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It's all about curb appeal!                            Bill Grillo
That's right. Your neighbors appreciate it when you make an effort to pick up 
strewn trash that litters our streets and gutters. We are fortunate to live in a very 
good community and one of the reasons it is so nice is because many homeown-
ers and renters take the initiative to make time to pick up around their property. 
Some even sweep neighbors’ curbs to maintain clean streets. While we all have 
busy work schedules, taking a few minutes to pick up around our property can 
make a real difference in our neighborhood's appearance. 

Some neighbors have even expanded their efforts to the surrounding commercial 
areas bordering our residential streets. These heavily traveled corridors generate 
a lot of trash that blows into our neighborhood and ends up on our streets. Stay-
ing on top of the accumulation just might discourage some from discarding their 
bottles/cans/fast food wrappings....and so on. 
We've all heard that real estate values are based on location..and that we have 
by being so close to the Metro and DC.  Curb appeal also plays a big part in 
maintaining those values. If you're one of the neighbors who takes pride in main-
taining our neighborhood,  a huge thanks and keep up the great work!.....OR, if 
after you read this, you take a few minutes to walk outside and help out, it will 
greatly be appreciated....your street will look a little better...and you neighbors 
will be appreciative. 

Thanks neighbor! 

Lyon Park monthly meeting:  
Wednesday 

April 9, 7:30 PM

NEXT MEETINGS

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Wednesday, May 14,  2008

Lyon Park Community Center

414 North Fillmore Street

Lyon Park Community Center News                                                                            Kevin Baer
Great news! The IRS has granted the Community Center 501(c)(3) charitable status, which means that donations to the Community 
Center are tax deductible.  A special thanks is extended to the Community Center’s long-serving treasurer Wendell Brown, who collect-
ed  the necessary financial data for the IRS application, and to Richard Riley at the law firm of Foley & Lardner, who donated his legal 
services in preparing the application. 

In the past, the Community Center (collectively owned by the neighborhood) has been funded by Community House rentals, an occa-
sional monetary donation, and formal fundraising activities like the Spring Fair, the popular chili dinner, the autumn yard sale, and our 
newest event, the pancake breakfast.  These activities will continue as usual, but the new charitable tax status will also allow other fund 
raising methods.  Although no formal fundraising campaign is underway, donations are welcomed.   

The May 17 Spring Fair is quickly approaching and we need volunteers to help set-up and run the games.  Shirley’s Trattoria, which 
keeps everyone well fed during the Spring Fair, is also recruiting volunteers.  An hour or two of volunteer time would be greatly appreci-
ated.  Plus, the squeals of joy and beaming smiles of the children attending the fair always makes the day great for volunteers.   In ad-
dition, we are still looking for a coordinator for the silent auction—with the new 501(c)(3) status that task should be easier than in the 
past and the records from past years are phenomenally organized.  

And finally, after years of meetings, discussion, and community-wide design input, the Community Center will soon obtain cost esti-
mates for its renovation.  Previous rough-estimates have placed the costs of renovation above current cash availability, causing us to 
scale back the project’s scope to a more focused footprint addition.  Furthermore, our informal review of current plans with the County’s 
building division provided insight into the project’s feasibility.  With a formal and professional estimate expected in the coming months, 
the Community Center anticipates additional community meetings in the late spring or early next fall to determine whether the project 
should be launched.   For current drawings and a history of the project, please visit www.lyonpark.org/CIP.  As noted in the narrative 
history on the web site, the Community Center has been undertaking many of the projects originally identified in the 2005 Capital Im-
provement Plan and not waiting for a later master renovation.  By the time you receive this month’s newsletter, the Community Center 
should have a new fenced location for its numerous trash carts that were previously strewn about at the rear of the building.  Funding 
for that project was recently provided by the Citizens Association—asister organization to the Community Center.

Please contact me at (703) 524-7588 with questions about the park or community center .

COMING UP!
Villas and Vista, May 4.  
See page 3.

84th annual Spring Fair.  
Volunteers are needed, 
see page 3.

The 84th Annual Lyon Park Spring Fair
Saturday, May 17  11 AM - 3 PM
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LPCA General Meeting                  
 March 12, 2008
After a short social session, President Joe Englehardt called the meeting to or-
der, and welcomed newcomers Mike and Ingrid Herbert.

       Kevin Baer raised the motion ". . .  to authorize the expenditure of up to 
$7000 for the building of a fenced-in trash area with a concrete pad on the south 
side of the Community Center."  He provided photos and drawings of the pro-
posed site and noted that the BOG had obtained several bids for the project.  Af-
ter he responded to members’ questions, the motion carried by a voice vote.

       Joe Englehardt led a general discussion analyzing and drawing lessons 
learned from the community involvement process in the proposed 2201 Pershing 
Drive (Lee Shopping Center) development, and the County Board’s decision to 
approve it.  Key points are provided in a separate article on page 19.

Announcements:
       Natalie Roy:  Villas and Vistas, the spring garden tour, will be May 4, and 
she anticipates 10 to 15 homes will be open for visitors via a tour with maps.  Ta-
bles for the contractors’ displays are being sold.  Volunteers are still needed; con-
tact her.  

       Bill Anhut:  The treasury remains in good shape.  A tree planting program will 
be conducted this spring with free trees and free planting.  See the articles in the 
March newsletter; interested parties should contact him.  The Clarendon Center 
(Highland and Clarendon Boulevard) has nearly completed demolition.

       Joe Englehardt:  The County will conduct two street repair programs during 
the warm months, with notices placed on homes when their street is to be re-
paired.  Little progress has been made on the 10th Street Crossings or traffic is-
sues on N. 4th Street, with little community response to the call for volunteers to 
serve on a Traffic Committee to manage the process.

       Bob Mikulak:  The Clarendon Metro station block will be partially renovated 
this summer.  Current plans call for elimination of the large cedar tree and the 
mound to the west of the Metro entrance, and laying decorative paving to im-
prove the site’s usability.  Contact him for more information.

       Kevin Baer:  Thanks are due to Shirley Larson and those who helped with 
and participated in a well-attended Chili Cook-off.  The next community event will 
be the May 17 Spring Fair.  Volunteers are needed to help.  The Community 
Center now has tax-free status as a 501c (3) charitable organization.

       Larry Mayer:  The Arlington County Civic Federation is heavily engaged in 
the issue of Accessory Dwelling Units, and their web site, www.civfed.org, has 
many details.  There will be a County information meeting on ADUs at the Main 
Library on March 31.   The ACCF April meeting will be devoted to County budget 
issues, and interested Lyon Parkers are invited to attend.

The scheduled LPCA discussion on Accessory Dwelling Units had to be deferred 
due to a lack of time at the meeting.

 Antonio F. Rodriquez

Call (703) 731-6809

Numerous excellent references 
Available from within the Lyon 
Park Community
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About YOUR Newsletter               Helen White
 Looking for something you read in 
the newsletter? Are you aware that 
the Lyon Park Citizen newsletter is 
available on the Lyon Park Citizens 
Association web site at 
http://www.lyonpark.org/?  While 
that provides a convenient way to 
obtain information about our com-
munity, we still deliver newsletters 

to approximately 2000 households thanks to a crew of about 75 
neighbors.  Many of them have been delivering  for more than fif-
teen years, making them some of the longest-serving volunteers 
in our community!  
 
Our long-term area distributors include Jeff Baron, Jeff, Mary and 
Alex Lewis, Gary and Kit Putnam, Anne Purcell, Gary Gortenburg, 
Susan Philp and Kate Mounteer.  They distribute newsletters to 
up to eighteen volunteers who are ultimately responsible for deliv-
ering a newsletter to each household on every block in our com-
munity.  Our newest volunteers include Karl Keller and Antonio 
Diaz-Carrera who distribute newsletters to our neighbors in the 
Washington-Lee Apartments.  

I am responsible for the overall  distribution of the Lyon Park news-
letters and have been doing that 
for more than 15 years.  One of 
the unsung members of this dis-
tribution system is my husband, 
Andy Leighton.  He is the brawn 
of our family and sees that the 
pre-counted bundles of newsletters are distributed to the door-
steps of area distributors no later than early Saturday morning.
 
Block distributors deliver your newsletter the weekend before the 
second Wednesday of the month (from September to June). This 
allows plenty of time for you to review the agenda for the Lyon 
Park Citizen Association meeting, which is always held on the 
second Wednesday of the month.

If you do not receive your newsletter or if it arrives after the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month, please contact me at 
hmwhite3004@comcast.net or (703) 527-2977.  

Mark Your Calendars 
The Lyon Park and Ashton Heights 

Sunday, May 4, Noon to 4 PM                     

The Lyon Park Citizens Association and Ashton Heights Civic 
Association will hold a home and gardens tour in both neighbor-
hoods. All proceeds from this extravaganza will go to the much 
needed Community Center building renovations. 

The Lyon Park Community Center is a neighborhood fixture and 
hub. It is used for everything from birthday parties, community 
meetings, weddings and receptions to concerts.  It is time for us 
to give back and contribute to critical building improvements.

Tour tickets will cost $15 each, and will be available at the April 
9 Lyon Park Citizens Association Meeting which starts at 7:30 
PM, and at other LPCA activities. Watch the listserv!

All tours will begin at the Lyon Park Community House, which 
will also host an open house where local businesses will adver-
tise their products and services. Businesses can sponsor tables 
at the open house for $200 for a full table or $100 for a half.

If you are interested in sponsoring a table at the V2 open house 
or are interested in volunteering your home or garden for the 
tour please contact Natalie Roy at Nroyvilla@comcast.net.  We 
are also looking for volunteers to help with the May 4 activities.  

The entire event will be capped off with a reception being orga-
nized by Deanna Herrity from Ashton Heights. If you want to get 
involved in that effort please e-mail Deanna at 
dherrity@verizon.net.

Homes Committed at Press Time
The Haselbys

2811 North 1st Road

The Hagemanns
2807 North 1st Road

The Hewitts
725 North Monroe Street

The Bramhams
430 North Kenmore Street

The Herritys
709 North Jackson Street

Villas & Vistas (V2) Tours

 Please Make Magic
For generations, Lyon Park residents 
have collaborated on the annual Spring 
Fair. When it began, Calvin Coolidge 
was president! This year, Angelina and 
Brad will cut the opening ribbon, and 
their kids will mingle with yours.
 
Please be part of this great tradition: 
contact Kristen Lippert-Martin at 
psphil@mindspring.com or (703) 465-
8427 to volunteer today. Or, call Mary 
Kane at (703) 243-2381.  The first ten 
people to volunteer will receive magic 

wands that they can use at the Fair to make things happen.

Your special job?  Conjuring Angie and Brad out of thin air!

Saturday, May 17!
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Care to Advertise?
Business Card -$39;  
Quarter Page - $69; 
Half Page - $99; 
Full Page - $179   
Classifieds - see Classifieds header
One page insert $325

10% Frequency discount;   
5% LPCA Member discount

Contact: Jeannette Wick at
 jywickrph@aol.com or 
(703) 524-8531

Unless otherwise noted, all art in articles 
copyright (c) 2007, Jeannette Wick and 
her licensors.  All rights reserved. 

        We ship anything anywhere!

Mon-Fri, 9.00AM TO 7.00PM TO 4.00PM
International and Domestic Shipping  Custom Packing & Crating

Mailbox Rentals Packaging Supplies

1001 N. Fillmore Street
Arlington, VA 22201
Free parking inside building           Tel. (703) 351-7777
              Fax (703)351-0007
UPS, FedEx, DHL          ship@pakmailva.com
Authorized Shipping Center
www.pakmailva.com            You’ve got choices!
www.pakmail.com 

Read My Lips--Why Some People’s Compulsive Clutter is Other People’s Business
A Column Addressing Sensitive Issues

Hoarding is the acquisition of and failure to discard things, even though they appear to others to have no use or value. Acquisitions clut-
ter living spaces, sometimes preventing the use of the room for any purpose except storage, and exits are blocked. Some of the 3 to 6 
million hoarders in the U.S. store combustibles on and around the furnace. The shear weight of the accumulation may stress the 
building’s frame, and create a structural hazard. In cases that tend to attract media attention, hoarders may collect animals, and their 
homes may be soiled with animal waste or dead animals. Up to 12% of hoarders are evicted, an some lose their children. Why talk 
about it here? Because you may know a hoarder—a relative or a neighbor who simply can’t discard anything—and hoarders create 
multiple risks for communities.

Emotionally attached to possessions, hoarders believe their possessions will be needed later; an old newspaper is as important as a 
birth certificate, a broken air conditioner as valuable as an antique gramophone that won’t play. In severe cases, health risks like infes-
tations, falls, fires, and inability to cook or eat at home arise. Compulsive hoarders are often blatantly unaware of their behavior and its 
repercussions, and resist intervention attempts. They rationalize their scrimping and saving defensively. Family members and friends 
often think their loved one is delusional, and report high levels of distress and family dysfunction. Arguments about hoarding are com-
mon, particularly among spouses. Psychiatrists long believed hoarding was a kind of obsessive–compulsive disorder (OCD). However, 
they now think that compared with most OCD, compulsive hoarding tends to be more chronic, and very resistant to treatment.

Hoarding is a serious threat to the people living with or near the sufferer, and it creates a huge burden for health departments. Six per-
cent of hoarders die in house fires, so municipalities try to address hoarding when it’s identified. Often, counties spend thousands of 
dollars to clear homes, only to have the hoarder to re-accumulate possessions within months. In Arlington, the health, fire, and code 
enforcement departments mobilize as a task force when a hoarding problem is identified. 

Arlington’s code stipulates that all interior surfaces, exterior property and premises, must be in good, clean and sanitary condition, and 
free from rubbish and garbage accumulation. Other sections of its code require adequate light, ventilation, space, plumbing, heating 
and appliances, and hold the property owner responsible. Further, fire detection equipment must be operable condition at all times. 
Currently, Arlington uses every tool to prevent or correct hoarding situations. If you are concerned about a possible hoarder, contact 
Richard Freeman at Arlington Code Enforcement at (703) 228-3232 or your local Fire Department.
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FRIENDLY FIREMAN

Are You a Listserv Member?
Residents, property owners and  business/nonprofit inter-
ests located in Lyon Park are eligible 
to use the LPCA-created and main-
tained Lyon Park Community list-
serv. Increasingly, we use this 
mechanism to share information and 
late-breaking news. To subscribe, 
please visit:
http://lyonpark.org/mailman/listinfo/comm

unity_lyonpark.org

You may select the digest option to reduce the number of 
E-mails received without reducing access to content.

Lyon Park Community House
Monday - Friday 8 AM to 5:30 PM  $ 25.00/hour
Monday - Thursday  6 - 10 PM
   Members   $ 80.00
   Non-Members  $100.00

Weekends/Holidays
Saturday Morning Kids Birthday Party

  under 10 years old 
  up to 4 hrs ending before 2:30 PM

  *Special Flat Rate $100
Half Day (8 AM - 2:30 PM or 3:30 - 10 PM)

   Members   $250.00
   Non Members  $400.00

Full Day 8 AM - 10 PM
   Members   $400.00

   Non-Members  $550.00
Member rates apply only to current LPCA members.
www.lyonpark.info, rent@lyonpark.info, or 
(703)527-9520 for availability/reservations

Lyon Park Book Club, Come Join Us!
                                              Beth Burrous

The Lyon Park Book Club was formed in 2000 and meets about 
once a month.  We always welcome new members—it’s a great 
way to meet your neighbors and read some books that you might 
not have selected by yourself.  Our wide-ranging conversations 
cover the books and the themes and issues they raise, and any-
thing else that suits our fancy, like neighborhood and current 
events, restaurant recommendations, etc.  Here is a sampling of 
our 2007 books: 

Fiction – 
The Memory Keeper’s Daughter by Kim Edwards—a poignant 
story about the wonderful and devastating impact of a baby’s dis-
ability on her two families. 
The Pickup by Nadine Gordimer—a fascinating tale with unusual 
dialog about pursuing life goals and the contrasts between West-
ern and Muslim societies.
Saturday by Ian McEwan—beautiful prose about an important 
and shocking day in one man’s life.

Historical Fiction  - 
Devil in the White City by Erik Larson—intertwined true stories of 
the building of the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair and the gruesome 
serial killer who used the fair to lure victims.

Non-fiction – 
The Glass Castle: a memoir, by Jeanette Walls—Jeanette’s in-
credible story of survival and success despite the erratic exploits 
of her eccentric parents.
Sweetness and Power – the place of sugar in modern history by 
Sydney Mintz—tracing sugar’s rise from rare expensive luxury to 
commonplace “necessity” in the Western World. 
Love and Hate in Jamestown – John Smith, Pocahontas and the 
start of a new nation by David Price—a great telling of the story of 
the Jamestown colony.
Night by Eli Weisel—powerful testimony by this Nobel laureate 
about his time in concentration camps.

If you are interested in joining us for a meeting, please contact 
Beth Burrous, (703) 524-7588, bab4747@verizon.net or Mary 
Revell, (703) 527-1540, maryrevell@comcast.net.  We hope to 
see you at a meeting soon!

LPCA does not endorse or investigate advertised 
services or products.  We assume no responsibility 

for ad accuracy  or services/ products provided.

Light Tree Work & General Yard Work:  Call Kurt, 629-
1639.
Pet Sitter extraordinaire Carolyn Grahn, 12, will take care 
of all of your pets!  Experienced caring for dogs, cats, 
birds, and various rodents. 243-9212
Violin Lessons for elementary school students: call Jackie 
Anhut, 528-3665.
Violin Lessons from prize-winning violinist for students of 
all ages and skill.  Thomas Moran, 351-7852.

GET SOMEONE'S ATTENTION! The Citizen is 
hand delivered to 1900 households each month.  
The Citizen’s classified ads are free for industrious 
teens (babysitters, leaf rakers, snow shovelers) 
who need cash or have nagging parents. All others 
pay $10.00 for 20 words. Use area code 703 un-
less otherwise noted.
Babysitting  
Alyse Alicandro, 16, Red Cross and CPRcertified, 
experienced with infants 528-1995.
Jackie Anhut, 17, Red Cross certified, 528-3665.
Liza Gibbs, 14, Red Cross certified, 350-2911
Katie Menoche, 15, Red Cross and CPR certified, 
243-3823
Stephen Moran, 14, Red Cross certified,  351-7852.
Thomas Moran, 18, Red Cross certified, 351-7852.
Riley Shepardson, 15, Red Cross certified, CPR 
certified, no infants, 525-6834.
Miscellaneous Services
Grass Cutting:  call Clinton James, 16, 525-7948.

ATTENTION TEEN ADVERTISERS!  
If you wish to advertise, and haven’t registered, please 
contact the editors before the. 20th of the month..
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Summary of the 2008 Newsletter Survey
This is what we learned from the 31 responses to our annual newslet-
ter survey.  Many of your sent praise and compliments, and we thank 
you.  We will not reproduce all that yada-yada-yada here, but we ap-
preciated every word of it.  We will note that three contributors de-
serve special recognitions.  

 Readers again indicated that Bill Anhut’s Tree Hugger series 
is very special and welcomed more.  Bill has written his col-
umn for years, and we knew that he is cherished, but it’s 
good to confirm it.  

 Natalie Roy’s contributions were cited for clarity, timeli-
ness, and giving the straight scoop on Development.  Re-
spondents also acknowledged that the process is often 
frustrating, and sometimes not as successful as we would 
like.  

Now, if we could just get Bill and Natalie to submit on time....

 Readers applauded newcomer Jerry Munk for his restau-
rant reviews, and you’ll see below, they clamored for 
more.  Thank you Jerry, for the tremendous sacrifice of 
forcing yourself to eat out just for us.

And several folks indicated they really liked the story about the mys-
terious damaged fence!  Thank you, Elizabeth and Tom Sheehy. And 
a number of people liked the article on  rats, and Read My Lips.
 
Among things respondents would like to see in the future:

More restaurant reviews
Letter to the Editor section
More Notes from the Past

Several readers (>7) asked that we remind neighbors about good 
neighbor obligations like shoveling and trash, and cover “things 

that bug you about neighbors.”
Environmental measures
New Neighbor Welcome

A street map outlining Lyon Park (see page 18)

And we will reproduce this in its entirety: “Summary articles of before 
an election, how to find out were to register to vote and where to 
vote; when tax assessments come - and how when the rate is deter-
mined; animal parks and animal registration in Arlington County (and 
please not just from the anti-dog perspective which has been amply 
represented in the newsletter and the listserv); being a good neighbor 
and citizen—regulations on leaf raking (if there is one), snow shovel-
ing, responsibilities for dealing with water run-off from one property to 
the next, etc.; developer responsibilities (hours they can work, truck 
routes, noise rules, etc); how to report various outages (street lights, 
water, utility, etc).”
 
Two general comments:
“Please post on web more quickly.  I refer to old issues sometimes.”

“We should be more selective about who we accept advertising from.  
Business who are known to be poor citizens, for example, developers 
who flagrantly violate County regulations, should be excluded.  Yes, 
revenue is important, but when we accept their advertising dollars we 
betray our own standards and become complicit in their bad con-
duct.”

We heard you, and will try to live up  to your expectations.  If you are 
interested in researching and writing any of these articles, including 
restaurant reviews (Jerry is an every-other-month contributor), please 
contact Shirley Larson.

 

   ALASKAN MALAMUTE PROTECTION
5th annual 

BOOK, BAKE & PLANT SALE
Saturday, May 10th,  9am –  3pm

712 N. Daniel, Arlington 
(at Washington Boulevard)

1000’s of gently-used books 

CDs, DVDs, Videos 

Home-made pies, cakes, breads, cookies, 
& dog biscuits 

Herbs, flowers, & tomato plants 

Just in time for Mothers’ Day!
For a menu or to order in advance, go to 

www.chaamp.org or call: 703-524-8531

CHESAPEAKE AREA 
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•Woman's Club:  Tuesday, April 22, Potluck 
Luncheon.   
• Fitness Pursuits: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
4:30 PM– 5:30 PM.  Catherine Fergusen, (703) 
522-0301. 
• Duplicate Bridge: Every Friday, 9:00 AM -   
1:30 PM.
• CABOMA (Capital Area Bluegrass Old-time 
Music Association), 2nd and 4th Sundays of ev-
ery month, 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM.
• St. Hildegaard's Old Catholic Church: Sun-
days at 10 AM. Fr. Stan, (703) 528-1825 
www.sthildegards.org.
• Exercise with Erica:  Monday and Wednes-
day Evenings, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM. 
• Yoga Class:  April 8 through May 15. Thurs-
days 6 - 7:15 PM. Gopi Kinnicutt, (703) 527-
2737. 
• 1920 Lyon Park Sales Brochure.  Reproduc-
tion copy,  24 pp. Gary or Kit Putnam, (703) 
527-2266. $7 ea or 5/$25.  All proceeds benefit 
the Lyon Park Community Center.  
•Kiwanis Club of South Arlington: will host its 
18th Annual Auction Benefit and Social on April 
26. 6:30-8:30 PM at the Lyon Park Community 
Center.

The Tree Hugger’s Driveway Dilemma
          Bill Anhut
For years, space has disappeared in our garage.  Cars have no 
room to park.  Similarly, parking space in front of our home has 
been diminishing as more vehicles park on our street.  When 
the county installed sidewalks and new lights on Cleveland 
Street, we built a driveway apron and a small asphalt pad, on a 
side lot, for contingency parking.  However we have been reluc-
tant to install a permanent driveway, fearing it would harm our 
beautiful October Glory red maple growing nearby.  We think 
we have found an eco-friendly driveway solution that will com-
plement our landscape, and not damage the tree.

W hile visiting the beaches of Normandy a couple of years ago, 
we stayed at a small pensione that had no on-
site parking.  We were directed to park our 
rental car in a nearby back yard with a beautiful 
lawn.  Upon closer inspection, we discovered 
the yard was comprised of geometric stone 
shapes providing shelter for healthy green 
grass segments.  It was a beautiful lawn by 
day, and parking lot at night.

We have since learned that asphalt can leach 
bad chemicals into the soil, which then are in-

gested by plants and tree roots.  We have concluded it is time 
to remove the asphalt pad and after a little research, install a 
permanent driveway of stone turf pavers like our French hosts 
had many years prior.  The grass growing within the turf pavers 
allows rainwater to be absorbed rather than run off into the 
storm sewer system.  The water also passes through the pav-
ers and crushed rock base to nourish the tree’s roots.  Our goal 
is to create an attractive landscape to compliment our home 
and provide a parking space when needed.

We considered several products such as a honey comb plastic 
product, but settled on stone pavers manufactured by EP Hen-
ry, thinking they would be more durable.  EP Henry’s web site 
referred us to several local installers.  After considering bids 
and qualifications, we have contracted with Jad Dumbrell of 
Covent Gardens.  He understands our desire to minimize dam-
age to our tree’s roots and our neighbor’s adjacent garden.  
Hopefully in a month or so, the new driveway will enhance our 
home’s landscape plan and create additional parking when 
needed.  I’ll write a review of our experience after the work is 
completed.

May Fair Plant Sale
Needs Donations                 

We count on contributions of  
household and yard plants, 
bulbs, tubers, sets, etc and 
hardware like pots, tools, 
plant books, garden stuff of 
all kinds, hoses, gloves…get 
the idea? 

No donations, no profit.  

Anything gardening related 
will be appreciated.  
•Dig up those extra plants. 
•Scour your garden shed for 
anything of value that you 
don't need anymore.  
•Share those publications and 
books that you have already 
read.  

Share. Share. Share.  
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Letters from Peggy

Dear Suzie:  
I recently read Three Cups of Tea, by Greg Mortenson and David 
Relin.  A NY Times bestseller, Tea is one man’s approach to build-
ing peace, one school at a time.  

The transformation of Greg Mortenson from mountaineer to school 
builder is fascinating, although poorly written by David Relin.  After 
Mortenson assisted other climbers on his team scale K2 in Paki-
stan, he becomes lost, frozen, and disoriented.  Separated from 
his fellows, he wanders into a bleak village where he recovers and, 
grateful, he wants to give the villagers something.  They ask for a 
school.  He agrees, not realizing it will take him three years.  Rais-
ing the necessary $12,000 is a psychological effort for his person-
ality, but he finally succeeds.  Many of the schools are for girls, 
which has a tremendously empowering effect.  The resurgence of 
the Taliban now threatens some of these schools.  

Not your typical next door neighbor, Mortenson is profoundly differ-
ent from your consumer-oriented American.  When not climbing, 
he is a nurse in hospital emergency/trauma units.  He lives in his 
car.  Abjectly disorganized, he operates on African time—showing 
up days late for an appointment.  Mortenson speaks Pashtu, Urdu 
and several major dialects of the region.  He’s almost native, ex-
cept that he’s about three times as big.  Kidnapped by the Taliban 
and held captive for a week, he is finally released with a donation 
of money to build more schools.  Eventually Sir Edmund Hillary 
and well-to-do (and not so-well-to do) mountaineering friends cre-
ate the Central Asia Institute for Mortenson so he can continue his 
work.  He subsequently builds another 55 schools.  Google says 
he has now gone to Azerbaijan, building schools there. 

Despite his inability to find true love (apparently living in a car af-
fects your love life), he meets Tara Bishop at a social function in 
honor of Hillary.  Tara is the daughter of a mountaineer, who him-
self scaled Everest in the first American expedition.  Both Tara’s 
mother and brother are serious climbers, and not surprisingly Bish-
op and Mortenson, soul mates, marry six days after meeting—and 
remain happily married with two children today.  

Poorly written in a gushy, rah-rah style, Three Cups of Tea none-
theless creates a clear sense of wonder about just how desolate 
life in the Karakoram Mountains of Pakistan is and how unique 
Mortenson is.  Outstanding on that score.  

  You’ll enjoy it, 
  Peggy

The title emphasizes friendship:  “The first time you share tea with 
a Balti, you are a stranger. The second time, you are an honored 
guest. The third time you become family.”

Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Fight
Terrorism and Build Nations…One School at a Time

Greg Mortenson and David Relin
Viking Hardback, 2006; Penguin Paperback, 2007 ($15).  
704 of 774 Reviews on Amazon gave this book five stars.

“There comes a time in the planning process that
the exterior is just as important as the entire project.”

Blackburn Construction Company Inc.
Arlington, VA since 1983

703.243.6369

Model available
by appointment

~Call for a consultation today

•Design;Build
•New homes
•Additions
•Remodel
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Th
at’s Two Buck Chuck in that brown paper bag

!

Shirley, 

Once again an outstanding chili dinner. What a 
great idea! Erin had a temperature and stayed 
home with Karen but Jack had a hearty bowl 
with cornbread. Seems there were more people 
than last year, new faces too. A nice thing 
about this event is parents of little children re-
connecting after the winter doldrums and mar-
veling at how much the kiddies have grown, or 
seeing newbies for the first time like Erik Guts-
hall's new girl. Groundhog day for parents. I 
only brought my phone-camera so I didn't get 
any good pix for the newsletter. Any word on 
the winner? 
    Rob

D
o 

yo
u s

ee any empty seats?

Lingering awhile....

D
is

co
un

t? No way! It’s a bargain as it 

is!

Chili in the kitchen? 

NO! Hot, hot, hot!
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Lyon Park’s Annual Chili Dinner
And….the community members did not stop coming!  We estimate 
150 people came through the chili line, and we ran out of food!  
We ran out of chili, rice, spaghetti, cornbread, salad, cheese and 
onions!  This has never happened in the seven years of our chili 
dinner.  We promise to do better next year.

This annual event happened with the  help of many community 
members.  There were 18 pots 
of chili, and tons of cornbread 
donated. Kim Franklin, Lowell 
Larson and Gary Putnam were 
in the kitchen keeping chili hot, 
and the rice and spaghetti cook-
ing. Sam Bryan, Josh Feira, Kit 
Putnam and Helen Turvene 
were there early on setting up 
tables and decorating, along 
with Helen’s mom, Tracy Hop-
kins, our perennial drink maker. 
Elizabeth Wray, Peggy Weidenhamer and Cindy Stroup took your 
money.  Finally to help clean up, new comers to Lyon Park Paul 
and Jodi Recksiek, Pat Hoffman, John and Isabel Franklin, (it was 
Isabel who counted all of those ballots), along with the kitchen 
crew, did all of the dirty work, thank you!

I know you are waiting to find out the winners.  

Two-way tie for the Best Chili
Sara Newman’s own “family friendly chili” 

Gary Putnam and his “Taos 2-step”

Three-way tie for Second
Pat Conaway’s “mild to medium beef”

Allison Cusano’s “New Mexico Carne Adovado” 
Lisa Hare’s “Onvfrak family’s American Chili.”  

Hands down winner of the hottest chili 
Michael Bannach’s “Hobanero H****fire”

The chili dinner netted $1,200.00, all of which goes to help main-
tain the community house and the park.

MISSING: Reward Offered
 Shortly after the Chili Dinner, 
one of the Community 
Center’s very large pots dis-
appeared.

If you have this pot in your 
possession, please return it, 
no questions asked. If you 
have seen this pot or have 

information about where it might be, please contact 
Shirley Larson at (703) 527-4316.

This  is the largest of the CC’s pots, and has been 
used for years at various community functions.  It is 
considered an essential tool.
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Long Branch News                          Celia Slater
Spring is in the air at Long Branch, with lots of activities and 
events. Mark your calendar now for two spring-time favorites—the 
Family Night Square Dance on Friday, April 11 and the Spring 
Fair on Saturday, May 4. 

Last year’s Square Dance was a big hit, with  lots of two-stepping 
and twirling.  The Spring Fair also offers a 
lot of family fun. With plenty of old-fash-
ioned games, lively activities like a cake 
walk and moon bounce, and plenty of 
great food, there is something for every-
one.

Spring also brings a host of outdoor field 
trips. Students are heading off to Bull Run 
for an up close look at history, the zoo, 
and Green Spring Gardens in Fairfax 
County for a wonderful outdoor garden experience.

A little closer to home, the Long Branch garden is also beginning 
to show off its springtime charms. This year’s fifth grade class 
was actually one of the first classes to experience the garden. 
The children, who made special stepping stones and nurtured 
some of the very first plants, have had the pleasure of watching 
our very own space bloom and grow.

Many thanks to all the parents and friends—particularly Jim 
Serfis—who have faithfully tended the garden over the years. 
There is a real need for more help. Please contact the school of-
fice, (703) 228-4220, if you can lend a hand. 

Jefferson Middle School 
I hope that each of you had a relaxing spring break and spent 
time with family and friends. 

Our student/parent conference day in early March was a huge 
success. The concept of student-led conferences was new and 
everyone jumped on board. The numbers are still coming in, but 
I feel that we had a much higher percentage of participation 
than in previous years. And the students did a fantastic job. 
Because the spring middle school conference day has been re-
moved from the 2008-2009 adopted calendar, we, at Jefferson, 
are going to need to think about how we can keep the momen-
tum going. 

I recently shared with our student body that because our vaca-
tion came so early, it will be a long time before we get another 
break. The important thing is that we have a lot going on be-
tween now and the end of school.  Everyone is going to be busy 

and focused. As we get ready for our 
International Night 
Celebration, SOL assessments, 
spring concerts and all of the end-of-
year activities, I want parents and 
students to know that we will contin-
ue to provide the same level of sup-
port and encouragement that has 

been displayed throughout the school year. 

As always, thank you for your continued support. 

Sharon G. Monde, Principal 
Thomas Jefferson Middle School 
(703) 228-5900 , smonde@arlington.k12.va.us
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Wendell E. Brown, CFP
703-524-9346

wenbrown@yahoo.com
300 North Fillmore Street

Arlington, VA  22201

TAX RETURNS 
PREPARED

Earth Day Celebration - April 19 
Ballston Common Mall, 12:00 noon to 3:00 PM
Ballston Common Mall is creating a multi-faceted 
program with educational materials, sales promo-
tions and events showcasing ways to incorporate 
environmental awareness into everyday life. The 
event will include an art sculpture made of the number of water 
bottles the average household uses in one year. Arlingtonians 
for a Clean Environment will display the winners from their stu-
dent poster contest on reusable bags.  Contact Elenor at 
elenor@arlingtonenvironment.org  or (703) 228-6427.

The Two Mile Challenge
Would you walk or use your bicycle for errands and other trips 
of less than two miles? Maybe once a week, or even once a 
month?  Worth a thought?

The company that makes Clif Bars is asking you to consider 
doing that. Their Web page notes that: 

happens in the first minutes of operation while 
your engine and catalytic converter  warm up.

pollutants per gallon of gas.
At the 2 Mile Challenge web site at www.2milechallenge.com 
you can get a map showing the two mile radius from your home. 
And you can see a YouTube video with the statistics, including 
how much you can reduce your carbon footprint: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz3zMzVdlX8

Live Auction!
 The Kiwanis Club of South Arlington will host its 18th 
Annual Auction Benefit and Social on April 26 from 
6:30 to 8:30 PM at the Lyon Park Community Center. 
Refreshments will be served, featuring cheese, snack 
sandwiches from The Italian Store and other assorted 
goodies. There will also be live entertainment and the 
Hon. Ingrid Morroy, Commissioner of Revenue, auc-

tioneer, will auction premium items. A silent auction of very de-
sirable items and services will also be held with all proceeds to 
be donated to local worthy charitable organizations. Reserve 
tickets early, as seating is limited. Tickets are $20 in advance or 
at the door. Please contact Mr. Harro Wulf (703) 243-5245 or 
Mr. John Marr (703) 521-7678 to reserve tickets.

IBIS Chamber Music Ends Season
On Friday, April 11, 7:30 PM at the Lyon Park Community Cen-
ter, IBIS will present a program of music for flute, harp and 
strings.  Members of the Kennedy Center Opera House Orches-
tra will perform pieces from the traditional (a Haydn Flute Quar-
tet) to the exotic (the sumptuous Quintette by Belgian composer 
Joseph Jongen).  We will also perform a new arrangement of 
the Gershwin Preludes.  About an hour and a half in length, this 
program is appropriate for older children.  As always, IBIS con-
certs are free, with a goodwill donation gratefully accepted.  We 
invite the audience a post- concert reception.

The next morning at 10:30 AM, IBIS will hold its annual Youth 
Concert.  Children of all ages are invited to attend this 45 min-
ute program, which will include lots of great music, instrument 
demonstrations and a sing-along.  Moms and dads are invited 
to participate as well.  We hope to see lots of young people 
there, getting a chance to see music-making up close.
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PLEASE PAY YOUR LPCA DUES
Membership supports many activities. Please com-
plete this form and send it with your check payable to 
LPCA to Membership, 414 N. Fillmore Street, Arling-
ton, 22201.

New member $10          Renewal $10
  Renew for two years! $20

 Hint:  Use a return address label here 
Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

E-mail__________________________________

  Add me to the Lyon Park listserv   Home phone_______  
COMMUNITY INTERESTS: Check all that apply

Annual Craft Fair

 Spring Fair

LPCA  does not sell or share member information

Like a Phoenix, out of the ashes of heart-
burn and $2 beers…                     Jerry Munk
Restaurant 3 is a welcome addition to an already culinarily inter-
esting landscape. Don’t expect to find any reminders of either of 
the two most recent tenants in this completely renovated space. 
(Certainly no pool table or plastic cups.) Whether you are looking 
for an upscale place to start an evening with a drink or a new 
place for a nice meal, Restaurant 3 delivers. 

Whenever I eat a steak, I can’t help but wonder, “Would I rather 
be at Ray’s?” (The answer is often “yes.”) Here, I have to admit 
the cozy décor, competitive rib-eye and great accompaniments 
gave me pause. While the steak was a little under-salted and 
less spicy than it could have been, it was done perfectly and vir-
tually free of the gristle for which the rib-eye is notorious. Served 
with an assertively salted and strikingly flavorful ragout of mush-
rooms, potatoes and asparagus, the steak is a winning dish. 

Duck breast was tasty and well cooked, and its sweet potato 
hash served it well. The “Smothered” Grouper was exactly that, a 
flaky filet served over grits and covered with scallops and shrimp. 
(With their heads! Which I think is great.) Service was profes-
sional, surprisingly knowledgeable and interested in food—
surprisingly, in light of the expectations set by many restaurants 
in the region. During service there was even a reference to the 
Food Lover’s Companion, a virtual foodie-bible. 

For starters the delicious tuna lollipops were a bit bigger than 
bite-sized, a forgivable sin in this 220-pound man’s eyes. Cala-
mari, perhaps the least exciting of the appetizers, managed to be 
light and crisp, served with a tzatziki sauce. 

On the bar-front, Restaurant 3 is sure to give Harry’s Taproom a 
run for its money. It is every bit as classy, and possibly more en-
ticing with its great color palette, fireplace, and wall-to-wall 
street-facing windows. The mixed drinks are upscale, specialty 
beers are many, and the wine list is full of interesting options.   

Restaurant 3, 2950 Clarendon Blvd. (Corner of Garfield and 
Clarendon) (703) 524-4440.

“Balalaika! St. Petersburg to Kiev”
 The Washington Balalaika Society Orchestra will 
present an identical pair of concerts as part of their 
Spring Concert Series.  Considered to be 
America’s Finest Russian Folk Orchestra, under 
the direction of Svetlana Nikonova the program will 
feature selections from “Russia to the Ukraine.” So-

loists will include balalaika virtuoso Andrei Saveliev and Evgenia 
Tochenaya on domra.

Saturday, May 3, 2008 at 7:30 PM
Jewish Community Center

6125 Montrose Blvd., Rockville, MD 
and

Sunday, May 4, 2008 at 4:00 PM
Thomas Jefferson Community Theatre

125 S. Old Glebe Rd., Arlington, VA 
 
General admission is  $20 general admission, and 
senior admission is $18 (in advance); children 12 
and under free.  Order online at www.balalaika.org 
or send check to WBS, 4910 Gadsen Drive, Fair-
fax, VA  22032.  For more information call (703) 
549-2010 or visit www.balalaika.org.
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PHOTO ESSAY SAVES THE DAY!
Last month, we ran a photo essay about the bus stop at the cor-
ner of Pershing Drive and N. Edgewood.  It documented the piles 
of trash that accumulate there.  Then, when Bill Grillo sent in his 
newsletter survey, he mentioned the ever-present trash problem.  
We contacted the County, and asked them to place a trash can 
at that site.  

A couple of weeks later, the County’s representative, Robert 
Weaver, called and said that he had visited the bus stop, and it 
was relatively litter-free.  Well, DUH!  Shirley Larson had just 
hauled a whole pile of trash away. (And thank you, Shirley and 
Lowell.)  He also said that they had not received any complaints 
other than ours, and the County acts only when they receive a 
sufficient number of complaints.  (Make a mental note of that!)

We e-mailed him and sent a copy of the photo essay from March.  
And we offered him a copy of last year’s issue documenting the 
same thing.  His answer:

“Thank you for the information and photos. This makes a good 
case. As soon as we can, we will place a litter can at this location 
on a trial basis.  Provided it is used for street trash and no house-
hold trash is deposited within it and it is full, the can will stay. And 
thank you and everyone who helps by cleaning your street.  I 
wish more people took part in this effort.”
 

Cookie Making in Lyon Park
Members of the Woman’s Club invite you to join us to learn how 
to make cookies from abroad.  We will arrange a time convenient 
to interested parties, and meet at the Community Center in the 
kitchen.  In one two hour session, we’ll make

Biscotti (Italian dunking cookies)
Bow Tie Cookies (Polish Chruscik)

Almond One Bites (Chinese almond cookies)

The cost will be less than $10. Please contact Cheryl Grandinetti 
at (434) 825-9337 or zingara3834@gmail.com if interested.

Your LPCA dues year runs from
September to September.

Still haven’t paid?  Pay now and we’ll
Publish the “stragglers' list” in May!

Form appears on page 14.
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By Margaret Trexell
  “A social, civic and recreative center: so 
democratic as to attract the humblest: so 
wholesome as to appeal to the exclusive: 
so broad in scope as to bring youth, maturi-
ty and old age into closer companionship to 
the benefit of all.”
     This motto of the Lyon Park Community 
Center was stated in its original constitution 
and it is the aim of the organization to carry 
it out today, 14 years after the establish-
ment the Center.  Fourteen years have not 
only seen the realization of a community 
project, but in addition, have seen it cleared 
of debt.
     The Lyon Park Community Center, lo-
cated in a grove of trees at Pershing Drive 
and North Fillmore Street, and taking in at 
least a city block in its boundaries, has 
served since 1924 as the meeting place not 
only of the community of Lyon Park itself 
but frequently of county-wide organizations.
     That unpretentious stucco hall is often 
referred to as the “cradle of civic and 
church groups.”  The Arlington Civic Feder-
ation has used it as its headquarters for 12 
years. It is the meeting place of the Lyon 
Park Citizen’s Association and the Lyon 
Park Woman’s Club and the first services of 
what is today the Community Christian 
Church were held at the Community Cent-
er.  A primitive Baptist Church is now meet-
ing regularly at the Center.

     The Lyon Park Woman’s Club was organ-
ized late in 1924 as a sister organization to 
the Citizens’ Association and the Woman’s 
Club worked hand in hand with the men’s 
group to wipe out the building debt.  Last 
Fall, when the mortgage burning ceremony 
was staged, the Woman’s Club took an ac-
tive part.  Mrs. Joseph Haley was the first 
president of the Women’s group.
New Organization Set Up
     It was soon evident that merely those 
persons who had contributed $25 would not 
be of a sufficient number to sustain such a 
center and so in 1928 a new set-up was es-
tablished called the Lyon Park Community 
Center and consisting of the group of original 
life members who had contributed $25 each, 
the members in good standing of the Lyon 
Park Citizen’s Association and of the 
Woman’s Club.  It was decided that the com-
munity house would be the property of this 
Community Center.  The building is adminis-
tered through a board of governors consist-
ing of five members from each organization.  
Life members desiring to participate may do 
so by registering with one of the organiza-
tions.  Mrs. Arthur Orr is chairman of the 
present board of governors.
     The building and equipment of the Center 
is said to have cost about $10,000.  Later it 
was presented with about three acres, the 
additional park grounds, by Mr. Frank Lyon 
as a memorial to his son, John, who lost his 
life in the World War.  These grounds are 
deeded to the property owners residing in 
the original real estate development under 
the same trusteeship as the community 
house, the park to be administered under the 
board of governors of the Community Cent-
er.  The trustees are James W. Dorsey Louis 
C. Carl and Harry R. Thomas.
     The Lyon Park Woman’s Club sponsored 
the Girl Scouts at the Community Center and 
yearly holds a county-wide handicraft show.  
Another of its projects is a kindergarten op-
erated at cost.  This kindergarten will open 
Monday, September 26, and will be conduct-
ed by Mrs. George Jarvis, whose home is in 
Buckingham.
     The latest activity of the Citizens’ Associ-
ation is the establishment of a Lyon Park 
Boys’ Club, for which a great deal of enthusi-
asm is being evidenced.  The organization 
feels that there is a vital need in the county 
for clubs of this type, to direct recreation and 
to provide the best kinds of play.
     Now that the Community House is out of 
debt and nearly self-supporting, it has been 
suggested that the park be improved.  A 
committee to submit specifications and costs 
for such improvements has been organized 
with Arthur Orr as chairman.  Possibility of 
enlarging the community house has also 
been discussed, but this plan is still quite 
nebulous.

(Reprinted from the Sun newspaper circa 
1939 or 1940)

Aided by Firm
     The Lyon Park Citizen’s Association was 
organized about a year when it undertook 
the project of a community house with the 
encouragement of Lyon & Fitch, realtors, 
who developed Lyon Park.  This firm gave 
the southeast corner of the present park 
where the community house stands, and a 
donation of one-fourth of the cost of the 
building with the provision that the portion 
be not more than $2,000.
     It was February 22, 1924, that the men 
of the community got together and  laid the 
sills and the floor joists, the preliminary 
work for the building having been complet-
ed. This followed a complete canvas of the 
community for funds, resulting in a commit-
tee known as the Lyon Park Community 
Center Committee composed of persons 
who had contributed $25.
     The building was constructed of stucco 
on hollow tile and was ready for use the 
Winter of 1924-25.  However, it was far 
from complete and the picture was still rath-
er discouraging, but in the Summer of 1925 
the men and women of Lyon Park staged a 
one-day carnival and raised $800 – and the 
climaxing feature of the affair was the laying 
of the cornerstone.
     Arthur Orr was chairman of the first com-
mittee in charge of the community house 
project and A.A. Moore was the first presi-
dent of the Lyon Park Citizens’ Association.

Lyon Park Center Steadily
                Increases Part in Civic Life

  George Studio, Arlington
A view of the Lyon Park Community Center, focal point of much of  Arlington’s civic life 
as well as of the activities of the residents of its neighborhood.
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Check Out Our   
Newly Designed Website! 

www.BuckRealtors.com 

Visit  Our  Office  In  Clarendon  Today! 
2519 Wilson Blvd. 

Arlington, VA 22201 
703.528.2288 

info@BuckRealtors.com 
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Lyon Park and the Community Center
414 N. Fillmore

The Washington-Lee apartments
360 units

Current site of the 
Lee Shopping Center

Henry Clay Park, formerly a school,
Now open recreation space

Footpath across
“Mrs. Allen’s Field”

Sheffield Court Apartments

Long Branch School since the 
1970s, formerly Fillmore 
Elementary

Free Trees! 
The County is asking citizens to help reverse our tree loss prob-
lem.  We need to plant trees on private property, especially empty 
spaces where trees can be accommodated.  Through the give-
away program, the County provides trees free of charge.  We need 
only to agree to plant the tree in our yard.  What a deal!

In Lyon Park, this sweet deal gets better.  To encourage you to 
request a tree, your Lyon Park neighbors will  plant the tree expert-
ly in your yard!  What’s the catch?  You agree to nurture the tree (a 
four foot high “whip”), so that within 20 years, your tree joins 
Arlington’s tree canopy. 

The Yellow-poplar or Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipifera, see 
leaf to left), a  large canopy tree and Allegheny Serviceberry 

(Amenlanchier Laevis, see leaf below right), a 
small flowering tree, have been selected as 
the trees for the 2008 Giveaway.    We must 
request trees by Friday, April 
18, 2008. We’ll deliver and  
plant on Neighborhood Day, 
Saturday May 10, 2008.  

To request trees and/or to volunteer to plant 
the morning of May 10, E-mail 
BillAnhut@yahoo.com or call him at (301) 
908-8204 and provide your (1) tree choice, 
(2) your name, (3) address, (4) phone number and (5) E-mail 
address.  If you volunteer to plant, please provide your contact 
information.  We will need pickup trucks, tools, and families!

This is Lyon Park!
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Lessons Learned: Development Approval                                                       
                      Joe Englehardt

 During the LPCA meeting on March 12, we 
tried to draw some lessons from the Commu-
nity Association’s handling of the process that 
led to County Board approving the develop-
ment proposal for 2201 Pershing Drive.  
These lessons could be of some use in the 
future; large developments are anticipated at 
two sites, the Day’s Inn (Pershing Drive and 
Route 50), and the southeast corner of Per-
shing Drive and Washington Boulevard.   

Many felt that the overall process had proceeded well, with the 
community formally involved from early stages and with continu-
ous community participation throughout.  There was a large turn-
out for the meeting which formally took an LPCA position, and a 
very large turnout at the County Board hearing.  There were 
sharp disagreements within the community about the develop-
ment, but the debate had largely avoided acrimony.

The following were noted as lessons learned:
•Establishing a formal neighborhood committee early with its 
active participation throughout the process is important.
•Some mechanism for early general community feedback is 
needed to determine community views on the overall scope of 
future proposals.  A newsletter survey was suggested, and/or a 
community meeting while the design process is still in its early 
stages. 
•At LPCA’s later formal community decision meeting, the con-
trols the Chair used allowed everyone to speak, and the meeting 
to proceed expeditiously.  Discussing motions to be raised with 
the Chair beforehand allows smooth management of the meet-
ing.
•When conditions are added to an approval, as in this case, the 
community should clarify its views on its position if the conditions 
are not met.  
•LPCA should consider having a special meeting shortly before 
the final County Board hearing to assess or clarify last-minute 
changes. 
•Consideration should be given to excluding any LPCA member 
with a vested interest in the project from the discussions con-
cerning the community’s stand on it.
•Lyon Park should prepare a study to determine the 
community’s desires concerning future development.  One vehi-
cle might be updating and replacing our comprehensive Neigh-
borhood Conservation Plan which was created in the 1980s.  

In the future, late insertion of significant historic preservation 
concerns into the process should be mitigated  since County 
Preservation staff and their consultants are close to completing 
a survey listing and ranking structures of historic interest 
throughout the County.

Shop for Mom, Save a Pet!
Visit PetMAC (822 N. Kenmore) on Sunday, April 13 from 5 PM 
to 7 PM for an exciting fundraiser for Homeward Trails Animal 
Rescue! If you like jewelry, you'll LOVE Silpada! Silpada offers 
fine sterling silver jewelry and semi-precious stones with a limit-
ed lifetime warranty. HT will receive 20% of all sales! All orders 
placed will be mailed directly to your home and arrive by Moth-
er's Day, so what a perfect opportunity to shop for mom AND 
support Homeward Trails! Preview jewelry at 
http://www.mysilpada.com/sites/Herry.Cordoba. 
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