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A nonpartisan publication serving Lyon Park residents’ common interests 

Lyon Park monthly meetings:  
Wednesday 

September 10, 7:30 PM
Then October 8, 2008

 Big Yard Sale! To snag a 
table or volunteer to help, 
see page 17.

 Community Center begins 
fundraising! It’s tax deduct-
ible! See page 8.

 Craft Fair needs you! See 
page 12.

Membership Form 
See page 6
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President’s Message                                                                                      Joe Englehardt
Welcome back after what we hope was an enjoyable summer for all.  During the past months, the Association has been active on a 
number of issues, which have largely been addressed through the listserv while the Association was not meeting.  Of particular interest 
is the news that the long-postponed Garfield Park development project has once again come to life, since this project will have many 
effects on the neighborhood.  See the article on this subject on page 10.   

The Association's "Annual Meeting" will be held on September 10; we will elect new Association officers (see the slate of officers below, 
and their biographies on page 3), review the past year's financials, and adopt a new budget.  I encourage you to come and participate.   
The election is vital to the vibrant continuation of the organization, and our Nominating Committee has come up with a good slate of 
officers to lead us in the year ahead.   Although we are in generally a good financial state, attention must be paid to this area, as it im-
pacts heavily on the community's ability to bring forward a much-anticipated renovation of our Community house.  Further details are on 
the following pages, with more detail on our web site.

Speaking of which, I am pleased to announce the Association’s new web site, initiated during the summer.  It is at 
www.lyonparkcitizens.org.  We foresee it as a means to supplement the newsletter and listserv in providing the community with up-to-
date information about events affecting us all, as well as being a repository for advice and information that should not be forgotten.  
Please do take the time to visit it and you will see.

This will be my last President's Message for the newsletter, and I take this opportunity to thank each of you who has given of his time 
and energies over the past year to make this community a better place.  Our officers, our committee members, our newsletter folks, and 
all those who helped with or attended the many community events during the year deserve special thanks for their participation.

Your participation in the community in the coming year is also important.  Please do try to find some way to contribute this coming year, 
in the Citizens Association, and with our sister organizations, the Community Center and the Woman's Club.   We want to do more on 
traffic issues and need folks to help take leadership in doing so.  Please let us know if you are willing to help. The Citizens Association 
membership year ends on September 30, and you can use the form in this issue of the newsletter or from the web site to send in your 
renewal.   Please do it now before you forget.

See you around the Park.

Pay Those Darned 
Dues!

Office Nominee
President Natalie Roy
VP-Neighborhood Conservation Elliott Mandel

VP-Development Larry Mayer

VP-Programs Elizabeth Sheehy

Treasurer Bill Anhut
Secretary/Historian Jay Stanley
Sergeant-at-Arms Rich Robinson
Membership Chair Melissa Bondi
Member at Large Joe Englehardt
Community Center Board of 
Governors Representatives

Kevin Baer
Ellen Bartlett
Wendell Brown
Joe Englehardt

2008-2009 Nominees for LPCA Office
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LPCA Executive Committee
President
Joe Englehardt                   (703) 528-0771

englehardt-lpca@joesan.net
Vice-President-Development   
Natalie Roy                         (703) 524-4119

nroyvilla@comcast.net
VP-Neighborhood Conservation
Marlene and Elliott Mandel           (703) 527-1502

emjmmandel@verizon.net 
Vice-President-Programs
VACANT                              

Treasurer
Bill Anhut, Jr.                                (703) 528-3665

billanhut@yahoo.com
Secretary/Historian
VACANT                         

Sergeant-at-Arms
Rich Robinson                              (703) 527-2724

hwhrich@hotmail.com
Membership Chair
Melissa Bondi                    (703) 527-6379

mmbondi@yahoo.com
Member at Large
Erik Gutshall                         (703) 276-0809

LPCA@gutshall.net

Community Center Board of Governors
Kevin Baer, Chair                            (703) 524-7588

kevin.baer@verizon.net

Important Contacts
Police Liaison
ElizabethPiepenbring                 (703) 528-2636

elizapiepenbring@comcast.net   
Community Center Leasing Agent
Shirley Larson                         (703) 527-9520

famlars@msn.com
Clarendon Alliance Representative
Jeff Jaeckel                         (202) 778-1440

jjaeckel@mofo.com
Civic Federation Reps
Larry Mayer                                  (703) 525-8921
Jim Mayer                                    (703) 528-3502
Jim Turpin                                    (703) 248-6988
Steve Geiger                               (703) 522-0026

Doorways for Women and Families
Kathleen McSweeney                 (703) 243-0323

mcsweeneykathleen@yahoo.com

Newsletter Co-Editors and Advertising
Shirley Larson, Content               (703) 527-4316

famlars@msn.com
Jeannette Wick, Ads & Layout     (703) 524-8531

jywickrph@aol.com
Helen White, Distribution              (703) 527-2977

hmwhite3004@comcast.net

LPCA Meeting Notes                                                                  
June 11, 2008
The meeting convened at 7:30 PM with a short social but lacked a quorum of 
members to do business.

       LPCA President Englehardt reported that he had sent a letter to the Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources stating the LPCA’s intent to 
submit a proposal for the FY2009 Park Enhancement Grant Program.  It will seek 
funding for landscaping at Lyon Park and game tables and water fountains for 
both Lyon and Clay Parks.

       There have been no volunteers to head the Green Living Challenge this 
year, so Lyon Park will not participate as a neighborhood, though individual 
households are encouraged to do so.

       The County is funding a round of Neighborhood Conservation projects in 
June, but it did not look like the LPCA project, Hudson Street, would be funded 
this time. (It was not)  A new County bond issue likely for the fall may improve the 
chances of approval then.  Work on an update to the Lyon Park Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan is beginning and Vice President Elliot Mandel will be seeking 
volunteers for this important project.

       LPCA dues will remain the same for the coming membership year, which 
starts in September.  Membership numbers have been strong this year, along 
with listserv membership. 

       Englehardt reported that it was doubtful that the Community Center Board of 
Governors would have a proposal for the Community Center renovation ready for 
the membership until some time in the autumn.  

        The remainder of the meeting was devoted to a discussion of Accessory 
Dwelling Units and current development issues by those present.  Lynn Alsmey-
er-Johnson distributed post cards showing the Lee Shopping Center on the 2008 
Most Endangered Historic Sites Program list.
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CALLING ALL FUTURE PRESIDENTS!
September 14, 1:30 to 2:30 PM at Kinderhaus, 
1220 N. Fillmore St. Join us to read President 
stories, play games, and parade on Fillmore St. 
with little American flags to take home. Every 
child will decorate a sash to keep that says, 
"Call me President . . ." (and then his/her 
name). Sue Pyatt will autograph her books, 
"Call Me Madame President" and "President 
Amanda's Whistle-stop Trip" for anyone who 

would like one.  Kinder Haus Toys also hosts Storytime with the popular Ms. Lau-
ra Mondays and Fridays at 10:30 AM.

Meow?  Meow?  MEOW!  WOOF!
With the economy kind of rough right now, many families 
have been forced to surrender their pets.  If you need a 
new best friend, note that PetMAC and their sister-orga-
nization, Homeward Trails, have cat adoption events the 
1st and 3rd Sunday of every month and dog adoption 
events on the 4th Sunday at 822 N. Kenmore Street, 
from noon to 2 PM. Find more information at 
www.homewardtrails.org and www.petmac.org.

Need a sled dog?  Check out Chesapeake Area Alaskan 
Malamute Protection at www.chaamp.org.



President:  Natalie Roy and her family have lived in Lyon Park 
for 17 years. Her two oldest daughters are in college and are 
products of Arlington’s terrific schools.  Her youngest is a rising 
fifth grader at Long Branch. Husband Nikki works for the Arling-
ton based Pew Center on Global Climate Change. Natalie’s com-
munity involvement includes LPCA’s VP of Development this 
past year, Past President of the Thomas Jefferson Middle School 
PTA, Arlington Sports Commission member and youth soccer 
coach. For the past three years she has coached the Yorktown 
Girls tennis team.  Currently the Executive Director for the Clean 
Water Network, a national grassroots coalition that works to pro-
tect our water resources, she also plays on two soccer teams, 
Soccer Divas and the Arlington-based Speed Bumps.  When Nat-
alie first moved to the neighborhood, she produced an Arlington 
public access television show, entitled Green TV.  She was hop-
ing for syndication akin to “I love Lucy,” but no such luck!

Vice President for Development:  A homeowner in Lyon Park 
for 22 years, Larry Mayer has been and is active in community 
affairs at the neighborhood and County levels.  He retired from a 
career as a business consultant.  He was President of LPCA for 
two years from 1996-98 and Clarendon Alliance member  for sev-
eral years.  He became the Chairman of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Arlington County Civic Federation in 2005, and he will 
be beginning his third term as CivFed’s President this fall.   

Vice President for Neighborhood Conservation:  Elliott Man-
del, LPCA’s VP for Neighborhood Conservation for the past three 
years with the assistance of his wife Marlene, has lived in Lyon 
Park since 1990. They currently represent Lyon Park on the Ar-
lington County Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee 
which selects community-initiated neighborhood capital improve-
ment projects for funding. Their two children attend Arlington 
County schools. As a structural engineer, Elliott works on design 
of public works projects such as bridges and transit systems. He 
is an amateur jazz musician and a wave rider when the surf is up.

Vice President for Programs:  Elizabeth Sheehy has lived in 
Lyon Park since 2000. She has a 13 year old daughter, Emma, at 
Jefferson and two boys, TR and Jackson, at Long Branch, where 
she served as PTA Treasurer and Spring Fair Chairman (not at 
the same time!). She is a Regional Merchandise Manager with 
Macy's.  She and her husband Tom will celebrate their 20th Anni-
versary next year. She grew up in Northern California, which may 
be why she LOVES living in Lyon Park.

Treasurer:  Bill Anhut and his wife Dale have been Lyon Park 
homeowners for 24 years. His children both attended Long 
Branch elementary.  LPCA’s Treasurer for three years,  Bill also 
volunteers as our advocate for neighborhood tree issues.  He 
authors this newsletter’s “Tree Hugger” articles.  Lyon Park’s kids  
know him as Coach Bill for his many years as a baseball, boys 
and girls basketball, and girls softball coach.  Bill rides Metro to 
Bethesda, where he has worked for Saul Centers as a finance 
officer for 24 years.  Bill and Dale are active in the St Charles 
Catholic Church community and avid golfers.  Bill also continues 
to pitch Monday evenings (28 years) for his Crystal City Sports 
Pub men’s softball team (still seeking his replacement!). 

Secretary/Historian:  Jay Stanley has lived on 1st Road North 
since 2001.  He works for the American Civil Liberties Union, 
specializing in privacy and technology issues.  His children, Ben, 
Jack and Lucy, attend Long Branch, and his wife Meg Schryver 
works as the librarian at Carlin Springs Elementary School. 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Rich Robinson has lived in Lyon Park with 
his wife Sue, and their three children, since 1977, and has been 
active in the LPCA for that entire time. He has served on the LP-
CA Executive Committee for many years through his position as 
the Sergeant at Arms.  Rich retired last year from his job as a 
federal government attorney.  He is an avid cyclist and has re-
cently been studying Spanish.

Member-at-Large:  Melissa Bondi serves as Housing Director 
for the Coalition for Smarter Growth, a Washington, DC regional 
organization focused on land use, environmental and transporta-
tion policy. A former LPCA President and past Chairman of the 
County’s Housing Commission, she volunteers for a number of 
other groups, from the Arlington New Directions Coalition to re-
gional and statewide human services nonprofits. She has lived in 
Lyon Park since 2000.

Member-at-Large:  Joe Englehardt and his wife Sandy have 
been Lyon Park homeowners for 25 years.  He was the LPCA 
President last year and Chairman of the Tax Committee the year 
before.   He is retired from two careers: first as an U.S. Army offi-
cer and then as an international peacekeeper in the Middle East.  
He follows Middle East events closely, and he is a member of the 
Middle East Institute’s Board of Governors, an avid golfer and 
fisherman, and loves to work in his home woodworking shop.  

Community Center BOG  
In addition to Joe Englehardt (summary above), three others 
have been nominated for the BOG

Kevin Baer has been a Lyon Park resident for seven years and 
an Arlington resident for 15.  He has been on the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Community Center for two years and is its current 
Chair.  Prior to that time, he volunteered with park and communi-
ty house upkeep.  During regular work hours, Kevin is a patent 
litigation attorney.

Ellen Bartlett, a Lyon Park homeowner since 1972, taught Eng-
lish at Wakefield High for 36 years and retired in 1995, making 
way for a second career in community service. She serves on 
the Boards of the Arlington Interfaith Council, Arlington New Di-
rections Coalition, BRAVO, Arlington Committee of 100, The 
Views of Clarendon Corporation, Lyon Park BOG, and the Arling-
ton Education and Retired Teachers Associations.  She has 
been named a Community Hero for her contributions to afford-
able housing.

Wendell Brown is a certified financial planner and tax accoun-
tant with a home office in Lyon Park. Wendell has been married 
37 years and has three children. His favorite sport is tennis. 
Wendell has served on the Board of Governors for more than 25 
years and is its current Treasurer.

Nominees for Election by the Lyon Park Citizens Association for 2008-2009
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Care to Advertise?
Business Card -$39;  
Quarter Page - $69; 
Half Page - $99; 
Full Page - $189   
Classifieds - see Classifieds header
One page insert $325

10% Frequency discount;   
5% LPCA Member discount

Contact: Jeannette Wick at
 jywickrph@aol.com or 
(703) 524-8531

Unless otherwise noted, all art in articles 
copyright (c) 2007, Jeannette Wick and 
her licensors.  All rights reserved. 

Letters from Peggy
Dear Susie: 
Recently I spent the weekend reading Ken Follett’s 973 page The Pillars of the Earth (pub. 1989).  This novel re-
counts how in the 1100s, architects and builders start to figure out how to construct tall 
churches with spires and tall windows.  They slowly realize they do not have to make 
the walls thicker and thicker to raise the building higher and higher.  They create an en-
tirely new concept of building, the Gothic cathedral, with its pointed arch, ribbed vault 
and flying buttress, spiraling upward as part of a hymn to the glory of God. 

Pillars details constructing cathedrals and describes life in the Middle Ages (which is 
why I wanted to read it) with a supporting story line.  For my part the book could have 
been shorter, with a lot less ‘story.’  I found the characters distracted a bit from the his-
torical and architectural developments.  Essentially the plot takes the primary actors 
from 6 to 60, with all the attendant drama of living in England during the civil war be-
tween Empress Maud and her cousin, King Stephen.  This great social upheaval shred-
ded the fabric of society.  People routinely changed loyalties.  Plus storms and fits of 
bad weather destroyed the harvests for years .  Consequently many people died of star-
vation, not just from the murderous mayhem of those who wished to be their rulers.  
Neither Maud nor Stephen could get the upper-hand and the fortunes of war flipped-
flopped back and forth.  The resolution after about 15 years of fighting (1135-1153) was for Stephen to be King but 
for Maud’s son to inherit as Henry II.  If you have ever read or seen any of the 20 or so Brother Cadfael mysteries, 
they are of the same era.  (Footnote:  Henry II married Eleanor of Aquitaine and fathered Richard the Lion-Hearted 
and John of Robin Hood and Magna Carta fame, but Pillars occurs before all that happens.  The movie Lion in Win-
ter with Katherine Hepburn and Richard Burton shows how Eleanor and Henry got along.)  Pillars reaches Thomas 
Becket, and his murder is one of the book’s last scenes.  Given that this is a novel, Becket’s death tangentially af-
fects the characters, but his death in a cathedral at the wish of King Henry II underscores the continuing power 
struggles between Church, state and gentry.  Just watch the movie Becket or read T.S. Eliot’s Murder in the Cathe-
dral to pick up the details.  
          Enjoy, Peggy
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 Antonio F. Rodriquez

Call (703) 731-6809

Numerous excellent references 
Available from within the 
Lyon Park Community

R & M
CLEANING SERVICES

RELIABLE • EXPERIENCED • GOOD REFERENCES
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING • REASONABLE RATES

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT

Free-in-home Estimates
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally
Move-in or Move-out Office

Call MARYEN or RAUL at

[703] 321-5335
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It’s time to join or renew your membership in the 
Lyon Park Citizens’ Association

If you’re reading this, you already see the value $10 buys! 
You may also “Renew for 2” years @ $20

Our annual membership dues cycle ‘resets’ in September!
(But thanks to so many of you who “renewed for two” since last September. 
Your dues are covered for the September 2008- August 2009 dues year.) 

Not sure if your dues are paid for the upcoming year? 
Drop a note to membership chair Melissa Bondi (mmbondi@yahoo.com) and she’ll let you know. 

According to our LPCA Constitution, Article II, Membership: 
Membership in the Association shall be open to all persons eighteen years of age or older who either 
own or lease a residence within the boundaries of the Association. Each person eligible for member-
ship may have full voting privileges as long as his/her household is current in its dues.

Membership in the association allows you to vote on decisions of the association, participate as an officer or representative of LPCA, 
and helps our all-volunteer crew pay bills, produce this newsletter, and offer support for neighborhood programs. 

It’s only $10 per household per year!

Clip out & return the form below, or 
renew your membership 

in person at any regular monthly meeting

PLEASE PAY YOUR LPCA DUES
Membership supports many activities. Please complete this form and send it with your check pay-
able to LPCA to Membership, 414 N. Fillmore Street, Arlington, VA 22201.

New member $10          Renewal $10
  Renew for two years! $20

 Hint:  Use a return address label here 
Name________________________________________

Address______________________________________

Home phone__________________________________

E-mail________________   Add me to the Lyon Park listserv

COMMUNITY INTERESTS: Check all that apply

Annual Craft Fair
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Hesitant to snip? 

The membership form is 

available on the web site 

www.lyonparkcitizens.org, 

on the ABOUT US page
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The Barbarians are at the Gate!  
(or The Enemy Within)                      Bill Anhut
The destructive Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is killing our ash trees.  
This pest—native to Asia—was first detected in Michigan in 2002 
and is responsible for killing more than 20 million ash trees in sev-
eral states.  EAB has been found in Fairfax County and may be in 
our midst here in Arlington.  As a result, the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture has issued a quarantine order for Arlington County, 
which prohibits movement of ash trees, wood chips from ash spe-
cies, other untreated ash lumber products and all hardwood fire-
wood outside of the quarantined area.

Adult beetles are ½ inch 
long, have a bright green 
metallic color and emerge 
from June through August.  
Females feed on ash tree 
leaves for 22 days before 
laying eggs in crevices on 
the ash tree’s bark.  Eggs 
hatch in a week.  The larvae 
immediately bore through 

the tree’s bark and create S-shaped tunnels by feeding on the 
cambium (live tissue just under the bark layer) during the autumn.  
They reside in their S-shaped tunnels throughout the winter and 
pupate in the spring. Adults exit through D-shaped holes in the 
bark to restart the annual cycle.  The larva tunneling cuts off the 
food and water supply to the tree.  Dieback starts at the tree’s top 
and progresses down the trunk, ultimately killing the tree.  Unfortu-
nately there is a lack of experience and research about the EAB 
and insecticides are unproven.  Treatments have been reported to 
be effective on a tree by tree basis and are expensive.  Communi-
ties are managing the EAB threat by carefully destroying infested 
trees and their pests and preventing the spread to other ash trees.

This pest is particularly alarming to Lyon Park because Arlington 
County’s two largest White Ash 
trees are thriving in the center 
of our neighborhood park.  
There are many other mature 
white and green ash trees in 
our neighborhood.  Ash trees 
grow to be large shade trees 
and can usually be identified by 
the seven to nine leaflets per 
leaf stem (see photo).  The leaf 
shape is “lanceolate,” which means they are much longer than 
wide, broader below the middle and tapering to the top.

What should we do?  First determine whether you have an ash 
tree in your yard or near you.  Be on the lookout for dieback to the 
trees branches, tunneling marks in the tree trunk and small metal-
lic green beetles during the summer months.  If you suspect an 
infested ash tree, notify me, Bill Anhut (301) 908-8204, immediate-
ly.  After confirming an EAB infestation, I will consult with Kirsten 
Buhls of the Virginia Extension Service to determine a plan of ac-
tion to try to save the tree and prevent further spread to healthy 
trees.  If the tree cannot be saved, it must be promptly removed by 
a reputable company familiar with disposal and quarantine regula-
tions.  It is important to contain the spread of EAB by not transport-
ing infested wood, notably firewood and hardwood mulch.  Maybe 
it is a good time to consider installing the gas fireplace you have 
been considering!  You also might consider mulching your garden 
and trees using the County’s leaf mulch instead of hardwood 
mulch.  Finally, say a prayer that Lyon Park’s beautiful old ash 
trees survive this threat!

Arlington Kids Stuff Sale
The Arlington Kids Stuff Sale is scheduled for Saturday Septem-
ber 27 from 8 AM to noon.  Kids Stuff Sale features used, season-
ally appropriate kids clothes, toys and gear, plus maternity 
clothes, books, videos, kids’ furniture and more.  
From birth on up, we have the warm clothes 
kids will need this winter...  and the books and 
toys to keep everyone busy!

The consignment sale is held at St Andrew's 
Episcopal Church at 4000 Lorcom Lane, at the 
corner of Military Road and Lorcom Lane.  
Plenty of parking; free admission.  For more 
information, go to http://kidsstuffsale.com/.

If you have questions, please contact Jill Ra-
bach at kidsstuffarlington@gmail.com or (703) 
898-3455.

thanks 

Chuck Beames         
for his donation of the like-new refrigerator that now 

lives in the Community Center’s small kitchen.  

The Lyon Park Community Center



•YARD SALE: Saturday, September 20, 8 AM 
to 2 PM, in the park.  (see ad on page 17)
•Woman's Club:  Tuesday, September 23, 12 
noon, potluck luncheon/membership meeting.
• Fitness Pursuits: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
4:30 PM– 5:30 PM.  Catherine Fergusen, (703) 
522-0301. 
• Duplicate Bridge: Every Friday, 9:00 AM -   
1:30 PM.
• CABOMA (Capital Area Bluegrass Old-time 
Music Association), 2nd and 4th Sundays of ev-
ery month, 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM.
• St. Hildegaard's Old Catholic Church: Sun-
days at 10 AM. Fr. Stan, (703) 528-1825 
www.sthildegards.org.
• Zumba Classes (New), beginning Tuesday, 
September 30, 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM.  Tanya, 
(703) 606-9687. See her ad on page 19.
• 1920 Lyon Park Sales Brochure.  Reproduc-
tion copy,  24 pp. Gary or Kit Putnam, (703) 
527-2266. $7 ea or 5/$25.  All proceeds benefit 
the Lyon Park Community Center.  
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Character is what emerges from all the little things you were too busy 
to do yesterday, but did anyway.

~ Mignon McLaughlin

Arlington County 4-H Canines Club
Youth ages 9 and older. This club has trainers from WOOFS! 
Dog Training Center (who donate their time to the club) available 
to youths on Tuesday evenings beginning early in September.  
Work with your dog to earn Canine Good Citizenship, Obedi-
ence, Rally, and Agility certification. One club member and her 
dog took first in Agility Jumpers for her 
division at the August Fairfax County 
4-H Fair! Contact us for more info:
Arlington4canines@gmail.com
Arlington4HARFClub@gmail.com
(703) 237-6136

Lyon Park Community Center News
As many of you know, the LPCC Board of Governors has plans to renovate our 1925 structure.  Selecting plans has taken many years, 
but we have finally reached a decision.  In addition to updating the main hall and many of its original components, modernizing the in-
adequate restroom facilities that look pretty much how they looked when the building first opened must be a priority.  Assuming all 
pledged funds from many different sources are available, years of efforts by many people have already raised a little over half of what 
we will need.  Going forward, fundraising will jump into a higher gear.  We will begin asking for direct donations—from Lyon Park resi-
dents and businesses.  We must close the funding gap this winter so that we can stop planning and start acting–this will take a collec-
tive effort.  

In 1925, many families donated the equivalent of $1,000 in today’s dollars to build the original building.  Today, building costs and build-
ing codes have far outpaced 1925 costs and codes, so once-in-a-lifetime donations will be needed from many families.  We hope you 
will be receptive to continuing Lyon Park’s long tradition of robust financial support for the Community Center.

We are pleased to announce that the Warren G. Stambaugh Memorial Foundation recently pledged $30,000 toward Community Center 
renovation.  Warren Stambaugh was a Lyon Park neighbor, a friend to the Community Center, and a long term state legislator.  During 
his legislative career Warren authored the landmark Virginians with Disability Act, which later served as the basis for American with Dis-
abilities Act.   The Foundation, created to honor his memory after his untimely death, focuses on assisting people with disabilities, a 
cause that he championed in the General Assembly.  The Foundation’s commitment to assist the Community Center’s renovation con-
tinues Warren’s work.

In addition to planning for renovations, the Board of Governors has tackled many capital improvements.  Elsewhere in the newsletter, 
the Board of Governors financial statement for the past year shows $27,000 spent on improvements included replacing the main hall 
floor, structural repairs, installing new interior French doors, building a better fenced area for the trash generated at the community cen-
ter and park, and replacing a furnace.  In addition to capital improvements, we undertook extensive replacement of old wiring and con-
tinued regular improvements.  Notwithstanding the extensive work, the Community Center’s financial health improved over the past 
year.  In the coming year, we will continue to address improvements in the park and in the building, while maintaining long-term finan-
cial discipline.  

         Kevin Baer, Chair
         Lyon Park Community Center  



“There comes a time in the planning process that
the exterior is just as important as the entire project.”

Blackburn Construction Company Inc.
Arlington, VA since 1983

703.243.6369

Model available
by appointment

~Call for a consultation today

•Design;Build
•New homes
•Additions
•Remodel

Lyon Park Community House
Monday - Friday 8 AM to 5:30 PM  $ 25.00/hour
Monday - Thursday  6 - 10 PM
   Members   $ 80.00
   Non-Members  $100.00

Weekends/Holidays
Saturday Morning Kids Birthday Party

  under 10 years old 
  up to 4 hrs ending before 2:30 PM

  *Special Flat Rate $100
Half Day (8 AM - 2:30 PM or 3:30 - 10 PM)

   Members   $250.00
   Non Members  $400.00

Full Day 8 AM - 10 PM
   Members   $400.00

   Non-Members  $550.00
Member rates apply only to current LPCA members.
www.lyonpark.info, rent@lyonpark.info, or 
(703)527-9520 for availability/reservations

LPCA does not endorse or investigate advertised 
services or products.  We assume no responsibility 

for ad accuracy  or services/products provided.

Miscellaneous Services
Pet Sitter extraordinaire Carolyn Grahn, 12, will take care 
of all of your pets!  Experienced caring for dogs, cats, 
birds, and various rodents. 243-9212
Pet sitting and dogwalking - we love animals and we can 
care for and/or exercise your dogs, cats, rodents and/or 
fish!  Sally, (17) or Nick (13) Bornbusch, 351-9360.
Violin Lessons for elementary school students: call Jackie 
Anhut, 528-3665.
Violin Lessons from prize-winning violinist for students of 
all ages and skill.  Thomas Moran, 351-7852.

GET SOMEONE'S ATTENTION! The Citizen is 
hand delivered to 1900 households each month.  
The Citizen’s classified ads are free for industrious 
teens (babysitters, leaf rakers, snow shovelers) 
who need cash or have nagging parents. All others 
pay $10.00 for 20 words. Use area code 703 un-
less otherwise noted.

Teen Babysitting  
Alyse Alicandro, 16, Red Cross and CPR certified, 
experienced with infants 528-1995.
Jackie Anhut, 17, Red Cross certified, 528-3665.
Sally Bornbusch, 17, Red Cross certified, 351-9360 
Nick Bornbusch, 13, Red Cross certified, no infants, 
351-9360
Liza Gibbs, 14, Red Cross certified, 350-2911
Andrew Karpinski, Age 15,scheduled for certifica-
tion class, 524-1575. 
Katie Menoche, 15, Red Cross and CPR certified, 
243-3823
Stephen Moran, 14, Red Cross certified,  351-7852.
Thomas Moran, 18, Red Cross certified, 351-7852.
Riley Shepardson, 16, Red Cross certified, CPR 
certified, no infants, 525-6834.
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Development Corner                                                                                                    Natalie Roy
The following are updates on two development projects in the neighborhood.

2201 N Pershing Drive - August 2008
At the Lee Center, all retail tenants have now vacated their stores, with the exception of Dan Kain Trophies, who will continue to oper-
ate through the winter. According to the developer, Abbey Road, engineering testing activity is ongoing, and the architectural photo-
graphic study of the building as required by the County approvals should be underway shortly. Abbey Road is also looking into the 
possibility of fencing off portions of the site.

At the Duron Center, the state liquor warehouse is planning to move out by year end. All of the other tenants will continue to operate as 
usual for now. Abbey Road, the developer, reports that the overall project schedule has been delayed a bit, and their current projection 
is to start site work next summer, with demolition beginning several months earlier, possibly in several phases.

At A Glance: Garfield Park
•According to the developer, financing for the project 
has not yet been committed.
•Utilities were disconnected August 7.
•CVS and Sala Thai have vacated  the building. 
•Fencing was put up at the entrances to the site.
•They will break ground after Labor Day.
•Construction activity will occur between the hours of 7 
AM and 6:30 PM weekdays, and 10 AM and 6:30 PM 
weekends and holidays.  The contractor will clean adja-
cent streets and sidewalk daily.
•The developer projects a 22-month construction time 
table (expects fall 2010 completion)
•As part of the site conditions, the developer will give 
the LPCC $17,500 for renovations. 
•Another site condition: the developer must give 
$50,000 to the County for traffic calming measures in 
Lyon Park.  We will work with the County to get a han-
dle on the process and learn when to expect support 
from them on this front.
•As another site condition, the site’s 32 trees are being 
donated to the Arlington Partnership for Affordable 
Housing (APAH).  APAH can sell or recycle the trees as 
they see fit. The developer will notify APAH when they 
can retrieve the trees.
•Clark Construction is the general contractor. 

Clark’s liaison from their group to our 
community is Ron Asselin.

Problems? Questions? Reach him at 
(240) 672-4626.

Garfield Park - 2008 Update 
Background: The project is a mixed-used development on the cor-
ner of Garfield and 10th street [5-story apartment building and re-
tail]. It includes 149 residential units and a minimum of three retail 
businesses.  There will be 283 parking spaces. The community 
was involved in the site plan process as early as September 2003.
 
LPCA, Clarendon Courthouse, and the County approved the proj-
ect in June 2004.  LPCA association members did have a number 
of concerns about the project at the time.   Some were addressed 
and others were not.  But like it or not, this particular project was 
approved by the County Board four years ago.  Note, that if this 
project were being reviewed today, some facets could be altered 
based on our own knowledge and current County requirements.  
None-the-less, the approved five-year old conditions for this project 
are all that is required for Developer compliance.  While we can 
make "suggestions," neither we nor the County are in a position to 
ensure or demand the Developer adopts or even considers them.
 
Tom Shooltz, the developer, is required to share a number of plans 
with the community including 

 a parking plan for construction workers 
 a signage plan (directional signs during construction/retail 

signs etc.)
 lighting plan for internal and external public areas
 a pedestrian plan, and 
 a retail attraction and marketing plan.

Shooltz shared some of these plans with us prior to two meetings 
that were held on August 14 and 16, and many of them are posted 
on the LPCA web site. Clark Construction updated attendees about 
various conditions at the meeting. 

Shooltz also says he wants community support to put up low-key 
white twinkling lights around the site to enhance the ambiance for 
the retail establishments in the building.  

The developer recently informed LPCA that his funding is now not 
definite and that he hopes to close after Labor Day. We will keep 
you updated on this very important development which determines 
whether the project goes forward or not.

See the Lyon Park web site 
www.lyonparkcitizens.org 

for development updates during the month.

IMPORTANT VOTING INFORMATION: ARLINGTON RESIDENTS
On Tuesday, November 4, 2008 there will be a General Election for the offices of President and Vice Pres-

ident, U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives (8th District), County Board, and School Board (two 
seats). Also on the ballot will be a Special Election for five County referendum questions. All polling places 

are open on Election Day from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The deadline to register to vote or update your registration address for the No-
vember 4 election is Monday, October 6, 2008. 

See Arlington’s Election Information page 
(http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/VoterRegistration/VoterRegistrationElectionInformation.aspx) 

for more ballot information.
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Arlington Turkey Trot!
Christ Church of Arlington 

 is hosting the 3nd annual 
Arlington Turkey Trot on 

Thanksgiving Day, 
November 27, 2008 

at 8:00 AM. 

Subliminal messageCan you write a newsletter article?
E-mail famlars@msn.com

Register 
•on-line through the CCA website, 
www.ccapca.org, or 
•mail the insert in this issue, or
•copy the registration form from 
the web site and send it to 3020 N. 
Pershing, Arlington,  22201. 

Recent monitoring of the mosquito popula-
tion in Lyon Park detected Asian Tiger mos-
quitoes infected with West Nile virus. Asian 
Tiger mosquitoes, which are human-biting 
mosquitoes, are more active in the daytime 
than some other species of mosquitoes. 
The Environmental Health Bureau will 
spray with hand-held and backpack 
sprayers on public property in parts of the 
Lyon Park neighborhood to reduce the 
mosquito population. The exact date and 
time of the spraying will be determined by 
the weather, but could occur as early as 
Wednesday afternoon, Aug. 27, at 4 PM. 

Potential areas to be sprayed include the 
walkway/bike trail and vegetation in Lyon 
Park. Because the mosquitoes are active in 
daytime, spraying must occur during the 
daytime. The spray dries within an hour and 
poses little risk to humans.

W
h

at’s the buzz a
bo

u
t?
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New Web Site! 
Reset Your Bookmarks!

We happily announce Lyon Park’s new web site: 
 

www.lyonparkcitizens.org 
This new site replaces the site at lyonpark.org, while the site 
at lyonpark.info will continue to the home site for the Lyon 
Park Community Center. 

The new site has a number of exciting new features, such as 
a new section to provide advice for common community 
problems. It is intended to be the “go-to” site for 

 information about current happenings in Lyon Park
 topics being addressed by the Citizens Association
 information of interest to the community. 

Although the site is incomplete, we welcome suggestions 
and information about current events. The site will have to 
grow and develop over time, so please understand the gaps, 
and feel free to provide ideas and suggestions. 

Thanks, and enjoy!

Not-Just-a-Craft Fair: November 22
The annual Not-Just-a-Craft Fair will be held Saturday, November 
22 at the Community Center.  

 Can you help us select vendors from among numerous ap-
plications? We need volunteers to review approximately 15 
applications and the applicants' crafts; this should take only 
an hour or two one evening next week.

 Are you a crafter or do you know a crafter who would like to 
apply to rent a table?  Full and half tables are available at 
$40 and $20 respectively.  We look for good quality crafts, 
and try to minimize duplication.

 Are you handy with a needle or glue gun?  Any chance you 
could make and donate an item or two to a Community 
Center table?  All proceeds will go to the building fund.

 Would you be interested in helping with the Woman’s Club 
farmers market?  We need strong bodies to pick up pro-
duce Friday, November 21, and math-savvy residents to 
man the cash register on Saturday.

  Please contact Jeannette Wick 
  (703) 524-8531 

  or jywickrph@aol.com.
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Plastics: Recycle or Incinerate?
Caroline Wick

For many years, Arlington County has collected plastics la-
beled with numbers 1 and 2, but at the beginning of the sum-
mer the County announced they would begin to collect plastics 
numbered 3 through 7 at its two Drop-off Centers (located at 
530 North Quincy street and at the corner of South Four Mile 
Run and Columbia Pike).  Recently, the County web site an-
nounced that in Spring 2009, Arlington will accept plastics 
numbered 1 through 7 via curbside collection.  Even with this 
new development, a few Lyon Park citizens are wondering 
whether it is better to recycle plastics or put them in the trash?  
Since Arlington sends the majority of its trash to a Waste to 
Energy incinerator, burning enough trash to produce power for 
23,000 homes, it seems like sending plastics there, rather than 
to the recycling station, may be more environmentally friendly.

Few arguments favor incinerating plastics.  
First, and perhaps most obvious, burning 
products destroys resources that can be 
reused, creating a new need for virgin ma-
terials.  Next, new plastic resin, or virgin 
resin, comes from oil and natural gas; its 
price soared after the hurricanes in 2005,  
when the building blocks of virgin resins 
became scarce. The demand for recycled 
plastics increased. 

Simply put, intensive recycling saves more 
energy than waste incineration creates. 
Incineration cannot recover energy invest-
ed in the manufacturing process 
(extraction, processing, fabrication and 

chemical synthesis). Recycling (or even better, reuse) does 
conserve energy used in those developmental processes.  Or, 
as the County web site puts is, “Providing recycled materials to 
industry instead of virgin materials helps reduce the amount of 
energy used in production of new materials.”  In fact, in Munici-
pal Waste Incineration: A Poor Solution for the Twenty-First 
Century, Dr. Paul Connett indicates that recycling all of the re-
cyclables that we currently burn in modern trash incinerators 
would save three to five times as much energy as the incinera-
tor produces.

A second benefit, and one that is frequently missed, is 
recycling’s economic gains.  According to the County web site, 
the recycling industry generates $236 billion in annual reve-
nues and employs approximately 1.1 million people.  And, the 
County approximated that each ton we recycle saves $17 
when compared to sending it to our Waste to Energy incinera-
tor. This may not seem like a big savings, but the facility pro-
cesses 975 tons of trash per day. 

“To recognize that it is overconsumption that is giving us both 
global warming and a waste disposal crisis, is to recognize that 

trash is the most concrete connection each individual has to 
the global crisis.”  –Dr. Paul Connett

Recycling is a better option than burning.  Burning creates tox-
ins and carbon dioxide (a greenhouse gas) during the combus-
tion process (although the incinerator was recently upgraded to 
meet Clean Air Act standards) and the residual ash.  The most 
environmentally-friendly decision you can make is to reduce 
your plastics consumption.  Remember that elementary school 
slogan, “Reduce, reuse, recycle”?  It still holds true.



Are You a Listserv Member?
Residents, property owners and business/nonprofit inter-

ests located in Lyon Park are eligible 
to use the LPCA-created and main-
tained Lyon Park Community list-
serv. Increasingly, we use this 
mechanism to share information and 
late-breaking news. To subscribe, 
please visit:
http://lyonpark.org/mailman/listinfo/comm

unity_lyonpark.org

You may select the digest option to 
reduce the number of E-mails received without reducing 
access to content.

Dinner Chefs Mob Lyon Park
Members of the Woman’s Club invite you to join us to learn how 
to have dinner ready when you walk in the door.  We will meet at 
the Community Center in the kitchen.  In one two hour session, 
we’ll 

 Sample several main courses made in crock pots
 Learn how to use kitchen machines to make life easier
 Share stories of kitchen successes and failures
 Laugh and laugh and laugh

The cost will be less than $20. Please contact Cheryl Grandinetti 
at (434) 825-9337 or zingara3834@gmail.com if interested.
 

PROPOSED DATE: OCTOBER 18!
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Long Branch News            Maria DiGiulian
The school year is here again, and the Long Branch community 
looks forward to another fantastic year.  Long Branch continues 
to have exceptional leadership and management in principal Feli-
cia Russo, and an unmatched teaching staff.  Other exceptional 
staff members also make Long Branch a special place.

Long Branch is more popular than ever, with an expected in-
crease in its student population to more than 480 students.  This 
increase has of course increased the number of teachers, too.  

The PTA is already planning for the new year, hoping to build on 
the 2008-2009 school year’s incredible success.  The fundraising 
year will start with the annual Innisbrook wrapping paper sales 
from September 5 to 30.  Please buy when your Long Branch 
neighbors knock on your door!  Or, you can purchase merchan-
dise on line and give credit to Long Branch Elementary School.
Web site:  www.innisbrook.com. School number: 116155. Other 
major fundraisers include the Book Fair and the Spring Auction.  
The auction will be held on March 21, so save the date now for a 
fun community event that benefits the school immensely.  This 
year, the PTA hopes to use its funds to update and increase stu-
dent and teacher access to high technology, such as SMART 
boards and laptops, to enhance teaching and learning.  It will also 
increase parent education programs throughout the year, and 
enhance and expand its “adopt a family” program that helps 
needy families.

The Long Branch PTA strongly supports its students and teach-
ers.  For example, at the end of last year the PTA provided a gen-
erous donation to the library to update its collection.  Long Branch 
also needed band and orchestra instruments, and the PTA was 
able to help.  Students are also enriched by numerous field trips, 
and many buses for those trips are PTA-funded—buses for as 
many as 10 field trips a month, in fact.

On August 19, the School Board held a work session to consider 
major Arlington school district boundary changes that could im-
pact Long Branch.  Last year’s process did not impact Long 
Branch, and the Board decided to continue that process through-
out the summer.  The superintendent is expected to make a new 
recommendation on boundary issues in November.  The Long 
Branch PTA is following this issue closely, advocating strongly for 
Long Branch in every step of the process.

PTA meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month at 7:30 
PM in the Long Branch library.  All are welcome.

Upcoming events:
September 5-30, Innisbrook Wrapping Paper fundraiser
September 17, 7:30 to 9 p.m. Back to School Night

Better Budget

Budget coaching to reduce your 
financial stress level

703-509-9846
     Do you:

Make good money but live from 
 paycheck to paycheck?

Never seem to be able to save 
 because “life happens?”

With a few tips and a little effort, you can get 
control of your finances, reduce debt, and save 

for the future.  Better Budget can show you how.

Call today to schedule a free initial consultation.  
Ed Menoche, Budget Coach
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Store/Internet Link Long Branch 
ID

Thomas 
Jefferson ID

Washington-
Lee ID

 Giant A+ Bonus Bucks  at http://www.giantfood.com/aplus 02189 02007 02195

Harris Teeter Together in Education at
http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together_in_education/tie.aspx

3887 3905 3917

Safeway eScrip at
http://www.escrip.com/merchants/identity/safe_east/index.jsp

6623907 6595513 6679503

Target Take Charge of Education at target.com, then click on "about 
Target," click on "Community," on the left click on "Education" and then 
"Take Charge of Education”

103253 103251 103263

LINK TO OUR SCHOOLS WHEN SHOPPING
Harris Teeter, Giant, Safeway, and Target stores contribute a percentage of eligible grocery purchases to one or more participating 
schools that you designate. It's easy and free to participate. Please take a few minutes to link your savings cards to Lyon Park neigh-
borhood schools. Even if you designated school(s) in 2007-2008, you will need to renew that designation for 2008-2009.  

Stop by the customer service desk at the stores, or sign up on-line. 
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Café Atlantico                                 Margaret Dean
We love a leisurely dinner before the Shakespeare Theatre and fre-
quently visit Café Atlantico, twice in June.  Their South American 
fusion is always a pleasure.  For both visits the four of us started 
with the guacamole, made table-side to our taste in a volcanic rock 
bowl, for us to spread on warm flour tortillas.  Fortunately, with Ju-
lius Caesar waiting in the wings (and similarly when Anthony and 
Cleopatra waited), the fixed price, pre-theatre menu (which changes 
regularly) appealed to all.  So instead of having Jerk Chicken with 
plantain puree and roasted garlic or beef cheeks with sweet potato 
puree or Dominican conch fritters, two opted for a yummy duck con-
fit (tiny Brussels sprouts, apples, pine nuts, raisins, with a Pedro Xi-
menez reduction), one for the grilled flank steak with malanga puree 
and one chose salmon in a sauce of tomatoes, olives, onions, ca-
pers, avocado and lime.  The mixed green salad with fresh herbs, 
crispy wild rice, a blue cheese and walnut vinaigrette would have 
made an entire lunch, but this was dinner so we ate everything.  For 
dessert, whether we selected the sorbet of the day or the warm 
chocolate cake, everyone was happy.  Neither week was anything 
left: no crumbs, not even a lonely sprig of mint.  The wine selection 
is fine, as is the beer.

If you are disciplined and limit yourself to fixed price dining, you can 
slide in and out for $35/each.  If you weaken, as we did, and have 
guacamole, sparkling water, and several drinks (I think the mojitos 
are great, or it may be just because I like mint leaves drowned in 
rum and soda, and stirred with a stick of sugar cane) or wine, or 
cappuccino, the account mounts quickly.  

One drawback at the pre-Caesar encounter, although not typical, 
was the noise level.  The building is small, with three dining levels 
around an open stairwell.  The kitchen is between the first and sec-
ond and, with carpeting and table cloths and padded tables, the 
noise level has always been tolerable for us.  Recently however we 
were on the second floor, next to the mini bar, where the chef indi-
vidualizes specialties in front of the waiting clientele.  Perhaps it was 
only because we did not share in that delightful experience that we 
thought the crowd increasingly jolly, and increasingly noisy.  

405 8th Street NW, Washington, DC 20004
Telephone (202) 393-0812

Doorways         Kathleen McSweeney
Mid-summer, Doorways closed out its current fiscal year and 
with it, the first six months of operating the newly-renovated 
Family Home.  Between December 2007 and June 2008, we 
provided a home and corresponding services for 22 adults 
and 37 children here in Lyon Park.  For some of these chil-
dren, the Family Home served as their first home—four ba-
bies were born to mothers in the program during the past 
several months.  In addition to the 59 people we served, we 
were forced to turn away 370 people—185 adults and 185 
children—looking for shelter during this same period.  As the 
prices of food and gas have risen, so too have the numbers of 
families in need.  Calls to our programs have steadily in-
creased each month.

During the Arlington County Board’s July meeting, the Family 
Home’s use permit was reviewed, and the Board extended it 
for another two years.  At the end of the two year period, the 
County Board will again review the use permit that allows the 
Family Home to operate in Lyon Park.

With the advent of the new school year, Doorways is working 
with a number of Northern Virginia college campuses to raise 
awareness about dating violence and resources available to 
victims, as well as to educate friends, family members, and 
co-workers on how they can help someone experiencing dat-
ing abuse. Through the Red Flag campaign, Doorways is 
reaching out to thousands of area college students and train-
ing close to 50 area college staff on dating abuse response, 
including Marymount University students and faculty.  This 
program was made possible through a grant from Verizon.

October brings the annual Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. Through a series of events, a poster campaign, and a 
brochure outlining resources that is distributed in local papers, 
Doorways raises awareness about domestic violence in our 
community and workplaces and reaches out to survivors and 
bystanders.

If you or anyone you know needs help in escaping a violent 
living situation, please contact either 911 (in the event of an 
immediate emergency) or call the Domestic Violence Program 
Hotline at (703) 237-0881.  If you have any questions about 
donations, please contact Candice Lopez at (703) 522-8858 
x19, or visit the Doorways website at www.doorwaysva.org.  

Who Lives Here?
If Cleveland Street was water and you could sail eastward in a boat, this is the house 
that would put you in mind of the Mediterranean.  Located at 2602 N. Cleveland 
Street, at the corner of 9th, it’s Joe and Jill Presta’s lovely villa.  It  is oh-so-Italian, as 
are they!  The Prestas lived in this house for ten years before renovating, and did so 
because they love this walkable area. Jill is quite the cook, and loves her spacious 
kitchen and wine cellar, which has custom mahogany wine racks, stone walls and 
stone-tiled floors. Imagine the wine tastings and dinners they host down there, with 
guests dipping cheese fondue around their Italian pub table. (Jill says that although 
Joe doesn’t really cook, he is always available to help.)  Elsewhere in the house, they 
kept the original wood burning fire place, but added two additional fireplaces, one in 
their Master suite and one in family room. 

Jill and Joe walk when and where they can, and Joe works close enough that he can 
walk to work.  The Prestas dine out, too, and count Tallulah, Taste of Morocco, El 
Charrito Caminante and Village Bistro among their favorites. 

Sail by if you have a chance, and see if the Presta’s home doesn’t remind you of 
those wonderful homes along the water in Italy.
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Saturday, September 20, 2008
8 AM to 2 PM
In Lyon Park

Residents and guests (yoo-hoo! Ashton Heights?!?!?)
are encouraged to participate.

Rent a space for $15, or two for $25
Need a table? Rent ours for $5 each

Let us do the advertising and attract the crowd.
Unload all that accumulated trash--oops, we mean TREASURE!

For information,  or to volunteer to help, please contact 
Margaret Scrymser  

Scryms23@toast.net
(703) 527-5091

Save the date

2008 Lyon Park Children's 
Parade of Costumes

Saturday, October 25, 3:00 PM

If you would like to volunteer to help out, please 
contact Zoe Kant (zoekant@yahoo.com)

Arlington Home 
Improvements LLC

• Licensed, Bonded, Insured
• 1 story additions

• Accessory Structures/guest quarters
• Your project, your design

• Excellent Lyon Park references
• Ten + years experience building

Experience matters

voice: 703-465-8019 * email: johnmw@verizon.net

Construction that won’t 
break your piggy bank
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Major Remodels  

Additions  

Kitchens & Baths  

Basements 

Outdoor Spaces 

703‐425‐5588  
www.SunDesignInc.com 

CREATING SPACE 
FOR THE WAY YOU  
WANT TO LIVE 

WE  LISTEN. 

WE  DESIGN. 

WE REMODEL. 

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY! TOUR 3 SUN DESIGN REMODELED HOMES. 

September 20th, 9am‐2pm 
6321 Crosswoods Circle 
Falls Church 22044 

National  award‐winning two‐
story addition and lower level 

coffee bar. 

*October 4 & 5, 11am‐5pm 
15010 Walking Stick Way 

Haymarket 20169 

National award winning 2,200 
square foot lower level family 
retreat and recreation center. 

*October 4 & 5, 11am‐5pm 
8705 Westwood Forest Lane 

Vienna 22182 

Fantastic remodeled kitchen, 
living room addition and deck. 

* These homes are part of the Parade of Homes Tour, which has a $20 per family fee to tour approximately 30 homes. 
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Read My Lips: Shhhh!
A Column Addressing Sensitive Issues
Lyon Park is home to more young children who go to bed early 
than ever before, and many residents rise early to go to work. As 
we approach the autumn season and throw our windows open af-
ter months of air conditioning, all residents and especially new Ar-
lington County residents need to know about our noise ordinances.
 
Arlington’s ordinances for construction limit noise to the daytime 
hours and restrict it to certain decibel levels.  However, most resi-
dents are unaware that Arlington Code’s Noise Ordinance applies 
around-the-clock in residential areas—specifically Code Section 
15.7 - prohibited acts and subsection (d) and (e) as below:
 

(d) It shall be unlawful for any 
person to operate, play or per-
mit the operation or playing of 
any radio, television, phono-
graph, tape player, drum, mu-
sical instrument, sound 
amplifier or similar device 
which produces, reproduces 
or amplifies sound in such a 
manner as to create a noise 
disturbance within any nearby 

dwelling unit or across a real property boundary.

(e) It shall be unlawful for any person or group of persons to un-
reasonably make, continue or cause to be made or continued any 
noise disturbance.

Technically, it’s also against the law for your carpool to drive up in 
front of your house and toot the horn every morning, and you can-
not run a noisy generator during lengthy power outages if the 
neighbors can hear it!

The Police pointed out this section of the code as applying to resi-
dential properties and commented the residents need to remember 
not to play stereos too loud or with open windows.  Outdoor parties 
when people are imbibing are clearly a problem since voice levels 
increase as partiers imbibe!  

If you have a problem with neighbors, approach them directly, and 
politely, first.  If it continues, call the non-emergency police number 
[(703) 558-2222].

Remember, infractions are criminal violations.  In short you can 
party all hours of the day or night as long as any noise (amplified 
music OR conversation) doesn't cross your property line! Be re-
spectful of your neighbors—remember that even on weekends 
small children are in bed early!

Key Definitions:
Arlington code defines “daytime hours” between 7:00 AM and 
9:00 PM on weekdays and from 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM on Sat-
urdays, Sundays and legal holidays.

Noise disturbance shall denote any sound which:
a. Endangers or injures the safety or health of humans or ani-
mals; 
b. Annoys or disturbs a reasonable person of normal sensitivi-
ties; 
c. Exceeds the applicable maximum permissible noise levels 
as they appear in Arlington’s noise level tables.
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