
reetings! As the LPCA meeting sea-
son draws to a close, I hope we can 

reflect on some of the great events and ac-
complishments that took place in Lyon Park 
since the fall. From the bonfire and holiday 
party to the Valentine’s dance and chili 
cook-off, there’s no doubt that Lyon Park is 
the place to be! I hope you made it to the 
88th annual Fair in May, complete with live 
music, games, baked goods and more. And 
Movie Nights have started again with three 
more scheduled throughout the summer.  

You might ask yourself, “How does this all 
happen? Who is putting all of this together?” 
Simply put, it’s Lyon Park’s hard working 
volunteers that make things work. Many 
tireless hours go into events, writing, editing 
and distributing this newsletter, running 
the park and community center, organizing 
and recording the LPCA meetings, manag-
ing LPCA memberships, keeping an eye 
on development, monitoring the listserve, 
accounting and paying the bills, developing 
Neighborhood Conservation projects, par-
ticipating on committees, and much more. 
Thanks so much to everyone who makes 
our community what it is...the most vibrant, 

fun-loving, accomplishing of any around.

But…we need to do more. We need more 
volunteers to both bring in new ideas and 
to relieve some of our volunteers who have 
been putting in countless hours, both in 
public and behind-the-scenes, making all of 
our community activities work. Next season 
we’ll be looking for folks to help with the list-
serve, help run events, or just to help sup-
port activities. The more people pitch-in the 
less there is to do. Even a one-time chip-in 
is helpful, so if you haven’t yet considered 
taking part, come on out and join-in. It could 
be fun, and at a minimum you’ll meet some 
great folks. Please reach out to me or any 
LPCA officer to find out how you can help.

As we move into summer, I hope everyone 
will be keeping safety in mind. To reinforce the 
idea, the Arlington County Fire Department 
will be visiting us at the next LPCA meeting 
to review safety measures and answer any 
concerns. We’ll also be taking score of the 
community’s attitudes regarding firearms in 
our park and community center. Come on 
out and let your vote count. I hope to see you 
at the LPCA meeting on June 13 and at the 

following meeting on September 12.
Have a great summer!

–Elliott D. Mandel
President

Lyon Park Citizens Association
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JUNE 2012: Summertime in Lyon Park and the living is easy.

Make sure to catch one of LPCA’s movies in the park this summer!

Agenda for LPCA
June 13th Meeting

7:30 PM (7:15 PM social)
•	Discussion	&	Vote	on	Firearms	Free	
Zone	for	Lyon	Park	Motion	

 (see page two for specific language)
•	Fire	Department	Presentation	
	 on	Safety

Lyon Park On the Move! Spring Fair, Movie Night, Trees and much more inside!
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ANNoUNCEMENtS
• Recent Movie Night in the Park was 
beautiful; next one is June 29, pending ad-
equate volunteers.
• The 88th Annual Lyon Park Spring Fair 
will be May 19 with the usual fan fare, pony 
rides, plant sale, etc. Thanks to Polly Hall 
and her crew of volunteers.
• Applications for the Arlington County 
Tree Canopy Fund are due by the end of the 
month - take advantage of the opportunity to 
plant a canopy tree for the next generation. 
Contact Bill Anhut for details.
• The Second Annual Lyon Park/Ashton 
Heights Golf Tourney will be Sunday, June 24 at 
the South Riding Glof Club. See p. 4 for details.

PoLiCE UPDAtE
• Traffic Enforcement March 1 - May 8 
yielded 143 Summons in Lyon Park with a 
focus on Washington Blvd, 10th St N, and the 
Arlington Blvd. and Pershing Dr intersection.
• There was 1 robbery at a local bar.
• As a reminder door-to-door solicitors are 
required to have a Solicitor’s License. There are 
many solictors who do not have this license 
and the police advise that residents simply say, 
“No, thank you,” and close the door.

otHEr BUSiNESS
• A question from the floor asked what kind 
of screening exists for potential renters of the 
Community Center. There is currently no policy 
regarding who may rent the Community Center 
as long as the proposed activity is legal.
• There will be a vote at the June LPCA 
meeting to encourage the Board of Gover-
nors to adopt a policy banning firearms at 
the Community Center. Details to follow in 
the newsletter and on the listserve.

trEES
• Bill Anhut moderated a panel discussion 
on the challenges of preserving our urban tree 
canopy in the midst of redevelopment of many 
lots. Honored guests on the panel were Dick 
Miller, Arlington County’s Arborist and Urban 
Forester, Robby Malm, founder of BeaconCrest 
Homes, and the Honorable Chris Zimmerman, 
Member, Arlington County Board.
• Each panelist shared their perspective on 

the criteria for evaluating whether trees should 
be preserved on a construction site and if re-
moved, the formula for determining new tree 
planting at the completion of construction. 
More details on the panel on page 3. 
• The panel also took numerous questions 
from LPCA members on such topics as 
property rights, the Board of Zoning Appeals 
variance process, and follow up on the long-
term survival of required trees after develop-
ment is complete.
• President Mandel thanked the panel for the 
great discussion and adjourned the meeting.
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LPCA monthly minutes can now be found online at www.lyonparkcitizens.org

LPCA MAY Meeting Notes
By	ERiK	GuTSHALL

Printed on 
recycled paper

Printed	by	Goetz	Printing

the following Motion will be intro-
duced at the June 13th LPCA meet-
ing for a vote by the membership:
The Lyon Park Citizens Association rec-
ommends that the LPCC Board of Gov-
ernors designate the Lyon Park Com-
munity House, playground and park a 
gun free zone. A gun free zone means 
no firearms or ammunition would be 
allowed in the Lyon Park Community 
House, the playground and on the park 
premises. The only exception to this 
restriction would be for public safety 
officers (law enforcement).
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n May 9, LPCA hosted a panel on tree removal issues related 
to new construction, in response to recent community discus-

sion about the removal of trees at 310 N Fillmore Street. The bal-
anced program was attended by 50 people and featured three pan-
elists; an arborist, Dick Miller (Arlington County Forrester), a builder, 
Robby Malm (President of BeaconCrest Homes), and a policymaker, 
Chris Zimmerman (Arlington County Board Member). 
 
The discussion began with the description of two neighboring 
construction sites: 314 N. Fillmore, where the builder saved the 
on-site trees and 310 N. Fillmore, where the builder removed all four 
of the lot’s trees. Mr. Miller explained that trees establish a “critical 
root zone”, generally circular, with a diameter ranging 25-50 feet. 
Trees adapt to their environment and can grow healthy roots even 
when driveways and house foundation walls are nearby. However, 
the roots are usually damaged when the former foundation walls are 
demolished to make way for the new construction. If the new home’s 
excavation cuts into more than 33% of the existing roots, the tree 

likely will not survive and should be removed.
 
Mr. Malm explained that a builder often does not have flexibility with 
the positioning of a new house on a lot due to setback and other 
zoning regulations. All three panelists indicated that more trees might 
be preserved if zoning administrators/inspectors eased setback 
regulations pertaining to porches and stairs. Mr. Malm said it is his 
company’s practice to communicate the potential impact of con-
struction on a site’s trees with immediate neighbors, a “best practice” 
all developers should be encouraged to employ. He also explained 
that it is in the builder’s best interest to save trees on a site because 
tree removal is expensive.
 
Panelists then discussed the process for obtaining new home 
construction approvals to comply with soil erosion and tree protec-
tion provisions of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance. The 
Ordinance requires trees be retained or newly planted to provide a 

TreeTop News 
By	BiLL	ANHuT
Lyon Park’s Tree Steward

o

Continued on Page 10

Panel on Development’s impact on Existing trees
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Neighborhood College Graduation: Five Lyon Parkers 
participated and graduated from Arlington’s Neighbor-
hood College this May. The County sponsored program 
focuses on providing information on County services 
and neighborhood issues. One of the primary goals of 
the program is to increase civic involvement. The four 
graduates pictured here are (l-r) Natalie Roy, Helen 
White. Victoria Ferrara & Tracy Hopkins. Missing from 
the picture is Bess Zelle.

ay Movie Night was a blast! 
Thanks to everyone who came out on 

a beautiful evening for the first movie night 
of 2012! We watched Madagascar in living 
color and snacked on gourmet smores. 
Special thanks to our movie engineers and 
ace production crew of Steve Dorst and 
Michael O’Connor for making the event run 
without a hitch. Also a gigantic thank you 
to Tagrid Wahba for helping staff this fun 
event. Hope to see many of you at the next 
screen on the green! If you can volunteer 
for one of these screens on the green 
please email me at Nroyvilla@aol.com. 

—Natalie Roy

M

Lyon Park’s 
Screen on the 
Green 2012
Movies in the Park 

continue on friday night 6/29 

from 7-9:30 PM.

Don’t miss movies 

outside under the stars

and roasting s’mores! 

Contact Nroyvilla@aol.com 

to volunteer.

Lyon Park’s Screen on the Green 2012



OW, can you believe it’s already the end of the school year! 
The students are wrapping up the year with SOL’s (Stan-

dard of Learning testing), the spring choral concert (May 16th), 
the spring fair (June 9th, 4pm-7pm), the instrumental concert 
(June 13th, 9:30am & 7pm), Field day- all grades will have a fun 
day (June 15th) and of course 5th grade graduation (June 19th @ 
9:30am). Congratulations graduates! Good luck in Middle School. 
Here are a few words from my daughter who is finishing her first 
year of Middle School……..

Middle school: Most of you might think it is just like elementary 
school, it’s not. Changing classes is the hardest transition, eight 
45 minute classes all focused on one specific subject.  It took me 
a couple of weeks to get used to it but from day one I liked mid-
dle school. You will have a choice of wings (a program in which 
you can try out all the different electives), band, or orchestra. In 
P.E., you have to wear a uniform. The uniforms are made to keep 
you cool and you have to take it home every Friday to wash it 
and bring it back every Monday. Oh and students are divided into 
two teams Turbo Tigers, which was my team, and Dolphins. I had 
an amazing year and I loved all my teachers. Good luck to you.

—Anna Lee Hicks,
Thomas Jefferson Middle School, 6th Grade Turbo Tiger

One subject discussed during the students Lion Pride meeting this 
year was Juvenile Diabetes. As a group they decided to walk to 
raise money for the JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation). 

On April 25th, they walked to the Lyon Park Community Center and 
back and raised an AMAZING $9,326.57. Way to go Long Branch! 
if you would like more information on this topic, please go to 
www.jdrf.org.

We had two students honored on May 3rd at the 20th Annual 
Civic Coalition for Minority Affairs awards ceremony for superior 
academic achievement. African and African-American students, in 
grades 5, 8 and 11 that have earned a grade point average of 3.5 
or higher are given this award. Congratulations to Naomi Bergena 
and Valencia Parker.

Don’t forget on Monday, June 11th from 7pm-9pm, we will have a 
free and open to all workshop with Kirk Martin and his son Casey 
from Celebrate Calm (www.celebratecalm.com).
Have a happy and safe summer.
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Long Branch School News
By	CHRiSTy	HiCKS

W

Long Branch Elementary

Major Community Garden NEWS!
Thomas Jefferson Middle School’s new Community Garden, 
started and maintained by Local Girl Scout Troop 557 and mem-
bers of our community, has been accepted to attend the Edible 
Schoolyard (ESY) Academy out in Berkeley, CA in June! The ESY 
was started by Alice Waters and provided inspiration for the garden 
at Jefferson. Of 250 applications submitted, Jefferson is one of 90 
accepted! It’s very exciting for the girl scouts, the school and com-
munity at large to be recognized for this wonderful project!

Two Jefferson Middle School teachers Emily Rozkowski and Joni 
Blakely will attend training along with Girl Scout Leader Marney Mi-
chalowski. This is a huge opportunity to learn from the best about 
edible education and sustainability, as well as how-to integrate 
the garden into the school curriculum. Marney has also agreed to 
serve as the PTA point of contact throughout next year, working in 
the capacity of a project manager – coordinating the goals of the 
garden as set by Jefferson staff and the PTA. This ambitious project 
could not have happened without the leadership from Co-Girl 
Scout leaders Patty Adair and Marney Michalowski. In addition to 
their troop they were also aided by a team of community leaders 
including the hardest working volunteer of them all, John Adair!
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Arlington
3924 Wilson Blvd
Arlington, VA 22201

Bethesda
7626 Old Georgetown Rd
Bethesda, MD 20814

703.248.9600
www.freshbikescycling.com

The Largest In-Stock Selection
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				88th	Annual	Lyon	Park	Spring	Fair	is	a	Huge	Success! Thanks	to	Fair	Director	Polly	Hall	and	her	team	of	amazing	volunteers,	this	year’s	fair	was	tremendously	successful,	raising	
money	for	the	operation	and	maintenance	of	the	Lyon	Park	Community	House	and	Park.
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The following is the monthly construction status update, for 2201 
N Pershing Drive.

General information:
• Construction Hours on site will normally be between 7:00 AM 
and 4:00 PM. If weekend work is required, it will be between 10:00 
AM and 5:00 PM.
• Project opening: Early 3rd quarter 2012, Project completion: 4th 
quarter 2012
Construction Activity:
• The new curb and gutter installation has commenced in N Per-
shing Dr and the new medians are in the process of being installed. 
After this work is complete, N Pershing drive will be repaved in front 
of the property.
• The new curb and gutter installation at the intersection of Arling-
ton Blvd and N Pershing Drive is complete. The deceleration lane 
has been base paved and is now open. Final top paving will occur 
in late spring.
Maintenance of traffic Update:
•  West bound Arlington Blvd, right turn lane onto N Pershing 
Drive is open. The asphalt trail which parallels west bound Arlington 
Blvd is open and connects to the sidewalk wrapping around onto N 
Pershing Dr.
• The pedestrian path directly in front of the project has been 
temporarily closed for the curb and gutter installation. Please use 
the side walk on the opposite side of the street.

Any	questions	contact:	
John E. Kusturiss, Equity Residential, Office # 703-342-1917, 
Email: jkusturiss@eqrworld.com

Development News
By	LARRy	MAyER

10

he pathway to safe and stable lives for many families ex-
periencing homelessness begins in Doorways Freddie Mac 

Foundation Family Home, located right here in Lyon Park. Lyon Park 
has always been supportive of Doorways and their mission which 
transforms the lives of our neighbors. Here’s three suggestions for 
how your family can join in this rich tradition:

1) Help families in shelter by purchasing much needed supplies from 
Doorways Amazon Wishlist http://tinyurl.com/doorwayswishlist.

2) Attend our monthly Volunteer Information Session to learn more 
about Doorways and the different volunteer opportunities we offer. 

For more information about the next Volunteer Information Session 
contact the Volunteer Program Manager, Simone Schonenberger, at 
sschonenberger@DoorwaysVA.org or (703)-504-9400.

3) Join Erik Gutshall, Lyon Park liaison to Doorways, at a Brighter 
futures tour of the Family Home Thursday, June 14, 6:30 - 7:30 
p.m. Learn about the specialized services Doorways provides to 
survivors of domestic and intimate partner violence and family 
homelessness, as well as hear inspirational stories of Doorways 
clients who have overcome adversity to build safe and success-
ful futures for themselves and their families. Questions or RSVP to 
Kristina Dugan at KDugan@DoorwaysVA.org or 703-504-9289.

By	ERiK	GuTSHALL
Lyon Park Liaison

News from Doorways

t

Tree Top News
Continued from Page 3

minimum of 20% tree canopy coverage for the lot within 20 years. 
A Landscape Plan prepared by an engineer and arborist is required 
for any building affecting over 2,500 square feet of land. This plan 
identifies whether trees will be retained and how the project will 
satisfy the coverage requirement. Dick advised that Arlington County 
has recently hired a third urban forester whose principal function is to 
administer the Ordinance requirements. 
  
Mr. Zimmerman discussed the many benefits trees provide the 
community and how their removal impacts taxpayers by increas-
ing costs for cooling homes and public buildings. Tree removal also 
incurs greater expense to process drinking water and control run-off 
into the Chesapeake Bay. Trees save taxpayers money and increase 
property value. Chris discussed the Champion Tree & Notable Tree 
programs intended to identify and protect remarkable trees in the 
County, as well as tree planting programs (such as the annual tree 
distribution and Canopy Tree Fund). 

I asked the panel whether the $2,500 civil fine for removing a Notable 
Tree was an adequate deterrent. Mr. Zimmerman explained that the 
State of Virginia would not permit a larger penalty. 
 
One questioner lamented that a developer clear-cut a wooded lot 
for a subdivision. In Virginia, any property owner can remove their 
trees without recourse. Another person commented that the Board 
of Zoning Appeals (BZA) initially denied a project’s variance request in 
order to save a mature tree. Mr. Zimmerman noted that BZA mem-
bers are appointed by the Circuit Court and are not accountable to 
the Arlington County Board. Another attendee commented that she 
thought the 20% tree canopy requirement of the Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Ordinance was inadequate, given Arlington County’s 
current 40% tree canopy coverage. Mr. Zimmerman emphasized that 
the Ordinance is primarily aimed at controlling soil erosion.
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Book Review
thinking, fast and Slow
By	Daniel	Kahneman
Farrar	Straus	Giroux,	Ny,	Ny.	499	p	$30	
iSBN	978-0-374-27563-1,	2011.

hinking is a wonderful book; so won-
derful it requires re-reading. It could 

profitably be considered three books: 1) the 
two systems of thinking (fast and slow), 2) 
decision-making and risk-evaluation and 3) 
the experiencing self vs the remembering self. 
Each section contributes a major advance in understanding the 
thinking process. Each section expands our comprehension of man 
as a decision maker. Man stands revealed, but not as the earlier 
economic models described him: a rational decision maker who 
operates in his own self-interest. This is man as irrational, one who 
frequently operates outside or even against his own best interest. 
Kahneman helps explain why.
 
This book should be digested slowly. The opening chapters de-
scribe our mental processes as a union of two partnerships: fast 
thinking and slow. We operate in the fast mode most of the time, 
substituting rules of thumb to make quick decisions. This is efficient 
for easy situations, but is less useful, even an impediment, when 

the problem is complex. Unfortunately for mankind, our lazy brains 
prefer fast thinking to the hard work of the slow thinking necessary 
for problem solving. 
 
For us to absorb the impact of what is being said we need to direct 
the slow part of our brain to examine and understand the implica-
tions of Kahneman’s thoughts. Some of Kahneman’s insights, like 
being risk averse, may seem like clichés because he has been 
working on these issues since the 70s and they have slowly moved 
into popular economic thought. This book is a cogent summary of 
his life’s work and makes it clear that even though he is a psycholo-
gist he richly deserved the Nobel Prize for Economics.
 
This book needs a sequel, however, one that applies Kahneman’s 
concepts to international negotiations. How does a negotiator rec-
ognize the fallacies in another country’s logic; how does a negotiator 
persuade his counterpart to act in that nation’s true self-interest?  
How can a negotiator limit the fallacy of sunk costs? How can we 
reframe our policy goals to win the opposing side’s support? If some-
thing as simple as your doctor saying you have an 80% chance the 
operation will be a success versus you have a 20% chance of dying 
affects our decision-making, then reframing political terms is equally 
significant. There is perhaps another Nobel Prize, even the Peace 
Prize, awaiting someone who can unite these two disciplines.

t

By	PEGGy	DEAN



 

YMCA Arlington 
3422 13th Street N 
Arlington, VA 22201 
Tel: 703.525.5420 



Classified Ads

tEEN BABySittiNG

Nick	Bornbusch,	15,	Red	Cross	certified,	no	infants,	351-9360

Bryan	Burgess,	15,	Red	Cross	certified,	527-3740

izzy	Franklin,	16,	Red	Cross	certified	–	Babysitting	&	
Mother’s	Helper	

Lauren	Karpinski,	16,	524-1575

Stephen	Moran,	16,	Red	Cross	certified,	351-7852

Katelyn	Rowland,	15	,	Red	Cross	&	Girl	Scout	certified,	
Experienced	with	infants	and	children	1-9,	&	mother’s	helper,	
525-9049

Riley	Shepardson,	16,	Red	Cross/CPR	certified,	no	infants,	
525-6834

Helen	Turvene,	13,	Red	cross	certified,	no	infants,	528-3438

Carolyn	Grahn,	16,	Red	Cross	certified	babysitter,	pet-sitting	
&	dog	walking:	703-243-9212.

Lawn	care:	Daichi	Monma	(12	years	old)	Phone:	571-488-
8918	Email:	cafepazzo@gmail.com

Boot	Camp	classes	held	6-7am	T/W/Th	-	email	lyonparkboot-

camp@gmail.com	for	details.

Local SAt Summer prep.	from	uVA	student	with	teach-
ing	experience	(scored	perfect	on	the	math	section	&	2250	
overall)		Contact	Ben	Edgar	at	(571)	338-0878	or	Benjamin_
Edgar@ivyinsiders.com,	website:	www.revolutionprep.com/
instructors/benjamin_e
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PLEASE PAy yoUr LPCA DUES
Please	complete	this	form	
and	mail	it	with	your	check	to:	
LPCA Membership
414 N. fillmore Street
Arlington, vA 2220

q	Newsletter	Donation	@	$10,	$20,	$30	and	up
q	Household	@	$10
q	Renew	for	Two	years	@	$20
q	Lifetime	@	$200

NAME	________________________________________________________

ADDRESS	____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

HOME	PHONE		________________________________________________

E-MAiL	_______________________________________________________

John Plank Real Estate Services, Inc.
Long & Foster Real Estate
john.plank@longandfoster.com
(703) 528-5646

Multiple Award-Winning Team 
providing World Class Service

#1 Sales Agent for 21 years (John Plank)

Over 1,500 Homes Sold

Over 25 Years  
Full Time Real Estate Experience

BSBA Degree, Real Estate  
Investment & Finance (John Plank)

Licensed in VA, DC & MD

Arlington is our neighborhood,
let us make it yours!

www.johnsellsarlington.com

GEt SoMEoNE’S AttENtioN! The Citizen is hand delivered
to 1900 households each month. Use area code 703 below 
unless otherwise noted
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Lyon Park Screen on the Green:	Movies	in	the	Park!	Movies,	
popcorn	&	s’mores	this	spring	and	summer	in	Lyon	Park.	Dates:	
Fridays,	June	29th,	July	27	and	August	24th.	To	help	or	get	more	
information	email	Nroyvilla@aol.com.

Lyon Park Citizen’s Association Monthly Meeting:	Wednes-
day,	June	13th,	7:30	PM	at	the	Lyon	Park	Community	House.	All	
residents	welcome	and	encouraged	to	attend!

fitness Pursuits:	Tuesdays	and	Thursdays,	4:30	–	5:30	PM.	
Catherine	Fergusen,	(703)	522-0301

CABoMA (Capital Area Bluegrass old-time Music Associa-
tion):	Open	jams,	2nd	and	4th	Sundays	of	every	month,	2:00	
–	6:00	PM

Duplicate Bridge:	Every	Friday,	9	AM	–	1:30	PM.

Lyon Park Community 
Center Events

Congratulations 
to Erik Gutshall! 
Pictured on the left 
with wife Renee 
(Lyon Park Holiday 
Party master planner) 
and their beautiful 
children, for winning 
an ABBIE: Arlington 
Best Business Award 
(ABBIE) from the 
Arlington Chamber 
of Commerce for 
his small business: 
Clarendon Home 
Services.

 703-280-1719 
phughes1967@gmail.com 

www.rebuildwarehouse.org 
 
 ReBuild promotes reuse and recycling of quality used building 

materials at discounted prices 
 Area’s largest supplier and installer of reclaimed oak flooring 
 Periodic Specials - Complete kitchens, lumber, appliances 
 Trains at-risk workers in green collar jobs 
 Offers environmental sustainability workshops 

A tax deductible community nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 

www.coupardarchitects.com
(703) 533-3210

WORKING WITH YOU TO MAINTAIN
THE CHARM AND INTEGRITY
OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
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Featured & on the Cover:
Cottage Living Magazine

December 2006

Architect Designed.    
Expertly Crafted.  

Custom Homes & Additions.

Considering an addition, 
renovation or new home? 

To schedule a Free consultation visit us at 

www.MickeySimpson.com or call (703) 525-5020


