
Lyon Park monthly meetings:  
March 11, 2009

Then April 8

 Traffic Concerns!

 The Annual Spring Fair needs 
your help!  See Kristen’s fantastic 
call for help on page 14!

 Please pay your dues; Form on 
page 12

 The Fair needs plants and kids 
can help: see page 3 (upside 
down announcement)

Lyon Park       Citizen

A nonpartisan publication serving Lyon Park residents’ common interests 

President’s Message                                                                                                 Natalie U. Roy
Thanks to everyone who came to the meeting last month to speak, vote and listen to their neighbors on the issue of the Lyon Park Com-
munity Center Renovations. I also want to thank members of the LPCA Executive Committee (ExCom) and the Board of Governors' 
(BOG) who worked hard to make the voting process as smooth and fair as possible. The vote counters also deserve a round of thanks, 
staying late under Head Teller Melissa Bondi's guidance.

We will do as LPCA promised. We will work with BOG, in all ways possible, to move forward on a new public input process, and we will 
do it as quickly as possible. As I write this message, we are working to schedule a joint ExCom-BOG meeting on the topic of moving 
forward.

As with any vote of this type, some folks are fine with the results and others disappointed. But as is always the case, the next conten-
tious issue will surely find us agreeing with some of those we disagreed with this time around and vice versa.

 I am very happy to report that a majority of the feedback I have received has been extremely positive, even from people who did not 
get the outcome they desired. Most agreed that the end result of last month’s meeting is that the community at-large wants a renewed 
public process with the opportunity for more input. 

The LPCA ExCom is committed to making that happen in a timely manner.  To reiterate what I posted on the listserv, in order to be suc-
cessful we need to stay positive and work together as a community.  If the energy in the room last month is any indicator, we should be 
able to move quickly and do it with considerable community involvement.  We had 169 people participate and vote last month. To my 
knowledge, this is one of the largest, if not THE largest crowd to vote on a community issue. This was on the order of magnitude of the 
Home Depot issue in the mid-90's.  

On other issues, LPCA will be tackling traffic issues during the March 11 meeting, discussing a host of traffic concerns residents have 
brought up. The LPCA Environment Committee will also hold its next meeting on March 26 at 7:30 PM. If you are interested in attend-
ing please e-mail me directly for more details at nroyvilla@comcast.net.

I have one final note on community participation and involvement. We should all be proud of a community like ours, where people take 
the time to weigh in on neighborhood issues. I do get complaints about the LPCA listserv being too harsh and comments about people 
speaking their minds at meetings. But that is democracy in action at its most fundamental level. It is what makes Lyon Park special.

 Thanks again to all of you who participated in February. Hope to see many of you at the March meeting.  Remember we will start the 
meeting with birthday cake to continue the 90th Birthday celebration of the neighborhood!
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Annual Lyon Park Chili Dinner
Saturday, March 28, 5:30 – 7:30 PM

Lyon Park Community House

•All you can eat chili, condiments, 
corn bread, salad, iced tea and lem-
onade.  •BYOB if desired.

Adults: $10
12 and under $5
5 and under $2

We still need help to make this event happen, and we rely on donat-
ed chili and cornbread.  Chili makers will get a ticket for one adult 
dinner.  Please contact Shirley at (703) 527-4316 or 
famlars@msn.com to volunteer your chili, cornbread and/or help set-
ting up or cleaning up.

A huge thank you! to the Fisher Group for their generous financial support!

All proceeds go directly to the Community Center 



LPCA General Meeting                                 
February 11, 2009              Jay Stanley               
LPCA president Natalie Roy opened the meeting by leading the group in a birth-
day song for Lyon Park, which is 90 years old this year. Roy introduced the mem-
bers of the LPCA Executive Committee (ExCom) and the LPCC Board of 
Governors (BOG).

LPCA treasurer Bill Anhut presented a brief report: the LPCA’s finances are in 
good shape, and were not battered by the downturn in the markets.  He ex-
plained that the LPCA ExCom cannot spend more than $1,000 without  member-
ship approval, which is why it was necessary to hold this meeting, which was 
devoted to a vote on whether the LPCA should transfer funds to the BOG for a 
Community Center renovation. 

Roy made introductory remarks about the Community Center issue.  She said 
that one way or another renovation will go forth regardless. 

Frank O’Leary from the Stambaugh Foundation explained the Foundation’s role 
in supporting the renovation.  

BOG Chair Kevin Baer gave a 10-minute overview of the BOG renovation plan 
and the arguments in favor of pursuing it.

Elizabeth Sheehy, LPCA VP for programs, and Elliott Mandel, LPCA VP for 
Neighborhood Conservation, also spoke for 10 minutes.  Sheehy summarized the 
arguments for disapproving the BOG renovation plan.  Mandel outlined a vision 
for a process for developing a new plan if the BOG plan was voted down. 

Roy made brief remarks explaining the ballot and the voting procedure. Voting 
was opened.  Approximately 20 members spoke for 2 minutes each. The results 
were as follows: 

       Question #1: “Do you support renovating the building in a way that preserves 
the historical preservation designation of the building?”
 Yes 104  No 51   Blank 5
       Question #2: “Do you support the LPCC’s Board of Governors-approved ren-
ovation proposal?”
 Yes 81   No 84  Blank 2
       Question #3: “Do you support renovating the internal portions of the building 
(e.g. plastering, painting, removing the paneling, refreshing the current bath-
rooms)?”
 Yes 131  No 25  Blank 7
       Question #4: “Do you support stripping the siding to bring back the original 
stucco exterior?”
 Yes 65  No 77  Blank 16
       Question #5: “Do you support exploring this alternative SW renovation op-
tion?”
 Yes 69  No 84  Blank 9
       Question #6: “Do you support exploring the option of adding a covered porch 
or veranda on the Park side of the building?”
 Yes 94  No 64  Blank 5
       Question #7: “Do you support adding only one ADA-compliant bathroom 
within the existing footprint of the building in the vicinity of the large kitchen?”
 Yes 36  No 111  Blank 12
       Question #8: “Do you support adding only one ADA-compliant bathroom 
within the existing footprint of the building, within the space of the current small 
kitchen?”
 Yes 40  No 98  Blank 13
       On the binding question #9: “Do you authorize the LPCA giving $50k from its 
treasury to the LPCC Board of Governors (BOG) for the purpose of funding their 
renovation plan as described in Action Item #2?”  
 Yes 79   No  90  Blank 0
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Lyon Park’s Loving Cups            Shirley Larson
A number of years ago, someone gave Gary and Kit Putnam 
two Lyon Park loving cups* for safe keeping.  Several years 
ago, he gave them to me, and they are securely locked in the 
Community House.  

The cup on the left reads:  Presented to LYON PARK for best 
Civic Float in Arlington County Water Carnival, November 3, 
1929.  The cup on the right reads:  Winner First Place Com-
munity Contest, Oct 29, 1926, presented by Cleaner County 
Community.

Does any reader have knowledge of these events, or willing to 
do research and report back so we can have a better under-
standing of our history?

*loving cup n..
1. A large ornamental wine vessel, usually made of silver and 
having two or more handles.

Lyon Park Community Center News
The Community Center has two big events approaching.  Great chili 
recipe?  Please volunteer to make a batch for the Chili Dinner on Sat-
urday, March 28.  Or, volunteer to help (see page 1). Of course, 
neighbors with appetites should plan to attend to taste—and vote for 
their favorite among—the many wonderful chilis offered.

Fair-coordinator Kristen Lippert-Martin is collecting volunteers to help 
make the Spring Fair another success on Saturday, May 16 (see page 
12).  Once again, Shirley Larson’s annual Trattoria will pop-up to keep 
everyone well fed.  Please volunteer early.  And, last, we are still look-
ing for someone to help run the silent auction.

New Matters   
The little-tots’ play area needs a refreshment load of sand.  Before we 
dump truck loads of new sand, do you have suggestions to 
change/improve/modify this play area?  Is sand the best fill to use or 
do regular users have other ideas:  kid-safe wood chips, other mulch 
material, rubberized matting (e.g., similar to Clay Park’s play area).  
Obviously, cost differs depending on what we use and some ideas 
may prove too costly, but now is the time to explore the options.  
Please let us know if you have ideas.

Renovation  
In the event anyone missed the results of the recent LPCA decision 
concerning the proposed renovation, the vote outcome was not to 
transfer funds to the Community Center to go forward with the renova-
tion plan.  (See page 2 for vote totals/results).  Without full funding, the 
renovation plan is stalled or in limbo.  The vote results concerning oth-
er concepts, however, do not suggest an obvious design (i.e. in the 
footprint, on the southwest corner, at the north end, or any other rest 
room placement) for Community House renovation.  The unprecedent-
ed attendance for voting indicates that many Lyon Park residents are 
interested in the topic and the next step is for the Board of Governors 
to ask interested residents how they—that is YOU—envision proceed-
ing, as it is clear that community members have many ideas.  Watch 
the next newsletter for dates for a future meeting or meetings.

Communication
Community thoughts and opinions may not always reach the full 
Board of Governors, so we encourage you to send your comments 
(about the park, the community house, events, the renovation, etc.) to 
Chair@lyonpark.info or jywickrph@aol.com or by letter to the BOG 
(414 N. Fillmore).  Using these methods ensures that all BOG mem-
bers receive your comments.  Or, feel free to call me at 524-7588 (and 
I will pass along your comments).

Kevin Baer
Chair, Board of Governors

Celebrate the Life of Disabled Rights Activist 
Larry Pelkey 

at 
Frank O’Leary’s 

26th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Party

to benefit 
 The Warren G. Stambaugh 

Memorial Foundation 
Sunday, March 15, 2009 3-6 pm 

At 
RÍ Rá

2915 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 

For more information or to RSVP:
Call Linda O’Leary at 703-524-7336

A Dixie cup + dirt + sunshine + H2O + 6 weeks = A PLANT
Folks are always looking for herb seedlings at the Spring Fair.  Can you help by  tossing a few seeds into a cup and 
growing basil, thyme, or your favorite? Call Gary Putnam if you need guidance.  See Page 19 for his number!
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 Antonio F. Rodriquez

Call (703) 731-6809

Numerous excellent references 
Available from within the 
Lyon Park Community

R & M
CLEANING SERVICES

RELIABLE • EXPERIENCED • GOOD REFERENCES
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING • REASONABLE RATES

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT

Free-in-home Estimates
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally
Move-in or Move-out Office

Call MARYEN or RAUL at

[703] 321-5335

Care to Advertise?
Business Card -$39;  
Quarter Page - $69; 
Half Page - $99; 
Full Page - $189   
Classifieds - see Classifieds header
One page insert $325

10% Frequency discount;   
5% LPCA Member discount

Contact: Jeannette Wick at
 jywickrph@aol.com or 
(703) 524-8531

Unless otherwise noted, all art in articles 
copyright (c) 2007, Jeannette Wick and 
her licensors.  All rights reserved. 

Villas and Vistas Home and Garden Tour: Sunday, May 31                                              Elizabeth Sheehy
Hard to believe during these cold and windy February and March days, but Villas and Vis-
tas Home and Garden Tour (and all that warm weather) is only three months away.  Thank 
you to those of you who have offered to help plan this year's tour, and those who have of-
fered their homes already.  But we still need more people and more homes!

Please consider opening your home—or garden, or both—to your neighbors.  This promis-
es to be an afternoon of community spirit, inspiring many renovation ideas, educating us 
about the many styles of homes that make up the Lyon Park and Ashton Heights neighbor-
hoods, and giving us all a great reason to walk the streets and make new friends.

Last year, the tour of Lyon Park and Ashton Heights homes, sponsored jointly by each civ-
ic association, included over 20 properties, historic and new, and many in between.  Pro-
ceeds from the tour will benefit the Lyon Park Community Center renovation fund. 

The tour takes place on Sunday, May 31, from 12-4 PM, culminating with a post-tour recep-
tion at the Lyon Park Community Center, celebrating the 90th anniversary of Lyon Park, 
founded in 1919!  Throughout the day, vendors will be on hand in the Community Center to 
offer their services. 

We will have a planning meeting on Sunday March 8 at 4 PM at the Sheehy home.  The 
Villas and Vistas Committee is looking for:

Additional members for the planning committee 
Homes and/or gardens to include on the tour 
Volunteers to help set-up (May 30) and assist on tour day (May 31) 
Businesses to participate in the Vendor Fair during the tour 
Help with the 90th Anniversary post-tour reception

Please let me know if you will join us, or if you are interested but unable to attend.  I can be reached at sheehytp@aol.com (type "Villas 
and Vistas" in the subject line).  I look forward to seeing many of you then, and on May 31.

PLANNING MEETING:
Sunday, March 8, 4 PM
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Lyon Park Community House
Monday - Friday 8 AM to 5:30 PM  $ 25.00/hour
Monday - Thursday  6 - 10 PM
   Members   $ 80.00
   Non-Members  $100.00

Weekends/Holidays
Saturday Morning Kids Birthday Party

  under 10 years old 
  up to 4 hrs ending before 2:30 PM

  *Special Flat Rate $100
Half Day (8 AM - 2:30 PM or 3:30 - 10 PM)

   Members   $250.00
   Non Members  $400.00

Full Day 8 AM - 10 PM
   Members   $400.00

   Non-Members  $550.00
Member rates apply only to current LPCA members.

www.lyonpark.info, rent@lyonpark.info, or 
(703)527-9520 for availability/reservations

McLean Mortgage Corp 
And 

John Rosenbaum
are proud to be a part of fundraising efforts 

for our neighborhood
Community Center 

John Rosenbaum
Sr Loan Officer
McLean Mortgage Corp
402 N Cleveland St (home office)
703/338.8100 cell
jrosenbaum@mcleanlending.com

2009 Tree Planting Season Has Arrived!  Bill  Anhut
March begins a three month period running through May that is ideal 
for planting trees in the Mid-Atlantic U.S.  In our area, planting trees  
from June to September is unwise due to the extreme heat and fre-
quent droughts.  To help jumpstart the planting effort, Arlington Coun-
ty is again providing, free of charge, two species of trees through its 
Tree Giveaway program in May.  The Lyon Park Community has sup-
ported Arlington’s Tree Giveaway program by educating its residents 
about the need to plant trees to replenish our diminishing tree canopy 
and help control the run-off of damaging chemicals into the Chesa-
peake Bay.  Additionally, our neighborhood is blessed to have many 
of its citizens volunteer to plant the giveaway trees in our neighbors’ 
yards!  

During the past 2 years, Lyon Park 
has planted 170 donated trees.  As 
is the custom, two deciduous trees 
will be offered, one that grows into 
a large shade tree and a second 
that can be an ornamental tree or 

serves as under story to shade trees.  The shade 
tree, the Bur Oak, is a slow growing, but very substantial member of 
the white oak family that can live 300 to 400 years and grow as tall as 
100 feet. The Bur Oak would be best located more than 15 feet from 
building structures, ideally on the Southern or Western borders of 
your property (to shade the sun in the summer).  

The second 2009 Giveaway tree is 
the American Filbert or American Ha-
zelnut.  It grows well as under story 
to Bur Oaks, grows to a height of 8-
12 feet and is multi-trunked as in a 
large shrub.  

During the next month, won’t you survey your yard for potential plant-
ing locations?   Please consider surveying your neighbors’ yards as 
well and urge them to contribute to the neighborhood by allowing a 
Bur Oak or American Filbert to be planted on their property.  

Look for details for requesting one or more trees be reserved for you 
and for joining the corps of volunteers helping to plant the trees in the 
April 2009 newsletter.  If you have comments or questions, please 
contact me, Bill Anhut, at (301) 908-8204.



Page 8 - March 2009     www.lyonparkcitizens.org   The Lyon Park Citizen     

Long Branch Updates
                                                            Erika Howder
100 days already?  Yep, as of February 11, students were 100 
days into the school year.  First grade students once again creat-
ed some interesting 100 day collections for display outside their 
classrooms.  Everything from sea shells to buttons to cereal 
showed up to represent the 100 days.

Long Branch students also once again partic-
ipated in the annual book swap as part of the 
national Dr. Seuss Day.  On February 27, all 
Long Branch students had the opportunity to 
choose at least one new-to -them book from 
books brought in by other students.  It was a 
great way for everyone to get some new 
reading material!

The first of three major community events 
also took place in February.  An evening at 
the Silver Diner was fun for all as the staff of 
Long Branch (including Principal Felicia Rus-
so!) acted as the servers for the meals.  A small percentage of 
the sales will be donated to the school.

Mark your calendars for March 21, 2009!  Long Branch's biggest 
fund-raiser of the year, the Annual Auction, is coming!  This is a 
wonderful event held at the Arlington Arts Center.  There will be 
lots of interesting and exciting items, so line up your babysitter 
and plan for a fun night out. This year the event will be catered 
by Restaurant 3!  All proceeds benefit the Long Branch PTA, 
which will use the money for student and teacher support, from 
purchases for classrooms, to scholarships for enrichment pro-
grams and field trip fees.  

Finally, the annual Long Branch Spring Fair is coming on May 30 
from 4  to 7 PM.  Incoming students to visit the school for a fun 
evening, and current and “graduated” families can have a fun 
time socializing. 

Looking for other ways to support Long Branch?
•Purchase an ad in the Long Branch yearbook!   If you have a 
local business and would like to advertise, please contact PTA 
President Maria DiGiulian at mdigiulian@comcast.net.
•Purchase a Long Branch T-shirt!  Long Branch t-shirts are for 
sale, and anyone in the community can buy one!  Shirts are a 
tie-dye design, with a statement that "the world comes together 
at Long Branch" as more than 30 countries are represented at 
the school.  For information contact Betsy Cody at 
longbranchtshirts@verizon.net

Dates to Remember:
 Annual Auction: March 21 
 PTA Meeting: April 1 at 7:30 PM in the library
 Spring Fair: May 30, 4-7 PM

Arlington Kids Stuff Sale: Saturday March 28 from 8 AM 
to noon at St Andrew's Episcopal Church at 4000 Lorcom Lane.  
Features used, seasonally appropriate kids clothes, toys and 
gear, plus maternity clothes, books, videos, kids furniture and 
more.  We have the fun clothes kids will need this summer...  and 
the books and toys to keep everyone busy!  The Kids Stuff Sale 
shares profits with local charities (Arlington Food Assistance, 
AHC Inc. and Art for Humanity) and donates unsold goods to 
Arts for Humanity and other causes.  For more information, go to  
http://www.kidsstuffsale.com. 

Girl Scout Troop 6373                  Jennifer Dunlap
You may have noticed a group of girls in pink shirts canvassing our 
neighborhood last week.  That was Girl Scout Troop 6373 conduct-
ing a canned food drive for the Arlington Food Assistance Center 
(AFAC).  The girls collected more than 200 cans. Thanks to all of 
you who donated.

The girls took the donated food to AFAC and helped pack 50 Emer-
gency Food Kits (EFK). Each EFK is designed to feed two people 
for two days.  The EFKs were delivered to the Arlington County De-
partment of Human Services Crisis Intake Bureau. When a social 
worker sees a client who needs food, they can give them an EFK 
immediately and refer the person to AFAC for further help.

It was an amazing experience for the girls and AFAC was very ap-
preciative of the food and the volunteer efforts.

If you want to help, AFAC needs food and cash donations.  If you 
donate cash, AFAC can buy food at a wholesale level and get ex-
actly what they need.  They can buy twice as much food that way.  
To learn more or make a donation, visit AFAC’s website at 
http://www.afacinfo.org.

Troop 6373 will continue to help out at AFAC.  AFAC told them that 
they have cans and cans of donated pumpkin – which they cannot 
use. So the girls volunteered to make baked goods with the pump-
kin and will have a bake sale to raise money for AFAC.  So be on 
the lookout for a “pumpkin themed” bake sale coming soon!!!!!  

Emma Sheehy, Sophia Delmar, Malin Serfis, 
Christina Hogan, Abigail Boshart



“There comes a time in the planning process that
the exterior is just as important as the entire project.”

Blackburn Construction Company Inc.
Arlington, VA since 1983

703.243.6369

Model available
by appointment

~Call for a consultation today

•Design;Build
•New homes
•Additions
•Remodel

LPCA does not endorse or investigate advertised services 
or products.  We assume no responsibility for ad accuracy  

or services/products provided.

Miscellaneous Services
Dog walking - Thad Jones, 15, 527-0929, cell 350-5832
Pet Sitter extraordinaire Carolyn Grahn, 12, will take care of all 
of your pets!  Experienced caring for dogs, cats, birds, and vari-
ous rodents. 243-9212
Pet sitting and dogwalking - we love animals and we can 
care for and/or exercise your dogs, cats, rodents and/or fish!  
Sally, (17) or Nick (13) Bornbusch, 351-9360.
Violin Lessons for elementary school students: call Jackie An-
hut, 528-3665.
Violin Lessons from prize-winning violinist for students of all 
ages and skill.  Thomas Moran, 351-7852.

GET SOMEONE'S ATTENTION! The Citizen is hand 
delivered to 1900 households each month.  The 
Citizen’s classified ads are free for industrious teens 
(babysitters, leaf rakers, snow shovelers) who need 
cash or have nagging parents. All others pay $10.00 for 
20 words. Use area code 703 unless otherwise noted.
Teen Babysitting  
Alyse Alicandro, 16, Red Cross and CPR certified, expe-
rienced with infants 528-1995.
Jackie Anhut, 17, Red Cross certified, 528-3665.
Sally Bornbusch, 17, Red Cross certified, 351-9360 
Nick Bornbusch, 14, Red Cross certified, no infants, 
351-9360
Bryan Burgess, 13, Red Cross certified, 527-3740
Thad Jones, 15, 527-0929
Andrew Karpinski, Age 15,scheduled for certification 
class, 524-1575. 
Katie Menoche, 16, Red Cross/CPR certified, 243-3823
Stephen Moran, 15, Red Cross certified,  351-7852.
Thomas Moran, 19, Red Cross certified, 351-7852.
Riley Shepardson, 16, Red Cross/CPR certified, no in-
fants, 525-6834.
Lawn Mowing, Gardening, Snow Shoveling Clinton 
James age 17, references available. 525-7948
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Beautiful house for rent in Lyon Park, .5 mi. to Clarendon 
Metro (3 short stops to GW/State Dept.), .5 mi. to Foreign Ser-
vice Institute.  5 min. drive to Pentagon.  Renovated 3 br., 3 
bath, gourmet kitchen; fam., liv. and dining, office (all large 
rooms).  Beautiful yard, quiet street.  Partially furnished or unfur-
nished.  Available May 15.  $3000/month.  Call (703) 623-7192 
or (505) 984-1837, or e-mail wegahr@aol.com.  See photos at 
<http://picasaweb.google.com/KAGahr/PhotosArlingtonHouse?
authkey=OLQWX04tYFk#>.
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Wendell E. Brown, 
CFP

703-524-9346
wenbrown@yahoo.com

300 North Fillmore Street

TAX RETURNS 
PREPARED

Letters to Suzy
Dear Suzy:

Pondering this dramatic rendition of WC Fields’ 
life, which borders on hagiography, I wondered 
if the author was not absorbed by stories Fields’ 
friends told about him, stories that Fields himself 
created.  Born William Claude Dukinfield in 1890 
in Philadelphia to a poor immigrant Englishman, 
Fields had a rough relationship with his father, 
who punctuated his sentences with slaps.  Re-

portedly Dukinfield required his son at age three to help him hawk-
ing vegetables.  Fields intermittently attended school for about 
four years.  Nearly all his education was self-taught, by reading 
anything he could find.  Around nine W.C. became fascinated with 
juggling, and practiced aggressively until he became a world class 
juggler.  Eventually the violence at home reached a crescendo 
when Claude’s father hit him in the head with a shovel.  Vowing 
revenge, WC decked his dad with a wooden box and–age 11–left 
home.  If you believe this.

Life became difficult; he froze, he starved, he read, he practiced 
juggling, he stole, he spent nights in jail, he begged, he borrowed, 
he shoplifted, he studied comic situations, he learned pool, he 
drowned 12 times a day in one job, but he never flagged.  He was 
beaten by neighborhood kids, the police, and store owners whose 
goods he pilfered.  Beatings damaged his nose, which later was 
made worse by his drinking.  He did shows, touring as a juggler, 
and (frequently unpaid) actor.  These road shows and Fields 
evolved into vaudeville.  A popular show in vaudeville, by 17 
Fields made $100 a week.  Although he never had to worry about 
money again, fear of poverty drove Fields to establish bank ac-
counts in nearly every city he visited. 

Off to a clumsy start, the author quickly finds his pace.  Or Fields’ 
pace?  Taylor copies Fields’ flair for the rapier thrust of understat-
ed humor.  On the collapse of Fields’ marriage, Taylor notes that 
with the ‘Virgin crashing here and … there, (Fields’ wife) found it 
hard to … attend to her sewing” (115).  Later commenting on 
Fields’ penchant for multiple bank accounts, Taylor records one in 
Madrid under the name of Senior Guillermo McKinley.  He ob-
serves that ‘unless he or an agent of the late President picked it 
up, it probably rests there yet, accruing pesetas, baffling its 
handlers—a worn footprint of a long-departed clown” (130).  Tay-
lor takes Fields stories at face value.  Although Wikipedia cites the 
book as an early source, it doubts Taylor’s accuracy.  So do I, but 
it was entertaining.  Enjoy.
        Peggy

W.C. Fields:  His Follies and Fortunes, A Biography of W.C. Fields by Rob-
ert Lewis Taylor.  Doubleday and Co, 1949, Garden City, New York.  
$1.00 Arlington Co. Library Book Sale.  340pp.

Lyon Park Book Club–Come Join Us! 
                         Beth Burrous

Our informal group was formed in 2000 and we meet about 
once a month.  We always welcome new members—it’s a fun 
opportunity to meet your neighbors, and read some new books.  
Discussions include the books and anything else that comes up, 
ranging from serious to silly. 

Of the books we read in the last year, our group’s two top picks 
are non-fiction: (1) My Life in France, Julia Child’s upbeat and 
humorous memoir of her lifelong love affair with food as a cook, 
author (Mastering the Art of French Cooking) and TV personali-
ty (“The French Chef”).  Julia’s tenacity and passion permeate 
this enjoyable book.  She transformed Americans’ perspectives 
on food. (2) In the Heart of the Sea by Nathaniel Philbrick is the 
incredible story of the whaling ship Essex, which left Nantucket 
in 1819 and sailed around South America to the far Pacific—
only to be sunk by a ramming sperm whale, thousands of miles 
from land.  The book is based survivors’ recollections and other 
resources, and provides a fascinating look at the people of Nan-
tucket.  

Many of us also liked The Thirteenth Tale by 
Diane Setterfield.  This page-turner of a novel 
is filled with secrets, confused identities, lies 
and half-truths.  It evokes a spooky atmo-
sphere reminiscent of Jane Eyre and kept us 
guessing until the end.  We also enjoyed The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan, a well-

researched eye-opener about where food comes from.  This 
book explores agribusiness, the prevalence of corn-derived 
products in our food supply, “organic” food and “sustainable” 
farming.  Pollan also talks about Virginia’s own Polyface Farm, a 
sustainable “grass farm” raising cattle, pigs, chickens and tur-
keys (www.polyfacefarms.com).

Other books we read include Augusten Burrough’s memoir Dry 
(a surprisingly readable and humorous account of his battles 
with alcoholism), Gertrude Bell: Queen of the Desert, Shaper of 
Nations by Georgina Howell (a fascinating account of Bell, a 
multilingual Middle East expert who worked for the British gov-
ernment during WWI, and played a major role in the formation of 
Iraq) and A Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich by Alexander Sol-
zhenitsyn, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature (a beautifully 
written but stark and haunting tale of life in a Stalinist Soviet la-
bor camp).

If you are interested in joining us for a meeting, 
please contact Beth Burrous at 
bab4747@verizon.net or (703) 524-7588.  Hope 
to see you soon!
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PLEASE PAY YOUR LPCA DUES
Membership supports many activities. Please com-
plete this form and send it with your check payable to 
LPCA to Membership, 414 N. Fillmore Street, Arling-
ton, 22201.

New member $10          Renewal $10
  Renew for two years! $20

 Hint:  Use a return address label here 
Name_____________________________________
Address___________________________________

E-mail________________Home phone_________  

COMMUNITY INTERESTS: Check all that apply

Annual Craft Fair

Spring Fair

LPCA  does not sell or share member information

The Economic Stimulus Payment Lives On             
   Wendell Brown, CFP

For 2008 income tax returns, the economic stimulus payment is re-
named the “recovery rebate credit.”  The recovery rebate credit is a 
one-time benefit for people who didn't receive the full economic stimu-
lus payment last year after they filed their 2007 tax returns. People in 
the following categories may be eligible for the recovery rebate cred-
it:
•  Those who did not receive an economic stimulus payment because 
they have yet to apply for it.
•  Those who did not receive an economic stimulus payment and do 
not pay income tax but have at least $3,000 in qualifying income for 
2008.
•  Those who received less than the maximum economic stimulus 
payment in 2008 ($600 per taxpayer, $1,200 if married filing jointly) 
because their qualifying or gross income was either too high or too 
low.
•  Families who had an additional child in 2008.
•  Those who did not qualify for the rebate because they could be 
claimed as a dependent on someone else’s tax return in 2007, but 
who cannot be claimed as a dependent on another return in 2008.
•  Those who did not have a valid Social Security number in 2007, 
but who were issued one in 2008.

The recovery rebate credit may be claimed on your 2008 income tax 
return. Unlike the economic stimulus payment, the recovery rebate 
credit will be included in the tax refund for 2008 and will not be is-
sued as a separate payment. 

The amount of the 2008 economic stimulus payment you received, if 
any, must be reported on your 2008 tax return to calculate the 
amount of the recovery rebate credit. This stimulus rebate amount 
was specified on an IRS notice that was mailed to those who re-
ceived a payment in 2008.  You can also look up the amount of your 
stimulus payment at the IRS web site: www.irs.gov.

Walk for Lupus Now 2009: Making a difference starts with 
just one step.  Saturday, April 18, 2009.  Registration opens at 8:30 
AM, walk begins  at 9:30 AM. 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. More 
information: (202) 349-1167, info@lupusgw.org or 
www.DCLupusWalk.org.  Interested in walking with a team?  Contact 
Lyon Park’s Krista Blackburn at (703) 980-6401 or (703)-243-6370

Bikes for the World Collection: Bikes for the World (BfW), 
a 501[c](3) non-profit charity, collects repairable bicycles in the Unit-
ed States, and donates them to overseas charities for productive use 
by those in need of affordable transport.  We suggest a $10/bike do-
nation to defray shipping, and provide a receipt for all material and 
cash donations.  BfW also accepts bike parts & accessories, operat-
ing portable sewing machines, and cell phones. This collection will 
take place rain or shine.  Saturday, March 28, 10 AM - 2 PM, at Hud-
son Trail Outfitters, Pentagon Row, 1101 S. Joyce St., Arlington VA 
22202.  For info, call (703) 415-4861. For further info, and updated 
schedule visit http://www.bikesfortheworld.org or call (703) 525-0931.

Audience Wanted: "LOVE IS (UP) IN THE AIR":  The musical 
story of a young man in an airport terminal anxiously waiting for a 
flight to visit his girl in another city and troubled by delays.   Present-
ed in the a cappella barbershop harmony style by the Arlingtones 
Barbershop Chorus, chapter quartets and featuring "Bachelor Party", 
an Alexandria Harmonizer quartet.  Saturday, April 4 - 2:00 PM (all 
$12) and 7:30 PM ($12 and $15), Thomas Jefferson Theatre.  Ad-
vance -$10. Groups 10 or more-$8.  Information:   (703) 521-9331 / 
www.thearlingtones.com.
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  ANNOUNCING

      D&W Builders Handyman Services

    Mike Del Gallo and Bill Wykoff, of D & W Builders Inc. 
            announce a new division of their company, 

D&W Builders Handyman Services

As a homeowner, the to-do list is endless, occupying many weekends and taking up so much free 
time.  Call D&W Builders Handyman Services to take care of the to-do list with quality workman-

ship and professionalism, 
a standard of D&W Builders, Inc. for 23 years.

If you have been thinking about:
Replacing weather-stripping

Installing ceiling fans
Repairing wood rot
Painting (interior and exterior)
Replacing windows
Kitchens and baths                                        

                                           

                  Anything!  We have the resources to get it done.

Give us a call! We are here to help make your life easier.

No job is too small and D&W Handyman Services are just a phone call away.

D&W Builders Handyman Services are here for you.  Call today to start the year off right!  
Home repair and maintenance is what we do.

Make 2009 the year to complete unfinished projects and get organized!

Call Mike or Bill at 703-534-2170
You’ll be glad you did!

Drywall repair
Caulking a bathroom
Replacing or adding shutters
Trim work
Replacing old attic stairs
Replacing doors
Finishing the basement
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                    The Fair!                                                                                         Kristen Lippert-Martin
The 85th Annual Lyon Park Spring Fair will be held Saturday, May 16, from 
11 AM – 3 PM. It's our biggest community-centered fundraiser of the year, 
or at least, the biggest fundraiser that involves ponies.

 
 

So here we go:
As of this moment, we are still in need of a Silent Auction Coordinator. It seems like a big job and to be honest, it is. But 
it is a huge part of our fundraising efforts, and it would be a shame to miss out on connecting our local businesses to our 
community and reaping the rewards of freely donated stuff. We can provide a letter template and a list of businesses to 
contact. It can be as large or small an affair as you'd like to make it. It would be great if we can get some of those great 
vacation rental donations. Our former Auction coordinator, Tracy Hopkins, can guide you through the process via tele-
phone from her vacation home in Lake Como where she is still resting after her long tenure as silent auction coordinator. 

Publicity Coordinator: Anybody with graphic design skills out there? Or, failing that, someone with a command-
ing knowledge of clip art and a desire to noodle about on the computer? We'd love a fancy new flyer to advertise 
the Fair. It gets distributed in this very newsletter and also at Long Branch Elementary. Perhaps other locales of your choosing 
as well, both physical and e-mailable. Perhaps you'll set a new standard and launch the LPSF to new heights of attendance. 
Just think of the possibilities! 

Craft Table Coordinator: Looking for someone (or two someones) who can take charge of our craft table. We 
would love it if someone could design an easy-to-do craft for younger set (kids 3-6) and possibly one for older 
kids, both with a Lyon Park theme. Nothing too clever, maybe something incorporating an oak tree or a picture 
of a lion or reference those cranky listserv postings we all love so well. If you have experience doing this and 
can lend a hand setting it up, please let me know. 

History Detective: If you've ever delved happily into your family's genealogy and subsequently bored the pants off 
your friends and family members with whatever you've uncovered, then you're just who we're looking for! We'd like 
to find someone who can do some research on the history of the park and the Community Center and pull it togeth-
er into a user-friendly display. We had a similar display last year -- which will give you a good place to start -- but we'd love to have it be 
a bit more organized (and possibly fact-checked....)  

"Guess the Number" Coordinator: People enjoyed the "guess the number" games we had last year (guess the number of M 
& M's and win the jar and so on). We're going to expand this a bit this year and add a few other fun items. I need someone to 
be the chief accountant for all the items. You can do this from home the week before the Fair and the only condition of the job 
is that you must promise not to eat directly from whatever jar of stuff you're counting after completing your final tally. 

A new addition this year, The Lyon Park Spring Fair Young Person's Art Contest: Awards in several categories for differ-
ent age groups (see next newsletter for what those awards will be and in what categories). Oh, and I guess I'd need someone 
to coordinate the whole thing. It will involve setting up the display in the Community Center the day of the Fair and then put-
ting together a panel of expert judges. Anybody willing to take this on? 

Concession Stand: Poor Shirley Larson, slaving over her vat of hot dogs, year after year. 
Won't someone help this overworked woman out? She's looking for volunteers to work in 
two hour shifts in the kitchen. You can contact Shirley Larson directly at famlars@msn.com 
and let her know you're able to work a shift or help with set up/clean up. 

And, of course, we need our heroic game carnies or—if titles are important to you—Carnival Game Engineers. 
Bottom line: we need people in two hour shifts, between 11-1 and between 1-3. Here's the list of fair games in 
case you'd like to volunteer for a specific one: balloon-dart game; cupcake tins; golf ball drop; duck pond/prize 
table; coin toss; and the bean bag toss. We also may have a new game or two this year unless Mark Montgom-
ery injures himself at his table saw and is unable to carry on.

Plant Sale: Gary Putnam will again lend his expertise to the plant sale.   See his plea for help on page 19.

                           There are many other things to do.
 Please volunteer early and often to make this year's fair a success.

I'll cut right to the begging for help now. We need volunteers and we need a lot of them. Our needs are many and 
varied. You can contact me at kristenandphil@verizon.net or (703) 465-8427 if any of the jobs listed below 

strike your fancy (and let's hope something will). 
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DOORWAYS UPDATE  Kathleen McSweeney
This year marks the 30th Anniversary for Doorways for 
Women and Families.  As I typed, I refrained from us-
ing the word celebrate—since homelessness and do-
mestic violence are not a cause for celebration in our 
community, and since the staff and volunteers of this 
non-profit look forward to the day when their services 
are no longer required in Arlington.  First known as 
The Arlington County Temporary Shelter (TACTS) and 
now as Doorways, its mission is the same: “to end 
homelessness and family and intimate partner vio-
lence by offering safe shelter and housing, life chang-
ing support services and community advocacy to 
women and families who require it.”

Doorways 30th Anniversary
Benefit Auction

Sunday, March 29, 2009
2 PM – 5 PM

Washington Golf and Country Club

Honorary Chairs:
Mr. Preston Caruthers, 

Real Estate Developer and Philanthropist
And 

Ms. Maureen Bunyan, 
ABC WJLA-TV News Anchor

I decided to look up the word celebrate in the dictionary: to mark (a day or an event) with ceremonies of respect, festivity, or rejoicing.  
On March 29th we will commemorate Doorways’ 30th anniversary with hors d’oeuvres and a silent auction at the Washington Golf and 
Country Club on Glebe Road in Arlington.  For 30 years, dedicated Arlingtonians have advocated for individuals escaping domestic vio-
lence.  For 30 years, members of our community have worked together to provide safety and shelter to our neighbors who desperately 
need it. For 30 years, families in need of shelter have found an extended hand and an open door.  

On second thought, perhaps this is something to celebrate.

Please join us.  If you attend as my guest, you may purchase your ticket at a reduced rate.  Please contact me for additional details at 
mcsweeneykathleen@yahoo.com, or visit the Doorways website at www.doorwaysva.org.

The Doorways Board of Directors is a talented group of caring, committed people.  We are always looking for potential Board members.  
If you have a financial, development or real estate background, or if you are interested in succeeding me as our Lyon Park liaison to the 
Board, please contact me at mcsweeneykathleen@yahoo.com or 703-243-0323. 

Celebrate: to mark (a day or an event) with 
ceremonies of respect, festivity, or rejoicing
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Table for Two at Restaurant Vero 
                              Dave Turvene and Tracy Hopkins
For Valentine's Day we went to Restaurant Vero in Arlington.  We 
originally noticed the restaurant last year in one of those indistin-
guishable strip shopping centers along Lee Highway while going to 
pick up paint at a store in the same strip.  In the same shopping cen-
ter is a good wine store, Grape Juice Wine Shop.

The inside of Vero is nicely decorated, and the tables are nicely 
spaced, reducing noise and cross-talk.   The place was booked solid 
for Valentine’s Day, and it started to fill up as we dined.  Thankfully, 
the noise did not rise appreciably, and the waiter was still attentive 
to our needs even when every table was full.

That night, along with the standard menu, the restaurant offered a 
prix fixe three-course meal for $50 per person.  The three-course 
meal choices were so appealing that we never looked at the full 
menu.  The waiter helped us select a good bottle of wine from the 
extensive wine list; the owner later stopped by and lauded the wine 
we selected.  We both selected the filet mignon, which was broiled 
as requested.  Each course had fresh ingredients and was artfully 
presented.  The desserts we chose, chocolate mousse cake and an 
almond cake with gelato, were superb.

Restaurant Vero is a great choice for a special meal.  Leave the kids 
at home though.  

Restaurant Vero, 5723 Lee Highway, (703)538.4600, 
(http://www.restaurantvero.com)

Eventide Restaurant                  Allison Cusano
As an Arlingtonian for over 15 years and a life-long foodie, I’m excit-
ed to report on the opening of Eventide Restaurant—the latest res-
taurant to hit the Clarendon scene.  Eventide answers a long-time 
yearning for a sophisticated menu in warm, stylish surroundings with-
out having to cross the river or Amtrak it to NYC.  Executive Chef, 
Miles Vaden, most recently served as chef de cuisine at Sonoma in 
Washington, D.C., under Executive Chef Drew Trautmann.  He has 
also worked under other notable chefs such as Jean-Georges 
Vongerichten and Todd Gray.  Miles has put together a smart menu 
combining local fresh ingredients to deliver flavorful regional cuisine.  

The menu delivers for a variety of palates.  The Crispy Veal Sweet-
breads served with potato gratin, curried cauliflower, capers, cur-
rants, and brown butter sauce is a bargain appetizer at $9.  Other 
starters worth considering include a Duck Confit Ravioli, perfectly 
seared Diver Scallops with wild mushroom ragout, Roasted Chestnut 
Soup, and the twist on the traditional—Bison Carpaccio with Ancho 
mole.  All delicious!

The entrees also take a slight turn on traditional concepts, keeping it 
fresh and interesting.  The Lobster Tagliatelle, for example, incorpo-
rates lobster three ways – a poached lobster tail, lobster meatballs, 
and the lobster-stock infused brandied butter sauce.  The menu deliv-
ers all the comforts of the season with hearty winter dishes such as 
Malbec Braised (fall off the bone tender) Lamb Shank, Roasted Duck, 
and Pork Loin stuffed with Sausage and Hand-Preserved Summer 
Peaches.  You’ll also find a nice variety of seafood dishes, and a Ri-
sotto for the vegetarians.

The first floor serves as a bar and lounge for more casual, but no 
less creative, fare.  The roof-top terrace will open in the spring for al 
fresco dining.  Eventide is open for dinner Tuesday – Saturday start-
ing at 5:30 PM and Sunday Brunch from 9 AM – 2 PM.

Eventide Restaurant, 3165 Wilson Boulevard at Hudson Street.
(703) 276-3165, www.eventiderestaurant.com.

Clarendon Presbyterian Church
Progressive
Inclusive
Diverse

GLBT Open & Affirming Childcare 
Handicap Accessible

Worship with us Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

www.clarendonpresbyterian.com
1305 N Jackson Street, Arlington, VA 22201 

Tel: (703) 527-9513

The Rev. Dr. David Ensign, Pastor

We are a community that tries to reflect the love and 
justice of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We invite all those 
with faith and with doubts to join us as seekers of God's 

amazing and inclusive grace and truth.
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•Woman's Club:  Tuesday, March 24, 12 noon 
potluck luncheon.  Hearts Bingo, bring a small 
item for prizes.
• Fitness Pursuits: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
4:30 PM– 5:30 PM.  Catherine Fergusen, (703) 
522-0301. 
• Duplicate Bridge: Every Friday, 9:00 AM -   
1:30 PM.
• CABOMA (Capital Area Bluegrass Old-time 
Music Association), 2nd and 4th Sundays of ev-
ery month, 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM.
• St. Hildegaard's Old Catholic Church: Sun-
days at 10 AM. Fr. Stan, (703) 528-1825 
www.sthildegards.org.
•Annual Lyon Park Chili Dinner:  Saturday 
March 28, 5:30 - 7:30 PM
• 1920 Lyon Park Sales Brochure.  Reproduc-
tion copy,  24 pp. Gary or Kit Putnam, (703) 
527-2266. $7 ea or 5/$25.  All proceeds benefit 
the Lyon Park Community Center.  

Community Emergency Response Team Training: 
Individuals who live and/or work in Arlington County are invited to 
participate in Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
training. The eight-week course, which follows a national curricu-
lum, trains citizens to save and sustain lives in the event of major 
disasters.  Topics covered include disaster preparedness, disaster 
medical operations, fire suppression and utility shut-off, disaster 
psychology, team organization and terrorism. Participants must be 
at least 18 years old (16 and up if accompanied by an adult) and 
able to participate in all aspects of the training, some of which re-
quires lifting and carrying. Two courses, which meet six week-
nights and two Saturdays, begin in March. 

To-date, over 400 County residents have completed this training, 
many of whom are active members of neighborhood teams. Con-
tact ArlingtonCERT@aol.com for additional information.

Recycling: Easier on April 1st! 
Goal: A 47% Recycling Rate
On April 1st, curbside recycling services will expand to collect 
more recyclable materials, provide new wheeled carts, and allow 
for materials to be collected all together. No excuse not to recycle 
now! Changes will include:

•You can recycle Plastic Containers # 1-7 (including Marga-
rine and Dairy Tubs); Aerosol Cans; Plastic Bags (Place bags 
in a bag); Rigid Plastics; Aluminum foil & trays; Milk & Juice 
Cartons; Books and; Cardboard boxes (unflattened).
•Look for NEW Wheeled Recycling Carts that hold larger 
quantities of recyclables, keep contents dry, and wheel to the 
curb easily. Single family homes will receive 65 gallon carts 
and townhomes will receive 35 gallon carts.
• Single Stream Recycling Collection will allow you to place all 
recyclable materials into one cart, even cardboard. And, toss 
cardboard into the cart or place it at the curb without being 
breaking it down.
•Residents will be able to request curbside pickup of electron-
ic materials to be recycled at www.arlingtonva.us/recycle or  
(703) 228-6570. Some item will incur a charge. 

More information?
http://www.co.arlington.va.us/recycle or (703) 228-6570.

“You have to sow before you can reap. 
You have to give before you can get.”

-Robert Collier
The annual plant sale only earns income at the Fair if 
Lyon Park residents provide donations. 

 We count on contributions of household and yard 
plants, bulbs, tubers, sets, etc.

 We also need hardware like pots, tools, plant books, 
garden stuff of all kinds, hoses, gloves…

 Get the idea? No donations, no income!
 Anything gardening related will be appreciated. 

Our flats of annuals are a break-even at best. So dig up 
those extra plants! Scour your garden shed for anything 
of value that you don't need anymore. Share those publi-
cations and books that you have already read. Share. 
Share. Share.  

Call Gary at (703) 527-2266 if you need help digging 
up your extra plants, or would allow him to walk 

through your yard and identify plants that are 
overgrown and will sell.   
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