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President’s Message                                                              Natalie U. Roy
Happy Post-Inauguration Day! I am writing this article the day after the Inauguration when the Washington D.C. area essentially stood 
still.  Regardless of your politics, it was very uplifting to see so many people involved.  It was also amazing to see so many Lyon Park-
ers cross Memorial Bridge on January 20 to be a part of history. 

We now want you to get involved in another big event, the Lyon Park Citizens Association (LPCA) February meeting, where we will vote 
on the Lyon Park Community Center Renovations.  While not as historic as the Inauguration, the impacts on our community will be sig-
nificant. What follows should be entitled:  Everything you wanted to know about the February LPCA meeting, but were afraid to ask. 
The LPCC Operation Renovation document below includes an overview on “Operation Renovation” as well as a detailed list of the ac-
tion items that we will vote on. All current dues paying members of the LPCA will be eligible to vote.

If you feel strongly, please come to the February 11 meeting and make your feelings known. It is important that you participate.

LPCC Operation Renovation
The Lyon Park Community Center Board of Governors (LPCC BOG) has determined that the Lyon Park Community Center (LPCC) 
needs to be renovated. The LPCC BOG has identified a number of needs for the Community Center including ADA accessible bath-
rooms and internal building improvements such as replacing the light fixtures, removing the interior paneling and so forth. 

Note all plans will be available in hard copy at the February meeting as well as posted on the listserv and web site. 

Numerous options, along with the current BOG approved plan, have been discussed over the years.  The LPCA concurred on the need 
for ADA accessible bathrooms many years ago, but other than that, there has been no formal agreement on anything else or on how to 
proceed.  To date, the LPCA has not taken a formal position on the overall BOG plan or on any other plan.

The LPCC BOG is asking the LPCA to give a significant portion of our funds ($50,000) to the renovation effort. We are also being asked 
to participate fully (as many of us have) in a community campaign to raise the funds necessary to accomplish what the BOG has identi-
fied as necessary LPCC improvements and enhancements. The projected estimates for the BOG plan are roughly $225K.

Before LPCA votes to give its funds to the BOG for any renovations, the LPCA Executive Committee needs approval from the communi-
ty. The following action items below will be voted on at the February 11 LPCA meeting.  At that meeting, LPCA members will be asked 
if they support the BOG plan.  They will also be asked approve allocation of $50K in LPCA funds for that plan.  If the community does 
not support the BOG plan (and the funding for it) we have crafted questions to gauge support for alternatives that LPCA would subse-
quently request that the BOG explore. 

Important Organizational Distinctions 
It is important to reiterate the difference between the LPCC Board of Governors (LPCC BOG) and the LPCA. The LPCC BOG is the 
official group in charge of the community center. They manage the day-to-day operations of the community center and the park. The 
Board of Governors (BOG) has jurisdiction over what happens at the Community Center. Part of the BOG is comprised of  five LPCA 
representatives and five Lyon Park Woman’s Club representatives. The LPCA on the other hand is the association for the community. 
LPCA represents the community at-large. 

The LPCC BOG is the equivalent to the LPCA’s Executive Committee.  The 
BOG reports to the Lyon Park Community Center (LPCC). The LPCC mem-
bership includes members from  the Lyon Park Citizens Association (LPCA) 
and the Lyon Park Women’s Club.  General meetings of the LPCC are 
called for only at the discretion of the BOG Chairman while the LPCA holds 
monthly community meetings. However, under the Lyon Park Community 
Center By-Laws: Section 2.3. General Meetings.  (a) General meetings of 
the entire membership of the corporation may be had at any time upon the 
call of the chairman of the Board of Governors, or of the presidents of a ma-
jority of the constituent organizations acting jointly (LPCA and the Lyon Park 
Women’s Club) or upon the call of ten members in good standing of the cor-
poration. 

This means that while the BOG makes the day-to-day decisions regarding 
the upkeep and maintenance of the Community Center, the Community at-
large has the ultimate responsibility for making the decision on what path to 
take on the Lyon Park Community Center Renovations.

-Continued, page 18-
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LPCA General Meeting   
[Jay Stanley, LPCA’s phenomenal secretary was out of the country on business 
during January. As a result, the minutes this month are abridged.]

The LPCA meeting was well attended, fun and informative. 

Sara Newman from Take Note!, the BEST A cappella group in Washington DC, 
started the January meeting by singing happy birthday to Lyon Park.  LP is cele-
brating its 90th birthday this year. Sara also gave a preview of Take Note!’s con-
cert that will take place on January 31 at 8 PM at the Community Center. All 
proceeds go to the Lyon Park Community Center Renovation Fund.  The Lyon 
Park pancake breakfast is also the 31st, so it should be a busy day.  

Thanks were also extended to Elizabeth Sheehy, LPCA’s hardworking VP of Pro-
grams, who made a birthday cake that won the prize for best cake.  Elizabeth 
Wray and Peggy Weidenhamer were also thanked for making the hot chocolate.

As the Lyon Parker who has been in the neighborhood the longest--46 YEARS!-- 
Elizabeth Wray blew out the candles on the birthday cake. Elizabeth is also a 
long time member of the Lyon Park Community Center Board of Governors.

Thanks were also extended to other attendees from the LPCC Board of Gover-
nors who participated, Chair Kevin Baer, Peggy Weidenhamer, Tracy Hopkins 
and Joe Englehardt (also on the LPCA Executive Committee). Shirley Larson, the 
LPCC's rental agent and longtime LP resident also participated.

We briefly discussed the following issues at the meeting:
(1) sending a support letter to the School Board regarding Thomas Jefferson Mid-
dle School's interim proposal for interior building improvements that would im-
prove lighting etc.  The group approved giving the Executive Committee authority 
to work out the specifics and send a letter support on behalf of the LPCA; 
(2) working with Ashton Heights to discuss the merits of reducing the speed limit 
on Pershing to 25 mph (currently it is 30 mph). More discussion and information 
was requested.  This topic will be covered in greater detail at the March meeting; 
(3) exploring a block by block neighborhood watch program. This issue will be 
taken up in earnest at the March meeting. Our police liaison will be invited to par-
ticipate at that meeting as well; and 
(4) receiving a financial report from Bill Anhut the LPCA Treasurer. As of 1/31 
LPCA had $64,466.86 in assets (bank account and investments). 

Michael Levanthal, the County's Historic Preservation Coordinator came to dis-
cuss various options and issues surrounding the LPCC Renovations effort.  Mi-
chael and Dale Steinhauer of Capstone Properties, a developer who has done 
considerable work in Maywood, volunteered considerable time and effort to our 
community to give us the benefit of their expertise. Following Michael's presenta-
tion we had a robust Q & A session. Kevin Baer, from the Board of Governors 
(BOG) was also on hand to answer questions and offer comments regarding the 
BOG proposal. 

The next step in the process will be LPCA publication of a formal list of action 
items to be voted on during the February 11 meeting.  It was also emphasized 
that the vote in February, regarding how LPCA moves forward, will be binding. 
Only LPCA’s current dues-paying members will be able to vote in February so 
people were reminded to make sure they are up to date with their dues.

The Lyon Park Citizen
The Lyon Park Citizens Association
414 N. Fillmore St.
Arlington, VA 22201

LPCA Executive Committee
President
Natalie Roy                         (703) 524-4119

royvilla@comcast.net
Vice-President-Development   
Larry Mayer                                  (703) 525-8921

VP-Neighborhood Conservation
Marlene and Elliott Mandel           (703) 527-1502

emjmmandel@verizon.net 
Vice-President-Programs
Elizabeth Sheehy                         (703) 516-4910

ElizabethSheehy@macys.com
Treasurer
Bill Anhut, Jr.                                (703) 528-3665

billanhut@yahoo.com
Secretary/Historian

Jay Stanley                            (703) 527-0033
jcs2b@mindspring.com

Sergeant-at-Arms
Rich Robinson                              (703) 527-2724

hwhrich@hotmail.com
Membership Chair
Melissa Bondi                    (703) 527-6379

mmbondi@yahoo.com
Member at Large
Joe Englehardt                   (703) 528-0771

englehardt-lpca@joesan.net

Community Center Board of Governors
Kevin Baer, Chair                            (703) 524-7588

kevin.baer@verizon.net

Important Contacts
Police Liaison
Deborah Bash                              (703) 528-2274 

deborah.bash@longandfoster.com 
Community Center Leasing Agent
Shirley Larson                         (703) 527-9520

rent@lyonpark.info
Clarendon Alliance Representative
Jeff Jaeckel                         (202) 778-1440

jjaeckel@mofo.com
Civic Federation Reps
Larry Mayer                                  (703) 525-8921
Jim Mayer                                    (703) 528-3502
Jim Turpin                                    (703) 248-6988
Steve Geiger                                (703) 522-0026

Doorways for Women and Families
Kathleen McSweeney                 (703) 243-0323

mcsweeneykathleen@yahoo.com

Newsletter Co-Editors and Advertising
Shirley Larson, Content               (703) 527-4316

famlars@msn.com
Jeannette Wick, Ads & Layout     (703) 524-8531

jywickrph@aol.com
Helen White, Distribution              (703) 527-2977

hmwhite3004@comcast.net
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Attention Internet Shoppers....
Be sure to sign up for igive.com, and select Lyon Park Community Center as 
your charity of choice.  Then, shop through the site, and the vendors you buy 
from will donate a small portion of your purchase price to us!

It’s easy.  Go to http://www.iGive.com/LyonPark, and sign up.  For every person 
who signs up and shops within 45 days, Lyon Park Community Center gets an 
extra $5!

Only 10 Lyon Parkers signed onto igive.com to support us before Christmas, but 
they raised more than $40 already.  Amazon, Macy’s, Land’s End...they are all on 
igive.com along with 700 more stores! Can you help?
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A Great Reason to Order Pizza
zpizza is our partner!

On two days in February, order anything from zpizza to 
pick up, eat in, or have delivered, and zpizza will donate a 
hefty portion of the purchase price to the LPCC.

Monday, February 16, 2009
-or-

Monday, February 23, 2009

 It’s easy!
• Select items from their fantastic menu
(http://www.zpizza.com/food/download_menu)
• Call (703) 528-2828
• Say, “This order is part of the Lyon Park Com-
munity Center Fundraiser”
• Tell them what you want, keeping in mind that 
cold pizza is great breakfast food!

Chili Cookoff
Calling all chili makers 
and corn bread bakers!

Annual Lyon Park Chili Dinner
Saturday, March 28, 5:30 – 7:30 PM

Lyon Park Community Center

Please mark your calendars and put a note on your re‐
frigerator.  We rely on donated chili and cornbread to 
make this event a success!  Chili makers will get a tick‐
et for one adult dinner.

All you can eat chili, corn bread, salad, iced tea and 
lemonade.  BYOB if desired.

Adults: $10
12 and under: $5
5 and under: $2

Please  contact  Shirley  at  (703)  527‐4315  or 
famlars@msn.com.

All proceeds go directly to the Community Center to 
help maintain the house and park.

A Fine Reason for Fine Dining

Join your Lyon Park Hosts 
Jerry Munk, Restaurant Reviewer Extraordinaire

Cheryl Grandinetti, Esteemed Baker & Cook
Stefanie Bray and Jende Huang, 

Young Volunteers

Restaurant 3
Thursday, March 5, 2009

(Thursday is the new Friday!)
Owner Jonathan Williams, a local resident, is 

planning a special night for Lyon Park

Reservations Suggested
(703) 524-4440

Menu at http://www.restaurantthree.com/menus.php

20% of all purchases goes to LPCC!

Are You a Listserv Member?
Residents, property owners and 
business/nonprofit interests located in 
Lyon Park are eligible to use the LP-
CA-created and maintained 

Lyon Park Community listserv. In-
creasingly, we use this mechanism to 
share information and late-breaking 

news. To subscribe, please visit:
http://lyonpark.org/mailman/listinfo/community_lyonpark.org

or
http://tinyurl.com/986vbv

You may select the digest option to reduce the number of 
e-mails you’ll receive without reducing access to content.

If you navigate to this page, you will see a link to the 
"Archives," which leads you to the long history of prior posts. 
Note—you will need to 'remember' your password in order to 
access.

Have no idea what the password is? Not to worry! Just a 
little further down on the same page is an option to reset 
your password, so you can change it to something memora-
ble.... and then access the archives, or change your settings 
to Daily Digest rather than Individual Emails, for days when 
the traffic outnumbers your in-box. 

Who are these people? See page 16!



Page 4 - February 2009   www.lyonparkcitizens.org The Lyon Park Citizen     

 Antonio F. Rodriquez

Call (703) 731-6809

Numerous excellent references 
Available from within the 
Lyon Park Community

R & M
CLEANING SERVICES

RELIABLE • EXPERIENCED • GOOD REFERENCES
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING • REASONABLE RATES

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT

Free-in-home Estimates
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally
Move-in or Move-out Office

Call MARYEN or RAUL at

[703] 321-5335

Aladdin’s Eatery                                                           Jerry Munk
Aladdin’s Eatery in Ballston is a chain, but you would never know it when you walk in the 
door. The staff is friendly and the cozy seating invites you to stay through dessert (which I 
strongly recommend). Although, if you are in a rush, carry out and delivery options are 
available.

Aladdin’s has all of the traditional Lebanese fare, and all are well executed. Hummus, ba-
ba ghanoush, tabouli (parsley and cracked wheat salad) and stuffed grape leaves are all 
as good as you will find anywhere. Pita rolls, which seem to be unique to Aladdin’s, in that 
they are rolled and toasted until crisp, are delicious with any of the various meat or vege-
tarian fillings. Some rolls come with Mediterranean-style pickled vegetables inside, which 
add a spicy crunch to the rolls. The garlic and hot sauces are both dynamite–they pack a 
big flavor punch, and would surely make almost anything more delicious. The falafel is 
probably the best around–preternaturally crunchy, with flavor and spice to match.

The wine list features a lot of reasonably priced Lebanese selections, which is admirable 
and probably worth a try. The rest of the wine list is affordably priced to match the menu. 
Desserts are made locally and availability varies. The “Chocolate Bomb” is worth saving 
room for. It is deliciously moist, filled with mousse and covered with ganache. Try it with 
coffee or fresh brewed mint tea. 

If you find yourself in Ballston, and in need of an immediate dose of hummus or baba gha-
noush, Aladdin’s is a good bet. Although when I find myself closer to home, I won’t stray 
from Astor. 

Aladdin’s Eatery, 4245 N. Fairfax Dr.,  Ballston. (703) 528-0078. 
Also in Shirlington and Burke  

Care to Advertise?
Business Card -$39;  
Quarter Page - $69; 
Half Page - $99; 
Full Page - $189   
Classifieds - see Classifieds header
One page insert $325

10% Frequency discount;   
5% LPCA Member discount

Contact: Jeannette Wick at
 jywickrph@aol.com or 
(703) 524-8531

Unless otherwise noted, all art in articles 
copyright (c) 2007, Jeannette Wick and 
her licensors.  All rights reserved. 
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Villas and Vistas…Time to Start Planning
Elizabeth Sheehy

Despite the cold, it's time to Think Spring!  

On Sunday, May 31, the 90th anniversary celebration of Lyon 
Park will continue with the Villas and Vistas Home and Garden 
Tour.  This tour of Lyon Park and Ashton Heights homes, spon-
sored jointly by each civic association, gives neighbors the oppor-
tunity to explore the unique homes and gardens for which Lyon 
Park and Ashton Heights are known throughout Northern Virginia.  
Last year's event included 20 properties, both historic and new, 
and many in between.

An added bonus in 2009: proceeds from Villas and Vistas will ben-
efit the renovation fund for the Lyon Park Community Center.  The 
day will conclude with a reception—great way to celebrate our 
wonderful community.

The Villas and Vistas Committee is looking for:
o Additional members for the planning committee
o Homes and/or Gardens to include on the Tour
o Volunteers to help set up (May 30) and assist on Tour day 
 (May 31)
o Businesses to participate in the Vendor Fair during the Tour
o Help with the Post-Tour reception
Please contact Elizabeth Sheehy at sheehytp@aol.com (type 

"Villas and Vistas" in the memo line) if you are interested in partici-
pating.  I am soliciting advice, questions, ideas, and great weather. 

HELP WANTED: Silent Auction Coordinator
The Lyon Park Spring Fair often includes a silent auction.  The si-
lent auction appeals to the adults at the fair who aren’t interested 
in the moon bounce or pony rides.  The silent auction can gener-
ate as much as $3,000 for the Lyon Park Community Center 
(LPCC). No experience is needed to take on this job.  The coordi-
nator will need three or four helpers to solicit businesses and two 
helpers at the fair.  The coordinator and other helpers organize the 
solicitations, create bid sheets, run the auction, collect money 
from winning bidders, and send out thank you letters.  Files and 
helpful hints from the 2007 silent auction are available.

Being the Silent Auction Coordinator is a great way to get to know 
the Lyon Park community and make a lasting contribution to the 
LPCC.   For more information, please contact:  Tracy Hopkins, 
thopkins@dahetral.com, (703) 528-3438 

Chamber Music
Please join the IBIS Chamber Music Society on 
Friday, February 27, 7:30 PM for our final Lyon 
Park concert of the season.  We continue the 
IBIS tradition of performing little known reper-
toire by worthy composers.  In a program enti-
tled "Double Bill,” we perform wonderful music 
by two Williams.  William Alwyn, a 20th century 

English composer, wrote chamber music that is by turns quirky, 
witty and ravishingly beautiful.  William Grant Still, often referred to 
as the dean of African-American composers, was a prolific com-
poser who melded music of his heritage with European traditions 
to form a unique style.

This concert features members of the Kennedy Center Opera 
House Orchestra, the Boston Pops, and the National Symphony, 
and is FREE, with your goodwill donation accepted.  The concert 
is suitable for older kids and will be followed by a reception.  For 
more information visit www.ibischambermusic.org, or e-mail 
susan@ibischambermusic.org.

INFORMAL OPEN HOUSE
TOUR

QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Saturday, February 7th (Noon-4 PM)
414 N Fillmore Street

L
yo

n P
ark Community Cente

r
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Lyon Park Community House
Monday - Friday 8 AM to 5:30 PM  $ 25.00/hour
Monday - Thursday  6 - 10 PM
   Members   $ 80.00
   Non-Members  $100.00

Weekends/Holidays
Saturday Morning Kids Birthday Party

  under 10 years old 
  up to 4 hrs ending before 2:30 PM

  *Special Flat Rate $100
Half Day (8 AM - 2:30 PM or 3:30 - 10 PM)

   Members   $250.00
   Non Members  $400.00

Full Day 8 AM - 10 PM
   Members   $400.00

   Non-Members  $550.00
Member rates apply only to current LPCA members.

www.lyonpark.info, rent@lyonpark.info, or 
(703)527-9520 for availability/reservations

A Burning Issue                                         Bill Anhut
Human activities often accelerate and assist the introduction and 
movement of invasive and exotic forest pests.  Firewood has great 
potential to introduce highly destructive forest pests into new, un-
infested susceptible locations, like our neighborhood.  For the most 
part, the transport and sale of firewood is unregulated.  Many types 
of firewood carry invasive plant pests and diseases.  For instance, 
the emerald ash borer was transported on firewood throughout the 
Midwest USA before it was recognized as the threat that has killed 
over 20 million ash trees.  Similarly, the spread of the Dutch Elm 
disease was aided by the transport of infected firewood.  In the east-
ern United States, Gypsy moths have damaged and killed millions 
of trees.  The spread of the disease has been aided by the transport 
of gypsy moth eggs within firewood.  Oak Wilt, a disease that has 
killed thousands of oak trees in the Eastern U. S. can be spread by 
insects transporting fungal spores from infested firewood to healthy 
trees.

As a general rule, burn firewood in the vicinity where 
purchased.  

State and Federal agencies are beginning to address the potential 
problem posed by transportation of infested firewood.   For instance, 
Virginia, Maryland and West Virginia have declared a quarantine on 
the transportation of ash wood across their borders to prevent the 
spread of the emerald ash borer.  Other states have regulations gov-
erning firewood transportation.  While regulations are useful, the 
most effective tools are outreach and education.  We will protect our 
natural resources better as individuals become more aware of the 
dangers from the transportation of firewood.  If you contract to have 
firewood delivered to your home, check with your firewood supplier 
to make sure the delivered firewood is local.  Don’t buy from a seller 
who is vague about the origin of his firewood.  Burn all firewood at 
the site purchased.  Don’t transport it to a campground or another 
location.  It’s the right thing to do!

McLean Mortgage Corp 
And 

John Rosenbaum
are proud to be a part of fundraising efforts 

for our neighborhood
Community Center 

John Rosenbaum
Sr Loan Officer
McLean Mortgage Corp
402 N Cleveland St (home office)
703/338.8100 cell
jrosenbaum@mcleanlending.com
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Shedding Some Light…On Jefferson
Celia Slater

Things look brighter at Jefferson Middle School–literally. Here 
are several ways families, neighbors and community associa-
tions are working together to improve Jefferson’s environment.

Brighter Classrooms, 
Common Areas
Although Jefferson has long 
been recognized as needing 
renovation, a total renovation 
won’t realistically occur for at 
least 10 to 15 years. As a re-
sult, the Jefferson Middle 
School Improvement Study 

Committee (made up of Jefferson PTA members, APS staff and 
community members) was created to develop cost-effective, 
practical ways to address some of the most pressing issues. 
 
In late December, the group received an overview of suggested 
improvements from the design firm of Perkins Eastman. The 
proposed measures, at a cost of about $3.9 million, would in-
crease the natural lighting, use indirect lighting to brighten up 
parts of the school, and refurbish some of the most worn areas. 

Compared to a major renovation at a cost of $100 million or 
more, this practical facelift would provide a lighter, brighter 
school environment that promotes students’ well-being and fos-
ters their educational development.
 
The wider Jefferson community—families of students, nearby 
neighborhood associations and elementary schools that feed 
into Jefferson–are rallying behind the proposal. As of press 
time, a large number of supporters are planning to attend the 
February 5 School Board meeting. The goal is to persuade the 
School Board to include the $3.9 million in the 2010 budget, 
which is submitted in late February.

You can help! Contact the School Board in February to support 
the plan to update and bring light into Jefferson—in a practical, 
cost-effective way. Write, visit or e-mail the Board at 
schoolbd@arlington.k12.va.us. For more information on the 
Improvement Study, visit the Jefferson web site, 
www.apsva.us/jefferson. Click on “Parents” and then the link 
under “Jefferson Improvement Study.”

Clay-Composite Field Wins County Support
In late December the County Board, after years of complaints 
about the negative health effects of the clay-composite sports 
field, committed to taking action to change the surface to some-
thing else, likely grass. Although funding and timing are uncer-
tain, this big step forward will eliminate the clouds of dust that 
pose health hazards for students and neighbors alike. Many 
thanks to all neighbors and families who attended the County 
Board’s December meeting or contacted Board members to 
express their concern. Your support helped immeasurably. 

Jefferson is Going Green
A new Outdoor Classroom - Greening Project committee is 
forming this winter to look into outdoor learning possibilities for 
students, including outdoor classroom space, a garden and 
other greening projects. Jefferson families and teaching staff 
are committed to making the school’s learning environment the 
best it can be!   

Long Branch Updates
                                                            Erika Howder

Governor Kaine recently announced that Long 
Branch has earned the 2009 Governor's Award 
for Educational Excellence. The award is the 
highest honor under the Virginia Index of Perfor-
mance (VIP) incentive program.  The Board of 
Education VIP created to advance Governor 
Kaine's "competence to excellence" agenda that 
encourages advanced learning and achievement 
in the Commonwealth's public schools. Congrat-
ulations to Long Branch teachers, staff, and stu-

dents!  We all know that Long Branch is an awesome school and 
it's wonderful for that to be officially recognized!

Long Branch students have also excelled recently on an individu-
al level.  Several students have had their art work chosen to be 
on display at the annual art show at the Education Center.  Sev-
eral others will have their artwork in the annual Arlington Connec-
tion's Children Connection issue.  Finally, several students 
participated in the PTA Reflections Contest.  Congratulations to 
all participants and winners.

In the upcoming months, Long 
Branch will be offering some activ-
ities for the local community.  
These events will raise funds for 
the school, while at the same time 
providing an opportunity to get to 
know others within the Long 
Branch family.  The first event will 
be a fundraiser at the Silver Diner 
on Sunday, February 22.  Have 
your meal served to you by students and staff (including Principal 
Felicia Russo!) and a small percentage of the sales will be donat-
ed to the school.

Also upcoming is Long Branch's biggest fund-raiser of the year: 
the Annual Auction.   Mark your calendars for March 21, 2009.  
This wonderful event is held at the Arlington Arts Center.  There 
will be lots of interesting and exciting auctions, so line up your 
babysitter and plan for a fun night out. All proceeds benefit the 
Long Branch PTA, which will use the money for student and 
teacher support, from purchases for classrooms, to scholarships 
for enrichment programs and field trip fees. Got an item or a ser-
vice you'd like to donate to the auction?  Contact Brittany Milby 
(bbjlmilby@msn.com) or Claire Jones 
(clairejones@janegoodall.org).

Lastly, the annual Long Branch Spring Fair is coming on May 30 
from 4-7 PM.  This is an excellent opportunity for incoming stu-
dents to visit the school for a fun evening, as well as a chance for 
current and “graduated” families to have a fun time socializing.

Looking for a way to show your pride? Long Branch t-shirts are 
for sale, and anyone in the community can buy one!  Shirts are a 
tie-dye design, with a statement that "the world comes together 
at Long Branch" as more than 30 countries are represented at 
the school.  For information contact Betsy Cody at 
longbranchtshirts@verizon.net

Dates to Remember:
 Silver Diner Fund-raiser: February 22
 PTA Meeting: March 3 at 7:30 PM in the library
 Annual Auction: March 21 
 Spring Fair: May 30, 4-7 PM



“There comes a time in the planning process that
the exterior is just as important as the entire project.”

Blackburn Construction Company Inc.
Arlington, VA since 1983

703.243.6369

Model available
by appointment

~Call for a consultation today

•Design;Build
•New homes
•Additions
•Remodel

LPCA does not endorse or investigate advertised services 
or products.  We assume no responsibility for ad accuracy  

or services/products provided.

Miscellaneous Services
Dog walking - Thad Jones, 15, 527-0929, cell 350-5832
Pet Sitter extraordinaire Carolyn Grahn, 12, will take care 
of all of your pets!  Experienced caring for dogs, cats, birds, 
and various rodents. 243-9212
Pet sitting and dogwalking - we love animals and we can 
care for and/or exercise your dogs, cats, rodents and/or 
fish!  Sally, (17) or Nick (13) Bornbusch, 351-9360.
Violin Lessons for elementary school students: call Jackie 
Anhut, 528-3665.
Violin Lessons from prize-winning violinist for students of 
all ages and skill.  Thomas Moran, 351-7852.

GET SOMEONE'S ATTENTION! The Citizen is hand 
delivered to 1900 households each month.  The 
Citizen’s classified ads are free for industrious teens 
(babysitters, leaf rakers, snow shovelers) who need 
cash or have nagging parents. All others pay $10.00 for 
20 words. Use area code 703 unless otherwise noted.
Teen Babysitting  
Alyse Alicandro, 16, Red Cross and CPR certified, expe-
rienced with infants 528-1995.
Jackie Anhut, 17, Red Cross certified, 528-3665.
Sally Bornbusch, 17, Red Cross certified, 351-9360 
Nick Bornbusch, 14, Red Cross certified, no infants, 
351-9360
Bryan Burgess, 13, Red Cross certified, 527-3740
Thad Jones, 15, 527-0929
Andrew Karpinski, Age 15,scheduled for certification 
class, 524-1575. 
Katie Menoche, 16, Red Cross/CPR certified, 243-3823
Stephen Moran, 15, Red Cross certified,  351-7852.
Thomas Moran, 19, Red Cross certified, 351-7852.
Riley Shepardson, 16, Red Cross/CPR certified, no in-
fants, 525-6834.
Lawn Mowing, Gardening, Snow Shoveling Clinton 
James age 17, references available. 525-7948
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Wendell E. Brown, 
CFP

703-524-9346
wenbrown@yahoo.com

300 North Fillmore Street

TAX RETURNS 
PREPARED

Letters to Susie

Dear Susie:
Award winning murder mystery writer Anne Perry’s five-novel World War I series reminds me of the senselessness 
of war.  The novels, beginning before Sarejevo, track four siblings, Hannah, Joseph, Matthew and Judith Reavley.  
Each installment has its own perplexing murder within an overarching plot to discover a traitor.  Code named 
Peacemaker, the traitor initially sought a treaty between King George and the Kaiser to maintain peace and pre-
vent world war at the cost of imposing authoritarian rule and betraying Britain’s allies.  As Peacemaker becomes 
more and more ruthless, he increases his use of violence.  His first murders were the Reavley parents who had 
uncovered his activities.

The four siblings discover Peacemaker’s role in those deaths and Matthew, working for British Intelligence, leads 
the effort to unmask Peacemaker.  Joseph, a military chaplain on the front lines, resolves individual murders within 
each novel, while he deals with death and suffering in the bloodiest killing fields of the WWI:  Gallipoli, Ypres, Pas-
sendahle.  His ability to keep his faith and to comfort others remains a small warm light.  Judith, the youngest, the 
most adventurous, gives up a safer life to drive an ambulance at the front.  Hannah, symbolizing home for her 
brothers and sister, keeps life together for her children and her village, while her husband commands a ship at sea. 

The fourth book takes its name from “I have a rendezvous with Death/At some disputed barricade. ” Written by an 
American, Alan Seeger, the poem prefigures Seeger’s death at 28 as the WWI French forces fight the Central Pow-
ers.  Beyond Seeger’s death, the poem foreshadows the pain, loss, and acceptance of death that pulses through 
this quintet, if sacrificed for a cause.  Similarly John McCrae’s couplet opening the last novel:  “If ye break faith 
with us who die / We shall not sleep, though poppies grow / In Flanders fields.” shows a profoundly weary McCrae, 
himself a Canadian army surgeon at Ypres, who died of war related illness.

Embedded in these tightly written mysteries is Perry’s view of war:  “they had thought then that the war wouldn’t 
last a year.  It had been talk of glory, of heroism and sacrifice.  Now it was death, endlessly and pointlessly ever 
more death.”  And we know with the wisdom of hindsight that the peace of WWI, so harshly crafted, was only a 
rest stop before onslaught of WWII.  We need to be careful how we fashion peace.  The series is compelling; I 
hope you agree.  
                         
             Peggy

No Graves as Yet•Angels in the Gloom•Shoulder the Sky•At Some Disputed Barricade•We Shall Not Sleep
YO! CUPCAKE!  It’s Valentine’s Day!

The Women’s Club baking group will hold a cupcake sale for 
Valentine’s Day at theCommunity Center on 

Saturday, February 14, 9 AM to 12 Noon!

 These won’t be just any cupcakes–they’ll be made with love!

 Boxed with love, ready to bring to your Valentine!

 Only $9/half dozen for large, $12/dozen for minis, $2 each for the specialty cupcakes 
that look like puppies!

To order ahead, contact Stefanie Bray at 812-322-5590 or diamondstefanie@hotmail.com.

Order Ahead, 
or Buy on 2/14
Black Bottom Cupcakes
Boston Creme Cupcakes
Chocolate Mini Cupcakes
Lemon Poppy Cupcakes
Peanut Butter & Jelly Cupcakes
Puppy-faced Cupcakes
Very Vanilla Cupcakes
Waldorf-Astoria Red Cupcakes
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PLEASE PAY YOUR LPCA DUES
Membership supports many activities. Please com-
plete this form and send it with your check payable to 
LPCA to Membership, 414 N. Fillmore Street, Arling-
ton, 22201.

New member $10          Renewal $10
  Renew for two years! $20

 Hint:  Use a return address label here 
Name_____________________________________
Address___________________________________

E-mail________________Home phone_________  

COMMUNITY INTERESTS: Check all that apply

Annual Craft Fair

Spring Fair

LPCA  does not sell or share member information

It’s Tax Time    Wendell Brown, CFP
Individuals and businesses making charitable contributions should 
keep several important tax law provisions in mind. 

Rules for Clothing and Household Items 
To be deductible, clothing and household items donated to charity 
must be in good used condition or better.  
•When donating property, including clothing and household items, get 
from the charity, if possible, a receipt that includes the name of the 
charity, date of the contribution, and a reasonably detailed descrip-
tion of the donated property. If a donation is left at a charity's unat-
tended drop site, keep a written record of the donation that includes 
this information, as well as the fair market value of the property at the 
time of the donation and the method used to determine that value. 
•If the amount of a taxpayer’s deduction for all noncash contributions 
is over $500, a properly completed Form 8283 must be submitted 
with the tax return. 

Guidelines for Monetary Donations 
To deduct any charitable donation of money, regardless of amount, a 
taxpayer must have a bank record or a written communication from 
the charity showing the name of the charity and the date and amount 
of the contribution. Bank records include canceled checks, bank or 
credit union statements, and credit card statements. Bank or credit 
union statements should show the name of the charity, the date, and 
the amount paid. Credit card statements should show the name of 
the charity, the date, and the transaction posting date. 

Donations of money include those made in cash or by check, elec-
tronic funds transfer, credit card, and payroll deduction. For payroll 
deductions, the taxpayer should retain a pay stub, a Form W-2 wage 
statement or other document furnished by the employer showing the 
total amount withheld for charity, along with the pledge card showing 
the name of the charity. 

Contributions are deductible in the year made. Thus, donations 
charged to a credit card before the end of the year count for 2008. 
This is true even if the credit card bill isn't paid until next year. Also, 
checks count for 2008 as long as they are mailed this year. 

Tax Advice on Retirement Plan Minimum Distributions, 2009
The Worker, Retiree, and Employer Recovery Act was signed into 
law in December 2008.  This law relaxes the requirements for retire-
ment plan minimum distributions in 2009.

The law waives the required minimum distributions in 2009 from re-
tirement plans that hold each participant's benefit in an individual ac-
count. These plans would include IRA's, 401(k) plans, and 403(b) 
plans. This provision means that participants who would otherwise be 
required to take minimum distributions from these plans in 2009 may 
skip them.

If participants do elect to make a withdrawal from an individual retire-
ment plan in 2009, they may roll them over into another account with-
in the tax code provisions for roll overs.  Any amount not rolled over 
will be taxed as retirement income in 2009.

Under existing tax regulations, retired employees and IRA owners 
who turned 70½ in 2008 are permitted to delay taking the initial 2008 
distribution until April 1, 2009. These individuals are not affected by 
the new law. They must take the delayed 2008 distribution by April 1, 
2009. 

If you need further information on this or other tax matters, contact 
Wendell Brown, CFP,  by phone (703)524-9346 or by e-mail at 
wenbrown@yahoo.com.
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  ANNOUNCING

      D&W Builders Handyman Services

    Mike Del Gallo and Bill Wykoff, of D & W Builders Inc. 
            announce a new division of their company, 

D&W Builders Handyman Services

As a homeowner, the to-do list is endless, occupying many weekends and taking up so much free 
time.  Call D&W Builders Handyman Services to take care of the to-do list with quality workman-

ship and professionalism, 
a standard of D&W Builders, Inc. for 23 years.

If you have been thinking about:
Replacing weather-stripping

Installing ceiling fans
Repairing wood rot
Painting (interior and exterior)
Replacing windows
Kitchens and baths                                        

                                           

                  Anything!  We have the resources to get it done.

Give us a call! We are here to help make your life easier.

No job is too small and D&W Handyman Services are just a phone call away.

D&W Builders Handyman Services are here for you.  Call today to start the year off right!  
Home repair and maintenance is what we do.

Make 2009 the year to complete unfinished projects and get organized!

Call Mike or Bill at 703-534-2170
You’ll be glad you did!

Drywall repair
Caulking a bathroom
Replacing or adding shutters
Trim work
Replacing old attic stairs
Replacing doors
Finishing the basement



Page 14 - February 2009     www.lyonparkcitizens.org   The Lyon Park Citizen     

BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR

LPCC Operation Renovation Vote on February 11

Community Center Open House

Saturday, February 7     

Noon – 4 pm 

Tours/Questions and Answers

The Board of Governors Approved Renovation Plan1 is:
In the main hall, renovations would include removing the wainscoting, repairing the wall and ceiling, 
replacing the office-style light fixtures, and repainting.  Electrical service would be upgraded, and the 
windows would be addressed.  Additional storage would be provided in the location of the current wom-
en's restroom.  A 12' by 30' extension would be constructed on the north end of the building (Pershing 
Drive) for modern handicapped accessible restrooms.  The north façade would be reconstructed to match 
the original building.  Please see the elevation rendering below and the plan rendering on the next page.

Benefits of this plan include:
•Current uses of the building would not be sacrificed.
•Building traffic flow would be retained.
•A minimal footprint addition would be constructed.
•The north (Pershing Drive) façade would be duplicated.
•The main hall would be refreshed and improved.
•County building code officials have pre-screened the plan.
•Plans and specifications are nearly ready for construction.

Fund Raising:
•Fund raising is on track and nearly complete.
•LPCA has accumulated reserve funds in anticipation of the renovation.
•LPCA has been asked to provide $50,000 towards the renovation.2 

Questions:  Visit the Community Center Open House on February 7, or contact the Board of Gov-
ernors Chair, Kevin Baer, kevin.baer@verizon.net, 703-524-7588.

 1.  Action Item #2 asks, "Do you support the LPCC's Board of Governors approved renovation proposal?"
  2. Action Item #9 asks, "Do you support giving LPCC $50K . . . . ."
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The second annual Pancake Breakfast 
was a great community event, with 98+ "over 8's", 

21 - 8 and unders, and 22 under 4's bringing in a little 
over $700 for the Community Center Renovation Fund.

       This could not be done with out all the volunteer help.  
Perennial flippers Gary Putnam and Lowell Larson, along 
with Erik Vande Meulebrocke and his daughter (from Ash-
ton Heights), John Fiske and Michael Sauri kept you filled 

with pancakes, sausages and bacon and to clean the 
kitchen afterwards!  

        Many thanks to the rest of the team to make the 
event a success, Elizabeth Wray, Alice and Wendell 

Brown, Elizabeth Sheehy, Natalie Roy, Judy Hafner, Kev-
in Baer,  and Rachel Burnett who manned the hot choco-

late, syrup and orange juice station, and helped set 
and clean up.
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Take Note! totally blew us away in the evening 
with a fantastic benefit concert-all a capella! Soprano and 

Fillmore Street resident Sara Newman, Alto Diana Rumrill, Tenor 
Barry Astrow and Bass Jeff Sands had a full-house audience smil-
ing and toe-tapping for almost two hours.  We saw Wendell Brown 
singing along to Dream, Bill Anhut rocking to I Heard it through the 

Grapevine, and Cheryl Grandinetti really enjoying Somebody to Love.  
We deeply appreciate Take Notes! generosity.

       Thanks to Shirley Larson for her overall event organization, and 
to the breakfast helpers for setting up chairs. Shirley, Gunnel Pore-

lius ,Cheryl Grandinetti, Elsa Schauble and Jeannette Wick prepared 
food and set up refreshments.  Daniel Fragassi took pictures, and 

Tracy Hopkins made opening remarks.  The set up crew had a spe-
cial treat:  the group's warm up, which was as good as the concert 
itself.  Thanks to concert goers for putting away their own chairs, 
and taking home leftover goodies.  Special thanks to Kathleen 

McSweeney for taking remaining desserts to a local shelter 
for others to enjoy.
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Continued from page 1
Ground Rules for the February 11 Meeting
Due to the interest in this meeting,  the meeting will begin at 
7:30 PM sharp. People will be asked to sign up if they wish to 
make a statement. Statements will be restricted to no more 
than 2 minutes each, which will be strictly enforced. We will 
provide time for one hour and twenty minutes worth of state-
ments in the beginning of the meeting, after which time we will 
take up or down votes on the Action Items, which follow.

If the membership does not approve action Item #2 (the BOG 
approval), we will allow an additional 20 minutes worth of state-
ments from attendees (10 people@ 2 minutes each) if there is 
interest.  After the additional comment period, we will vote on 
the remaining action items. This means that the total time pro-
vided for comments will be a minimum of 1 hour 20 minutes 
and a maximum of 1 hour 40 minutes.

Action Items  
Action Item #1:
The Lyon Park Community Center was built in 1925 and is a 
contributing structure in the Lyon Park National Register Histor-
ic District.  

Do you support renovating the building in a way that preserves 
the historical preservation designation of the building? 

Action Item #2: 
The LPCC BOG has proposed to expand the Community Cen-
ter on the North (small kitchen side) end by 12 feet, replacing 
the original North façade with one that looks similar, add two 
ADA-compliant bathrooms in the extension and renovate the 
main hall. The new extension would be covered with vinyl sid-
ing that would match the existing siding.
Estimated Cost: $225,000K.  

Do you support the LPCC’s Board of Governors approved reno-
vation proposal?  
[If the answer to this is yes then we go directly to Action Item 
#9. If the answer is NO than we will vote on Action Items # 3-8] 

The following questions (#3-8) are designed to help identify 
what renovations the community supports.  These questions 
will only be voted on if the community turns down the BOG pro-
posal (Question #2). 

Action Item #3:
The BOG has proposed renovating the main building which 
would include plastering, painting, removing the paneling, re-
freshing the existing bathrooms and so forth. This proposal is 
part of both the BOG overall plan (#2) and is also part of the 
SW renovation proposal (#5). 
Estimated cost: $50K.

Do you support renovating the internal portions of the building 
(e.g. plastering, painting, removing the paneling, refreshing the 
current bathrooms)? 

Action Item #4:
In previous meetings, members of the community have asked 
that the exterior vinyl siding be removed and the original stucco 
exterior be restored. 
Estimated Cost: $40,000

Do you support stripping the siding to bring back the original 
stucco exterior? 

-Contnued next page-
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•Woman's Club:  Tuesday, February 24, 12 
noon potluck luncheon.  Hearts Bingo, bring a 
small item for prizes.
• Fitness Pursuits: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
4:30 PM– 5:30 PM.  Catherine Fergusen, (703) 
522-0301. 
• Duplicate Bridge: Every Friday, 9:00 AM -   
1:30 PM.
• CABOMA (Capital Area Bluegrass Old-time 
Music Association), 2nd and 4th Sundays of ev-
ery month, 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM.
• St. Hildegaard's Old Catholic Church: Sun-
days at 10 AM. Fr. Stan, (703) 528-1825 
www.sthildegards.org.
•IBIS: Friday, February 27,  7:30 PM
• 1920 Lyon Park Sales Brochure.  Reproduc-
tion copy,  24 pp. Gary or Kit Putnam, (703) 
527-2266. $7 ea or 5/$25.  All proceeds benefit 
the Lyon Park Community Center.  

-Continued from page 14-

Action Item #5: 
It has been proposed that the community expand the building on 
the Southwest side of the building (off of the main kitchen) to allow 
adding two ADA-compliant bathrooms (one could be built in space 
currently not being utilized in the big kitchen and the other would 
require a bump out). There are several variations of this address-
ing the exact location of the bathrooms and additional storage 
space.  This would also include keeping one or both of the existing 
bathrooms up front (possibly turning the other one into a coat clos-
et).  This proposal would also include the interior renovations in-
cluded in the BOG proposal. This scenario would not involve 
removing the front historical façade of the building. 
Cost Estimate: $225,000

Do you support exploring this alternative SW renovation option? 

Action Item #6:
It has been proposed that the community add a covered porch or 
veranda on the Park side of the Lyon Park Community Center.  
This could be done in conjunction with any of the other options, in-
cluding the BOG proposal, or by itself. Cost estimate: $57,000

Do you support exploring the option of adding a covered porch or 
veranda on the Park side of the building?

Action Item #7: 
It has been proposed to add only one ADA-compliant bathroom 
with the existing building footprint, somewhere in the current large 
kitchen.  The front bathrooms would be refurbished and remain in 
place. Cost Estimate: $40,000. 

Do you support adding only one ADA-compliant bathroom within 
the building’s existing footprint in the vicinity of the large kitchen?

Action Item #8:
It has been proposed to add an ADA-compliant bathroom using 
most of the space of the current small kitchen, and refurbishing the 
current bathrooms.  Cost Estimate: $40,000.

Do you support adding only one ADA-compliant bathroom within 
the existing footprint of the building, within the space of the current 
small kitchen?

Action Item #9:
If the answer to Action Item #2 is YES (supporting the BOG propos-
al)  then the NEXT question is: 

Do you support giving LPCC $50K from its treasury to the BOG to 
help fund the renovations as described in Action Item #2 (with cer-
tain conditions and stipulations)? Proposed resolution to be distrib-
uted prior to meeting.

CAN You Help?
(No Pun Intended!)
Girls Scout troop 6373 will 
be collecting canned food 
door to door on February 14 
from 1 to 4 PM. They will 
donate all food to the Arling-
ton Food Assistance Center. 

Questions? Contact Sophia Delmar at jingle1016@msn.com.
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