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 HOT TOPICS
  

Just don’t call me 
late for dinner!  

       Late paying your 
LPCA dues?

      
The itsy-bitsy form is 

on page 5.

Winter’s finally here!           Melissa Bondi
Snowfall brings the traditional run on bread and milk at the supermarket, 
fingers crossed for “no school tomorrow” and dicey commutes for many. 
In addition to bundling up and allowing more travel time to get around 
town, please help keep Lyon Park safe by clearing snowfall from the walk-
ways adjacent to your house, to help students and other pedestrians who 
may have to traverse slippery or uneven terrain around our neighborhood. 

If you aren’t able to shovel your own walkways – or if you’d like to volun-
teer your shoveling manpower for our neighbors who cannot do so them-
selves -- please contact me at mmbondi@yahoo.com. Thank you.

With the cold days, Lyon Park volunteers are nestled in and continuing to 
work on building the new web site. It’s been a longer process than anyone 
anticipated, but the results should be well worth it – more interactive fea-
tures for residents, up-to-date information on membership, events, meet-
ings and other activities, plus resources and important news in and 
around Arlington County. 

We have a contract with a web site developer on the programming, but 
absolutely anyone who is interested in helping get this important site up 
and running is encouraged to contact Erik Gutshall at lpca@gutshall.net 
or me. We’re looking in particular for archival materials lurking in your 
storage area about our neighborhood’s history, and ideas on the kinds of 
content you feel would be most useful to have easily at hand for reference 
or posterity. 

One easy and very helpful way to participate is to send us your digital 
photos of Lyon Park, the community center, Clay Park, Long Branch ele-
mentary, Lyon Park events, or pictures of our streets, houses, businesses 
– anything that we can use to help illustrate the charm, personality and 
unique features of our neighborhood. We’ll take them by CD or email, 
whichever you prefer. Thank you very much. 

Happy Valentine’s Day, everyone!

Chili Dinner                  Shirley Larson
Calling all chili makers and corn bread bakers!  The Chili dinner has been 
rescheduled to Saturday, March 10, 5:30 – 7:30 PM.  Please mark your 
calendars, and put a reminder on your refrigerator, as this event occurs 
before the March newsletter comes out.  We need volunteers to donate 
18 pots of chili and lots of tasty cornbread.  We will provide salad, rice, 
spaghetti, condiments, iced tea and lemonade.  You may bring your own 
beverage.  A prize will be awarded to the best and the hottest chili maker.

Volunteers are needed to make this family community event a success, 
people to set up and take down tables and chairs, and to help clean up.  
We need kitchen workers, and drink makers.  If you can help, please con-
tact me at (703) 527-4316 or famlars@msn.com.  All proceeds from this 
tasty, fun event go directly to the community center to help maintain the 
house and the park.  Who’s Laughing Now? 

The last issue of the newsletter 
must have barely made contact 
with the threshold at 3125 9th 
Street North before Rob New-
man started searching for four 
hidden sleds. His buddies were 
laughing—until he actually won 
dinner for four, that is!  Being a 
good guy, he shared a meal of 
warm buttermilk bread, lasagne, salad, and cookies with 
them on January 15.

Runners up—Ellen Bartlett for her honesty in pointing 
out that the contest should be over because Rob spilled 
the beans on the listserv; Bill Anhut, a past winner, who 
has a prodigious sweet tooth; and the inevitable Long 
Branch participant, five year old Serena Pearl who 
walked her newsletter to the Community Center and 
placed it in the mail slot! (We predict great things for 
Serena!) They all got assorted homemade cookies.

So this month, find four pictures of presidents and tell us 
where they are and who they are.  The prize…..A layer 
cake, flavor of your choice! Contact either editor (see 
masthead), and do it quickly!

MAKE A NOTE: MARCH 10!

NEXT MEETINGS

Wednesday, February 14, 2007
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Lyon Park monthly meeting: 
  Wednesday February 14, 7:30 PM
   
CHILI DINNER, March 10
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LPCA Minutes                                      Diane Hauslein
January 10, 2007
Erik Gutshall, acting President, called the monthly meeting to order and the fol-
lowing announcements were read and issues addressed:

•       CERT (Certified Emergency Response Team) is a program offered by Ar-
lington County to organize a neighborhood-based team of people who receive 
special training enhancing their ability to recognize, respond to, or recover from 
major emergencies or disaster situations.   The goal is to have a CERT in every 
Arlington neighborhood, with a certified resident residing in each block.  For de-
tailed information on the program, refer to the Arlington County web site at 
www.arlingtonva.gov and select the Emergency Preparedness link.  Or contact 
Erik Gutshall at lpca@gutshall.net or Melissa Bondi at mmbondi@yahoo.com. 

       Joe Englehardt, Chairman of the Budget and Taxes Committee commis-
sioned by the LPCA at the December 13, 2006 meeting, distributed a copy of 
the Final Report of the LPCA Committee on County Budget and Taxes to the 
residents in attendance.  He also summarized the points of the draft letter his 
committee had prepared to be presented to the Chairman of the Arlington 
County Board, stating the community association’s serious concern for the high 
rate at which the County Budget and taxes have risen in recent years.  [A copy 
of the letter appeared in the January, 2007 Lyon Park Citizen.]  The final version 
was distributed to the President and Secretary at the meeting.  Discussion fol-
lowed.  A motion was offered to send the letter as written and presented without 
any changes.  The motion was seconded by John Waters.  The motion passed 
with 23 YES votes, 6 NO votes, and 1 ABSTAIN vote. 

       Lynn Alsmeyer-Johnson provided a further reminder of the ongoing set-
back and use permit controversy with the home located at 419 N. Cleveland 
Street.  An acceptable resolution to the problems at the property is still pending.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.
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So you don’t know what to give that special someone? A 
“SINGING VALENTINE” is a guaranteed surprise! One phone call will 
complete your valentine shopping! For $50, a quartet from the award- 
winning Potomac Harmony Chorus, Sweet Adelines International, will 

present two love songs, a one- pound box of chocolates, and a personal-
ized card. We deliver to your location of choice in the DC Metro area. 

For $20, the quartet will perform two songs over the telephone.
You select two songs from the following:

“Blueberry Hill,” “Cuddle Up A Little Closer,” “I Don’t Know 
Why I Love You Like I Do,” “It Had To Be You,” “Let Me Call 

You Sweetheart.”
Call now, 703-764-3896, to schedule delivery for 

Tuesday, February 13, or Wednesday, Febru-
ary 14.

UNIQUE VALENTINE GIFT

For chorus information, 

visit www.potomacharmony.org 
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A person who completed and returned our news-
letter survey made a terrific suggestion: Why not 
list volunteer opportunities?  Brace yourself....

Snow Shoveling.  The Lyon Park Community 
Center seeks volunteers to shovel snow this win-
ter. Meet neighbors, get some fresh air, and help 
the Community Center.  All are invited. If the fed-
eral government closes due to snow, volunteers 
should appear at 9 AM at the Community Center. 
For more information or to add you name to the 
list of volunteers, please contact Kevin Baer at 
snowlyonpark@verizon.net or (703) 524-7588.

Doorways. Volunteer orientations are scheduled 
for February 6 and March 6, 2007 at 6:30 PM at 
3179 Wilson Boulevard.  Contact Kathleen Mc-
Sweeney, (703) 243-0322 for more information.

Dog walkers.  Chesapeake Area Alaskan 
Malamute Protection seeks strong dog walkers to 
exercise kenneled dogs waiting for their forever 
home.  Any time convenient for you Monday 
through Saturday, 7 AM to 7 PM. E-mail 
malamuterescue@gmail.com.

 Chili Dinner, Saturday, March 10, 2007.  NOTE 
DATE CHANGE! This fun Lyon Park Community Event fea-
tures donated chili and corn bread, and needs lots of help-
ers. Especially needed: someone to set up and take down 
tables and chairs, and to sweep the floors.  All proceeds go 
directly to the Community Center to help maintain the build-
ing and the park. Contact Shirley Larson, famlars@msn.com 
or (703) 527-4316.

Springtime in January?      Bill Anhut
The 2006 average annual temperature for the contiguous U.S. was 
the warmest on record, and December ended as the fourth warm-
est since records began in 1895.  The past nine years have all 
been among the 25 warmest years.  During the first week of Janu-
ary 2007, as temperatures rose into the 70s, buds on trees swelled 
and new twigs began growing as if springtime had commenced.  
How will subsequent freezing temperatures impact our trees?

Trees use a great deal of energy during the spring  growing season 
to produce new leaves, flowers and twigs.  If 
a tree begins its spring growth too early, a 
subsequent freeze may kill the buds. Trees, 
however, have smaller dormant buds availa-
ble in reserve.  These buds are insurance 
that allow the tree to survive the freezing of 
the larger bud. There may also be some 
damage to the "wood" (the newly forming xy-
lem and phloem) and the cambium. These 
tissues, just under the bark, haven’t devel-
oped resistance to freezing temperatures. If 
the cambium or xylem and phloem are in-
jured, branches may grow for a while, then 
the ends of the branches will die. Rarely does 
this damage kill a tree.  However the tree is 
weakened and has less than its normal 

stored energy remaining.  As a result, trees will grow and flower 
less vigorously in the spring.  Oak trees may produce a smaller 
crop of acorns.  

This winter’s unusually warm weather fooled our trees into growing 
too early.  January and February’s freezing temperatures are likely 
to damage any premature growth, weakening even healthy trees.  
Next month we will discuss how you can nourish your trees to 
overcome this winter’s challenges and promote vigorous growth.

P.S. There are nine tree grants still available this fiscal year.

Virginia 
and Josh 
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er 
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e

The Spring Fair? Already?  
Kristen Lippert-Martin

A balmy January has made it easy to imagine that spring will 
soon be here, and for those of us now on tap to organize the 
annual Lyon Park Spring Fair, it means it’s already time to get 
cracking. For the past several years, Trish Montgomery has 
done a heroic job putting the fair together. This year Mary Kane 
and I will be taking over and probably begging Trish for advice. 
Actually, we should hone our begging skills in the next few 
months because we’re going to be doing a lot of it. Like so 
many activities in our community, the Fair relies on volunteers 
who graciously give their time to make it all come together. If, 
like me, you look forward to the Fair as a bit of small town life in 
the ever-growing urban landscape, then maybe you’ll be willing 
to donate an hour or two (or more… we’ll happily take more…) 
on Saturday, May 19. 

To carry on the tradition of this great  Lyon Park event we need 
people to help work the concession 
stand and the games; to organize 
special activities like the silent auc-
tion; to help with set-up and clean-
up; and a variety of other tasks. We 
plan to keep the scale of the fair 
small and hope to maintain all of its 
charms, but perhaps add a few new 
things. If you have any suggestions 
for something you’d like to see at 
this year’s Spring Fair, please feel 
free to contact me via email: psphil@mindspring.com. We look 
forward to begging you for help soon.
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EatBar:   A Comfy Retreat,
Right Next Door                Jerry Munk
The name comes from the decades-old neon “EAT” sign that 
hangs over what used to be Tallula’s front bar and Whitey’s be-
fore that. EatBar claims to be the New World cousin of English 
gastropubs – places where one can get a good pint and good, 
locally produced food, prepared with care. It certainly comes 
through on that promise and at a price more appropriate for a 
weeknight than its upscale neighbor.

Chef Nathan Anda makes some great house cured meats, a tasty 
“country terrine” of pork, collectively charcuterie.* They are all ex-
cellent, and can be paired with some great artisanal cheeses. 
EatBar, generally, pays special attention to meats, organic, natu-
ral and local. Many months ago Anda had experimented with 
house made pork belly (a salted and cured bacon-like product), 
which was as fleeting as it was amazing. Thankfully it has re-
turned, at least occasionally, as one of the rotating meat dishes in 
the entrée section of the menu. 

Onion rings were perfectly seasoned and crispy, which is rare for 
such a seemingly simple dish. The risotto fritter is an import from 
Tallula, and for good reason: crunchy outside, creamy inside. The 
surprise on the menu, a regular, is the house made hot dog. 
About the price as the franken-meat you get at the ballpark, this 
one is handmade, meaty and accompanied with house made cat-
sup and mustard. The chestnut soup was smooth and rich, but 
would have arguably been better with a garnish other than the 
duck confit that floated on top. Try the Scotch egg. If you don’t 
know what it is, I won’t spoil the surprise. It is virtually a meal in 
itself.

On a Sunday night, the oysters were fresh but seemed to have 
been shucked a bit in advance, as evidenced by the melting bed 
of ice on which the bivalves were served. The hangar steak, while 
natural, was a bit ho-hum, especially in the context of the rest of 
the menu. Service was friendly and knowledgeable, if a little inat-
tentive, and at times simply absent.  They were out of several 
items on our first visit, including every kind of charcuterie, which is 
unavoidable when food is fresh and local, but no less disappoint-
ing.

Many nights will feature various special events, so call ahead to 
find a night that really interests you. Sunday night is “movie night.” 
The Big Lebowski was playing on a big-screen when we went; 
one of my favorites, but not for the kiddies …but it is a bar, after 
all. Smarter, though, than the average bar. 

EatBar (attached to Tallula), 2761 Washington Boulevard, Arling-
ton, Virginia 22201, (703) 778-5051

(*editors note: char·cu·te·rie    
1. a store where pork products, as hams, sausages, and pâtés are sold.
2. the items sold in such a store.)

A Little More Tree News:
Our neighborhood tree hugger has volunteered to be Lyon Park's 
Tree Giveaway Coordinator in May, when Arlington will give free 
trees to Community Associations.  Consider planting a shade tree 
in your yard, especially if high winds, disease or development 
have taken your trees.  Bill also needs volunteers to help plant 
trees to meet our goal of 50 new trees in Lyon Park yards this 
year!  If you would like to have a tree planted in your yard or can 
help plant trees, E-mail Bill at billanhut@yahoo.com.
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• Woman's Club:  February 19, 12 Noon, Pot-
luck Lunch. Play Hearts for charity!
• Fitness Pursuits: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
12:45 PM to 1:45 PM.  Catherine Fergusen, 
(703) 522-0301.
• Duplicate Bridge: Every Friday, 9:00 AM to   
1:30 PM.
• CABOMA (Capital Area Bluegrass Old-time 
Music Association), 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
every month, 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM.
• St. Hildegaard's Old Catholic Church: 
Sundays at 10:00 AM. Fr. Stan, (703) 528-
1825, www.sthildegards.org.
• Senior Aerobics: Every Tuesday and Thurs-
day 9:45 AM to 10:45 AM . Debra Murphy, 
(703) 250-6080.
• Exercise with Erica.  Monday and Wednes-
day evenings, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM.  See ad, 
page 7.
• 1920 Lyon Park Sales Brochure.  Repro-
duction copy,  24 pp. Gary or Kit Putnam, 
(703) 527-2266. $7 ea or 5/$25.  All proceeds 
benefit the Lyon Park Community Center.  

Wendell E. Brown, 
CFP

703-524-9346
wenbrown@yahoo.com

300 North Fillmore Street

TAX RETURNS 
PREPARED

PLEASE PAY YOUR LPCA DUES
Membership supports many activities. Please com-
plete this form and send it with your check payable to 
LPCA to Membership, 414 N. Fillmore Street, Arling-
ton, 22201.

New member $10          Renewal $10
  Renew for two years! $20

 Hint:  Use a return address label here 
Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

E-mail__________________________________

  Add me to the Lyon Park listserv   Home phone_______  
COMMUNITY INTERESTS: Check all that apply

Annual Craft Fair

 Spring Fair

LPCA  does not sell or share member information

R.I.P. Old Refrigerator!
 Last month, we reported on the sad case of the 
small kitchen refrigerator; the poor thing got a 
chest cold and was near death.  We regret to in-
form you that it passed away quietly, assisted by 
Kevin Baer and a team of stevedores, who helped 
it limp to the sidewalk, where the County picked it 
up for transport to its final resting place.

Thanks to Bob Kocher and Cindy Chen, we have a replacement 
refrigerator!  They donated a four year old stainless steel model 
that is bigger and has more than a few amenities that were lack-
ing from the old model.

We would be remiss if we didn’t thank a number of people who 
volunteered to donate hard, cold cash in rather generous 
amounts to buy a new unit.  Their donations were not needed,  
Heartfelt thanks regardless to Ross Fairbrother, Ginger and John 
Jandelin, Marjie M., the McSweeneys, and Jeannette Wick.
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An Open Letter                        Joe Englehardt
The January meeting had a large turnout, and the Association voted 
by an 80% majority to send the letter about budget and taxes to the 
County Board.  The text of the letter adopted was as advertised in 
the January Newsletter, and Melissa sent it in a few days later. The 
letter supports the budget and tax levels proposed in the Board’s 
budget guidance published in November.  However, the letter says 
that LPCA would be “vigilant as well as wary about the possibility of 
future increases.”  It also said that it appreciates the many excellent 
services the County provides but encourages their continuation 
within the Board’s stated budgetary guidance.  
 
We had good, measured discussion on the subject.  Members 
noted the difficulties that the large tax increases of past years were 
causing on those with fixed incomes.  They said that, as a Civic As-
sociation, they did not wish to engage in debating budget details, 
but wished to give the Board limits as it considered this year’s bud-
get.  Some felt that the stand expressed in the letter did not go far 
enough in opposing budget and tax increases, while others voiced 
concerns about which programs might suffer to maintain the budget 
levels in the guidance.  Still others were concerned that the letter 
simply would make no difference.
 
We have heard that other civic associations have now become in-
terested in this subject, but we don't know what they will do.  We 
understand that Glen Carlyn is considering action similar to ours.  
You should receive your yearly property assessments shortly.  I 
suggest you also follow the reporting in the Sun Gazette as the 
County Board decides whether or not to raise the tax rate.  We 
need to be "vigilant and wary of future increases" and ready to react 
if the Board appears to be considering an increase.

Many thanks to the Budget and Tax Committee members, who 
crafted a useful letter which was hailed as being a good compro-
mise between opposing viewpoints.
 

Sidewalk?  What Sidewalk ?
Neighborhood Conserva-
tion is pleased to an-
nounce the re-
establishment of Arlington 
County's Missing Links 
Program.  Missing Links 
completes portions of 
missing sidewalks in resi-
dential areas that span 
three properties or less. 

The Missing Link Program's $100,000 budget allows them to 
complete four to six Missing Links every year. Applicants must 
have their civic association president sign this application form, 
as neighborhoods will only be allowed one Missing Link project 
per year. Applications will only be considered if received during 
the application time period. Applications meeting program re-
quirements will be ranked in by cost, vicinity of schools, bus 
stops, Metro stops, and the ability to fix drainage problems. 

To have a Missing Link project considered in Lyon Park: 
•Fully complete an application, checking all appropriate boxes. 
•Have the application signed by Melissa Bondi. 
•Have the application signed by all affected homeowners . 
•Submit the application by February 28, 2007. 

Need more information or an application?  
Contact Tim McIntosh, 
Suite 700, 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, 
Arlington, VA 22201.  
His E-mail is tmcintosh@arlingtonva.us. 
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Recycling PET:  PITCH IN!                                                                      
Where would we be without plastics? Although handy, plastics comprise a greater proportion of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) than 
ever before, up from less than 1% of the total MSW stream in 1960 to 11.1%, or 26.7 million tons in 2003. Today, 60 billion pounds en-
ter the MSW stream annually. The propensity to use plastics is worrisome—they are constructed from nonrenewable resources and 
consume 5% of all oil produced annually. An additional 2% to 3% percent of oil is used in plastic production. We need to conserve, and 
the best way to do it is recycling. Consider this:

does not decrease our dependence on raw materials. (Heat generated from burning waste can be used as a source of heat that is 
sometimes converted into energy, however.) Landfills create space and leaching problems—for instance, 4050 20-ounce bottle or 1350 
3-liter bottles occupy a cubic yard of landfill space. 

injure animals when they attempt to eat or are entangled in them. 

good candidates for construction and automobile parts. Thermoplastics, on the other hand, soften when heated and solidify at room 
temperature. Colorless, transparent, inflexible, chemical-resistant and shatter-resistant polyethylene terephthalate (PET), the most 
common plastic in MSW, is a thermoplastic and ideal for packaging. 

mechanical recycling and one-cycling. 

the melted plastic. How? A granulator shreds and grinds PET bottles into one-quarter inch pieces. The pieces ride a conveyor belt un-
der an air stream that removes paper and light-weight contaminants from the plastic. Then, the pieces are washed, rinsed, and depos-
ited in a liquid that re-moves non-PET plastics that may be present. The clean PET is collected and sent through an electric field to 
extract any aluminum that might be in the mix from caps and such. The recovery rate for PET containers is nearly 100%. 

$800 and $900 per ton. 

PET bottles can become a sweater. It’s surprisingly simple. Companies purchase PET bottles from civic recycling programs or other 
ven dors, remove contaminants, and sort them by color. The bottles are sterilized, processed by a granulator into small pieces, and re-
washed. The light colored chips are bleached, and the chips from the darker bottles are dyed a darker color. 
Once the pieces dry, they are liquefied at temperatures between 500° and 518° F. The liquid is forced through 
a spinneret (a metal disk with very small holes in it), made into fibers, and then reformed into finer fibers. The 
fibers are crinkled to add strength, dried and baled. This product resemble wool yarn. 

cycled PET saves 1.3 million barrels of oil and cuts CO2 emissions by 730,000 tons. It decreases emissions of 
nitrogen oxides, sulfur oxides, and hydrocarbons. 

Yarn manufacturers need a source of bottles near their factories in order for recycling to be economically effi-
cient and environmentally friendly. Manual labor costs can be high, but the process does, however, provide 
jobs for many people who are otherwise unemployable, like the mentally ill and the mentally disabled. 

Conclusion 
The greatest barrier to recycling is not a lack of technology, but insufficient materials—bottles! Companies would like to produce more 
products from recycled plastics, but they have trouble acquiring sufficient supplies. Arlington recycles PET bottles, so please PITCH IN. 

March 10
5:30 to 7:30 PM

Don’t miss it!

Find more details on 
pages 1 and 13

CH

ILI COOK-OFF
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Lyon Park Community House
Monday - Friday 8 AM to 5:30 PM  $ 20.00/hour
Monday - Thursday  6 - 10 PM
   Members   $ 80.00
   Non-Members  $100.00

Weekends/Holidays
Saturday Morning Kids Birthday Party

  under 10 years old
  up to 4 hrs ending before 2:30 PM

  *Special Flat Rate $100
Half Day (8 A.M. - 2:30 PM or 3:30 - 10 PM)

   Members   $250.00
   Non Members  $400.00

Full Day 8 AM - 10 PM
   Members   $400.00

   Non-Members  $550.00

Member rates apply only to current LPCA members.
Call (703)527-9520 for availability & reservations

 Antonio F. Rodriquez

Call (703) 731-6809

Numerous excellent references 
Available from within the Lyon 
Park Community

 Quick -- Reliable --Clean -- Courteous

LPCA does not endorse or investigate advertised 
services or products.  We assume no responsibility 

for ad accuracy  or services/ products provided.

Violin Lessons for elementary school students: call 
Jackie Anhut, 528-3665.
Grass Cutting:  Clinton James, 14, 525-7948.
Dog Walking and Lawn Mowing:  Ian McLennan, 12, 
524-8694.
Light Tree Work & General Yard Work:  call Kurt, 
629-1639.
Needed: Nursery workers: Christ Church of Arlington 
has vacancies for paid childcare workers from 9:30-
12:00 every Sunday morning. Hourly rate up to 
$16/hour, must be 18 or older.  Please contact Charles 
Gluck at (703) 390-1154 (H) or (301) 347-5567 (W), or 
gluckc@yahoo.com. 

GET SOMEONE'S ATTENTION! The Citizen is 
hand delivered to 1900 households each month.  
The Citizen’s classified ads are free for industrious 
teens (babysitters, leaf rakers, snow shovelers) who 
need cash or have nagging parents. All others pay 
$10.00 for 20 words. Use area code 703 unless oth-
erwise noted.
Babysitting  
Alyse Alicandro, 15, Red Cross certified, 528-1995.
Jackie Anhut, 15, Red Cross certified, 528-3665.
Katie Menoche, 14, Red Cross and CPR certified, 
243-3823
Stephen Moran, 12, Red Cross certified,  351-7852.
Thomas Moran, 16, Red Cross certified, 351-7852.
Riley Shepardson, 13, Red Cross certified, CPR 
certified, no infants, 525-6834.
Rachael Siemon-Carom, 16, CPR certified, 465-
5091.

Lyon Park Citizen Advertisements
Business Card -$39;  Quarter Page - $69; 
Half Page - $99; Full Page - $179   
10% Frequency discount;   
5% LPCA Member discount
Classifieds - see below
One page insert $325
Contact: Either Editor (see masthead)
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Arlington Home Improvements LLC
John Waters

• Licensed, Bonded, Insured
• Building and remodeling since 1996
• Specializing in $1,000 to $50,000 projects
• Entrances, baths, cabinets, additions
• Experienced from concept to completion
• Excellent Lyon Park references

When a handyman isn’t enough and the big 
general contractor isn’t an option.....

Voice: 703-465-8019

Fax     703-528-7112

Email johnmw@verizon.net

PHOTO ESSAY: The Bus Stop

January 1, 2007, and look at that mess at the bus stop on 
the corner of Pershing and Edgewood!  A five minute invest-
ment of time, and the bus stop is clean as a whistle.

What does this series say to you?  Send your thoughts or 
comments to Shirley Larson (see masthead for contact in-
formation).

Can you tell a Lyon Park story using pictures?  Send your 
series of three to six pictures to Shirley, and we’ll consider 
publishing it.
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Doorways Update                                                                          Kathleen McSweeney
Thank you for the e-mails and phone calls from many of you who are interested in finding out more about the work of Doorways for 
Women and Children (formerly The Arlington Community Temporary Shelter or TACTS).  The major services we provide are:
•Doorways serves women, children and families experiencing homelessness, as well as victims of domestic violence; 
•Doorways operates two shelter facilities and a two-year supported transitional housing program; 
•Last year Doorways helped almost 300 individuals, but turned away 1,361 people due to lack of space in our facilities; 
•Doorways is building a new shelter to replace the old shelter in Lyon Park; 
•Additional programs to support families in crisis and those transitioning to independence include financial literacy training, children’s 
services, court advocacy, community support group, 24/7 domestic violence hotline, community outreach and awareness programs; 
•Ways to get involved:  volunteer, do a cell phone or gift card drive in your office, church or civic group, or attend our special events.  
•Volunteer orientations are scheduled for Tuesday, February 6 and Tuesday, March 6 at 6:30 PM at Doorways office, 3179 Wilson Bou-
levard.  Additional information is available on the web site, www.doorwaysva.org.
•Please plan to attend our Benefit Auction on Sunday, March 4 at 2 PM at the Westin Hotel.  Send me an e-mail indicating that you will 
attend, and go to www.doorwaysva.org to purchase tickets online.  Please designate me, Kathleen McSweeney, as your table’s host. 

If you have any questions, or have an auction item you would like to donate, please E-mail (mcsweeneykathleen@yahoo.com) or call 
me at (703) 243-0323.  Please help me fill the Lyon Park table at the Benefit Auction!

A
nn

ual Chili Dinner

March 10, 2007
Lyon Park Community Center

5:30 PM to 7:30 PM
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First Baptist Church Project Applies for 
Re-Approval 
In 2004, the County Board approved the First Baptist Church of 
Clarendon (FBCC) site plan project, near the intersection of Wil-
son and Highland Streets in Lyon Village. (Lyon Park had re-
quested a deferral on the proposal.) It was then subject to lawsuit 
by some local neighbors on a number of issues. In September 
2006, the Virginia Supreme Court found that the County Board 
had erred in the technical manner of its re-zoning actions on the 
site, citing language in the C-R ordinance.* As one result of that 
ruling, the FBCC site plan approval (mixed-use, with a mixed-in-
come residential component) was also deemed void. 
 
In January 2007, the Board advertised amendments to the C-R 
zoning language at issue, as well as the FBCC’s re-submitted site 
plan application, for action in February 2007. The basic proposed 
building and benefits package is the same; FBCC has requested 
an additional $2.1 million Affordable Housing Investment Fund 
loan to further underwrite the on-site affordable housing package.
 
The overall package of requests is scheduled for public review, 
including the Planning Commission on February 12, the Housing 
and Transportation Commissions on February 15, and the County 
Board on either February 24 or 26. Please check 
www.arlingtonva.us and our Community List Serve to keep up to 
date on the latest public meetings, staff reports and other informa-
tion about the project. 

* The C-R ordinance, created during the 1991 Clarendon Sector 
Plan amendment process, applies to “Medium Density, Mixed 
Use” developments, specifically in Clarendon and the east end of 
Virginia Square.  
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Long Branch Update                                       
Celia Slater
Long Branch Invites Neighbors to Spring Auction
Long Branch’s annual Silent Auction will be held at the Ar-
lington Arts Center on Saturday, March 24 from 6:30 to 9:00 
PM Community members are invited to attend and/or do-
nate items to the event. Each year hundreds of parents at-
tend the auction, which is a wonderful opportunity for local 
businesses to market their services and products. Along 
with business-donated items, the auction also includes an 
array of fun items made by students and teachers, tickets to 
sporting and other events, and gift baskets and packages. 

Combining Science, Culture and Art
In early January, sculptor Kevin Reese visited five art classes, 
from kindergarten to fifth grade, at Long Branch. He talked with 
the children about balance and movement and created mobiles 
in the style of Alexander Calder. Each class created five mo-
biles that now hang in the hallway at the top of the library stairs 
or in classrooms.

The fifth grade recently learned about Santa Clara pottery, in-
cluding how Native Americans create their pottery and the sym-
bolism used to decorate their work. The classes learned about 
the importance of pottery and symbolism in Native American 
culture. Students discussed different meanings of symbols and 
made coil pots. 

First graders learned about the artwork of Grandma Moses. 
Students looked at artwork on the Smartboard and discussed 
its characteristics, including people doing things, trees, houses, 
etc. Then students created winter landscapes in a similar style.

Dragons and Drums
Long Branch students and families attended several perfor-
mances this fall. “In Search of Dragons,” a musical event pro-
duced by Mr. J and Liz Demery, was an incredible feast of 
songs, sounds, and colors. Fourth and fifth grade students par-
ticipated in the lavish production. 

Led by Mrs. Roth, 4th and 5th grade band and orchestra stu-
dents performed a wonderful concert in mid-January. Some 
students are just starting out on their instruments, while others 
have had more practice. Even so, it’s amazing to see (and 
hear) what so many students can accomplish!

Learning Comes Alive
Throughout elementary school, students learn a lot about Vir-
ginia history. Recently fourth graders had a very engaging visit 
from a representative of the Jamestown Yorktown Foundation 
(http://www.historyisfun.org/). Some students were chosen to 
dress up and had to act out a trade without using words. 

Instead of having one special Science Week, Long Branch is 
celebrating different science events this year. One of this fall’s 
major activities celebrates International Polar Year (2007-
2008). Last fall, Allan Miller, an Einstein Fellow from the Na-
tional Science Foundation, spoke with fifth graders about the 
Antarctic expedition he was planning. This collaboration is part 
of a program that provides opportunities for students and 
teachers to learn more about polar research in the Arctic and 
Antarctic. Students will be able to follow his journey using 
Google Earth and web sites set up by the National Science 
Foundation. Mr. Miller returned from his expedition in January 
and plans to come back to the school to update the children on 
his adventures.

From the Principal, 
Jefferson Middle School             Sharon Monde
The students at Jefferson have been very busy since returning from 
the Winter Break.  Essay contests and Science Fair projects have 
been a very important focus.  

Many students chose to participate in the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Essay Contest.  The notice came out late and we were elated with 
the participation.  Of the six possible winning slots for middle school, 
Jefferson students took three.  Congratulations to Cayden Brehaut 
- 1st Place Male Division, Anne Bennett - 1st Place Female Divi-
sion and Alicia Hamar - 2nd Place Female Division.  Cayden and 
Anne read their essays in front of an audience of about three hun-
dred people at the 38th Annual  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebra-
tion.  This event was co-sponsored by the Arlington Recreation 
Department and the Arlington Public Schools.  We are very proud of 
these three students and all of the students who wrote essays.

In mid-January, we had our Science Fair.  Again, we had great par-
ticipation from our seventh and eight grade students.  Sixth grade 
classes visited the exhibit during their science class.  This year, the 
exhibit was open to the public from 3 to 6 PM.  Students from the 
feeder elementary schools were invited to come over.  

After visiting the main exhibit, they had the opportunity to spend time 
in Mr. Wollins' classroom with all of his animals, insects and critters.  
Many thanks to Mrs. Marlene Mandel for coordinating the afternoon 
visit and to the PTA for the refreshments. (Go to the Jefferson web 
page to see the winners in the various categories.) 

Sharon G. Monde, Principal, Thomas Jefferson Middle School
(703) 228-5900, smonde@arlington.k12.va.us

Saturday, March 10, 2007

5:30 PM to 7:30 PM
All-you-can-eat chili, cornbread, salad, 

rice or spaghetti, plus iced tea and lemonade.
(You can BYOB if you like beer or wine with chili.)

Come meet your neighbors!  

   Adults $10 
Children grades K-12: $5 

Under 4: FREE

All proceeds maintain the Community Center and Park
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Web Site Seeks Whiz Kid! 
Several people raised questions about the 
Lyon Park web site (www.lyonpark.org) on the 
Listserv recently.  Erik Gutshall responded, in-
dicating that he had volunteered for the task of 

updating the web site, but has been unable to finish.  He had 
taken the old site down last summer, anticipating that the new 
one would be ready, but he and the developer experienced mi-
gration issues.  He has put the old site back up, but it is out of 
date.

The migration issues have been solved, but Erik has lost mo-
mentum and is experiencing scheduling conflicts.  We are well 
in touch with our domain registration and hosting situation, so 
that's not an issue. Is there anyone out there who might dust 
this project off and get it going? Erik is available to work with 
others to get the new site up and running. Certainly, we have 
someone (or a group of somebodies) who could help get us 
back on track!

Please contact Erik Gutshall at LPCAgutshall.net if you can 
help.

Community@lyonpark.org
Recently, a neighbor heard two Lyon Parkers talking about the 
listserv, and asked what it is.  A listserv is a list of E-mail ad-
dresses from people interested in a certain topic or specific area 
of interest. The purpose is to enable listserv subscribers to com-
municate with each other to discuss common interests. Lyon 
Park Community’s listserv facilitates discussion, encourages con-
nections, and fosters a general sense of community. 

The postings cover a wide range of subjects, including commu-
nity events, updates from the County, queries from people who 
need services and want referrals, and complaints about the 
neighborhood.  Most days, the listserv is a quiet place and you 
might receive one E-mail.  When discussion is vigorous, it can be 
ten!  Subscribers concerned about the volume of emails can re-
quest a digest option that consolidates all E-mails into one daily 
E-mail of all correspondence posted in the last 24 hours. To do 
this, E-mail mmbondi@yahoo.com and ask for the digest option.

   Best practices for the listserv include
   • Keep message short and concise
   • Avoid large attachments
   • Keep language inoffensive
   • Reply to the individual (rather than

    the entire listserv) if you prefer not to 
     share your comment
We hope that new subscribers will like the site, and folks who 
may have unsubscribed in the past will consider coming back.  
Subscribe at 
http://lyonpark.org/mailman/listinfo/community_lyonpark.org

Early Start on Irving Street        Jim Feaster 
NCAC Representative, Ashton Heights Civic Association

Good news: the Ashton Heights project approved last year by the 
County board to improve drainage and sidewalks on Irving Street 
between 2nd and Pershing can begin earlier than anticipated.  The 
Ashton Heights Executive Committee has only to respond posi-
tively to a letter the County will send sometime this month. 

Background
Irving Street divides Ashton Heights Civic Association from Lyon 
Park Citizens Association so half of its residents live in Lyon Park.  
Rather than require two neighborhoods to approve a project and 
coordinate their priorities with the Neighborhood Conservation Ad-
visory Committee (NCAC), Ashton Heights assumed responsibility 
because we had no other project competing for our share of the 
NCAC funds and Lyon Park had already placed priorities. 

In December 2005 the NCAC approved a project to improve Irving 
Street between 2nd St and Pershing Street. The project was 
passed to the County board which voted to fund this project.  After 
County board approval, it was passed to the Department of Envi-
ronmental Services (DES) for implementation. Because of a proj-
ect backlog and staff shortage, the NCAC decided last spring to 
cease reviewing projects for approval to avoid additional backlog 
and to allow the County staff to catch up. 

Current status
While DES can’t start the Irving Street. project for some time, the 
County’s WalkArlington project volunteered to mange three NCAC 
projects that meet certain criteria, including the Irving Street proj-
ect. (DES will still be involved with the project.)  

County staff wants the Ashton Heights Civic Association Executive 
Committee to concur with this management transfer.  They also 
want assurance that the residents of the street are aware of this 
change to avoid any misunderstanding about the process. 

The County will direct a letter to the AHCA’s Executive Committee. 
The Executive Committee need only agree to the change and as-
sure the County staff that the residents on our half of the street 
have been informed of the change. The County will inform the res-
idents of the Lyon Park side of the street. 

Read My Lips--
A Column Addressing Sensitive Issues

It’s February, and it’s windy.   Wind has a tendency to make trash 
into tumbleweed, blowing it into the road, 
neighbors’ trees and bushes, and fence 
lines.  Please keep the lid on your Eagle 
Cart closed, and secure your recycling bin.  

The lid fell off your Eagle Cart?  Contact the 
Department of Environmental Services at 
(703) 228-6570, or “Get It Done On-Line” at 
http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/Envi
ronmentalServices/EnvironmentalServicesMain.aspx.

No one is designated to pick up trash and debris that flies around. 
Regardless of whether the wind blew it there, or some thought-
less person threw it there, trash is an eyesore that makes Lyon 
Park look "tacky."  If trash blows into your yard or vicinity, please 
be a good neighbor and pick it up.
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Rise Early or Stroll Late: Red Foxes
Many Lyon Park residents have seen red foxes recently.  Red 
foxes are found in most of North America, except parts of Canada 
and the southwestern United States. They are not native. In the 
mid-18th century, landowners imported red foxes from England 
and released them in New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Delaware 
and Virginia. Our red fox populations are hybrids of imported and 
native species. 

farmland, pastures and brush. They adapt to diverse urban and 
suburban environments. They are active day and night, but most 
active at dusk or dawn. Although urbanized and considered sly 
and cunning, they are actually wary of people.

their undercoat is white. The backs of the ears, lower legs and feet 
are black. They go through several color phases other than red, 
including silver and cross. The silver phase is almost completely 
black with silver tipped hairs. The cross phase is reddish brown 
with a dark cross on its shoulders. Red foxes in all color phases 
have white-tipped tails. 

mals. The fox listens, for example, for small mammals’ under-
ground digging, gnawing and rustling. When it hears them, it digs 
into the soil or snow frenetically to capture the animal. 

like rabbits by getting as close as possible, and then running the 
prey down when it flees. Foxes hunt even when full, and cache 
excess food under snow, leaves or soft dirt.

males and females establish territories by scent marking.  (Want a 
whiff? Visit the corner of Danville and 10th at 5:45 AM!)

with a view of surrounding area.  At seven months, kits are ready 
to leave.  The males tend to travel, while the females stay closer. 

Foxes live throughout Lyon Park. They are harmless unless they 
are handled or rabid (which is very rare; no cases of fox-human 
transmission of rabies have ever been reported).  Having a red fox 
on your property is a privilege—they’ll eat rodents and entertain 
you. Most backyard foxes are just taking a short cut. If you don’t 
want them around, be certain that trash can lids fit tightly, never 
put meat scraps into a compost pile, and keep pet food inside.

 Fast Facts: 
The Urban Red Fox
Adult weight: 12 to 18 pounds
Winter diet: Primarily small mammals
Summer diet: Primarily insects and berries
All-the-time diet: Road kill and carrion
Running speed: Up 30 miles per hour
Jumping height: 6 feet
Mating season: Late January and February
Litter size: One to ten kits
Litter time:  April to May
Male kit relocation distance: <150 miles

 

The Java Shack 
Arlington's Original Coffeehouse 

2507 N. Franklin Road 
(703) 527-9556 

Monday - Saturday 7:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00 am - 8:00 pm

CLIP THIS AD
&

Buy one beverage, get ½ off your second

THE ORIGINAL HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS

        2632 North Pershing Drive
                   Arlington, VA 22201
                703-351-6595

Small to Medium Sized Home Repair and Remodeling
Cross off a to-do or two today!
Locally-owned and operated!

Speaking of Carrion or Roadkill...
Recently a large animal was hit by several cars on Washington 
Boulevard at rush hour.  Understandably, it caused quite a traffic 
jam. A call to the County had the problem resolved in less than 
30 minutes.  Should you see this kind of problem, call (703) 931-
9241, ignore the phone tree, and stay on the line until an opera-
tor comes on.  Report the problem to the operator. An animal 
control officer will respond as quickly as possible.
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