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A nonpartisan publication serving Lyon Park residents’ common interests

Citizen
LYON PARK

The Newsletter of the Lyon Park Citizens Association

Stay tuned this month & next for The Lyon Park Woman’s Club Spring cupcake sale, the Lyon Park/Ashton 
Heights’ Home and Garden Tour, and one of our community’s signature events, the Lyon Park Spring fair!  
Also don’t forget Lyon Park’s tree Canopy fund is taking applications NOW!

LPCA Meeting
At the Lyon Park Community House

April 9th, 2014
7:00 PM-Meet & Greet
7:30 PM Meeting Starts
•	 Introductions	&	News	Updates
•	Vote	and	discussion	on	the	Danville/
Daniel	Strteet	Sewer	Pipe	Issue

The Lyon Park Annual Chili Dinner was a huge community success! Lyon Parkers enjoyed fabulous chili and the company of 
wonderful neighbors.

Lyon Park

Spring Cupcake Sale

Com
ing April 18th & April 19th!
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LPCA monthly minutes can now be found online at www.lyonparkcitizens.org
Printed	on	

recycled	paper

he joint Lyon Park/Ashton Heights 
meeting on traffic safety began at 7:30 

pm. LPCA President, John Goldener, indicat-
ed that tonight’s topic about pedestrian and 
vehicular safety was a result of the conversa-
tions on the listserv over the past month, and 
coincided with the death of an APS parent at 
Tuckahoe, and the incident with a parent with 
a baby carriage being hit at 10th and N High-
land. Ashton Heights President Scott Sklar 
echoed the concerns from all angles. This 
meeting is the start of an ongoing dialogue, 
and the community associations will work 
together to find solutions.

Panel:
Kyle Lucas, safe routes to Schools coordina-
tor, Stephanie Taylor, Transportation Engineer 
and Operations, Rich Viola, Transportation 
Planning Dupervisor, Tim McIntosh, Trans-
portation Planner from CPHD, Jay Fisette, 
Chairman, County Board

Jay Fisette started the conversation. He 
mentioned the death of the mother at Not-
tingham, and noted that we don’t know 
whether speeding was the issue or not. 
There have been no conclusions. When 
Jay joined the board 16 years ago, people 
wanted stop signs at every intersection, but 
studies had shown that it doesn’t work for 
many intersections. A lot of energy has been 
put into neighborhood conservation and safe 
routes to schools. He indicated that before 
he was elected, he was a different kind of 
driver, and he has become more attuned 
to pedestrian and safety issues in his time 
on the board. Nubs, curb cuts and other 
solutions that expand the pedestrian islands 
make things safer. Smart technology to delay 
traffic is also integrated, and we don’t see 
as many right turn on reds being allowed for 
safety reasons. The whole area of pedestrian 
safety has led to a lot of education, and Jay 
mentioned the PALs initiative.

As we move to the concept of complete 
streets, all safety aspects and the activi-
ties occurring in the right of way are being 
considered and more awareness is required. 
Neighborhood traffic calming task force was 
formed several years back. It was citizen-led 
with options and measures documented as 
tools to address specific issues. The traf-
fic calming tools are part of the operating 
budget, and the largest issues are addressed 
first. It has been adjusted over the years, but 
there has been some push back from neigh-
borhoods about some of the tools, like speed 
humps. With the fact that most of the serious 
issues have been dealt with, the Board has 
de-funded it and has been replaced with a 
committee focusing on complete streets.

John Goldener then asked Ms. Taylor to 
speak about her program. Her group looks at 
street plats and studies proposals to ensure 
plans conform to national and state stan-
dards, as well as the concerns of neighbors. 
They mostly do spot improvements. How 
do they receive input on where spot im-
provements should be done? They receive 
concerns from residents via phone, email, 
facebook, etc. They assess all requests and 
do a study to determine what measures 
should be taken. There is an install team that 
then puts the solution in place.

Mr. Viola’s group works with the planning 
process, like site plans, to look at sidewalk 
widths, driveways, streets, cross-sections 
and assess pedestrian safety. They also 
work directly with communities when the 
County Board or the manager make specific 
requests. They did some safe routes to 
schools projects related to safety around 
Long Branch elementary a few years ago. 
Lyon Park does have some residual funding 
for a few local projects, about $45K.

Mr. McIntosh then spoke about the projects 
and partner on complete streets. Projects 
come from the neighborhoods, centered 
around the neighborhood conservation plan 

t

Continued on Page 6

By KATHLEEN McSWEENEy

March Meeting Notes

Note: Regular Lyon Park business was con-
ducted in the hour before the joint meeting, 
but the Secretary, Kathleen McSweeney, 
was not able to attend.
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his year’s biggest community event—the annual Spring Fair—
is Saturday, May 17, 2014. Joline McGoldrick will again take 

the lead, assisted by Jessica Blaszczak and Polly Hall. This event 
requires dozens of volunteers; the last time I counted, we needed 
at least 72 people to make it go. Are you one of those wonderful, 
selfless, brave individuals who could give a little time? Here’s what 
we need:

•	 Sturdy	Stevedores: Calling all muscular, physically fit, rippled 
and six-packed brutes and brute-esses to help with set-up on Fri-
day evening (around 4 or 5 PM), May 16 and Saturday morning at 
9 AM. Then, we need a few hearty souls Saturday afternoon from 3 
PM to 5 PM. All of the booths must be pulled from the cellar, wiped 
down, and assembled. Then, we reverse the process! Please con-
tact Polly Hall at pollyhall@verizon.net or (631) 258-3805. We need 
a dozen practical athletes for this task, and if you can even come 
for one hour, we need you!

•	 Playful	Adults: On the day of the fair, we need adults to staff 
the booths. Key word: adults. Often, parents contact us and 
“volunteer” their kids. We must have a corps of adults because the 
fair is simply a fiasco at times, and we need adult judgment and 
maturity. Yes, we can use teens (see below), but you there—yes 
you, the one who’s old enough to drink legally—we need you! 
Please contact Joline McGoldrick at jolinemcgoldrick@gmail.com 
or (646) 251-3912, and she’ll pencil you in for one two-hour shift on 
the dart board, the lollipop tree, the ponies, or a similarly exciting 
booth. We need around 36 people for this!

•	 Teen	Citizens: Your school requires volunteer hours, does it? 
Yes, we can use you at the fair in a variety of capacities. Yes, we 
will document your participation. Balloons need to be inflated, er-
rands need to be run, and at the end of the day, we need to break 
down the entire fair and put it away. Please contact Joline McGold-
rick at jolinemcgoldrick@gmail.com or (646) 251-3912. We need a 
dozen teens to help.

•	 Crafty	Creators: Again this year, we will rent booths to crafters. 
This is not a juried event, so if you’ve always wondered if your stuff 
will sell, contact Jessica Blaszczak at wjessica1@yahoo.com or 
(202) 536-9714, and rent a table.

•	 Nibble	Nurturers: The kitchen gets busy, because fair-going 
is hard work and kids need food. Can you give two hours in the 
kitchen? We need money handlers, hot dog makers, wrap whipper-
uppers, and someone to keep Gary Putnam focused! Can you help 
for one or two hours? Contact Gary at putnam.gary@gmail.com or 
(703) 527-2266.

•	 Green	Gods	and	Goddesses: Lyon Park’s Garden Group will 
run the plant sale. Can you contribute plants from your yard or any 
garden-related items? Books? Pots? Planters? Please contact Kit 
Putnam at kitgaryp@gmail.com at (703) 527-2266. Note: Please re-

pot donations as soon as possible—they sell well when they look 
established and spry in a pot.

•	 Benevolent	Bakers: The Woman’s Club bake table appreciates 
donations. Think: KIDS. Cookies, cupcakes, and things they can 
pick up and eat immediately. We do see a fair share of folks who 
want something to take home, so pies, cakes and breads work 
too. Please contact me at jywickrph@aol.com or (703) 524-8531 if 
you can help. A tip here: If you’re baking in May for something else, 
double the batch and freeze some for the Fair!

•	 Cake	Walk	Benefactors: The kids love the cake walk, and for 
that, we need cakes or cupcakes in sixes. Can you do it? Please 
contact Polly Hall at pollyhall@verizon.net or (631) 258-3805. We 
need about 24 designated donations for this event.
Many thanks in advance for your help and commitment to this 
event. It’s been an annual occasion since 1925, and it’s on rain or 
shine!

Three	Things:	A	Quick	Read	from	Your	Board	of	Governors
(1) The Lyon Park Community Center’s permits are “this close” to 
being approved. This means that renovation will be a reality very 
soon. Once the permits are approved, our Building Committee will 
work on some value engineering and our Fundraising Committee 
will step up visibility. Under consideration: offering a weekly auction 
item. If you have something to donate (an item, baked good, or 
service), please let me know.

(2) We thank Liz Delmar, Michael O’Connor and the Woman’s Club 
for sending end-of-the-year letters acknowledging 2013 donations. 
We thank all neighbors who gave in 2013, and those who used the 
enclosed envelope or went to PayPal to send just a little more in 2014.

(3) Your Community Center needs volunteers. Let’s do it this way: 
Contact me if you can give one or two hours a week or a month, 
and we’ll find something that exploits your skills and interests. 
Please remember: Throughout life, having community service on 
your résumé never hurts! 

Contact me at (703) 524-8531 if you can help!

Do it for the Kids!

t

Chair of the Board of Governors
By JEANNETTE WICK
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fter Lyon Park was established in 1919, where did Lyon Park 
children go to school? The answer is Henry Clay School, 

which was built in 1926 on the site of Henry Clay Park. Fillmore 
School, which later became Long Branch, was built in 1953. Here 
are some remembrances from students who attended Henry Clay 
School.

The Dodge family built their home on N. Fenwick Street and N. 1st 
Street in 1934, and all four children attended Henry Clay School. 
Mary Lou and John Dodge went to private kindergarten at the 
Lyon Park Community House. In the late 1930’s and early 1940’s 
first to sixth grade children attended Henry Clay School, which 
was two-story brick building, with approximately 10 classrooms, 
huge windows and an auditorium in the middle. Miss Dolly Smith 
was the principal. A music teacher came weekly. She taught voice, 
and there were instruments in the classrooms. Everyone walked to 
school, including most of the teachers.

Mary Lou still has a few issues of the Henry Clay Twitter from 

1941-2. Students wrote news, poetry, essays and more. The 
Henry Clay Twitter won second place in a national school paper 
contest. The effects of World War II were evident, as Clay School 
led all Arlington schools in the county in sales of Defense Stamps 
and Bonds, and the Girl Scouts could not go to their summer 
camp because the Marines had taken it over. A 1952 Henry Clay 
Twitter announced Miss Dolly Smith’s 25th anniversary as princi-
pal, and the PTA presented her a silver tea service.

Mark Wray went to both the Fillmore and Clay Schools, finishing 
up in 1971. He remembers that the piano teacher would put on 
the Nutcracker every December. Band concerts were outside on 
the blacktop, with dinner afterward. Clay School was the place to 
be on Saturday afternoons, with up to 50 kids riding bikes or play-
ing basketball, football, tether ball, or kickball. Pizza orders came 
from Mario’s, still in business on Wilson Boulevard. His mother 
Elizabeth Wray, who still lives in the family home on N. Highland 
Street, was frequently Room Mother for her kids’ classrooms.

Lori Grimm, who now teaches PE at Washington-Lee High School, 
also attended Fillmore and Clay Schools in the 1960’s. Lori and 
her four siblings lived on Edgewood Street, and she now lives in 
her childhood home. She still has her Clay-Fillmore Devils sweat-
shirt and a Clay- Fillmore Cookbook from the 1960’s. Field trips in-
cluded the National Gallery of Art and the Natural History Museum. 
The school put on “You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown” in the 
gymnasium and started a bowling league at Play-mor lanes. The 
safety patrol was at busy intersections, such as Pershing/Highland 
and Pershing/Washington Boulevard.

When Long Branch School opened in 1973, it replaced Clay 
School, Fillmore School, and Maury School (now the Arlington 
Arts Center on Wilson Boulevard). Clay School was used for adult 
education.

The sketchiest part of Clay School’s history was the transition 
to Clay Park. The Lyon Park Neighborhood Conservation Plan 
Amendment of 1982 requested facilities and landscaping at the 
Clay School site at a cost of $42,500. The School Administration 
commented that Clay School may be considered for closing, and 

Some Remembrances of Henry Clay School

A

By TrACy HopKINS

R & M
CLEANING SERVICES

RELIABLE • EXPERIENCED • GOOD REFERENCES
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING • REASONABLE RATES

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT

Free-in-home Estimates
Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasionally
Move-in or Move-out Office

Call MARYEN or RAUL at

[703] 321-5335
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improvements should be postponed. Recent inquiries yielded no 
definitive information about when and how Clay School became 
Clay Park. Nonetheless, Lori Grimm provided a sad but wonderful 
undated picture of Clay School as it was being demolished.

What are other remembrances of Clay School? Look carefully in 
Clay Park for a plaque recognizing the principal, Miss Dolly Smith. 
The Clay School oven and butcher-block table are now used at 
the Lyon Park Community House. Mark Wray recalls that much of 
the rubble from the school was buried at the site, which may ex-
plain why grass doesn’t grow well in some areas. Talk to neighbors 
who may have connections to Henry Clay School, a memorable 
neighborhood school in the wonderful community of Lyon Park.

Do you have more information to share about Henry Clay School? 
Contact Tracy Hopkins, tracy.hopkins@verizon.net or 703-528-3438.

Mark Wray attended Henry 
Clay School in the 1960s, and 
Elizabeth Wray was a Room 
Mother

Clay School, facing 7th Street, is 
being demolished in undated picture 
(Lori Grimm)

Lyon Park Neighborhood Conservation Plan Drawing from 
1982 (APS)

See if you can find this plaque on the 
park grounds

Long Branch student Sas-
san Fiske models a vintage 
Clay-Fillmore Devils sweat-
shirt (from Lori Grimm)

John Dodge and Mary Lou Dodge attended Henry Clay 
School in the 1930s and 40s
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that each civic association works on. They are available to continue 
to work directly with communities to define projects.

Mr. Lucas is in a new position that encompasses education for 
students and planning. The transportation survey earlier this school 
year informs what his office does.

John Goldener opened up the conversation to questions. First 
question: how do we address areas, like Arlington Blvd and Persh-
ing Drive, where cars are flying off the highway into a residential 
neighborhood street? They look at existing traffic calming and as-
sess the efficacy, and then layer additional tools when needed. 
Question: No left turns from Wilson onto neighborhood streets – 
why? It seems that it would be safer to have some left turn signals. 
What are the tools available? 

Question: How do we get our concerns met when things happen? 
Contact County staff. They are interested in trying out innovative 
measures like flashing beacons, as long as we own the road. We 
can do it other places, but will have to ask the state for permission 
on some roads. Where do we call? Call DES, general transportation. 
They can get you to the right person.

John Goldener commented that there do seem to be some hot spots 
along Washington Blvd, Pershing and Washington Blvd. Is there any 
precedent to look holistically at an entire area? Yes, they tend to look 
at arterials and have a special program to do exactly this. Washington 
Blvd and Pershing are on their list, but may take a couple of years. 
Can’t rebuild the street, but will look at what is needed globally.

An observation was made that there has been some balkanization, 
because projects have been done on either side of some neighbors, 
but they were never reached out to or involved. Why? Can this be 

rectified so there is a more balanced approach, especially to include 
contiguous neighbors? Question about where “contiguous” stops – 
how is nearby defined and where do you draw the line? A lot of time 
there is not a logical end.

Natalie Roy mentioned that our community is stretched to update 
our Neighborhood Conservation (NC) document. Can’t the County 
help us write it? John confirmed that we have struggled with it as a 
community. Staff is assigned to assist but traditionally communities 
take the lead on creating it.

What is the lowest speed at which we could get a speed camera or 
to get speed limits reduced? We go as low as 25 miles an hour. The 
code of Virginia and the Arlington County code will allow us to go as 
low as 15 mph around a curb, but they don’t do it on regular streets.

The NC process can pit street against street and neighbor against 
neighbor. Recent issues have been costs, especially the new storm-
water runoff requirements. The County should meet a basic level 
in terms of administering safe streets. Should have an inventory of 
incomplete streets and sidewalks and start working through it, using 
it as a tool to install projects. They do have one called the Neighbor-
hood Infrastructure plan and highlights sidewalks and streets that 
need to be addressed. What department is responsible for going 
through and replacing the sidewalks then? There are depts. respon-
sible for it and they are addressed as funded. They collect pedestri-
an issues, broken sidewalks and map it to review in conjunction with 
the capital improvement program. Several speakers concurred that 
fixing the broken or missing sidewalks are an issue. Sometimes the 
home developers don’t do a great job with sidewalks or utilities.

Jay Fisette closed out by thanking everyone for the interesting 
discussion. The neighborhood roads are very different now than 
they were 27 years ago when he moved in. There have been many 
changes and there will continue to be change as we grow.

There was question about how to integrate safe walk to schools 
program with the larger county transportation planning. Kyle Lucas 
mentioned that Ashton Heights resident Nancy Van Doren (who was 
present at the meeting) is part of the MMTSSSC and there are some 
terrific recommendations coming out of the group. Kyle mentioned 
that walking school buses are a great option for some neighbor-
hoods. How does SRS work with County staff to determine safe 
routes? APS does create transportation maps with routes for all 
modes of transportation. He works closely with Stephanie’s group 
and passes along issues that are raised. He encourages neighbors 
to contact him with school transit issues.

Nancy Van Doren mentioned that the MMTSSC committee has rec-
ommended a shortened walk zone for APS: 1 mile for high school, ¾ 
mile for middle school and ½ mile for elementary. Another participant 
suggested that the civic associations write a letter supporting this 
change, and sending it to the school board. The school board will be 
considering the recommended changes in the next couple of months.

John and Scott thanked the County staff for attending our meeting 
and vowed to continue the conversation. The meeting was ad-
journed at 9:30 pm.

Villas & Vistas
Sunday,	May	18th

$25	per	ticket	in	advance
$35	day	of	event

12-4	PM
4-6	PM	reception

Tours start at 
Lyon Park Community House

Contact	Co-Chairs	for	more	info:
Natalie	Roy	—	Nroyvilla@aol.com

Kim	Franklin—franklin_kim@bah.com

All	proceeds	go	to	
the	LPCC	Renovation	Fund!

March Meeting Notes
Continued from Page 2
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t last the signs of spring are 
here and with them a flood 

of information and inspiration for 
gardeners. Here is only a sampling of 
garden related classes, web resourc-
es, plant sources and garden viewing 
opportunities. Just jump in anywhere 
and soon you will be led to people 
and places who can get your garden 
juices flowing.

CLASSES AND LECturES 

Gardening	Talks	at	the	Arlington	
Central Library Wednesdays, 7 
p.m. March-october 2014 See full schedule at www.library.arling-
tonva.us/eventscalendar
Green Living Expo Saturday, April 26, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Learn 
how to green your home, apartment, community and lifestyle at 
the 5th Annual Green Living Expo, in partnership with the Mason 
Arlington Earth Week Community Fair. For more information: www.
arlingtonenvironment.org 

WEB rESourCES 

virginia Cooperative Extension is a fount of information for 
Virginia gardeners at. Print out The Quick Guide for Gardeners in 
Arlington & Alexandria, VA for a great intro to the topics of pest 
management, lawns, trees, shrubs and perennials, farmers mar-
kets, community gardens, and more. You can also call or consult in 
person with VCE staff at the Fairlington Community Center. Much 
more information available from the VCE website: www.ext.vt.edu

Arlington’s new environment website www.environment.arling-
tonva.us
Green	Spring	Gardens	Park www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/gsgp

PLANt SourCES 

See the VCE Quick Guide listed above for local nurseries that carry 
both native and non-native plants.

Long Branch Nature Center Saturday April 26, 1-5 p.m. There 
will be many native plants to choose from on sale day http://www.
arlingtonva.us/departments/parksrecreation/documents/file91228.
pdf
Parkfairfax	Native	Plant	Sale Saturday April 26, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
http://home.earthlink.net/~sknudsen 
Earth Sangha Native Plant Sale Sunday May 4th, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. http://www.earthsangha.org/wpn/wpn.html
Lyon	Park	Fair	Plant	Sale Saturday May 17, 11 a.m-3 p.m. 
Lyon Park 
Green Spring Gardens, Alexandria hosts several native plant 

sales each year. See their schedule 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
greenspring

GArDENS to viSit

in Alexandria: Waterwise, butterfly, 
scented and tufa gardens at Simp-
son Park; Green Spring Gardens.
in Arlington: Organic vegetable gar-
den at Potomac Overlook Regional 
Park; pollinator garden at Long 
Branch Nature Center, rock quarry 
garden and sunny garden at Bon Air 
Park; theme gardens at Glencarlyn 

Library Community Garden; Plot Against Hunger at the Central 
Library.
in DC: Botanical Gardens (near the Capitol). National Arboretum

And don’t forget, almost every organization listed has opportunities 
for volunteers — a good way to learn and to create good Kommu-
nity Karma!

Let’s Get Growing

A

 

Your Orange Line Specialists 
M MMMM

Call today for a free 
market analysis on
your home’s value. 

Tour our homes @ 
www.roncathellteam.com 

Ron Cathell 
Realtor. MBA 
Keller Williams Realty
 
 

703-975-2500

A GArdEN of INforMATIoN dELIGHTS By THE LyoN pArK GArdEN Group
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Fundraiser
April 23, 2014 (Wednesday)

Lyon Park Community Center Renovation Fund
will receive 25% of all revenue between 4 and 9 pm

Call (703) 528-2828
Pick-up or dine in only

Please say
"This is for the LPCC Fundraiser"

when you order!

zPizza is located at 2710 Washington Blvd (near 7/11)
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We Need Your Support!
Don’t forget to Pay your LPCA Annual Dues!

Are you a member of our Civic Association yet? EVEN THOUGH IT IS APRIL IT IS NOT TOO 
LATE! Send your dues check in TODAY. The civic association is a great place to meet your 
neighbors and get caught up on the latest community news. The $10 dues to join the Lyon 
Park Citizens Association is the best deal in town. And LPCA’s $250 lifetime dues are also 
available for those of you who like the convenience of paying once. By joining LPCA, you 
support one of Lyon Park’s best assets, our community! 

PLEASE PAy your LPCA DuES
Please	complete	this	form	and	mail	it	with	your	check	to:	
LPCA Membership, 414 N. fillmore St, Arlington, vA 22201

q	Newsletter	Donation	@	$10,	$20,	$30	and	up

q	Household	@	$10	q	Renew	for	Two	Years	@	$20	q	Lifetime	@	$250

NAME

ADDRESS

HOME	PHONE

E-MAIL

q Add	me	(us)	to	the	community	listserve

Community volunteer interests: 
(Check	all	that	apply)

q Neighborhood	Conservation
q Community	Center	and	Park
q Development	Issues
q Social	Events	(Holiday	Party,	Halloween)
q Spring	Fair
q Homes	and	Gardens	Tour
q Traffic	Issues
q Newsletter
q Trees	and	Conservation
q All-purpose	volunteer

www.coupardarchitects.com
(703) 533-3210

WORKING WITH YOU TO MAINTAIN
THE CHARM AND INTEGRITY
OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
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3020 N. Pershing Drive
(Corner of Pershing and Highland)
703.527.0420
www.ccapca.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  
       9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
WORSHIP SERVICE: 
     10:30 a.m. 

We love visitors!  If you live in Lyon Park, you are invited to visit 
us this Easter, especially if you don’t regularly attend a church.  
We want to serve you and get to know you. We want to be Lyon 
Park’s community church. 

If you have never visited us, please plan to come this Easter —  
or any Sunday — and see what is happening at Christ Church of 
Arlington. We know you will experience a warm welcome from 
our church family. 

Our doors are always open. 

Christ Church is a congregation of 
the Presbyterian Church in America

This Easter...   10:30 a.m.  
You are invited to join us at Christ Church of Arlington

To all who are spiritually weary and 
seek rest; to all who mourn and 
long for comfort; to all who struggle 
and desire victory; to all who sin 
and need a savior; to all who are 
strangers and want fellowship; to 
all who hunger and thirst after righ-
teousness; and to whomsoever will 
come, this church opens wide her 
doors and offers welcome in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We hope to see you on April 20th!

“God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.”   ~   1 John 4:16



yon Park’s tree canopy coverage has dropped from 43.6% 
in 2008 to 37.2% by 2011, quite an alarming decline. The 

reduction in mature tree canopy coverage is due to the new home 
development throughout our neighborhood. Each new home site is 
required to plant at least 3 young replacement trees to provide 20% 
lot coverage within 20 years.

At this rate the overall neighborhood canopy coverage will con-
tinue to decline. To help reverse this trend, Arlington offers The 
Tree Canopy Fund Program, a developer-funded and volunteer-
administered program, coordinated through neighborhood as-
sociations like ours, that plants nursery-grade, native shade trees 
on private property. To be eligible to receive a tree (a $250-$300 
value) a property owner must demonstrate that the intended 
location is suitable for a large tree, and promise to care for the 
tree (i.e. water it weekly during its first year). Each request will be 
evaluated by a grant review panel based upon site suitability and 
the species of tree requested. Applications must be submitted by 
early June, panel awards will be announced in September and 
the trees will be planted by contracted professionals in the fall. At 
the time of planting, trees are typically 2” in diameter and approxi-
mately 8-10’ tall, and are expected to grow to heights ranging 

from 50-100’ at maturity (depending upon tree species).

The program, in its 5rd year, awards over 500 trees annually. Two 
years ago, 12 trees were planted in Lyon Park—notice how well 
the trees are growing. Many other trees have been planted in yards 
throughout the neighborhood. 

I am the Lyon Park Civic Association coordinator, and have been 
advised that only large native shade trees will receive approval. The 
review panel will favorably consider requests for planting a tree in an 
open and sunny area of your property (particularly on the south or 
westerly quadrants). Special consideration will be given to locations 
where a large canopy tree has been removed. Trees likely to be 
awarded include most oak species, red and sugar maple, beech, 
poplar, river birch, basswood, hackberry, black tupelo, sweet gum, 
sycamore, bald cypress, American holly and Virginia pine. 

To be included with Lyon Park’s application, contact me by e-mail 
(BillAnhut@yahoo.com) or phone (301-908-8204). I will send you 
information on available trees. We will schedule a time for me to 
visit your home, evaluate the planting location and determine a tree 
species to request. All visits must be completed during May.
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By BILL ANHuT
Lyon Park’s Tree Steward
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Classified Ads
tEEN BABySittiNG

Sirena	Pearl,	12,	Red	Cross	certified,	
Mother’s	Helper,	no	infants,	Call	or	e-
mail	to	schedule:	606-3277	or	sirenajb-
pearl@gmail.com

Bryan	Burgess,	17,	Red	Cross	certified,	
527-3740

Izzy	Franklin,	17,	Red	Cross	certi-
fied	–	Babysitting	&	Mother’s	Helper,	
571-236-2008

Lauren	Karpinski,	17,	524-1575

Katelyn	Rowland,	16,	Red	Cross	&	Girl	
Scout	certified,	CPR	and	AED	(automat-
ed	external	defibrillator)	training	Expe-
rienced	with	infants	and	children	1-9,	&	
mother’s	helper,	525-9049

Helen	Turvene,	15,	Red	cross	certified,	
no	infants,	528-3438

Carolyn	Grahn,	16,	Red	Cross	certified	
babysitter,	pet-sitting	&	dog	walking:	
703-243-9212.

Alexis	Rowland,	13,	Babysitter	and	
Mothers	Helper.	Girl	Scout	certified	&	
American	Heart	Assn.	CPR,	First	Aid,	
AED	(automated	external	defibrillator),	
medicine	admin.	trained.	525-9049

otHEr SErviCES

Lawn	care:	Daichi	Monma	(13	years	
old)	Phone:	571-488-8918	Email:	cafe-
pazzo@gmail.com

Matt	Nice,	age	16,	522-6291,	can	rake	
leaves,	shovel	snow,	mow	lawns	and	
perform	any	household	chores.

Lillie	Scheer	is	offering	math	tutoring	
services	for	kids.	If	you	are	interested	
contact	susan@fishinfiddler.com.

B.	Brennan	is	offering	Mandarin	Chi-
nese	tutoring	services	for	people	of	
all	ages.	If	you	are	interested,	contact	
B2water@Yahoo.com.

Taylor	Henninger	is	offering	piano	les-
sons	to	students	of	all	ages.	If	you	are	
interested	contact	tahennin@indiana.
edu.

Experienced	gardener	available	for	
part-time	or	occasional	work.	Lyon	Vil-
lage	reference	(703-527-4533).	Please	
call	Michael	Tanu	240-426-1778.

Hayley’s	Soccer	Academy:	Soccer	
training	by	ODP	junior	player,technical	
skills,	for	players	12	and	under.	$15/
hour.	Please	email:	Hayley.r.roy@gmail.
com

Need	to	restore	and/or	repair	an	
antique	or	contemporary	piece	of	
furniture?		Custom	designs	and	quotes	
available.		Contact	Jason	Busby	at	
703.528.4567

GEt SoMEoNE’S AttENtioN! 
The Citizen is hand delivered to 1,900 households each month. 
Use area code 703 below unless otherwise noted.

Book Review
By pEGGy dEAN

the Warmth of other Suns: the 
Epic Story of America’s Great 
Migration
By	Isabel	Wilkerson
Vintage	Books,	Random	House,	N.Y.,	N.Y.,	October	
2011,	ISBN:	978-0-679-76388-8.	538	pp.	

sabel Wilkerson traces the history of four forbear-
ers through their individual histories, as they, farm 

workers to medical doctors, leave the caste system of 
the Old South for the North or the West. In the decades 
following the Civil War, there was relative freedom for blacks, but by 
the 1880s the South had instituted Jim Crow laws that severely limited 
blacks. Slowly each right was stripped away. In 1905 the Klu Klux 
Klan revived. The ‘separate but equal’ rulings of the Supreme Court 
cemented changes into law while sharecropping fixed blacks’ place 
in the economic hierarchy. With no way to save, debt peonage forced 
each generation to face a wealth deficit that dampened the economic 
prospects of subsequent generations. Wilkerson compares Jim Crow 
with Nazi restrictions on the Jews. 

In the six decades of the Great Migration (1915-1975) over six million 
blacks left the South for a better life. Black intellectuals split over Jim 
Crow: accommodating pragmatism versus impatient radicalism. As 

with most migrations, those with the energy, organization, 
planning and foresight, those with the drive and motivation 
moved. Migrants in the 1960s and 70s were more educated 
than whites; more likely to be married, less likely to have 
children out of wedlock, more likely to be employed, more 
resilient, more determined, more goal oriented. The solid 
wall of northern prejudice that confined blacks to ghet-
tos, restricted union membership, etc., led to decades of 
economic disparity for blacks in a downward spiral. For 
Wilkerson the tracks of racism are still visible.

In the Epilogue Wilkerson poses questions: did the Great 
Migration make families better off? Was the loss of what they left worth 
what they found in the anonymous cities of the north? The answers 
appear to be positive for the nation as a whole and for blacks in 
general, but for the participants, the Great Migration exacted a high 
personal toll.

Although beautifully written, Other Suns suffers from under-editing, from 
a habit of repetition that Wilkerson herself describes in her frustration 
with the epic story-telling of her relatives. Rather than discuss the con-
temporary racial issues, she finds “ … as if on cue, the never-ending 
loop of how people are faring back home and in Los Angeles and what 
they have been through in both places picks up where it left off from the 
last meeting as if it were fresh and new and has never come up before.”

i
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Events at the Community House
reminder:	The	LPCC	will	be	rented	through	the	end	of	July.

Lyon	Park	Citizen’s	Association	Monthly	Meeting,	
Wednesday,	April	9th,	7	PM-Social-Meet	your	neighbors	&	enjoy	
refreshments.	Meeting	starts	7:30	PM,	Lyon	Park	Community	
House.	Meetings	are	the	2nd	Wednesday	of	every	month.

Lyon	Park	Woman’s	Club	(Not	just	for	Women)	Pot	Luck	
Lunches	at	noon	on	3rd	Thursdays:	Bring	dish	to	share	and	en-
joy	friendships	–	it’s	a	boat	load	of	fun!	April	17th	&	May	15th

Community Events:
Lyon	Park	Women’s	Club	Easter	Cupcake	Sale	is	Friday	
April	18th	and	Saturday	April	19th

Lyon	Park/Ashton	Heights	Villas	&	Vistas,	Home	and	
Garden tour!	12-4	PM,	Advance	tickets	$25,	$35	day	of	event.	
All	proceeds	go	to	the	LPCC	Renovation	Fund.	Contact	Nroyvil-
la@aol.com	for	more	information.	

Lyon	Park	SPRING	FAIR	will	be	May	17th

youth Soccer teams	will	be	practicing	in	Lyon	Park,	April	
through June 

CABoMA (Capitol Area Bluegrass old-time Music As-
sociation):	Bring	your	mandolin,	string	bass,	guitar,	git-fiddle	
and	join	in	the	fun!	Open	jams,	2nd	and	4th	Sundays	of	every	
month,	2:00	–	6:00	PM.

Lyon Park Community 
Center Events

For more information on renting out 
the Lyon Park Community Center 

click on www.lyonpark.info, 
or contact 

LPCC Rental Agent, Cindy Stroup, at 
703-527-9520 or rent@lyonpark.info.

NOTE: The LPCC rental period has been 
extended THROUGH THE END OF JULY!

Voted	Best	Residential	&	Commercial	
real Estate Agent by Arlington Sun 

Gazette	Readers	in	2013

Natalie u. roy
realtor®

I am a full service & eco-minded real estate 
professional, who goes the extra mile for each 
client. Specializing in Arlington and the orange line 
corridor, I would love to help provide real estate 
assistance to all of my neighbors in Lyon Park & 
Ashton Heights. I also organize energizing bike 
house hunting tours. Call me today to get started!

Mobile: 703.819.4915
Office: 703.636.7300
homes@bicyclingrealty.com
www.bicyclingrealty.com

Licensed in Virginia and Maryland
Each office is independently owned and operated.
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  Lyon Park/Ashton Heights Golf Tourney   
To Benefit the Lyon Park Community House Renovation 

Sunday, June 29, 2014 • South Riding Golf Club 
 

 
 

The 4th Annual Lyon Park / Ashton Heights Golf Tourney benefiting the restoration 
of the historic Lyon Park Community House will be played on Sunday June 29, 2014, 

1:00 PM at South Riding Golf Club. 
  
Last year, nine teams of 34 participants from the Lyon Park and Ashton Heights communities helped raise over $2,500 for the 
renovation effort. The tournament format is a “Captain’s Choice” team scramble.  Each member of a team plays a tee shot.  For the 
next shot, the team determines the best ball to play, and all team members then play their next shot from that location.  Players 
purchased Mulligan Certificates, to allow “do-overs,” a very stress-free way to play golf!  At the conclusion of play, teams gather for a 
“Picnic Awards Banquet” and the awarding of team and individual prizes. 
  
This year’s event returns to South Riding Golf Club, a beautiful Dan Maples design, well maintained and conveniently located just 
south of Dulles Airport.  The 1 PM shotgun start enables us tee off and finish play at the same time.  The GPS satellite scoring system 
on the golf carts provides a real-time leaderboard so teams know where they stand during play.  

 
Reserve a place in the 2014 tournament by mailing your payment and application below.  Entry fee of $125 per person pays for golf, 
golf cart, range balls, picnic dinner after golf, prizes and includes a $35 tax deductible donation toward the renovation of the Lyon 
Park Community House.  Invite friends to join you or we will place you in a foursome with your neighbors! 
  

Last Year’s Tournament raised over $2,500 and featured prizes generously donated by: 
Saul Centers/Lyon Place Apartments, Liberty Tavern, Lyon Hall, Circa, Peete’s Pizza, Whitlow’s on Wilson, South 
Riding Golf Club, Ri Ra Irish Pub, Pacers, La Tagliatelle, Boulevard Woodgrill, Cheesecake Factory and Mr. Wash 

Car Wash! 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Mail application and check, $125 per player, ($35 of which is a tax deductible donation) payable to “Lyon Park 
Community Center” to:  

Lyon Park / Ashton Heights Golf Tourney 
c/o Bill Anhut 
929 N. Cleveland St 
Arlington, VA 22201 

  
Name(s)______________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail(s)_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell or Home Phone____________________________________________________________ 
 
Payment Amount  $___________________ 



Featured & on the Cover:
Cottage Living Magazine

December 2006

Architect Designed.    
Expertly Crafted.  

Custom Homes & Additions.

Considering an addition, 
renovation or new home? 

To schedule a Free consultation visit us at 

www.MickeySimpson.com or call (703) 525-5020


