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President’s Message                              Make Everyday Earth Day                               Natalie U. Roy
HOT NEWS FLASH.   I am thrilled to announce that Lyon Park will celebrate the 40th anniversary of Earth Day (April 22, 2010) in a big 
way.  LPCA has made the monumental decision to establish a local Environmental Protection Agency (Lyon Park EPA) at the Lyon 
Park Community Center.  This new Lyon Park EPA’s mission will be to bust neighborhood polluters, including the people who throw 
trash out of cars, do not pick up their dogs’ poop, throw cigarette butts on the ground expecting them to decompose, and/or do not 
properly sort their recyclables. Our local Lyon Park EPA will issue citations to people who do not put their leaves and brush on the curb 
for pickup (hmmm, I will get a ticket for sure), waste water by turning sprinklers on in the middle of a rain storm, forget to bring their re-
usable bags to the supermarket and/or use heavy duty fertilizer with nasty chemicals on their lawns. We will also have a special green 
police force (the LP’s) to help enforce our new environmental rules. LPCA is seeking volunteers to organize this new environmental de-
partment and help draft a new set of environmental laws and regulations for the neighborhood.  ONLY JOKING!  (Even though Lyon 
Park EPA has a nice ring to it ☺ --Post-April Fools! I am sorry I just couldn’t resist.)

Kidding aside, Lyon Park will celebrate Earth Day, maybe not as zealously as I described above, but with wholehearted enthusiasm!  
Whether you live in Lyon Park or in San Diego, California or Sydney, Australia, we all face serious environmental challenges including 
global warming, water scarcity, and air and water pollution. It’s more important than ever to think globally by acting locally. Actions we 
take today on the local level can reduce our environmental footprint.  Even if you make only one change in your daily routine—bike in-
stead of drive to work, print documents on both sides of the paper, use reusable shopping bags, purchase less toxic products, and refill 
your water bottles instead of buying disposable bottles—it will make a difference.

I am preaching to the choir here in Lyon Park. We could surely make the claim that in our neighborhood everyday is Earth Day. Be-
tween our wonderful Plant a Tree program (pages 16 and 23) organized by Bill Anhut, the re-launching of the Lyon Park Garden Club, 
and the fact that a large number of people in our community bike, walk or metro to work and support the County smart growth develop-
ment policies that make all that possible, our community has a strong environmental ethic.  Our community also boasts high participa-
tion rates in the County recycling program and typically promotes environmentally friendly practices on the home front by using energy 
efficient lighting, appliances and computers. 

A nonpartisan publication serving Lyon Park residents’ common interests 

Lyon Park monthly meeting:
Wednesday

April 14, 7:30 PM
LPCC
7:15 social

7:30 meeting start

•Treasurers report
•Police updates
•Potomac regional park energy efficiency 
talk
•Arlington County guest speaker on 
clean water: rain barrels and green roofs
•Green Culinary contest—bring your 
green dish to the meeting. 
•Awards for most creative and delicious

While Lyon Parkers are already 
good environmental stewards, there 
is even more we can do.  For the 
40th anniversary, I am challenging 
all of us to go above and beyond. 
For my part I am going to focus on 
reducing my family’s use of water. 
After years of procrastination we are 
going to finally purchase a rain barrel 
(from the County program). Rain wa-
ter harvesting decreases the high 
demand for domestic water in which 
residential uses can account for up 
to 40% consumption. I would love to 
know what green choices many of 
you make. If you have time please 
send me an email at 
Nroyvilla@comcast.com with updates on what measure(s) you took to help pro-
tect and clean up the environment. 

I also encourage all of you to attend LPCA’s special green-themed monthly 
meeting (April 14).  We have scheduled two impressive guest speakers, one 
from Potomac Overlook Park, who will speak on energy efficiency, and a second 
from the County who will give information on Arlington’s rain barrel and green 
roof program. LPCA will also be sponsoring a green culinary contest at the April 
meeting. Bring your best and most delicious environmentally-themed dish. Some 
people have told me they will be creating surprise dishes made from invasive 
species (plants I hope!). The only limitation is your imagination and creativity.  
There will be Green awards for the winners of the culinary contest. Hope to see 
many of you on the 14th at what will be a fun and informative meeting. 

Happy Earth Day Lyon Park! Remember, we only have one Earth. Let’s treat her 
with the respect she deserves.
  



LPCA General Meeting                  Jay Stanley
March 13, 2010
LPCA President Natalie Roy opened the meeting. Introductions were made.

       Doorways.  Doorways Board member Erik Gutshall and Executive Director 
Linda Dunphy presented on a major budget shortfall being experienced by the 
Doorways Family Home and Safehouse shelter for domestic violence victims due 
to recession-driven losses of funding from foundations and corporations. They 
asked the LPCA to send a letter to the County Board endorsing Doorways' re-
quest for $350k in additional funds.  They argued that 

 Doorways provides services to the County, but the County only pays 
27% of the cost, with the rest covered by charitable donations; 

 the County would have to pay all costs if Doorways went away; and 
 it would be four times more expensive for the County to assume func-

tions now performed by Doorways.  
They said that for other shelters, the County pays 80-95% of cost, and in Fairfax, 
all shelters get 80-90% county funding, while Doorways is only asking to increase 
County funding from 27% to 40%. Gutshall argued that Doorways is here in Lyon 
Park, it is our neighbor, so the LPCA should weigh in on the situation with the 
County Board.

       Treasurer's report. Treasurer Bill Anhut reported that the LPCA has a bal-
ance of $57k, with $50k of that committed to the community center renovation.  
Ad revenue is the same as last year, while dues are down $520.  The operating 
budget has a $4k surplus.  

       Discussion of Doorways letter. It was moved to write a letter on Doorways' 
behalf. The motion was discussed, and passed with one abstention. 

       Renovation update. Elizabeth Sheehy gave an update on renovation plans.  
New, more detailed plans have been submitted to a cost estimator.  That esti-
mate will be taken up by the fundraising committee.  Adjustments are still being 
made to the plans. The changes include:

 bumping out the kitchen a bit, narrowed hallways
 repositioning the bathrooms slightly
 asking the building committee to weigh in on some of the finishing – e.g. 

decisions on flooring
 confirming only one door would lead to sunroom
 having the kitchen subcommittee dig in on details

Sheehy showed elevation drawings.  The fundraising committee will meet on 
March 18. The building committee also will meet after the cost estimate is com-
pleted; interested people should contact Adam Rasmussen.

Sheehy also mentioned that Villas & Vistas will be held on May 2, followed by an 
evening event.

       RV ordinance. Melissa Bondi gave an update on a meeting of the planning 
commission’s zoning subcommittee, which recently discussed proposed changes 
in the county’s RV ordinance.  Fifty one RVs are registered in Arlington; the DMV 
would not authorize the revenue commissioner to release of data about vehicle 
sizes.  It seemed clear that none of the committee members supported a change 
in the ordinance. The current ordinance has been in place since 1965. Also, the 
police department is proposing changes to parking codes. They have not put in 
formal a proposal yet, but it would more explicitly define (restrict) how an RV can 
park.   The Commonwealth Attorney said that by his interpretation the 5-day 
parking rule means you must move to different block to reset the 5-day count.   
The Board could hear testimony on the RV matter in April, with a vote to follow in 
May.

Finally, Lynn Alsmeyer-Johnson mentioned that the building at 932 N Highland 
next to Sullivan House is looking to redevelop and seeking input on designs. 

Roy closed the meeting. 
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The Lyon Park Citizens Association
414 N. Fillmore St.
Arlington, VA 22201

LPCA Executive Committee
President
Natalie Roy                         (703) 524-4119

nroyvilla@comcast.net
Vice-President-Development   
Larry Mayer                                  (703) 525-8921

lmayer@mba1973.hbs.edu
VP-Neighborhood Conservation
Elliott Mandel                         (703) 527-1502

edmandel@hotmail.com 
Vice-President-Programs
Elizabeth Sheehy                         (703) 516-4910

ElizabethSheehy@macys.com
Treasurer
Bill Anhut, Jr.                                (703) 528-3665

billanhut@yahoo.com
Secretary/Historian
Jay Stanley                                   (703) 527-0033

jcs2b@mindspring.com
Sergeant-at-Arms
Rich Robinson                              (703) 527-2724

hwhrich@hotmail.com
Membership Chair
Melissa Bondi                    (703) 527-6379

mmbondi@yahoo.com
Member at Large
Adam Parkhomenko                  (703) 864-7796

Adam.j.Parkhomenko@gmail.com

Community Center Board of Governors
Jeannette Wick, Chair                 (703) 524-8531

jywickrph@aol.com 

Important Contacts
Police Liaison
Deborah Bash                              (703) 528-2274 

deborah.bash@longandfoster.com 
Community Center Rental Agent
Shirley Larson                         (703) 527-9520

rent@lyonpark.info
Clarendon Alliance Representative
Natalie Roy                         (703) 524-4119

nroyvilla@comcast.net
Civic Federation Reps
Melissa Bondi                    (703) 527-6379
Steve Geiger                                (703) 522-0026
Erik Gutshall                                (703) 276-0809
Larry Mayer                                  (703) 525-8921
Natalie Roy                         (703) 524-4119
Jim Turpin                                    (703) 248-6988

Doorways for Women and Families Liaison
Erik Gutshall                                (703) 276-0809

Newsletter Co-Editors and Advertising
Shirley Larson, Content               (703) 527-4316

famlars@msn.com
Jeannette Wick, Ads & Layout     (703) 524-8531

jywickrph@aol.com
Helen White, Distribution              (703) 527-2977

hmwhite33@verizon.net
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It's time again for the Annual 

Villas and Vistas
A Celebration of the Homes and Gardens of Lyon Park

to benefit the Renovation of the  Lyon Park Community Center

Sunday May 2, 2010
12 PM -4 PM

Home and Garden Tours
check in at the Community House

4:30-6 PM Reception in the Community House
(with Special Guests!) 

Tickets are $20 each.  Make checks payable to "LPCA," and mail to:  
Elizabeth Sheehy Villas and Vistas Chairman 

2928 2nd Rd N Arlington, VA  22201   

86th Annual

Lyon Park Spring Fair
May 15, 2010
11 AM to 3 PM 

Can we railroad you into helping?
Volunteer opportunities are still available to a lucky few....No physical required. 

Contact LPSpringFair@aol.com or call (703) 524-8531.

 Carnival Game Engineers: volunteer for two hour shifts, between 11-1 and between 1-3. Choose you favorite:    
balloon-dart game; cupcake tins; golf ball drop; duck pond/prize table; coin toss; and the bean bag toss. 

 Guess-the-Numbers Neurosurgeon: This positions is less physically taxing than the others, so we’re looking for 
that special someone, the crafty, the artistic, the number-minded.  Is that you?  

 Dining Car Help:  How good are YOUR hot dogs?  Show us.  Contact Shirley Larson directly at 
famlars@msn.com ot (703) 527-4316.  You don’t volunteer, we don’t eat.  It’s that simple!

ALL ABOARD!



Care to Advertise?
Business Card -$39;  
Quarter Page - $69; 
Half Page - $99; 
Full Page - $189   
Classifieds - see Classifieds header
One page insert $325

10% Frequency discount;   
5% LPCA Member discount

Contact: Jeannette Wick at
 jywickrph@aol.com or 
(703) 524-8531

Unless otherwise noted, all art in articles 
copyright (c) 2007, Jeannette Wick and 
her licensors.  All rights reserved. 
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Are you there?
CAR + HOME = BIG SAVINGS

State Farm®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Steffen Insurance Agency, Inc.
Johno Steffen, Agent

2762 Washington Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22201
703 243 6565  Fax 703 243 5855
johno.steffen.cwho@statefarm.com
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

statefarm.com®
Discount only applies to homeowners insurance when car insured by State Farm Mutual

Automobile Insurance Company.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) • Bloomington, IL

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company •  State Farm General Insurance Company • Bloomington, IL
State Farm Lloyds  •  Dallas, TX

Local Tragedy
As most of you know, we had a tragic incident occur here on March 14.  Cain Guevara-Estrada, 20, who lived on Pershing Drive in 
Lyon Park, was murdered in Lyon Park. The police responded quickly and already have a suspect in custody. As a community we 
are rallying together to help the victim's family in their time of need. As you can imagine, no family is ever prepared for such a 
senseless tragic loss. Lyon Parker Kate Barbee is leading a committee of concerned community members to provide support and 
raise funds for the family to help defray funeral expenses. The committee is working with the County to ensure the family gets the 
assistance they need. If you are interested in helping on this effort please contact Kate Barbee at katebarbee@yahoo.com.
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 Antonio F. Rodriquez

Call (703) 731-6809

Numerous excellent references 
Available from within the 
Lyon Park Community

R & M
CLEANING SERVICES

RELIABLE • EXPERIENCED • GOOD REFERENCES
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING • REASONABLE RATES

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT

Free-in-home Estimates
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally
Move-in or Move-out Office

Call MARYEN or RAUL at

[703] 321-5335

Dear Fifth Grade Parents and Students
              Allison Herrity, Jefferson’s Fifth Grade Liaison      
There are so many clubs and sports going on at Jefferson this 
month.  These include wrestling, swimming, boys’ basketball, 
and cheerleading.  Congratulations to the wrestling team on win-
ning their 1st wrestling match.  The boys’ basketball team is hav-
ing a great season with a 3-5 record.  The swim team 

had their 1st swim meet at Washington-Lee 
high school on Thursday, March 11.  We 
have many great swimmers on the team 
this year.  We hope to win our meet 
against Williamsburg.  Also, on Thursday, 
March 11, there was a Basketball game at 
Swanson and a Wrestling match at Wil-
liamsburg.  We are having a great year for 

sports at Jefferson!

Our school also has many academic achieve-
ments this year.  Ten Jefferson students out 
of 67 in Virginia made it to the 3rd round in 
the Letters about Literature contest.  Many 
students from Jefferson made it to the re-
gional science fair.

 
Our academic community here at Jefferson is 
thriving.  I hope success at Jefferson contin-
ues!

Long Branch News                         Erika Howder
Spring has sprung and Long Branch has a new addition!  Lionel 
the Lion (pictured to the left) will take up residence in the Long 
Branch garden.  Lionel was painted by the fifth grade students and 
returned to Long Branch thanks to very generous donations at the 
annual auction. 

Once again, the auction was a HUGE success.  Lots of wonderful 
items were donated, parents got the chance to socialize at the 
Arts Center, and many generous bids were made.  The most pop-
ular items this year, as in years past, were the dinners and parties 
hosted by parents throughout the year.  Didn't win the dinner you 
wanted?  Host one yourself next year!  It's an awesome way to get 
to know others in the community.  HUGE thank yous to everyone 
who donated items, volunteered at the auction, attended, or bid on 
an item!  Kudos to Karen Dunn and her crew for organizing such a 
great event!

Science week occurred during the week of 
March 8-12!  Billy B performed and kids got 
the chance to explore the Discovery Creek 
Rolling Rainforest.  Students loved having 
the opportunity to hear from our 
community’s scientists about how they 
use science in their jobs.   Thank you to
 Lauren Spurrier and Tom Edwards for 
organizing and to all parents and community 
Members  who came to talk to the children.  

In other exciting news, Long Branch had a great showing in the 
Odyssey of the Mind competition!  Two teams competed on March 
6 in the Nova East Regional Tournament.  The Division 1B team 
for Problem 1 won first place in its division!  They were required to 
design, build and drive a human-powered vehicle and camper on 
a camping trip.  They will now advance to the Virginia State Tour-
nament.  Long Branch's Second Grade Primary Team also com-
peted by creating and presenting a humorous performance that 
included a Surprise Party for a team-created character.  Congratu-
lations to all participants!  You all make Long Branch proud!

Next on Long Branch's community schedule is the annual Spring 
Fair!!  The fair is designed to be a fun event for families to spend 
time with friends and will include lots of games and activities.  
Feeling the need to do some spring cleaning?  Be sure to drop off 
your happy meal toys and stuffed animals to be used as prizes.  
Collection begins after spring break!

Dates to Remember:
 May 4, 7:30 PM, PTA Meeting, Long Branch Library
 June 5, Spring Fair, Long Branch
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•Woman's Club:  Tuesday April 27, 12 noon, 
potluck luncheon.
• Fitness Pursuits: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
4:30 PM– 5:30 PM.  Catherine Fergusen, (703) 
522-0301. 
• Duplicate Bridge: Every Friday, 9:00 AM -   
1:30 PM.
• CABOMA (Capital Area Bluegrass Old-time 
Music Association), 2nd and 4th Sundays of ev-
ery month, 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM.
• St. Hildegaard's Old Catholic Church: Sun-
days at 10 AM. Fr. Stan, (703) 528-1825 
www.sthildegards.org.
• 1920 Lyon Park Sales Brochure.  Reproduc-
tion copy,  24 pp. Gary or Kit Putnam, (703) 
527-2266. $7 ea or 5/$25.  All proceeds benefit 
the Lyon Park Community Center.  

Tales from the Founders’ Archives                   
     Elizabeth Sheehy
When we left our heroes last month (see March 2010 issue of The 
Lyon Park Citizen), the Board of Governors of 1925 were putting 
together the plans for building the original Community House.  
Even as the building was still under construction, the community 
began to fill its hall, holding regular card parties, weekly dances, 
Girl and Boy Scout meetings, in addition to the regular meetings of 
the Women’s Club and the Garden Club.   There were several car-
nivals held each year, in addition to a Halloween Masquerade and 
the Strawberry Festival (that sounds like one we should resur-
rect!).  Outside groups also rented the Community House, includ-
ing nascent churches, civic associations, political groups and 
dance instructors.

The original LPCC founders would doubtless be pleased by all the 
activity that continues today.  Every year, more than 350 separate 
functions are held at the Lyon Park Community House (look left for 
the monthly schedule), including Bridge Club, yoga classes, myri-
ad meetings, and the annual Halloween bonfire, Villas and Vistas, 
Spring Fair and Chili Supper.

A few interesting “Fun Facts” found in the archives:
 The stage, which will be removed in the renovation, restoring 

the hall to its original proportions, was added to the Community 
House in the late ‘20’s as a condition of a rental contract with 
the Maccabees, a fraternal benefit society.  Many vaudeville 
shows were performed on it, drawing an audience from around 
the County.

 In September 1927, the Women’s Club requested money from 
the LPCC to build a float to represent Lyon Park in the Water 
Carnival.  The Board of Governors agreed to donate $10 and 
excess lumber found in the attic.  It turned out to be money well 
spent, as Lyon Park took home the trophy that year!  (Ask Shir-
ley Larson if you want to see it sometime).

 In 1927, the Board of Governors decided to add a projector sys-
tem to the building, and showed movies several times a week.  
Sounds like another good idea to resurrect!

 In 1929, the Ash Tray Committee was formed, to purchase ash 
trays (duh) for the building.  Wonder how often they had to 
meet….

TJ Odyssey Team Excels 
The Thomas Jefferson Odyssey of the Mind team competed in the 
Northern Virginia Regional competition on Saturday, March 8 and 
took 5th place. The team of Peter Stewart, Alden Ducazau, Kierra 
Nelson, Marisa Shotwell and Bailey Hall impressed the judges with 
the vehicle they assembled from parts donated by many Lyon Park 
residents and their play which revolved around recycling to save 
the Earth's resources. 

Many thanks to all the Lyon Park residents who donated parts and 
tools to help the team accomplish their goals and to the Community 
Center for giving us a place to rehearse.
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Miscellaneous Services
Lawn Mowing, Gardening, Snow Shoveling 
Clinton James age 17, references available, 525-7948
Nice & Moore, Matt Nice and Robby Moore, age 13, 522-6291 
(Matt), 528-1176 (Robby)
Dog walking - Thad Jones, 15, 527-0929, cell 350-5832
Babysitting/Petsitting - Ian Hall, 14. and Remy MacDonald, 
13, 525-3328.
Pet Sitter extraordinaire Carolyn Grahn, 12, will take care of all 
of your pets!  Experienced caring for dogs, cats, birds, and var-
ious rodents. 243-9212
Pet sitting and dogwalking - we love animals and we can 
care for and/or exercise your dogs, cats, rodents and/or fish!  
Sally, (17) or Nick (13) Bornbusch, 351-9360.

GET SOMEONE'S ATTENTION! The Citizen is hand 
delivered to 1900 households each month.  The Citizen’s 
classified ads are free for industrious teens (babysitters, 
leaf rakers, snow shovelers) who need cash or have 
nagging parents. All others pay $10.00 for 20 words. Use 
area code 703 unless otherwise noted.

Teen Babysitting  
Alyse Alicandro, 17, Red Cross and CPR certified, expe-
rienced with infants, 528-1995
Sally Bornbusch, 17, Red Cross certified, 351-9360 
Nick Bornbusch, 14, Red Cross certified, no infants, 351-
9360
Bryan Burgess, 14, Red Cross certified, 527-3740
Carolyn Grahn, 13, Red Cross certified, 243-9212
Thad Jones, 15, 527-0929
Andrew Karpinski, Age 15,scheduled for certification 
class, 524-1575 
Katie Menoche, 16, Red Cross/CPR certified, 243-3823
Stephen Moran, 15, Red Cross certified,  351-7852
Katelyn Rowland, 13, Red Cross and Girl Scout Certi-
fied, Experienced with infants and children 1-9,, and 
mother’s helper, 525-9049
Riley Shepardson, 16, Red Cross/CPR certified, no in-
fants, 525-6834
Susan Sabatier, 13, Red Cross/CPR certified, 662-816-
7070 (cell)

LPCA does not endorse or investigate advertised 
services or products.  We assume no responsibility 

for ad accuracy  or services/products provided.

Walk for Lupus Now 2010 
Making a difference starts with just one step. Saturday, April 17, 
2010. Registration opens at 8:30 AM, walk begins at 9:30 AM at 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. More information: (202) 349-1167, 
walk@lupusgw.org or www.DCLupusWalk.org. 

Interested in walking with a team? Contact Lyon Park’s Krista 
Blackburn at (703) 980-6401. 
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Chili Cook-Off 2010
Sixteen different chili pots greeted Lyon Park’s hungry din-
ers on March 27. This community event was made possible 
by cook’s Lowell Larson, Gary Putnam, Jeannette Wick 
and Marlene Bloom. Gene Losa, Tracy Hopkins, Helen Tur-
vene, Linda Sabatier and Michael O’Connor and all-around 
helper Kit Putnam set up and decorated.  Cindy Stroup and 
Elizabeth Wray cheerfully took your money.  Every event 
must end, and Pat Hoffman, Natalie Roy, Sam Bryan, John 
and Elaine Ausink cleaned the community house.

Lyon Park residents donated sixteen chili’s and more corn-
bread than we could eat.  Thank You!  

The moment you have been waiting for, the winners! 

Best Red Chili (13 Entries) 
First: Anne Griffith
Second: (5-way tie) Susan Miller, Elizabeth Wray, Brent 
McGoldrick, Sara Newman and Gary Putnam. 
Third: (three-way tie) Michael O'Connor, Lowell Larson and 
Margaret Fibel. 

Best Green/White Chili: 
First: Gary Putnam,
Second: Shirley Larson.  

Best Vegetarian Chili: 
First: Tom Sheehy
Second: Margaret Fibel. 

Hottest Chili: 
First- Gary Putnam
Second: Gary Putnam (with a different Chili) 
Third: Anne Griffith
Fourth: Pat Conaway 
Fifth: (two-way tie) Brent McGoldrick and Tom Sheehy.

Special thanks to our sponsor, The Fisher Group!  
With their help this event raised more than $900.00 to help maintain the community house and grounds.

Thank you, Shirley!
Organizer Extraordinaire!

All photos:
Jennifer Hart
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We’ll update
“The List” soon!
Pay your dues now
to be included.

Letters to Suzy

Dear Suzy:  
In her new non-fiction work, Talking About Detective Fiction, P.D. James generates 
the rambling discourse of a grandparent wandering through her memory to describe 
highlights of things past.  Rather than writing a tightly structured analysis of detective 
fiction, PD James, a great detective writer herself who is in her 90s, chats her way 
through the development of murders and mysteries, from the earliest Wilkie Collins to 
current writers, from an aristocratic dedication to justice to a more scientific, more 
horrific, police/detective commitment to law and order.  She notes that she dictates 
her work, loosening the standard tight pacing of solving murders and mayhem and 
moving more to meditating on how we got here.  

PD James tries in the earlier chapters to define what is a detective novel and how it 
differs from other fiction:  a mysterious crime, usually a murder; a closed circle of 
suspects, each with motive, means and opportunity…; a detective, either amateur or 
professional; and finally a solution that the reader should be able to reach through 
logical deduction from clues “inserted in the novel with deceptive cunning but essen-
tial fairness” (p.9).  Later she adds other features, such as a villain from outside the 
group, or a secret adversary, like Moriarty.  James admits that the novel need not 
include a violent death but feels that “murder remains the unique crime and it carries 
an atavistic weight of repugnance, fascination and fear.” (11)  Moreover solving the 
puzzle, bringing justice, restores society’s order and harmony.  Novelists may exam-
ine and criticize the world their characters inhabit, but must do it with some subtlety 
since the world is not the focus of the detective.  James believes writers only function 
as social historian, portrayer of contemporary mores or critic of the age by being part 
of their age.  Rather writers write in their time and society, and so indirectly give a 
snapshot of their own times.

One interesting chapter deals with the need for a Watson in order to have someone 
to represent the reader, ask the reader’s questions, listen to the thinking of the pro-
tagonist, not brighter than the hero, but not too dim.  Slowly this informal partnership 
evolves into the police detective/sergeant combination that is more evident today.  
While James talks about detective movies and TV shows she does not address the 
team approach to tackling crime, such as you see on NCIS or CSI.  She does how-
ever touch briefly on the evolution to a more scientific approach to crime.  
  
                                                                           Good sleuthing, 
        Peggy

Talking About Detective Fiction, by P.D. James.  Alfred Knopf, NY, NY.  2009.  pp. 
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E-CARE Collection and Recycling Event:
April 17
Arlington residents can safely dispose of household hazardous materi-
als, or recycle bikes, small metal items, shoes, eyeglasses, books, 
and durable medical equipment.  In addition, compost bins will be for 
sale. Before you come to E-CARE, talk to your neighbors! Combine 
your items and save a trip.

Durable medical equipment is being collected at E-CARE. The Virginia 
Hospital Center Medical Brigade provides the wheel chairs, crutches, 
braces, walkers, and other medical equiment to patients as part of 
their annual medical missions to Honduras.

The location of the spring E-CARE is at Thomas Jefferson Middle 
School, near Glebe Road and 2nd Street South. More information is 
available at www.arlingtonva.us/des

For further info please contact:
Emmanuel Nocon, Program Coordinator
Household Hazardous Materials
Phone: (703) 228-6832
Enocon@arlingtonva.usa

Electronics will not be collected during this event due to space restric-
tions. Residents may instead bring their electronics to the County's 
Household Hazardous Materials facility at the Water Pollution Control 
Plant or participate in curbside recycling. Business/commercial wastes 
will not be accepted.

A Similar Subject, from the Listserv
I've never quite understood Arlington's annual household 
hazardous waste event.  Perhaps it may raise public aware-
ness of proper disposal alternatives, but there is an alterna-
tive, especially when the lines are long.  The household 
hazardous waste facility, Arlington's stinky little diamond, is 
open Saturdays.  

The facility, located within sufficient proximity of the sewage 
treatment plant to smell it, is a jewel.  The facility has segre-
gated household waste disposal for electronics, paints and 
thinners, and my personal favorite, motor oil.  Each of the 
disposal rooms is equipped with vapor exhaust to protect 
people in those rooms, there is an emergency eyewash sta-
tion outside, and the storage tanks, made from modern syn-
thetic materials, are located within a well which would help to 
contain liquids in the event of a storage tank failure.  

Identification is normally requested to make sure that its use 
is limited to Arlington County residents and there is County 
staff to help unload your items.  Waits are normally minimal.  
If you encounter long lines at the next major disposal event, 
consider using the waste facility, whose entrance is located 
up the hill from the intersection of South Glebe road and Fern 
Street.  The Saturday hours are convenient and I've never 
encountered a significant wait.  
   –John Waters

Yooo-Hoooo!  Are You a Listserv Member?
Residents, property owners and business/nonprofit interests located in Lyon Park are
eligible to use the LPCA-created and maintained Lyon Park Community listserv. 
Increasingly, we use this mechanism to share information and late-breaking news. 
To subscribe, please visit http://tinyurl.com/986vbv.

Learning Through the Law Seminar: GLBT
On Saturday, May 1 at 11:00 AM, please join us for a free Learning 
Through the Law Seminar on GLBT civil rights issues.  The seminar 
will cover marriage law updates and contractual relationships 
(including civil unions and domestic partnerships) that can help protect 
you and your partner in areas such as inheritance, medical rights and 
reproductive rights.  

Presenters are licensed in MD, DC, and VA.  

Location: Clarendon Presbyterian Church, 1305 North Jackson St., 
Arlington.  Please RSVP to Molly DeMaret-Tahu by April 27 at 
mdemaret@comcast.net. 

Investment Education Course
The Arlington office of Virginia Cooperative Extension will offer a free 
five-session course on investing beginning April 28. This course is ide-
al for those who are new to investing or want to gain information on 
stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and tax-deferred investments. The class 
will be taught by Certified Financial Planners who are experts on in-
vestment topics. Pre-registration is required. Classes will be held on 
consecutive Wednesday evenings at the Arlington Central Library 2nd 
floor meeting room, 1015 N Quincy Street, from 6:30-8:30 PM.

April 28, Session 1:  Investing Basics
May 5, Session 2:    Investing in Stocks
May 12, Session 3:  Investing in Bonds
May 19, Session 4:  Investing in Mutual Funds
May 26, Session 5:  Tax-Deferred Investments

To register, please contact Jennifer Abel at 703-228-6417 or 
jabel@vt.edu. Supported through a grant from the Investment Compa-
ny Institute Education Foundation.
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Try our artisan pizza crafted from locally sourced and organic ingredients.

JUST ONE BLOCK OFF CLARENDON BOULEVARD!

All pizzas are handmade and baked in a wood-fired clay hearth.

SUPPORT LOCAL.

CLARENDON HEARTH

One block from the Clarendon Metro stop (Orange Line)

FREE PARKING  •  Private dining room  •  Gift cards available

Zoso Bulding, 1025 N. Fillmore Street, Arlington, VA 22201

For reservations please call 703.243.9465

www.americanflatbread.com/clarendon

FREE
9” FLATBREAD

with purchase of fullsize flatbread
*Choice of Med Bread, 

Cheese & Herb or Dancing Heart
Expires 2/28/10.  One coupon per party.
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www.pdrvirginia.com

Where in the World is Jim Burke?
Jim must be having a very good time in Australia, because we’ve only had one report from him since he left New Zealand a month ago.  
Either that, or he is so far into the wild that he has no Internet access!

In his own words, Jim has arrived in Oz (Australians pronounce their country’s name Ozstralia so Oz for short).  This is not Jim’s first trip 
to Australia; he has family there.  Jim spent four days in Sydney, Australia’s largest city, located on its southeast shore.  He relearned the 
city, with a highlight being a wonderful meal at Doyle's overlooking Sydney harbor. He says that it’s a real shock being back in a big city.  
For this initial part of his visit, he stayed at a wonderful Hostel whose guests were very friendly and planned lots of activities. They all went 
to a barbeque (so Australian! THINK: Outback Steakhouse) one evening, and Jim won a box of wine which he shared with the group.
 
He left Sydney by train, and headed north to Grafton, a ten hour ride away. Grafton is called the Jacaranda City for its tree-lined streets, 
and Jim felt it was more countrified than Sydney.  His next stop: Port Macquarie, a large town on the mid-North Coast of New South 
Wales, Australia on the ocean.  He said it was too rainy to go swimming.  Then, he returned to Sydney because all the rail lines originate 
there.  He visited Como in the Snowy Mountains on his way to Eden.  Eden Valley is a famous wine growing region, well known for 
producing high quality Riesling and Shiraz wines. 

 

   ALASKAN MALAMUTE PROTECTION
5th annual 

BOOK, BAKE & PLANT SALE
Saturday, May 8th,  9am –  3pm

712 N. Daniel, Arlington 
(at Washington Boulevard)

1000’s of gently-used books 

CDs, DVDs, videos 

Home-made pies, cakes, breads, cookies, 
& dog biscuits 

Herbs, flowers, & tomato plants 

Just in time for Mothers’ Day!
For a menu or to order in advance, go to 
www.chaamp.org or call: 703-524-8531

CHESAPEAKE AREA 

Newsletter Survey
If you took the time to fill out the newsletter survey, thank you!  
What a homogenous group of answers!  Everyone liked 
everything, and all is well with the world according to these 
results!  We heard your suggestions (more history, some 
biographies of neighbors, information on local small 
businesses) and will do our best to find writers to cover these 
stories.   We’ll start with a bio of Donna Marshall next month.  
Why?  She won dinner for four in our drawing among survey 
respondents!
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SAVE
THE D

ATE

Please join us for a 3 course dinner for just $35 Sunday or Monday from 
5:30 to 10:00, or Tuesday through Thursday from 5:30 to 6:30. Simply 

choose any appetizer, entree & dessert from our regular menu and enjoy. 
Tallula also hosts a number of fun wine dinners and events throughout the 

year. For dates, details, menus & more,
visit us online at www.tallularestaurant.com.

“You have to sow before you can reap. 
You have to give before you can get.”

-Robert Collier
The annual plant sale only earns income at the Fair if 
Lyon Park residents provide donations. 

 We count on contributions of household and 
yard plants, bulbs, tubers, sets, etc.

 We also need hardware like pots, tools, plant 
books, garden stuff of all kinds, hoses, 
gloves…

 Get the idea? No donations, no income!
 Anything gardening related will be appreciated. 

Our flats of annuals are a break-even at best. So dig up 
those extra plants! Scour your garden shed for anything 
of value that you don't need anymore. Share those pub-
lications and books that you have already read. Share. 
Share. Share.  

Call Gary at (703) 527-2266 if you need help digging 
up your extra plants, or would allow him to walk 

through your yard and identify plants that are 
overgrown and will sell.   
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The American Sycamore (Platanus 
occidentalis) is a large, spreading 
shade tree with showy white, cream, 
olive and gray bark. Growing up to 80 
feet in height with a 60-foot spread, it is 
adapts to wet or dry soils and likes full 
and partial sun.

The Swamp White Oak (Quercus bi-
color) adapts well to dry, wet and areas 
prone to temporary flooding. It toler-
ates full sun to partial shade. Leaves 
are dark green on top and whitish 
green underneath, resulting in a bicolor 
effect in the breeze. Its mature height 
can be approximately 60 feet with a 
60-foot spread. It provides excellent  
food and shelter for wildlife of all kinds.

The River Birch (Betula nigra) is 
a rapidly growing shade tree 
with outstanding ornamental 
bark that can handle dry or wet 
sites and full sun to partial sun. 
It is generally seen with multiple 
trunks but can also have just a 
single trunk. At maturity, it might 
reach 60 feet in height and 40 
feet in width.

The Sweetbay Magnolia (Magnolia vir-
giniana), a small, multi-trunked tree, has 
excellent semi-evergreen waxy foliage 
and fragrant, creamy-white spring flow-
ers. It can mature to 20 feet in height 
with a width of 15 feet. It prefers partial 
sun in moist, rich, acidic soils for best 
performance but can adapt to sunny or 
shady conditions in a variety of soils.  

Free Trees!

See article
Page 23
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     D&W Builders 
Mike Del Gallo and Bill Wykoff 

  

  Custom additions
    Kitchens and bathrooms
      Master suites
         Family rooms

Proud to have been in business in our hometown,Arlington, since 1986. 
Our clients are totally satisfied—we make sure of it!
We’ve known and used our sub-contractors for years, so they are “family.” 

Call Mike or Bill at 703-534-2170
You’ll be glad you did!

LPCC Renovation Project: 
Building Committee Chairman Needed
With the initial design effort wrapped up and the detailed cost estimate effort 
nearing completion, the LPCC Board of Governors is seeking a volunteer to chair 
the next phase of the renovation.

What tasks need to be done?
 Conduct the search for an architect to complete construction drawings
 Conduct the search for a builder
 Oversee construction

In all these tasks, the chairman, along with the rest of the Building Committee, 
would work in tandem with the Fundraising Committee and under the auspices of 
the LPCC Board.

Time is important.  The Community Center badly needs renovation and with the 
initial design complete, the Committee must proceed quickly.   Completing the 
construction drawings positions the community to begin actual construction as 
soon as Fundraising reaches its goal.  If fundraising goes well, construction could 
begin as early as this year.

This is an exciting community project.  Nothing of this magnitude has been done 
to the Community House since it was built and the result of this work will grace 
Lyon Park for many years to come.  Someone who has managed projects, espe-
cially building projects, and is looking for a way to give back to the neighborhood 
some of the benefits of that experience will likely find this a satisfying opportunity.

If you or someone you know has an interest in volunteering, please call any of 
the following Board members:

Jeannette Wick — (703) 524-8531
Bill Anhut — (703) 528-3665
Ken Bell  — (703) 623-2643

N

ow’s the Time!

Please consider 
stepping up to the plate!

The Community currently has many
volunteer opportunities.

Can you help? 

Find specifics to the left and on page 3.
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T. Hopkins

T. Hopkins

Live Like You’re Moving        Jeannette Wick
After countless trips north and visits to dozens of properties over 
seven months, we recently bought a house in Connecticut.  It 
would have taken less time if just one of us was making the deci-
sion, but there are two of us and a bevy of relatives with opin-
ions.  We learned and re-learned a few lessons. 
 
1.  Live like you’re moving soon.  At many properties, lingering 
paint odors, trash cans overflowing with boxes from new hard-
ware, and stiff window covers fresh from the package suggested 
recent sprucing up.  It reminded me of advice I received as a 
new Navy wife decades ago.  “If something needs doing or bugs 
you, fix it immediately, or you’ll be fixing the place so someone 
else can enjoy the improvement.”  I didn’t listen…in our Hawaiian 
home, one room’s sun-faded carpet was awful.  We rarely used 
that room, and replacing the carpet seemed “costly.”  The first 
thing the realtor told us when we put the house on the market: 
“Replace that carpet.”  And for just $112, we had a lovely rem-
nant installed so someone else could enjoy it.  Since then, I at 
least get an estimate for repairs and cosmetics.  If it’s not in the 
budget now, I budget it for later and watch for sales.
2.  The nose knows.  At a gorgeous colonial, the showing realtor 
warned, “As we go in, your eyes will only sting for a few min-
utes.”  And boy, did they.  We didn’t see cats, but they were 
there.  We had several other malodorous visits at properties with 
untrained pets, mold, pails of diapers or whatever.  All of those 
properties are still on the market. And there are good ways to 
prevent or remove odor.
3.  Google your own address.  One well-priced home would have 
been perfect, but when we googled the address, we learned that 
the police visited the neighbors’ house often for drug busts, 
noise, and most recently, a burning vehicle.  (The lawn orna-
ments should have been a clue.) At another property, we learned 
a shopping center would be going in next door.  None of this was 
disclosed. You can learn about your own property this way, too. 
4.  Talk to your floor guy.  In most homes, the wood floors looked 
great despite their age.  I’d refinished my floors five years ago, 
but had some cloudiness in the high traffic areas.  I called my 
floor guy, and asked about repairs.  He came out and fixed it—
for $100.  I plan to have him back annually.
5.  If there’s a stain, there’s a product to remove it.  Many proper-
ties we considered were Bed & Breakfasts, and we studied own-
ing and operating a B&B.  Sadly, many B&B owners are tired, 
overworked (but smiling) homemakers.  The happiest and most 
successful of them had lots of life-simplifying secrets that they 
were willing to share. There’s a remedy for almost any stain (the 
dirge of their existence) often available again, by googling.
6.   Clutter is fine, dirt is not.  Realtors always tell you to get rid of 
clutter.  We could look past clutter, but homes that had lan-
guished in filth but only recently been cleaned to show had a 
smell, usually faint but there nonetheless.  Lax standards are one 
thing, but over time, garden variety dirt becomes invasive.  It re-
minded me to move furniture, use my washer and dishwasher for 
anything that will go into them, and “clean as I go.”
7.  Clutter isn’t so great either.  We usually ignored clutter be-
cause both of us are comfortable with it.  Yet clutter did detract a 
lot from some homes.  That clutter seemed to take on its own 
story.  When our cleaning person had to take two weeks off re-
cently and I cleaned, I found myself recycling, donating and oth-
erwise disposing of things I don’t use.  Can’t sort?  Consider 
getting a puppy.  You’ll be surprised at how effective they are at 
redecorating and sorting through stuff.

We don’t plan to sell here for a while, but when we’re ready, I 
hope we won’t have a lot of last minute, stressful, costly sprucing 
up.  But then again, you never know.  The last lesson: the things 
that people value in a home change all the time.

FREE 
SCREENING

($199 VALUE)
Hurry !

Offers Expires 3/10/10

Dr. Joaquin Perez-Febles is a leading periodontist in dental 
implants, the permanent, hassle free solution to loose or 
missing teeth. His expertise in having done thousands of 
implants allows him to lay the proper foundation so your 
new teeth will fit and look natural. He will restore your 
confidence in eating, speaking and smiling. He offers 
Nitrous Oxide for your comfort and relaxation during 
treatment.

What are Dental Implants? 
Implants are teeth that are placed 
below your gum line as securely as your 
original teeth. They can replace a single 
tooth, a few teeth or an entire upper or 
lower set of teeth. Because they are 
permanently attached, they usually last 
a lifetime. You will have the same 
chewing power and natural comfort of 
your original teeth. Most patients say 
implants make them feel younger, too!

More Affordable Than You Think 
Nothing should stand between you and the beautiful look, 
feel and renewed self confidence implants can provide. Just 
ask about our easy pay options to fit your budget. Major 
credit cards are also accepted.

Are Implants for You? 
The only way to know for sure is to call for a free screening 
to find out if implants can improve the quality of your life. 
Dr. Joaquin Perez- Febles will answer your questions and 
explain your options. 

Call now to make an appointment.

Edgewood Dental Associates
Dr. Joaquin Perez-Febles

Specialist Treating Gum Disease and Dental Implants
2800 10th Street North, Arlington, VA 22201

Phone:  (703) 528-4484
Helping You Keep Your Smile For A Lifetime

Please visit www.periofitness.com

What is this Couple 
Smiling About?

• Enjoy A Crisp Apple
• Bite Into A Juicy Steak
• Eat Corn On The Cob 

With Confidence
• Throw Away Your Dentures

• No More Gooey, Messy 
Adhesives

• No More Slipping or Clicking
• Beautiful, Natural Looking 

and Natural Feeling 

The Benefits of  
Dental

Implants!
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D&W Builders 
Handyman Services
 Mike Del Gallo and Bill Wykoff 

of D & W Builders Inc. 

 
A homeowner’s “to-do” 

list is endless—
don’t you have better 

things to do with 
weekends and free time?  

No job is too small.  D&W Handyman Services
Call Mike or Bill at 703-534-2170

 Weather-stripping
 Ceiling fans
 Wood rot
 Painting (interior and exterior
 Window replacement
Kitchens and baths     

Drywall repair
Bathroom caulking 
Shutters
Trim work
Replacing stairs & doors
Finishing the basement

Diane A. Spaulding
REALTOR, Licensed in Virginia and D.C.

NVAR Multi-Million Dollar Club
Top 5% Nationwide

office Phone: 703-224-6000
fax:703-224-6001

cellular 703-615-9564
myagentdianespaulding.com

Dianespaulding@mris.com
Keller Williams

Realty
2101 Wilson Blvd., Suite 100

Arlington, VA 22201

I care because 
I live here

Diane A. Spaulding

Ask me about the
16 reasons why 
now is a good 
time to buy or 
sell!

Fracture in left hip

J&G Steakhouse            Cheryl Grandinetti
As a fan of Jean-Georges Vongerichten, the Manhattan-based 
chef who owns Jean-Georges in the Trump Tower in New York 
City, I rejoiced when he opened J&G Steakhouse last July.  I final-
ly made it there in February.  My friend and I called ahead, but no 
reservations were available. We took our chances in the Wine Bar 
downstairs, expecting a limited bar menu.  We went early, and the 
bar wasn’t crowded. The bar stools were the most uncomfortable 
I’ve ever encountered, but to our surprise, they offered the full 
restaurant menu.  We moved to two very comfortable seats at a 
communal table in the middle of the bar.

The many menu choices included a chef's tasting menu with dish-
es like salmon tartare with ginger dressing and fresh radish; par-
mesan risotto with wild mushrooms; seared cod with a 
scallion-chili sauce, basil and celery; and a warm chocolate cake 
with vanilla bean ice cream. Their tasting menu rule is that every-
one in the party has to order the tasting menu, and this limited the 
number of different items we could try.  We decided to share sev-
eral appetizers and one entree. 

The service was incredible!  The friendly waiter helped with dinner 
and wine selections. We had debated with the bartender about  
D.C.’s best cheeseburger. He immediately promoted J&G’s burg-
er; we insisted it was Palena’s, which he had never tried. In-
trigued, we ordered a cheeseburger as our entree.

For appetizers, we had a field day.  (My one complaint with the 
service: The waiters brought all of our appetizers out together, 
and we would have preferred if they spaced them.) We had:

Rice cracker crusted tuna with a citrus-chili sauce, a mayon-
naise-based sauce with a perfect spice and citrus mixture.  
Hands down, this was my favorite for the evening. 

An underwhelming steak-tartare frites.  The steak tartare was 
fairly bland and lacking depth of flavor. The frites were good, 
but not the best.

The crispy calamari, pickled chilies and yozu dip. The tempu-
ra-dipped, deep-fried calamari  were good but a little tough.  
The very light, airy sauce had hints of citrus.  I liked the pick-
led chili touch. 

The Maryland crab cake with a ginger-lime vinaigrette had 
mostly crab meat and very little breading, exactly the way I 
like it. The ginger-lime vinaigrette complemented the crab 
cake perfectly.

Last, the waiter brought out the cheeseburger, split and plated 
separately (a nice, thoughtful gesture).  The best part about the 
burger was the homemade pickles, which almost turned this pick-
le hater to a pickle lover. The burger? Very good, but Palena's is 
better.

The wait staff was fairly knowledgeable about their wines and con-
sistent in their recommendations.  J&G serves wine in quartinos 
(250 mL or 1/3 of a bottle) and bottles.  We ordered three quarti-
nos, all very good and meeting our expectations.   

I would definitely go back to try the restaurant or the Lounge up-
stairs. The Lounge looked like the happening place in DC.

J&G Steakhouse, located in the old Hotel Washington (now the 
new W Hotel) on the corner of 15th and Pennsylvania, Washing-

ton, DC.  (202) 661-2440 
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Lyon Park Community House
Monday - Friday 8 AM to 5:30 PM  $ 25.00/hour
Monday - Thursday  6 - 10 PM
   Members   $ 80.00
   Non-Members  $100.00

Weekends/Holidays
Saturday Kids Birthday Party

  under 10 years old 
  9 AM - 12 N or 12 N to 3 PM

  *Special Flat Rate $125 res/$175 non-resident
Half Day (8 AM - 2:30 PM or 3:30 - 10 PM)

   Members   $250.00
   Non Members  $400.00

Full Day 8 AM - 10 PM
   Members   $400.00

   Non-Members  $550.00
Member rates apply only to current LPCA members.
www.lyonpark.info, rent@lyonpark.info, or 
(703)527-9520 for availability/reservations

2010 Spring Yard Waste Collection: 
March 22 through April 30
Collected one business day after your regular trash collection day 
(If your trash day is Thursday, crews will collect yard waste on 
Friday.) 

Acceptable Materials
The following spring yard waste must be small enough to fit in 
paper lawn bags or your own 30-gallon trash cans. For large tree 
trunks, limbs, or shrubs, please request curbside brush collection.
·    Small tree branches ·    Flowers and Leaves
·    Twigs  ·    Shrubs Trimmings
·    Weeds  ·    Ivy and Vines
·    Acorns  ·    Pine Cones and Needles
·    Lawn thatching ·    Flower and vegetable bed debris 

NO GRASS CLIPPINGS

How to RecycleRemove stones, dirt, sod, 
bricks, concrete, asphalt, ceramic tile or litter. 
Place yard waste in paper lawn bags or your 
own 30-gallon trash cans. Weight limit is 50
 pounds per can or bag. Do not use plastic
bags or County trash carts because
they will be treated as trash. Place
at the curb one business day after
your regular trash collection day.

Biodegradable Bags Available

Arlington Residents may pick up coun- ty yard waste 
bags from March 15 - April 23 while supplies last at:
•Lee Recreation Center - 5722 N. Lee Hwy – (703) 228-0550
•Thomas Jefferson Recreation Center - 3501 S. 2nd Street – 
(703) 228-5920
•Courthouse Plaza Info. and Referral Desk - 2100 Clarendon 
Blvd. Mon-Fri 8 AM to 6 PM – (703) 228-3000
•Arlington Solid Waste Bureau - 4300 S. 29th Street (near Shirl-
ington) Mon-Fri 7 AM to 5 PM – (703) 228-6570

For more information visit http://tinyurl.com/yf867sq  or call (703) 
228-6570.

Attention Internet Shoppers!

Join igive.com and the Community House earns $5 plus 
when you join and a small percentage of whatever you 
buy!  

Go to:  http://www.iGive.com/LyonPark or 
http://www.iSearchiGive.com/LyonPark

Have fun, drink fine wine, and support a good cause! 
On Thursday, April 22, from 7-9pm, The Arlington-
Alexandria Coalition for the Homeless (AACH), a Lyon 
Park nonprofit, is holding a wine tasting at the Commu-
nity Center.  The Curious Grape wine shop in Shirling-
ton will be presenting and discussing the wines.  
Tickets are $30 per person and available by calling 
Gregg Siegal at (703)741-7660 or AACH at (703)525-
7177.  Cheers!

W
ine

 Tasting Fundraiser
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Bruce Deming Is
Your Lyon Park Lawyer

                

22 year resident of Lyon Park
Business disputes and litigation
Auto, bicycle and motorcycle accidents
Employment disputes and litigation
Business formation and contract drafting
DUI and traffic representation
27 years of trial and corporate experience 

The Law Offices of Bruce S. Deming, Esq.
2300 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 700

Arlington, Virginia (703) 528-4669

www.brucedeming.com

After the Storm                                   Bill Anhut
All of us have memories of the February snowstorm’s impact that 
resulted in two weeks of urban paralysis.  Lyon Park citizens have 
questioned me since the storm about damage to their trees during 
this period.  

One neighboring family rents their house while they are out of 
state on temporary duty.  Their tenants reported the holly trees 
flanking the front steps looked damaged.  Our neighbor’s manage-
ment company hired a service company to evaluate the trees and 

recommend action.  The landscape service com-
pany recommended removal of one tree and 
“shaping” the other tree.  

As people in Lyon Park are welcomed to do, the 
owners contacted your Lyon Park tree hugger to 
evaluate the tree service company’s recommend-
ed course of action.  Before visiting the house, it 
was my reaction that the tree service company 
was overestimating the extent of damage.  After 
all, aren’t they motivated to DO something to the 
tree or plant?  However, the trunk of the holly tree 
had snapped midway up its trunk. The recom-
mendation to remove it was the best course of 

action.   The second tree was also bent over and didn’t appear to 
have much hope either. Even a good growing season couldn’t 
straighten the weakened trunk.  It’s my belief the trees were plant-
ed too close the house, and they were forced to grow tall by inhib-
iting the establishment of a good base of lower branches.  The 
trees’ trunks hadn’t developed the girth to withstand our snow-
storm, like palm trees can survive a hurricane.  Removal and 
planting new trees is appropriate.  It’s my opinion the new trees 
should be shorter growing ornamental trees, such as Crepe Myrtle 
or Fringe Tree, (planted a little further away from the foundation 
wall).   
 
Our second neighbor, Mike’s, ornamental Japanese maple had 
split its topmost leader branch 1/3 down the middle of the tree.  He 
researched the Internet for possible solutions, the most appealing 
of which was reconnecting the branch by drilling a hole and bolting 
the two halves back together.  After all, the core of a branch has 
ceased growing.  The technique is similar to cabling two tree 
trunks.  As long as the tree continues to grow a healthy cambium 
and bark north of the bolt, Mike may have saved his attractive tree.

Do you have a snowstorm story about one of your trees?  Let me 
know.  BillAnhut@yahoo.com

2010 Lyon Park Tree Giveaway
Arlington County Parks and Natural Resources Division is green-
ing the community’s neighborhoods and enhancing Arlington’s tree 
canopy through the distribution of trees for this year’s annual 
County Neighborhood Day celebration. Lyon Park citizens interest-
ed in receiving trees should contact Billanhut@yahoo.com to re-
quest a tree(s), by providing name, address and phone number. 
All requests must be submitted by April 28, 2010. 

The trees will be planted by volunteers on Saturday, May 8, 2010.   
To also volunteer three hours to plant neighbors trees, contact 
billanhut@yahoo.com to volunteer.

These small trees are approximately three to five feet in height 
and come in one or two-gallon plastic containers. This year there 
are four species available: American Sycamore, Swamp White 
Oak, River Birch and Sweet bay Magnolia. See page 14 for pic-
tures and a description of each tree!
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