
s you may recall my first article’s rhyme,
Now two years hence, I thought it was time,

To revisit the theme as new seasons approach,
Consider the future, there’s plenty to broach.

Changes and issues and topics abound,
Together we tackled so much and we’ve found,
That critical mass is the way to raise stakes,
Followed by elbow grease, that’s what it takes.

The hour has come, yours truly steps down,
To make way for a new president in town.
Thank you neighbors, for a wonderful stint,
Had so much fun, don’t know where the time wint.

We’re proud of our people, our great volunteers,
They dedicate time over seasons and years.
After all, this doesn’t happen all by itself,
It’s not something you find in a stack on a shelf. 

Many folks helped, many to thank,
Hard workers abound, with me you all rank.
I’ll still be around, I’m not gonna leave,
I’ll still be involved so I beg your reprieve.

We’re still waiting to see that a person emerges,
The one that will handle the LPCA’s urges.
There’s plenty of room for some new Lyon Parkers,
To act as you feel and lay down your new markers.

Trust me: it’s fun and exciting, rewarding,
It’s just time to share, enough of this hoarding.
That said I’m so proud to be part of our ‘hood,
I just really think we could use some new blood.

Let’s look down the road, into our future,
There will be some bumps and some issues to suture.
Come forth with your thoughts and a brand new idea!
(Perhaps an event or a good panacea.)

Together we’ll keep this place something to love,
Our streets and our parks and our trees high above,

Events every year: good eats and some parties,
Discussions, opinions expressed by you smarties.

Alas, I now have to bid you adieu,
The thought of my tenure will always ring true.
So thank you, gracias, efxaristo, merci,
A new chapter begins…Arrivederci!

—Elliott D. Mandel
President

Lyon Park Citizens Association

Lyon Parkers are always 
on the GO! At the Annual 
Golf Tournament Fundraiser 
(more info on page 4), and 
at our always informative 
community meetings.
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President’s Message

A

Citizen
LYON PARK

The Newsletter of the Lyon Park Citizens Association

September means the end of Summer, back to School and cooler temps! This month’s highlights include 
Lyon Park’s Annual Yard Sale (p.10), LPCA’s Annual Meeting and paying your annual LPCA dues (page 12)! 
Make sure to mark your calendars for all three!

Agenda for LPCA 
September 11th 

Meeting
7:30 PM (7:15 PM social)

•	9/11	Moment	of	Silence
•	Elections
•	Vote	on	Pershing	Dr.	
site	plan	amendment

Check out p. 8 for a 
profile on longtime 
Lyon Park resident 
Zitkala-Sa (aka Ger-
trude Bonnin), a writer, 
artist, and Souix activ-
ist from the late 1800s 
until her death in 1938.

Don’t M
iss the

LPCA Annual 

M
eeting Sept. 11th!
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LPCA monthly minutes can now be found online at www.lyonparkcitizens.org
Printed on 

recycled paper

fficer Kelly has been a Police Of-
ficer for seven years — four years in 

Richmond, VA and the last three in Arlington 
County. He has consistently been a produc-
tive member of the police force by making 
high value arrests. Officer Kelly has been 
recognized for his successes by receiving 
numerous awards through the police de-
partment. He knows the Lyon Park commu-
nity well and looks forward to meeting and 
assisting more of the residents.

On a personal level, Officer Kelly’s family 
has been in Arlington for three generations. 
He is a product of Arlington schools and 

currently lives in Arlington with his wife and 
three young children. We look forward to 
working with Officer Kelly!

Officer Richard Kelly
iNtroDuCiNG

Our New First District REACT Team Member in charge of Lyon Park. 

Lyon Parkers are a super active and civic minded bunch!

o
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fter years of discussing, debating, planning, and preparing, 
we are very close to starting renovation at the Lyon Park 

Community Center (LPCC). Here’s a quick update:

• Ordinarily, the LPCC Board of Governors (BoG) meets on 
the second Thursday of the month from September through 
June, taking July and August off. This past year we altered our 
schedule to meet as and when needed. Often that meant using 
conference calls to ensure we had a quorum. We addressed 
architectural plans, permitting issues and fundraising issues as 
they arose. 

• Our small Building Committee put in hundreds of hours—maybe 
thousands of hours—moving this process forward. With their help, 
we selected a contractor and are formalizing an agreement.

• We have a ballpark estimate for construction. It’s higher than 
we’d like and we are looking at options to reduce costs. We are 
conducting “value engineering” exercises to explore how to save 
money without compromising the must-haves in the design. If 
this sounds like an episode of an HGTV show, please know that 
it is, but on a larger scale. This is commercial construction, after 
all. Our issues are more complex than a single family home reno-
vation with more people involved.

• Our Fundraising Committee is also active. Our most recent 
event, a neighborhood social, featured snacks and watermelon. 
Several events are planned for the autumn.

• Currently, the building plan is navigating the County’s permitting 
process. A slower process than we’d anticipated, it will ensure a 
safe and functional building.

• As I write, we are in the August doldrums—things slow down as 
people take much needed vacations. 

The exact construction date is a moving target. It depends on what 
I’ve come to think of as the Bermuda Triangle of renovation: (1) 
successful conclusion of the permitting process, (2) the builder’s 
availability, and (3) money. We are renting through the end of Octo-
ber 2013 right now, and may stay open longer depending on how 
things develop. 

Our next steps are so easy to write, yet require tremendous behind-
the-scenes labor:
• Shortly after Labor Day, the BoG will meet with the LPCA Execu-

tive Committee and interested members of the now-dissolved 
Renovation Steering Committee to discuss progress and any 
significant proposed changes to the building plan.

• Immediately after, we’ll invite the community to review the plan 
and ask questions. 

• Fundraising will kick up to a higher level, and we’ll be once again 

asking neighbors for sup-
port. The easiest way to 
pay for this renovation is 
with money (as opposed 
to a loan), and we hope 
neighbors will be as gen-
erous as possible.

In conclusion, we thank the 
many volunteers and donors who have stayed with us on this long 
process. Volunteers are always needed to keep things moving. We 
very much need your donations, and hope you’ll earmark LPCC in 
your end-of-year giving. Please contact me at jywickrph@aol.com 
or (703) 524-8531 if you have questions or would like to increase 
your involvement.

Editor’s Message
Jeannette thanked everyone and we need to thank Jeannette! Her 
dedication and leadership on the renovation effort has been unwav-
ering! Without her, it is safe to say, the renovation effort would not 
be where it is today, on the verge of groundbreaking! When you see 
Jeannette at the next bake or yard sale, Halloween Bonfire, Spring 
Fair, Woman’s club luncheon or just passing on the street, tell her 
thank you!

— Natalie roy

Lyon Park Community Center: Moving Renovation Along

A

Chair of the Board of Governors
By JEANNETTE WICK

R & M
CLEANING SERVICES

RELIABLE • EXPERIENCED • GOOD REFERENCES
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING • REASONABLE RATES

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT

Free-in-home Estimates
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally
Move-in or Move-out Office

Call MARYEN or RAUL at

[703] 321-5335

Meet your Neighbor!
 

Did you know that award winning 
author, Julie Marie Carrier, author of 
Beyoutiful! lives on Bryan Street! The 
book is considered one of the best 
new books for Girls on Success and 
Self-Esteem. Julie has been featured 
on NBC’s Today Show and is a Emmy 
nominated success Coach for the MTV 
show for Teens, MADE. For more info 
check out: http://juliespeaks.com
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n a warm Sunday in June, thirty-four players 
on 9 teams helped ensure that the 3rd Annual 

Lyon Park / Ashton Heights Golf Tourney, benefiting 
the restoration of the historic Lyon Park Community 
House, was a huge success. The record turnout 
from the Lyon Park and Ashton Heights communi-
ties and the generosity of our Clarendon business 
partners raised over $2,500 for the renovation ef-
fort. The tournament took place at the South Riding 
Golf Club.

The tournament format was a “Captain’s Choice” 
team scramble. Each member of a team played a 
tee shot. Then the team determined the best shot, 
and all team members played their next shot from 
that spot. Players were encouraged to buy Mul-
ligan Certificates, which allowed players to repeat 
up to three shots, without penalty (do overs!).

At the shotgun start, nine teams teed-off simul-
taneously, and recorded their scores using South 
Riding’s GPS scoring system provided with each 
cart. It was fun following the live-scoring results of 
each team. Four of the teams matched each other, 
birdie after birdie (and two eagles!), creating some 
distance from the pack. Ultimately, Ashton Heights 
neighbors Greg and Henry Bramham with their 

partners Bob and Matthew Murphy captured the 
title with an incredible 14 under par 58, one stroke 
better than the runners-up lead by Ron Cathell. At 
the conclusion of play, teams gathered for a “Pic-
nic Awards Banquet” consisting of hamburgers, 
hot dogs, baked beans and potato salad. After the 
meal, team and individual prizes were awarded. 

individual prizes were awarded to:
 Hole # 5 Closest to pin — Tim Anderson
 Hole #7 Closest to pin — Tim Anderson
 Hole # 9 Men’s long drive — Chris Miller
 Hole # 10 Women’s long drive — Mary Lewis
 Hole # 11 Closest to pin — Bob Murphy
 Hole # 14 Closest to pin — Nick Frederick
 Hole # 18 Straight drive — Jordan Grossman

team results:
Champions — Greg and Henry Bramham, Bob 
 and Matthew Murphy — 14 under par!
Runners-up — Ran Cathell, Sabino Molina, Tim 
 Anderson, Derek Blain — 13 under par
Closely followed by — Bill Murray (yes celebrities 
 love our tournament!) Robbie Brehaut, 
 Michael and Chris Miller — 12 under par
On their heels — Bill Anhut, Michael O’Connor, 
 Keith and Nick Frederick — 11 under par

Lyon Park/Ashton Heights Golf Tourney
Benefiting The Lyon Park Community House

By BILL ANHUT

o
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t September’s LPCA meeting there will be two important 
votes for the LPCA on issues facing our neighborhood: 

1) Whether to support a site plan amendment to allow a 
daycare facility in the new retail space at 2201 N Pershing Dr, 
and 2) to endorse use of $45K earmarked from Garfield Park 
to construct a sidewalk on 9th St N between Garfield and 
Highland Streets.

2201 N Pershing Dr Daycare
Equity Residential, owners of the new retail and apartments at 
Pershing Dr and Arlington Blvd, have applied for a site plan amend-
ment to allow Minnieland to operate a childcare center in the retail 
space. When the Site Plan was approved in 2008, a small-format 
grocer was envisioned for the prime corner retail spot at Pershing 
& Arlington Blvd. Equity Residential was not able to find a grocer 
to take the space, and, pursuant to the original Site Plan condi-
tions, they were granted an administrative amendment to their 
Retail Action & Marketing Plan in August 2012 releasing them from 
the requirement to find a grocer, but still requiring retail. Arlington 
County does not consider childcare to be retail, hence the pro-
posed amendment requiring County Board approval.  

Equity is proposing that ~ 9,047 sq. ft. of the 12,662 sq. ft. of retail 
be a Minnieland Academy childcare center and the remaining ~3,500 
sq. ft. would be a small grocer, The Natural Market. Based on input 
from the LPCA Development Committee, the LPCA sent a letter to 
the County Board in July in support of the proposed amendment 
with several conditions. However, several members of the LPCA 
signed a petition and testified at the hearing against the proposal. 
Therefore, the County Board deferred their decision until October. 
At our September 11 meeting, Equity will be on hand to answer any 
questions, and we will discuss the merits of the proposal and vote up 
or down whether to officially support the proposal or not.

Sidewalk for 9th St N
When the Garfield Park project was approved years ago, one of the 

negotiated community benefits was a $50K contribution to mitigate 
traffic impacts of the development. $5K was used to construct 
nubs mid-block on Garfield St, but $45K remains and Arlington 
County has identified the need for a sidewalk on the north side of 
9th Street between Highland and Garfield Streets as a possibility. 
We will discuss this at our September 11 meeting, and if there is 
a general consensus, we will vote to endorse this use of funds. If 
alternative uses are brought forth that warrant further discussion, 
there will be no vote in September, pending further discussion and 
analysis of the alternatives.

A

Development & Business News
By ERIK GUTSHALL

The new retail-apartment building on the corner of Route 50 
& Pershing Drive.



ave you visited the demonstration garden sponsored by AFAC 
at the Arlington Central Library? I’ve found it a treasure trove 

of information and inspiration. On a recent Wednesday evening, 
Fall planting was the topic of a talk presented there by Don Weber, 
USDA-ARS entomologist and volunteer gardener. Don kindly gave 
us permission to publish excerpts from his handout in our newslet-
ter. It’s a concise guide to Fall gardening tailored to Arlington. To 
read more about the garden and Don’s presentation see
www.northernvirginiamagazine.com/arlingtoncounty-is-for-fall-
vegetable-gardening.

To find out about other demonstration gardens and gardening pro-
grams nearby check out the website for the Master Gardeners of 
Northern Virginia www.mgnv.org and also google Urban Agriculture 
in Arlington. Lyon Park garden enthusiasts are organizing a “sup-
port group” to cheer each other on and to learn from each other 
and local experts. Our first meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
September 18 at 7:30, place TBD. If you’d like to join us please 
contact me at kitgaryp@gmail and I’ll keep you informed.

Highlights from talks in the Garden — 7 August 2013 
People’s Garden at the Central Library 
Fall gardening begins NOW! Planting now will allow you to harvest 
fresh vegetables up to and past fall frosts. Many vegetables can be 
planted in August and September for fall harvest. 

There are three groups of crops which can be planted now: Later 
plantings of warm-season crops, such as cucumbers, summer 
squash, and beans, can be harvested until the first killing frost, 
which is around early to mid-November in Arlington. Cool-season 
crops, such as broccoli, cauliflower, bok choi, cabbage, lettuce and 
peas, grow well during the cool fall days and they will withstand 
light frosts. Frost-hardy crops like carrots, leeks, kale, Brussels 
sprouts, spinach, beets, and turnips, can be harvested long after 
freezing weather. Timely planting is the key to a successful fall 
garden. See the chart on the following page for guidance specific 
to ARLINGTON. 

Additional tips: 
Prepare the soil by restoring nutrients removed by earlier crops. A 
light layer of compost will boost soil nutrients before planting fall 
crops. Dry soil may inhibit seed germination during late summer. 
Make sure the soil is moist before, and cover seeds more deeply 
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H

Let’s Get 

Growing!
By KIT PUTNAM

News for Lyon Park Gardeners
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www.coupardarchitects.com
(703) 533-3210

WORKING WITH YOU TO MAINTAIN
THE CHARM AND INTEGRITY
OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

 

Your Orange Line Specialists 
M MMMM

Call today for a free 
market analysis on
your home’s value. 

Tour our homes @ 
www.roncathellteam.com 

Ron Cathell 
Realtor. MBA 
Keller Williams Realty
 
 

703-975-2500

A rough Guide for Planting vegetables 
for fall Harvest in Arlington

Beans  1½”  3-4”  7/15-8/15 
Beets  1 “  2”  8/15-9/15 
Bok choi  transplants  6-12”  8/1-9/15 
Broccoli  transplants  14-24”  8/1-9/1 
Brussels sprouts  transplants  14-24”  8/1-9/1 
Cabbage  transplants  14-24”  8/1-9/1 
Carrot  3/4”  2”  8/15-9/15 
Cauliflower  transplants  14-24”  8/1-9/1 
Chard  1-1/2”  6”  8/1-9/15 
Collard  transplants  14-24”  8/1-9/1 
Cucumber  3/4”  12-48”  until 8/15 
Garlic  cloves @ 2”  6”  9/15-11/1 
Kale  transplants  14-24”  8/1-9/15 
Leeks  transplants  6-12”  8/15-9/15 
Lettuce  3/4”  2-3”  8/1-9/15 
Peas or Snow Peas  2-3”  1”  8/1-9/1 
Radish  3/4”  1”  8/1-10/1 
Spinach  3/4”  3-4”  8/1-10/1 
Summer Squash  2”  18-36”  until 8/15 
Turnip  3/4”  2-3”  8/15-10/1

   fALL
 DEPtH   Planting
vEGEtABLE for fall SPACiNG  dates 

than in the spring (chart adjusted already for this). An old method 
for germinating seeds in midsummer is to plant, water well, and 
place a board (not cedar or pressure-treated) over the row, and 
check daily until the sprouts are visible, then remove the board. A 
thin organic mulch on top will help keep the soil cool and moist. 
Mulching between rows also helps keep soil cooler and moister. 

Transplants can withstand heat, drought and pests better than 
direct-seeded plants. If you do seed directly, use pelletized seeds 
for carrots, or for other seeds, pre-sprout seeds indoors, allowing 
them to reach a length of less than an inch. Sprouted seeds may 
be planted deeper than normal to help prevent drying out, and 
they should be watered well until they break the soil surface. Care 
should be taken not to break off the sprouts when planting them. 

Fall plantings MAY have few insect problems, as they avoid the 
peak insect activity period of midsummer. However, some insects, 
such as cabbageworm and harlequin bug, may be even worse late 
in the year than in summer. Avoid some pests and diseases by ro-
tating crops of different families, or providing a week or more break 
between spring and fall crops of the same type.

Some of the best-quality vegetables are produced during the warm 
days and cool nights of the fall season. Protection of vegetable 
plants from frost extends your season even further. Use plastic 
sheets, old blankets or tablecloths, or newspaper, but remember 
to remove these coverings by mid-morning, or the heat of the sun 
may damage them.
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efore the arrival of the first European settlers, the D.C. area – 
including Arlington — was home to numerous different Native 

American groups. Arlington was right on the northern border of the 
vast and complex Powhatan Confederacy, whose tribes included 
the Rappahanocs, the Chesapeaks, the Patowomekes, and many 
others. The Confederacy’s territory covered almost 20,000 square 
miles, and some of their village sites were over 4,000 years old. 

By the early twentieth century, however, there was little evidence 
left of Arlington’s Native American past. Instead, Arlington was an 
area in transition. Once dotted with dairy farms, the region was rap-
idly beginning to transition into a more densely populated suburb 
of Washington, D.C. With its streetcar line and its proximity to Fort 
Myer, Arlington — and Lyon Park — began to attract a growing 
number of families and married couples. 

One of these couples was Raymond and Gertrude Bonnin. In the 
mid-1920s, they moved to a little house on the corner of North 
Chestnut Street (now Barton Street). Like so many other new Lyon 
Park residents, they moved there to be close to work: Raymond 
Bonnin, a U.S. Army captain, was stationed at Fort Myer. 

Yet this couple was also very different from the majority of the other 
new homeowners in the neighborhood: they were Native Ameri-
cans (both from tribes belonging to the Sioux Confederation) who 
had spent their early professional lives in service and activism on 
behalf of Native communities in the United States. After moving to 
Lyon Park, Gertrude Bonnin would spend the rest of her life work-
ing to promote and preserve Native American rights.

When she first arrived in Lyon Park, Gertrude Bonnin had already 
lived a dramatic life. Born in 1876 to a Yankton Sioux mother and 
an Anglo father, Gertrude spent her first years in South Dakota on a 
Yankton reservation. By her own account, her early childhood was 
idyllic. “I was a wild little girl of seven,” she wrote. “Loosely clad in a 
slip of brown buckskin, and lightfooted with a pair of soft mocca-
sins on my feet, I was as free as the wind that blew my hair.” 

She wrote fondly of running to neighbor’s wigwams, listening to the 
legends told by the old men of the reservation, and spending time 
running free in the prairie with her friends. One of her favorite activi-
ties was beadwork: her mother was an accomplished bead artist, 
and soon young Gertrude began to make necklaces, beaded belts, 
and moccasins to give as gifts to her friends on the reservation.

Her happy childhood ended early, however, when she was sent to 
White’s Manual Labor Institute in Wabash, Indiana, one of the many 
Indian boarding schools whose mission was to make Native Ameri-
can children assimilate to Anglo culture. There, she was forced 
to leave behind her birth culture and traditions, and assimilate to 
Anglo culture by converting to Christianity and learning English. 

A Slice of Lyon Park History

By JULIA yOUNG

B

The Story of Zitkala-Sa, a Lyon Park Activist 
for Native American Rights

“Zitkala-Sa” by Gertrude Käsebier 1898 (Photo courtesy 
of the National Museum of American History, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D.C.)



For Gertrude, the experience was traumatic. She recounted how 
school officials forced her to cut off her long hair – something that 
was especially difficult for her, since the only Sioux who wore short 
hair were “mourners … and cowards!” Although she tried to evade 
her haircut by hiding under a bed, she was inevitably discovered. 
Soon after, she recalled, “I felt the cold blade of the scissors against 
my neck, and heard them gnaw off one of my thick braids. Then I 
lost my spirit.”

Despite the indignities of the school environment, there were also 
bright points. The school was run by Quakers, who took a some-
what more progressive approach to Indian education. In addition, 
Gertrude was an excellent student with a talent for dramatics, 
public speaking, and music. After graduating, she decided to 
continue her education. She eventually studied at Earlham College 
in Indiana, where she won honors for her oratory skills. She also 
became an accomplished violinist, winning a scholarship to the 
Boston Conservatory of Music. 

Despite her achievements as a scholar and musician, Gertrude felt 
called to return to her Native American roots. In 1899, she took 
a teaching position at the Carlisle Indian School in Pennsylvania, 
where she played as a soloist with the school’s orchestra at public 

concerts. Her music brought her public attention: she was featured 
in the Brooklyn Times, and photographed by the famous photogra-
pher Gertrude Käsebier. In 1900, she even played with the Carl-
isle School band at the Paris Exposition. Yet she increasingly felt 
tension between her desire to stay true to her Sioux roots and her 
acceptance in the white world. As she stated: 

“In the process of my education I had lost all consciousness of the 
nature world about me… Like a slender tree, I had been uprooted 
from my mother, nature, and the Great Spirit. Now I seemed to be 
a cold bare pole, planted in a strange earth.”

For Gertrude, the only remedy for this uprootedness would be to 
tell the world the story of her people. In 1900, she began publishing 
articles, poems, and stories about her own experiences and Native 
American traditions. She also began to publicize the abuses that she 
and other Indians had suffered. Writing under the name of Zitkala-Sa 
(“Red Bird”), she had launched a remarkable career as a writer and 
activist. Although she didn’t know it then, her career would eventually 
bring her to a little local Potomac bluestone house in Lyon Park.

To be continued….
In the October edition of the Lyon Park Citizen!
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Lyon Park Yard and Bake Sale
Saturday, October 12, 2013
8 AM to 2 PM in Lyon Park

Unload all that accumulated trash--oops, we mean TREASURE!
Rent a space for $15, or two for $25

Residents and guests (yoo-hoo! Ashton Heights?!?!?)
are encouraged to participate.

Need a table? Rent ours for $5 each
Let us do the advertising and attract the crowd.

For information, or to volunteer to help, contact
Margaret Scrymser
scryms23@comcast.net
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ore than 100 children in bright colored T-shirts recently en-
joyed a wonderful afternoon in Lyon Park. The occasion? The 

culmination of a six-week Summer Camp run by AHC Inc., a non-
profit affordable housing developer based in Arlington. The director 
of the program, Jen Endo, lives in Lyon Park and was able to rent 
the space for the 100+ kids to enjoy. It was a fabulous summer day 
– clear skies and no humidity – and the kids had a blast. 

The main event of the day was a lively relay race that tested estima-
tion skills (floating boats in pails of water), graphing and mapping 
abilities (helping blindfolded partners find clues), engineering cre-
ativity (building paper airplanes that could fly a certain distance) and 
literacy skills (figuring out a word puzzle).

“We’ve found that the children really get excited about learning 
when we include competition in the formula,” explains Mary Zam-
brano, AHC Resident Services Assistant Director. “Plus, they are 
having so much fun that they don’t even realize they are building 
their math or reading skills.”

Studies have shown that students experience substantial learning 
loss over the summer months — particularly low-income young-
sters -- that can negatively affect their educational progress. AHC’s 
Summer Camp aims to prevent learning loss with stimulating 
hands-on projects, fun field trips and regular physical activities like 
weekly swimming excursions. 

The formula is working. Last year, 93% of AHC’s campers experi-
enced NO reading loss after the summer and 46% increased their 
reading level.

AHC’s Summer Camp is one of three year-round programs, which 
also include After-School for elementary students and a Tutoring/
Mentoring Teen program. Because AHC’s community centers are 
located right in the organization’s affordable apartment complexes, 
the education programs are an active, vibrant part of the communi-
ties. The strategy is paying off. Since AHC began tracking gradu-
ation rates in 2008, all of the program’s high school seniors have 
graduated from high school and many have gone on to college – 

often the first in their families to reach that milestone.

But to the children running around Lyon Park a few weeks ago, 
school and college were a distant consideration. Their main con-
cerns were creating the best flying paper airplanes, helping team 
mates find clues, pulling the hardest in a tug of war, and winning 
the relay race. There was lots of laughter, jumping up and down 
and just plain old fashioned fun. Lots of learning was going on, too, 
but don’t tell the kids! 

Summer Campers Enjoy Lyon Park
By CELIA SLATER

M
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oncerned neighbors have successfully advocated for a trans-
formation of the new Buttes located on the Route 50/Wash-
ington Blvd intersection, to more pleasing forested mounds. 

The road construction waste soil mounds (Buttes), created at the 
interchange, continue to attract the attention of passing traffic and 
nearby residents. A small committee of interested Ashton Heights 
& Lyon Park neighbors has been meeting with VDOT and Arling-
ton County staff to understand the project’s plans and lobby for 
the restoration of hundreds of trees removed for the project. We 
learned that VDOT initially designated one of the interchange’s 
clover leafs for the project’s equipment staging area and waste soil 
dumping location. Excavation at the Courthouse/Route 50 inter-
change uncovered substandard soil which necessitated its removal 
and relocation, which resulted in the creation of a second mound.

Thanks to assistance from our state Delegate Patrick Hope, 

Arlington County’s Forrester, Vincent Verweij and our committee 
representative, Brooke Alexander, we have met twice with VDOT 
to express concerns about the mounds and loss of trees. VDOT 
instructed its contractor to lower and regrade the mounds with 
more gentle slopes and add 3 feet of soil and organic material over 
each mound’s surface. VDOT has also agreed to reforest using 
native trees selected by the County and our neighborhood commit-
tee.  Larger 1 ½ inch caliper trees will be planted around the base 
of the mounds and 5 foot tree whips will be planted 10 feet apart 
on the slopes. VDOT will obtain a two-year service contract to 
weed, water and maintain the mounds, as well as replace any trees 
not surviving those first two years. VDOT will intends to welcome 
local citizens (perhaps Tree Stewards) to prune the trees after the 
expiration of the two-year maintenance agreement. Tree planting of 
the mounds should commence during the spring of 2014 and be 
completed by the following fall.

That’s	a	Butte	Hon!!
By BILL ANHUT
Lyon Park’s Tree Steward

C

A route 50 Construction update

time to renew your LPCA Dues! 
We Need your Support!

Welcome back! It is time to renew your LPCA annual dues! It is critical that each and 
every member of the Lyon Park community join the civic association. The more robust 
our neighborhood association is, the better off we all are in Lyon Park. LPCA is 
the BEST deal in town. We work hard on behalf of the entire community all year long, 
even over the summer! Membership is $10 annually. Our lifetime membership dues 
are $250! Please remember your dues make a difference.

PLEASE PAy your LPCA DuES
Please	complete	this	form	and	mail	it	with	your	check	to:	
LPCA Membership, 414 N. fillmore St, Arlington, vA 22201

q	Newsletter	Donation	@	$10,	$20,	$30	and	up

q	Household	@	$10		q	Renew	for	Two	Years	@	$20		q	Lifetime	@	$250

NAME

ADDRESS

HOME	PHONE

E-MAiL

q Add	me	(us)	to	the	community	listserve

Community volunteer interests: 
(Check	all	that	apply)

q Neighborhood	Conservation
q Community	Center	and	Park
q Development	issues
q Social	Events	(Holiday	Party,	Halloween)
q Spring	Fair
q Homes	and	Gardens	Tour
q Traffic	issues
q Newsletter
q Trees	and	Conservation
q All-purpose	volunteer



Classified Ads

tEEN BABySittiNG

Nick	Bornbusch,	15,	Red	Cross	certified,	no	infants,	351-9360

Bryan	Burgess,	16,	Red	Cross	certified,	527-3740

izzy	Franklin,	16,	Red	Cross	certified	–	Babysitting	&	
Mother’s	Helper	

Lauren	Karpinski,	17,	524-1575

Stephen	Moran,	16,	Red	Cross	certified,	351-7852

Katelyn	Rowland,	16	,	Red	Cross	&	Girl	Scout	certified,	CPR	
and	AED	(automated	external	defibrillator)	training	Experienced	
with	infants	and	children	1-9,	&	mother’s	helper,	525-9049

Helen	Turvene,	15,	Red	cross	certified,	no	infants,	528-3438

Carolyn	Grahn,	16,	Red	Cross	certified	babysitter,	pet-sitting	
&	dog	walking:	703-243-9212.

otHEr SErviCES

Lawn	care:	Daichi	Monma	(12	years	old)	Phone:	571-488-
8918	Email:	cafepazzo@gmail.com

Matt	Nice,	age	16,	703-522-6291,	can	rake	leaves,	shovel	
snow,	mow	lawns	and	perform	any	household	chores.

Lillie	Scheer	is	offering	math	tutoring	services	for	kids.	if	you	
are	interested	contact	susan@fishinfiddler.com.

B.	Brennan	is	offering	Mandarin	Chinese	tutoring	services	for	
people	of	all	ages.	if	you	are	interested,	contact B2water@
Yahoo.com.

Taylor	Henninger	is	offering	piano	lessons	to	students	of	all	

ages.	if	you	are	interested	contact	tahennin@indiana.edu.

Where can i find someone to take 
me for a walk? 

GEt SoMEoNE’S AttENtioN! The Citizen is hand 
delivered to 1,900 households each month. Use area code 
703 below unless otherwise noted.

Great reviews on the Lyon Park List Serv!

www.CallSmartElectric.com

Chosen By 
Your Lyon Park Neighbors

As Their Electrician

703-914-0044

Randy McKeen – owner

“You Can Count On Smart Electric,

Because You Can Count On Me”

Licensed Master Electrician
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Lyon Park Citizen’s Association Annual Meeting: Wednesday, 
September 11, 7:30 PM. Do not miss it! Elections, Voting on Persh-
ing Dr. Development issues and much more! Bring a snack in the 
spirit of Autumn to share!

Lyon Park Woman’s Club (Not just for Women):  Friday, 
September 20, 12 noon. Potluck luncheon, bring a dish to share. 
Membership meeting, please come and join the friendships. The 
Woman’s club helps with community house events, and supports 
the community center.

Community yard Sale: October 12th, 9 AM – 2 PM. Contact Marga-
ret Scrymser: scryms23comcast.net to reserve a space or help out.

Children’s Holiday Costume Parade: Saturday, October 26, 
morning.

Lyon Park Spaghetti Dinner: Saturday, October 26, evening 
(watch for more info).

CABOMA (Capitol Area Bluegrass Old-time Music Association): 
Open jams, 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month, 2:00 – 6:00 PM

1920 Lyon Park Sales Brochure: Reproduction copy. 24 pp., 
Gary or Kit Putnam, (703) 527-2266. $$5 each. All proceeds ben-
efit the Lyon Park Community Center.
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Lyon Park Community Center Events

The Lyon Park Community House is a gathering place and social hub year round. 
The above picture was taken at an amazing jazz concert this summer which 
raised funds for renovating our historic community house!

For more information on 
renting out 

the Lyon Park 
Community Center 

click on 
www.lyonpark.info, 

or contact 
LPCC Rental Agent, 

Shirley Larson, at 
703-527-9520 or 

rent@lyonpark.info.
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Featured & on the Cover:
Cottage Living Magazine

December 2006

Architect Designed.    
Expertly Crafted.  

Custom Homes & Additions.

Considering an addition, 
renovation or new home? 

To schedule a Free consultation visit us at 

www.MickeySimpson.com or call (703) 525-5020


