
reetings! Spring is upon us! In March, 
Lyon Park had some great events 

including the famous chili cook-off, the IBIS 
concert/fundraiser for the renovation fund, 
and the first-ever New Neighbors Social. 
Welcome newcomers! I might not have had 
the chance to speak with you at the event – 
if not, I hope we’ll meet someday soon. 

Spring brings more events including the 
Lyon Park Fair (May 18) and the Villas & 
Vistas Home and Garden Tour (May 5). 
Come on out, share some time with your 
neighbors, and volunteer to lend a hand if 
you can. Contact any LPCA officer if you 
have questions on how to get involved.

Some folks have been asking why I con-
ducted the first 45 minutes of the March 
LPCA meeting without speaking. Let’s just 
say that I thought a mime face was an ap-
propriate way to pay respect to the people 
who voted for my chili at the cook-off. To 

those three connoisseurs: thanks for bailing 
me out! Last year’s last-place spot was not 
a fun place to be. If you have doubts about 
that, just ask someone with a low score this 
year…I won’t name anyone specifically, but 
will surreptitiously refer to them as g-a-r-y 
p-u-t-n-a-m. There’s always 2014!

Our next LPCA meeting on April 10 will 
begin with an update from the Arlington 
County Police. We’ll then hear from Equity 
Residential, the developers of the new 
building at 2201 Pershing Drive, who will 
tell us about some of their plans for new 
commercial tenants. After that we’ll hear 
from Clark (the developer of the 9th Road 
site) about some of their plans. With two 
developers on the agenda, things should 
be interesting – you won’t want to miss it!

—Elliott D. Mandel
President

Lyon Park Citizens Association
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Lyon Park & Ashton Heights 
Home and Garden Tour!

Sunday, May 5th
12:30-4:00 pm

All tours start at the Lyon Park 
Community House

Reception from 4:00-6:30 pm 

Advance ticket prices: $25, 
on May 5th $35

To get tickets email 
Nroyvilla@aol.com or 

Franklin_kim@bah.com

Mark your calendar for:

Villas & Vistas

Lyon Park in 1921 
from the Library 
of Congress. Can 
someone guess 
the street? Please 
email the editor at 
Nroyvilla@aol.com 
with the answer! 
Check out page 
four for an excel-
lent article on 
Lyon Park’s past!

Results

of Annual 

Chili-Cookoff

on page 10CitizenCitizen
LYON PARK

The Newsletter of the Lyon Park Citizens Association

April Showers Bring May Flowers! It also brings April Fool’s 
Day, beautiful Lyon Park weather, The tax day party, end of March 
Madness, LPCA and Lyon Park Woman’s Club monthly meetings 
and major preparations for the fabulous Spring Fair and the 
always popular Villas & Vistas Home and Garden Tour!

Agenda for LPCA 
April 10th Meeting

7:30 PM (7:15 PM social)
• Police Update
• Proposed Tenants: 2201 Pershing 

Drive - Equity Residential
• Proposed Site Development: 9th 

Road – Clark
• Bring a Spring Snack to Share! 

(What is a spring snack? Lavender 
ice cream would be lovely!
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LPCA monthly minutes can now be found online at www.lyonparkcitizens.org

March Meeting Notes
By KATHLEEN McSWEENEy

Printed on 
recycled paper

• Our President came as a mime, and was 
silent for the first 45 minutes of the meeting.

Regular Business
• Neighbors in attendance introduced 
themselves
• Treasurer’s Report – Bill indicated that 
in two months we may be ready to break 
ground on the Community Center renova-
tion.
• Development Update – provided by 
Larry Mayer.

Announcements

Lyon Park villas and vistas – Natalie Roy 
encouraged everyone to come out to see 
this year’s lovely array of homes on May 5th. 
She also noted that the always popular IBIS 
concert, which raises critical funds for the 
renovation, was coming up and encouraged 
everyone to attend!

Neighborhood Conservation – Natalie 
Roy is representing us on the Neighborhood 
Conservation Committee to advocate for the 
Daniel Street Project (7th to 10th streets) to-
morrow evening. There are cost overruns on 
the project to improve curbs, gutters, street-
lights and sidewalks on that stretch of Daniel 

Street. Highland is the next Lyon Park project 
in the queue – it will also address concerns 
about lighting, sidewalks and traffic calming. 
Projects are funded through bonds. 

Natalie also mentioned that our neighborhood 
master plan, which hasn’t been updated since 
1973, is being updated now by neighborhood 
volunteers. This is critical for Lyon Park to be 
able to get additional points toward neighbor-
hood conservation projects in the queue.

fundraising Social for Neighborhood 
Newcomers – This event will take place 
next Thursday evening at the Lyon Park 
Community Center. All neighbors are wel-
comed to come, but those who moved to 
Lyon Park within the past 3 years are specifi-
cally invited.

treeHugger Report
Trees – Bill Anhut provided an update re-
garding the VDOT activity around Lyon Park 
and along Arlington Blvd. There has been 
a tremendous impact on the tree canopy – 
many trees were removed to accommodate 
new lanes along Arlington Blvd. Over 400 
trees at the interchange of Arlington Blvd and 
Washington Blvd were also eliminated, with 

 
 

 GROUNDWORKS FARM SUMMER CSA 
VEGETABLE, EGG, CHICKEN, MEAT, CHEESE AND WHOLE FARM SHARES 

2013 SUMMER CSA SHARES AVAILABLE NOW  
HIGH QUALITY AND AFFORDABLE SUSTAINABLE LOCAL PRODUCE, MEAT, 
CHICKEN, EGGS AND CHEESE FROM OUR FARM IN PITTSVILE MARYLAND 
SPACE IS LIMITED. SIGN UP EARLY TO R ESERVE YOUR SPOT! 

PICK UP IN ARLINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA 
 

 

WWW.GROUNDWORKSFARM.COM  
INFO@GROUNDWORKSFARM.COM. 443-220-2338 

Continued on Page 12
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uick summary on YOUR Community Center:
The Lyon Park Community Center is busier than ever.

• We have several volunteers organizing the Spring Fair this year 
on May 18. Mike Henning (mike.henning@gmail.com) and Joline 
McGoldrick (jolinemcgoldrick@gmail.com) have stepped up to 
lead the charge. You’ll hear from them soon, so be on the look-
out. The chart below summarizes some of what we need and 
who to contact to volunteer. Please consider this opportunity.

_________________________________________________________
fair task

overall organization Contact:
Mike Henning — mike.henning@gmail.com
Joline McGoldrick — jolinemcgoldrick@gmail.com
Needs:
• Physically fit folks to set up and take dwwown the fair booths
• Approximately 40 people to man games in two hour blocks.
• Walkers for ponies, in good physical condition
• A number of people for the odds ‘n ends stuff

fair Kitchen Contact:
Shirley Larson — famlars@msn.com
Needs
• 12 helpers throughout the day to handle money and plate food

Plant Sale Contact:
Gary and Kit Putnam — kitgaryp@gmail.com
Needs:
• Neighbors to donate plants from their yards
• Helpers to fetch, re-pot, sort, label and prepare plants and 

related merchandise before the fair
• Helpers on the day of the fair to sell

Cake Walk Contact:
Joline McGoldrick — jolinemcgoldrick@gmail.com)

Needs:
• Cupcakes and cakes to use as prizes
_________________________________________________________

• Our Facebook following is growing. Have you “liked” us yet? 
Please do: http://www.facebook.com/lyonparkcommunitycen-
ter. Our fundraising intern, Vinny Bucchieri maintains the page, 
and he’s always looking for news and pictures. Contact him at 
vincent.bucchieri@uconn.edu.

• Samantha Sewell is going a great job of getting folks aware of 
and involved in fundraising. Please contact her at sewell.saman-
tha@gmail.com with ideas or to volunteer.

• Our Building Committee is moving quickly. Our plans are with 
the County, and we have several builders submitting bids soon. 

• The 2013 Villas & Vistas (V2) Home and Garden Tours will be 
held Sunday, May 5. It will feature unique new and historic 
homes throughout Lyon Park and Ashton Heights! Contact 
Natalie Roy (nroyvilla@aol.com) to volunteer or buy tickets. Pro-
ceeds go to the Renovation fund!

We look forward to a spring full of fun and festivities, and hope 
you’ll join us.

Lyon Park Community House NEWS!

Q

Chair of the Board of Governors
By JEANNETTE WICK

Lyon Park’s Chili Cook-Off Dinner in full swing! Check out the article on page ten for more details!
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irt r oads, shanties, empty lots - Lyon Park was far from fancy 
in the early 1920s, when the first few families started moving 

in. Most of the roads weren’t paved, and many wouldn’t be until 
1947. People put up one-room, wood-and-metal shacks to live in 
while they waited for their houses to be built. The neighborhood 
was surrounded by farms and a dairy. And many of the lots were 
still empty, filled with scruffy pine trees, brush, or long grass.

Indeed, back in 1910, when local lawyer Frank Lyon first bought 
the 300-acre tract that would become Lyon Park, it was nothing 
more than farmland, not far from the saloons, gambling houses, 
and brothels of seedy Rosslyn. But Lyon saw value in the property, 
with its cooler breezes, higher elevation (some 260 feet above 
swampy D.C.) and its “stream of crystal water from the largest 
spring in the county.” 

Lyon began developing the land, formed a real estate company (Lyon 
& Fitch, Inc.), and quickly found customers. By the early 1920s, an 
ever-growing number of young couples - many of them government 
employees - began buying properties in the neighborhood. One such 
couple were the parents of Mrs. E., a sweet but shy woman who still 
lives in the same house her parents bought in 1923. 

At first, she says, her parents’ friends in D.C. teased them. “I’ll tell 
you, nobody - but nobody - wanted to come to Virginia! They just 
turned up their nose!” Mrs. E. laughs at the memory. “But D.C. was 
full of rooming houses. There were no apartments,” and houses in 
the city were expensive. 

Lyon Park, by contrast, was a bargain. Lots sold for a few hundred 
dollars - and a brand-new, six-room house could be built for as little 
as $5,900, according to one ad. Then as now, the commute was 
a draw: residents could walk to the train station at Washington 
Boulevard and Pershing Drive and catch the streetcar into D.C. 
In about twenty minutes - and for only 5 cents - they could be on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. They could also drive (Mrs. E’s mother often 
took the family to the shops downtown in her Buick Roadmaster).

By the 1930s, the neighborhood was teeming with children. And 
with barely any cars on the dirt streets, they were safe to run 
around unsupervised. Mrs. E. was born in 1935, and was the 
youngest of five children. “We made all kinds of fun! We didn’t 
even need the park - we played in the vacant lots,” laughs Mrs. E. 
“There was the Jackson Street field (behind today’s Faith Lutheran 
Church), and a stand of pine trees across from our house. And the 
kids would sail their toy boats in the creek.”

In fact, that creek – called Long Branch on old maps, and now 
buried underground – ran right through the heart of the neighbor-
hood, from 4th St. to the southern end of North Fillmore Street. At 
one point along the stream, there was an attractive grove of trees 
and a small wading pool. It was there that Frank Lyon decided to 
donate about three acres of land to the neighborhood for a park 
and community center. 

The donation helped to kick off a tradition of civic involvement in 
the neighborhood: the Lyon Park Citizens Association was estab-
lished in 1922 and the Lyon Park Women’s Club in 1924. Both or-
ganizations were remarkably active from their inception, sponsor-
ing numerous events and meetings where neighbors could discuss 
issues and plan improvements (such as building a new Community 
Center, which they did in 1925, after raising $2,000).

Yet, according to Mrs. E., during the 1930s and 40s, there were 
some in Lyon Park who were left out of the community’s develop-
ment. “Down on the southern end of North Fillmore there was a 
black neighborhood,” Mrs. E. says. “The people there lived in tiny 

An Account of Lyon Park’s Early Decades
“We Made All Kinds of Fun”:

D

By JULIA yoUNg

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Display Ad 120 -- No Title
The Washington Post (1877-1922); Oct 2, 1921; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Washington Post (1877-1996)
pg. 48

Continued on Page 12
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ver 50 Lyon Parkers attended this wonderful event organized 
by Samantha Sewell. People had a wonderful time on March 

21, socializing with new and old friends over wine and cheese. 
Everyone introduced themselves and many spoke glowingly of our 

lovely neighborhood and living in Lyon Park, whether here for 2 
weeks or for 30+ years. Thanks again to Samantha and her orga-
nizing team for putting together a lovely event.

ast month, IBIS Chamber Music was 
delighted to present a check to the Lyon 

Park Community Center Renovation Fund 
for $1080—the proceeds from our March 

solo Bach concert in the LPCC. We are proud to have contributed 
to this effort on three occasions—and especially proud to have 
spearheaded the movement 
to bring the LPCC bathrooms 
up to code with a fundraiser 
way back in the last century 
when we first became aware 
of the issue.

Last month’s concert was our 
final local event of the season, 
but if you are an opera lover, 
please be sure to check out the great program we will be doing in 
the fabulous ballroom of the Belmont Mansion in Dupont Circle on 
April 20. And we will be back at the IOTA Club & Café with a friendly 
mix of music on June 24. 

We will be researching some alternative performance spaces while the 
LPCC is closed for renovations, but rest assured that we are deter-
mined to keep the music in the neighborhood. We’ll keep you posted.

New Members Social: A New Lyon Park Tradition!

IBIS Concert

o

IBIS concert goers looking for their seats before the big 
concert!

L



APRIL 2013  •  www.lyonparkcitizens.org6

opefully by the time you are reading this spring has finally 
arrived here with some warmer weather. That would be just 

in time for our Long Branch spring garden clean up Saturday, April 
13th from 10am to noon (rain date, Saturday, April 20th, same 
time). We would love to have volunteers to help pull weeds, trim 
and plant, kids are welcome too. Stay for 30 minutes or the whole 
time, up to you. We appreciate any time you can give.

Thank you to all who came out to the auction. Woohoo!! Thanks 
to your support our school made over $20,000. Woohoo!! That 
money will be used to help update our technology.

The Lion Prides will be supporting the JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation) with a walk again this year on Friday, April 26th. 
If you would like more information, please visit, kidswalk.jdrf.org.

We have a couple of fundraising nights coming up. On Wednes-
day, April 17th eat at Whitlow’s On Wilson (2854) and the school 
will receive 10% of all proceeds. Then on Tuesday, April 30th eat 
at Pete’s New Haven Style Apizza at 3017 Clarendon Blvd and 
the school will receive 25% of all proceeds. Mention you are a LB 
family anytime at Pete’s and receive a 20% discount from your bill. 
Enjoy!

Hope to see you there!

Long Branch School News

H

Long Branch Elementary

www.coupardarchitects.com
(703) 533-3210

WORKING WITH YOU TO MAINTAIN
THE CHARM AND INTEGRITY
OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

By CHRISTy HICKS

R & M
CLEANING SERVICES

RELIABLE • EXPERIENCED • GOOD REFERENCES
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING • REASONABLE RATES

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT

Free-in-home Estimates
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally
Move-in or Move-out Office

Call MARYEN or RAUL at

[703] 321-5335

 

Your Orange Line Specialists 
M MMMM

Call today for a free 
market analysis on
your home’s value. 

Tour our homes @ 
www.roncathellteam.com 

Ron Cathell 
Realtor. MBA 
Keller Williams Realty
 
 

703-975-2500
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the Ghost Brigades
By John Scalzi
A Tom Doherty Associates Book, NY, 
NY. 2006. ISBN 978-0-7653-5406-8. 
Paperback, 343 pages, $4.46 (Amazon 
Used)

host Brigades is a fascinating, 
funny extension of his earlier work 

The Old Man’s War. The best science 
fiction entertains while raising moral 
questions about humanity: man’s use 
of others, the value of the individual, the 
moral use of violence and the deception 
of people for their own good. John Scalzi writes with a light hand 
on these difficult issues, wrapping them in tight action.

After a full life on earth humans can elect to be reborn into geneti-
cally enhanced bodies with many sophisticated upgrades to defend 
Earth and its colonies. The new warriors retain their old personali-
ties. The universe is a hostile place and upgrades are the minimum 
earth can give its newly young defenders.

Special Forces however get higher-end improvements. These 

soldiers are ‘reconstituted’ from brains of the deceased, and have 
no memories; they are different people. Special Forces have super-
bodies, with extra-fast brains, improved oxygenation of blood, en-
hanced repair of muscle, sinew and bone. They integrate into their 
group using implanted BrainPals to fight as a unit, but the implants 
create a dependency, so much so that BrainPal serves as a hive 
mind. When disconnected from their BrainPal and the collective, 
individuals become depressed, suicidal or unable to act.

The protagonist of The Ghost Brigades, Jared Dirac, has been cre-
ated with the skills of a traitor, Charles Boutin, imprinted on his new 
brain. The military hopes that Dirac will recall why his alter ego has 
betrayed humans and reveal how to prevent mankind’s destruction. 
Slowly he recovers memories of a life he hasn’t lived. A captured 
alien scientist helping Dirac raises the concept of choice with him. 
According to Cainen, Dirac was created, trained as a warrior, en-
grained with the mantra of defending humanity as his highest value, 
but has never been able to make an informed decision about his 
own future. Cainen points out that Special Forces subsumed indi-
vidual choice to the needs of the whole. The military has arrogated 
his sense of self to strengthen the group. Dirac eventually faces 
Boutin when he has to overcome his natural sympathy for Boutin if 
he is to save mankind.

Book Review

G

By PEggy DEAN

great reviews on the Lyon Park List Serv!

www.CallSmartElectric.com

Chosen By 
Your Lyon Park Neighbors

As Their Electrician

703-914-0044

Randy McKeen – owner
“You Can Count On Smart Electric,

Because You Can Count On Me”
Licensed Master Electrician
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he Lyon Park neighborhood has two unique 
open spaces in Rockwell Field and the Lyon 

Park Community Park.

Rockwell Park is nestled quietly behind the backyards 
of neighbors on N. Edgewood and N. Cleveland 
between First and Second Roads. It is a field adjacent 
to the foot/bike path given to Arlington and our com-
munity. A memorial plaque has been placed in honor 
of Harlan Rockwell for his work in conservation and 
the generosity of his family in providing and protecting 
such a place for our neighborhood. Trees have been 
planted, the overgrowth of ivy has been removed, and 
a bench has been placed where people can sit, relax 
and reflect in this little nature refuge. 

Recently, there has been concern that dog owners are allowing 
their dogs off leash in this field. Arlington has a leash law stating 
that dogs must be on a leash and under owners’ control at all 
times. The only exception to this law is if the dog is in a county-
sanctioned, off-lead dog exercise area. (For a list of such parks, 
visit the County website: http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/
ParksRecreation/scripts/dogs/CommunityCanineAreas.aspx.) 
Rockwell Field is not a designated dog park, and has signs posted 

at both entrances requesting that dogs, while wel-
come, be leashed. We ask our visitors to Rockwell 
Field to adhere to the leash laws so that all may 
enjoy the park. We do not wish to mar the quiet 
beauty of the field with more signs. If you see a dog 
off leash and feel comfortable, please remind our 
neighbors and visitors about the leash law.

Since our list-serve conversation and our commu-
nity meeting of March 15th we have already noticed 
a marked decrease of unleashed dogs. Thank you 
for your attention.

We have another very special outdoor space in Lyon 
Park and that is the playground and our community house. This 
is not an Arlington County park, but a park and community center 
created and maintained by our community. Because of its nature 
as a playground and community gathering space the community 
wishes to have it dog free, as is clearly stated by signs in the park.

The dog parks and the leash laws exist so that everyone can enjoy 
our public spaces. Please be a good neighbor: keep your dogs on 
leashes while enjoying Rockwell Field, and respect Lyon Park’s No 
Dog policy. Thank you.

it is 2013, time to renew your LPCA dues! We need your support!

Community volunteer interests: 
(Check all that apply)

q Neighborhood Conservation
q Community Center and Park
q Development Issues
q Social Events (Holiday Party, Halloween)
q Spring Fair
q Homes and Gardens Tour
q Traffic Issues
q Newsletter
q Trees and Conservation
q All-purpose volunteer

Unique Spaces: Curb and Leash Your Enthusiasm
By gARRETT PHELAN

t

This is a reminder to renew your LPCA annual dues TODAY! The more ro-
bust our neighborhood association is, the better off we are all in Lyon Park. 
LPCA is the BEST deal in town. Membership is $10 annually. our lifetime 
membership of $200 is being continued for one month more until 
May1st! After that date lifetime memberships will increase in price.

PLEASE PAy youR LPCA DuES
Please complete this form and mail it with your check to: 
LPCA Membership, 414 N. fillmore St, Arlington, vA 22201

q Newsletter Donation @ $10, $20, $30 and up

q Household @ $10  q Renew for Two Years @ $20  q Lifetime @ $200

NAME

ADDRESS

HOME PHONE

E-MAIL

q Add me (us) to the community listserve



 do. I simply get a stomach ache when I have 
to do fundraising.

So why do I do it? Someone has to. So, two mes-
sages today, simple things you can do to help:

(1) Lyon Park belongs to igive.com. When people 
use it regularly, it brings in some lovely checks. For 
many reasons, use waxes and wanes. igive.com 
partners with thousands of stores, and gives a portion of your total 
to your designated charity, in this case, the Lyon Park Community 
Center Renovation Fund. (I always pray that Shirley’s appliances will 
die, because she is really good about going through the site, and 
we get a hefty check.) You can join here: http://tinyurl.com/ch2dtak

I was guilty of forgetting to go through the site, and missed op-
portunities. Igive e-mailed me, saying I could download a button 
that would automatically record my eligible sales. I resisted a bit, 
because those darned downloads can mess up your computer. 
But I threw myself on the sword, and downloaded the button on 
two computers. I am happy to report it works, and it’s invisible 
except to tell you when you’ve made a purchase that counts. Love 
it. Passive giving. Download the button on Internet Explorer, Firefox, 
Chrome, or Safari browser here: http://tinyurl.com/dx9bmhv

Please consider joining igive.com today. if you do, tell me 

and i’ll donate $5 for every new person. if you add 
the igive button to ensure we capture all purchas-
es, tell me and i’ll give another $5. oK? oK!

(2) Michael o’Connor and i are reaching out to local 
businesses. If you work for a large organization that has 
a charitable giving program, and you think it would be 
worth our effort to ask for a donation, please let us know. 
We won’t identify you unless you tell us we should.

(3) Yes, I know I said two things. But this other idea has been float-
ing around. Starting in April, we’d like to offer one item every day 
for five days every month on the listerv or through the newsletter. 
Can you sponsor a day, and offer an item, treat or a service at a 
price you think is fair, and donate the proceeds to the Renovation 
Fund? Maybe make twice as much supper one night, sell that ice 
cream maker that’s in your basement,or volunteer to plant some 
bulbs or rake a yard?

We’re moving toward ground-breaking, and every penny counts. 
Every penny. I would love to see a few giant donations. It ain’t hap-
pening, but until it does, we will keep plugging along.

Best,

—Jeannette Wick
Chair, LPCC Board of Governors

Stepping Up Fundraising: Little Things Count

i

owza, the annual (how many years 
has it been?) Lyon Park Fair is just 

six weeks away—MAY 18! It’s one of the 
highlights of the year for Gary and me. 
We love to hear the happy squeals of 
kids playing the vintage games or riding 
the ponies, and the chatter of neighbors 
catching up on the news, enjoying a cup 
of coffee and a danish or lunch prepared 
by the Woman’s Club. But, as you know, 
there’s a lot to do behind the scenes to 
make this fun happen. Gary and I have 
been manning the table at the Fair’s 
plant sale since we first “interned” under 
Bill and Karen Gahr in the mid-eighties. 
When they moved away we became the 
chief beggars, diggers and sellers, which 
means that each year we grow or buy 
things to sell, and also put out an ap-
peal for DONORS and HELPERS. That 
includes all who can donate transplants, 

divisions, plant starts, pots, gardening 
books and tools to be sold at the plant 
table and any who can help set up the 
plant area, answer gardening ques-
tions or simply rake in the money! Green 
thumb or brown—there’s a place for you 
at the plant sale.

This year we are also putting out a spe-
cial appeal for a trainee (or two) to learn 
how it all comes together and be ready 
to take the reins next year when we old 
mules need to be put out to pasture. We 
can guarantee that the job comes with 
lots of satisfaction from meeting great 
neighbors, learning about plants that are 
successful in our neighborhood and con-
tributing to the upkeep and improvement 
of our treasure of a park and community 
house.

DONORS, HELPERS, TRAINEES or any-
one with questions, please contact us!

Gary and Kit Putnam
kitgaryp@gmail.com
703-527-2266

Lyon Park Fair Plant Sale Volunteers Sought
By KIT PUTNAM

W
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he tally of votes for our Annual Chili Blow Out 
is finally official. While there were no hanging 

chads, there were multiple ballots stuck together with 
a substance that appeared to be chili...we hope! It was 
quicker to elect a Pope than agree on chili winners. After 
much delay and several recounts, the Chili Oversight 
Committee (AKA “The Snarky Ones”) finally accepted the 
outcome. There were some disappointed cooks this year 
but they should be used to it by now after years of hav-
ing their chili disparaged and rejected. Standing out from 
the usual whining and kvetching was one creative cook 
who circumvented the rules by posting on the name card 
for his chili something like “discerning gourmets 
choose this chili”. Even that didn’t help much as 
only three votes were received for the entry. The 
only other two people who tried his Vegetarian 
Chili are okay, but had to visit the Medical Aid Sta-
tion for gastric resuscitation. As a gentleman, I am 
honor-bound not to reveal nor revile this shame-
less person, but his initials are E-L-L-I-O-T-T M-A-
N-D-E-L. (You didn’t hear it from me!)

 Elizabeth Wray’s venison chili and Pat Conaway’s beef 
chili tied for first place with 12 votes each. Second place 
with 10 votes, was (anonymous) with the entry, “Win 
Navy”; third place was a tie between David Cranston’s 
Beef and Pork Sausage and Lisa Nisenson’s Black 
Bean and Chorizo with eight votes. Mary Lewis came in 
fourth with a mild vegetarian. “The Pride of (unreadable) 
Street” by (blank) and “Elvie’s Texas Chili” by (unread-
able) tied for fifth place. Sixth place was a tie between 
Gary Putnam’s very much under-appreciated “Hotter’n 
Yo Momma’s Reputation” and Lisa Heare’s “All American 
Chili”. Seventh place was won under protest because of 

the blatant appeal to classism engaged in by Elliott Man-
del with his “Vegetarian Autentico”--which gave the judg-
ing committee pause. Not to put too fine a point on it but 
a veggie chili cannot be “autentico” since it is, in fact, a 
substitute, a fraud, an abomination, a deceit, a decep-
tion, a swindle, a humbug and a fake. (Insert Harumph, 
Harumph here.) Eighth place was shared by Arshia Fisk’s 
white chicken chili, Michael O’Connor’s missnamed 
“Hot” Texas Chili, and “Lyon Park Express” made by 
Lowell Larson, which, by the way, was the largest pot 
of chili donated by anyone this year. Some people had 
never even seen a POT that big. It was Texas-sized at 

over four gallons. You the dood, man! Molly 
Roy’s delectable veggie chili and Shirley Larson’s 
justifiably ignored “White Lightning” tied for ninth 
place. In last place, with absolutely no votes- 
not even their own- was Elizabeth Wray’s “Nice 
and Easy 2nd Road”, and Gary Putnam’s veggie 
chili “Firing Blanks” and his equally abysmal but 
appropriately named chicken chili “The Sky is 
Falling” which contained a “little” chicken...get 

it? Notice that Putnam was the only entrant with two 
chilis that received absolutely no votes whatsoever, not 
even from his long-suffering wife. 

This was a record year with lots of wonderful help from 
the volunteers. We had tons of chili, 88 votes cast, over 
$1,000 raised, no fights this year and lost only two dogs. 
I want to assure all the Parker homies right now that 
neither of these two lost dogs wound up in any of the 
chilis…probably. The noise level was absolutely beautiful. 
It makes sore backs, tired feet and burned spots here 
and there seem as nothing when we hear a community 
having as much fun as that happy din indicated.

ixteen people donated nineteen pots of chili and tons of 
cornbread to the Lyon Park Chili Cook-Off in March. The 

doors opened at 5:30, and within 15 minutes the room was full 
of hungry hordes gobbling down the hot stuff. 

Thank you to Jim Burke, Pat Conaway, Donna Fulton and Shir-
ley Larson for setting up and getting the sides ready. Gary Put-
nam, Lowell Larson and Michael O’Connor manned the kitchen; 

Cindy Stroup, Donna Kaplan and Jeff Hoffman took your 
money; Elizabeth Wray, Shirley and Donna refilled the cheese 
and drinks, and most important, Debbie Kaplan, Jeff Hoffman, 
John and (10 year old son) Jacob Wooldridge cleaned the hall. 
Thanks also to Joe Furgal for donating the chili lights. We real-
ized $989.00 to support the community house and grounds.

And for a more colorful take on the event:

Widespread voter fraud
Delays Chili vote Count

Chili Cook-Off Brings in $1000 for Community Center

By gARy PUTNAM

S
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You Don't Have to Interview the  
#1 Remodeler in Arlington... But...

Why Wouldn't You? 
For a larger Graph image 

and more information 
about the Graph, visit our 

website at 

www.CookBros.org/LyonPark 

703-516-9408
1715 N George Mason Dr. Suite 407 • Arlington, VA 22205

On the Campus of Virginia Hospital Center

Specializing in Personalized Footcare for Almost Two Decades

Dr. Ben Pearl
We treat the gamut

from Weekend Warriors
to Kids and Grandma’s

Specializing in
Comprehensive
Nonsurgical and

Surgical Footcare

New Laser Treatment
for Toenails, Spider Veins, Warts and Scars

Subspecializing in
 Lower Extemity Sports Medicine

Check us out at Arlingtonfootandankle.com

Got Prom Dresses?
Arlington County’s Formals for Five (F3) event is now 
collecting dresses, jewelry and other accessories. 
The collection continues until Saturday, April 20th! 
The program, organized by the Washington-Lee High 
School PTA, collects gently used formal dresses to 
be sold for just $5 to students from all five Arlington, 
VA high schools. This program is all about making it 
easier for every young lady to go to the prom. 
The sales event takes place on April 23rd and 24th at 
the Washington-Lee High School Little Theater from 
3-7 PM both days. To donate please drop off your 
gowns and short dresses to any of the collection 
points listed below. Your donation is tax-deductible. 
Drop off bins are located at:

430 N. Kenmore Street, Arlington VA 22201 
3806 S. 16th Street, Arlington VA 22204
5850 N. 26th Street, Arlington VA 22207
1101 S. Quinn Street 22204
346 N. Kensington Street 22205
3510 N. Pershing Drive 22201
The Washington-Lee High School Main Office

Give that Dress a second chance to make a 
dream come true!



shanty houses along the creek, and then along the service road by 
Route 50.” 

Since Virginia’s schools were racially segregated, black and white 
kids couldn’t interact. “They would walk through the neighborhood, 
but we never knew them,” Mrs. E. says. “When they rode the bus, 
they sat in the back,” she adds. Eventually, according to Mrs. E., 
the shanties were demolished, and that area became the site of 
Fillmore School (today, Long Branch Elementary).

No matter their race, however, everybody walked through the 
neighbourhood in the early years. As Mrs. E. describes it, there was 
always foot traffic: people walked to Clarendon to catch the street-
car or go shopping; to the smaller grocery stores along Pershing, 
or to the other streetcar station at Pershing and Washington. After 
1925, neighbors could head over to the Ashton Heights Theater, 
which offered 25-cent matinees.

People even walked from Lyon Park right into Fort Meyer. “It wasn’t 
closed off like it is today,” explains Mrs. E. (In fact, Fort Meyer 
remained open to the public for much of the rest of the century.) 

“We’d go there to see the parade ceremonies on Sunday after-
noons, or for the 4th of July.” On Fridays, according to another 
historical account, neighbors could visit the fort’s cavalry show, or 
even attend boxing matches. 

By the early 1930s, Lyon Park was a thriving suburban village. It 
seemed to have everything - schools, churches, stores, mail deliv-
ery, a park, and easy access to the city. The neighborhood was not 
yet completed - the last lots would be sold in the 1950s - but Mrs. 
E. and the rest of that first generation of Lyon Park kids, it was a 
great place to call home.

[Author’s note: I have not yet found evidence of Lyon Park’s African 
American community in the archival documents, although I know 
there was a black community immediately south of the neighbor-
hood. I would be very glad to hear from other neighbors who know 
more about it, or have any other memories to share! Please e-mail 
juliagyoung@gmail.com.]

Sources: “Historical Analysis of Lyon Park, May 5, 1988.” Arlington 
County Library, Special Collections.
“Lyon Park, Arlington County.” Preliminary Information Form, Vir-
ginia Department of Historic Resources, April 2001.
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no notice to the community or the County – many of which were 
planted by Lyon Park neighbors about 20 years ago. The project 
architect indicated that there will be new trees to replace the ones 
which were cut down; however, Mel Harvey, the project manager, 
indicated in a recent meeting that they will be planting grass, not 
trees. Bill Anhut asked how the community should respond to our 
elected officials.

There was discussion about other projects, including the expansion 
of Arlington Cemetery, which will take out many old growth trees. 
Let Bill know what actions we should take as a community. 

At 8:15, the mime took off his suspenders, which means he was 
able to once again speak.

Rockwell Park
The ownership of the property went from private to public when the 
Rockwell family sold the property (previously it had been referred 
to as Mrs. Allen’s field). Many dog owners are using it to play with 
dogs off leash now. There have been complaints about it becoming 
an unofficial dog park, and complaints about dogs being off leash 
while playing there.

Question: Do we know of anyone who has been harmed because 
of the way this park has been used? Has anyone been bitten? Chil-
dren have been frightened, but no one knows if anyone h as been 
bitten or attacked. Many agreed this is irrelevant, since it is against 
the law to have dogs off leash.

is there a need for a dog park in Lyon Park? 

What are the rules for Lyon Park or Clay Park? 

No dogs are allowed off leash anywhere. Lyon Park allows no 
dogs at all at any time, whether on or off leash. Dogs on leash are 
allowed in Clay Park. We want to be neighborly, and come up with 
a neighborly solution. Several people asked that people respect the 
law, and keep their dogs on leash when in Lyon Park.

It was also recommended that the Development Committee ask 
questions about the number of dogs being allowed in new devel-
opments, and indicate that we should ask about the developers 
arrangements for providing an exercise area on the premises of 
their developments.

2201 and Garfield Park 
There are three commercial leases signed and this will be a topic of 
conversation at next month’s meeting.

Spring fair
May 18th will be the next Spring Fair. Elizabeth Sheehy mentioned 
that there will be a silent auction again in conjunction with this 
year’s fair.

LPCA March Meeting Notes Continued from Page 2

Lyon Park’s early decades Continued from Page 4

updates from 
Police Liaison
Lyon Park’s Police Liaison, Officer 
St. John, will be attending the April 
LPCA meeting. If there are specific 
incidents or areas of concern that 
you would like him to address, please 

contact Stefanie Hagemann (stefanie.hagemann@gmail.
com), so that he can research them before the meeting.



Classified Ads
tEEN BABySittiNG

Nick Bornbusch, 15, Red Cross certified, no infants, 351-9360

Bryan Burgess, 16, Red Cross certified, 527-3740

Izzy Franklin, 16, Red Cross certified – Babysitting & 
Mother’s Helper 

Lauren Karpinski, 17, 524-1575

Stephen Moran, 16, Red Cross certified, 351-7852

Katelyn Rowland, 16 , Red Cross & Girl Scout certified, CPR 
and AED (automated external defibrillator) training Experienced 
with infants and children 1-9, & mother’s helper, 525-9049

Helen Turvene, 14, Red cross certified, no infants, 528-3438

Carolyn Grahn, 16, Red Cross certified babysitter, pet-sitting 
& dog walking: 703-243-9212.

Lawn care: Daichi Monma (12 years old) Phone: 571-488-
8918 Email: cafepazzo@gmail.com

Matt Nice, age 16, 703-522-6291, can rake leaves, shovel 
snow, mow lawns and perform any household chores.

Lillie Scheer is offering math tutoring services for kids. If you 
are interested contact susan@fishinfiddler.com.

B. Brennan is offering Mandarin Chinese tutoring services for 
people of all ages.  If you are interested, contact B2water@
Yahoo.com.

GEt SoMEoNE’S AttENtioN! The Citizen is hand delivered to 1,900 
households each month. Use area code 703 below unless otherwise noted.

irginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) nearby road con-
struction projects on Route 50, Washington Blvd and Columbia 

Pike have caused massive traffic jams, routed traffic onto neighbor-
hood streets and for the time being, inconvenienced drivers and 
neighborhood residents alike. I am particularly disturbed by VDOT’s 
massive elimination of trees and its plans to replace only a fraction 
of the trees removed. Hundreds of trees have been clear-cut along 
Route 50 and Washington Blvd for the addition of new drive lanes, 
sound barriers and the storage of equipment and waste soil. Incred-
ibly, VDOT planners decided to remove more than a hundred trees 
in two cloverleaves of the Route 50/Washington Blvd interchange to 
store waste soil excavated from the road projects. VDOT plans to 
leave the waste soil and cover the current “moonscape” with grass 
and small trees when the road projects are completed in 2014.

The removal of the interchange’s trees was not discussed at public 
meetings, nor coordinated with Arlington County or the adjoining 
neighborhoods. Most of the trees were planted by ReLeaf citizen 

volunteers over 20 years ago. I assume some VDOT planner decided 
it was more cost effective to store waste soil near the construction 
site rather than haul it to a dump. However, we taxpayers should 
be consulted concerning the removal of trees, the storage of waste 
soil and the ultimate plan for the reforestation of the dirt mounds. 
I also wonder why VDOT projects are not required to comply with 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance tree replanting obligations, 
required of every construction project in the Capitol area?

Lyon Park Citizens Association is joining with Ashton Heights Civic 
Association, Penrose Civic Association and Arlington View Civic 
Association to appeal to VDOT and the Commonwealth’s elected 
representatives to place a higher priority on preserving our natural 
resources when designing road projects and improve coordination 
and communication with neighboring community associations about 
the impact of its work. We will also lobby for abundant replacement 
of native trees. Please e-mail me at billanhut@yahoo.com to join the 
effort.

TreeTop News 
By BILL ANHUT
Lyon Park’s Tree Steward

v

vDot’s Devastation
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Neighbors introducing themselves and getting to know other Lyon Parkers at the Community’s New Member wine and 
cheese reception in March!
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Community House Rental Rates
Monday – Friday, 8 AM – 5 PM: $25/hour
Monday – Thursday (6 – 10 PM)
 LPCA member - $80, General Public - $100
Weekends, Holidays & Friday evenings
Half day including Friday evenings
(8 AM – 2:30 PM or 3:30 – 10 PM)
 LPCA member - $250, General Public - $400
Full Day ( 8 AM – 10 PM)
 LPCA member - $400, General Public - $550
Contact: Community Center voice mail, 703-527-9520, 
www.lyonpark.info or rent@lyonpark.info

Special Children’s Birthday Rates: You may rent the 
community house for birthday parties for kids age 10 and 
under for a 3 hour period, including set-up and clean-up. 
Time slots available are 9 AM – noon, or noon – 3 PM. 
If your party lasts longer than 3 hours, you must rent at 
the regular half-day rate. LPCA member $125, General 
Public, $175.

A security deposit is required on all rentals.
*Lyon Park Citizens Association rates apply only to Lyon 
Park residents whose membership is current. LPCA 
members cannot sponsor non-member renters.
Contact: Community Center voice mail, 703-527-9520, 
www.lyonpark.info or rent@lyonpark.info.

Lyon Park Citizen’s Association Monthly Meeting: Wednes-
day, April 10, 7:30 PM, Agenda details on Page one. Come 
meet your neighbors and discuss crucial community issues 
at this month’s meeting.

Lyon Park Woman’s Club (Not just for Women): Thursday, 
April 18, 12 noon. Potluck luncheon, bring a dish to share. We 
hope to see many new faces.

Kiwanis Club of South Arlington Annual Auction Benefit 
and Social: Saturday April 27, 5:30 – 8:30 PM. at the Lyon Park 
Community Center. All proceeds are used to fund community 
service organizations in Northern Virginia, particularly non-profits 
that help young people, such as the Arlington Mill High School 
Program’s Key Club, of which South Arlington Kiwanis is a spon-
sor. This activity provides students with opportunities to provide 
service, build character, and develop leadership skills. Event 
tickets are $20. Contact Harro or Janie Wulf for tickets 703-243-
5245 or email jwulf1@verizon.net

CABoMA (Capitol Area Bluegrass old-time Music Associa-
tion): open jams, 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month, 2:00 
– 6:00 PM

1920 Lyon Park Sales Brochure: Reproduction copy. 24 pp., 
gary or Kit Putnam, (703) 527-2266. $7 each or 5/$25. All pro-
ceeds benefit the Lyon Park Community Center.

Lyon Park Community Center Events

Everyone enjoyed LPCA President Elliott Man-
del’s surprise at the March meeting! He came as a 
mime and ran the meeting in silence for the first 45 
minutes. People loved it and want a repeat perfor-
mance every month!

As of 3/17/13:
 •  557 dues paying members
 •  135 are lifetime members

Have YOU paid dues this year?
We need YOUR support.

Go to Page 8 for the dues form! 
Thanks, the LPCA Membership Department

LPCA 
Membership

update:
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Featured & on the Cover:
Cottage Living Magazine

December 2006

Architect Designed.    
Expertly Crafted.  

Custom Homes & Additions.

Considering an addition, 
renovation or new home? 

To schedule a Free consultation visit us at 

www.MickeySimpson.com or call (703) 525-5020


