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We're moving to NextDoor and you're invited!
Nextdoor.com is a secure, private social
network for neighborhood communities. It’s
the easiest way for neighbors to connect and
share information, and it’s free.
Lyon Park neighbors use this app and/or
website to:
● Quickly get the word out about break-ins
or suspicious activity
● Find a babysitter
● Get recommendations for a plumber
● Post lost dog alerts
● Give away furniture
● Finally call that nice man down the street
by his first name
Find out about Lyon Park news and events, and
help us build a stronger, safer community.
Sign up now so you don't miss anything!

www.nextdoor.com/join
Code: SBCFNC

Please pay your annual dues
See form on page 2

President’s Message
The spirit of giving swept across our community early this holiday season,
powering us past the $6,000 fundraising goal for renovation of the Lyon
Park play areas. Thanks to the generous support of all those who contributed, we will begin the New Year with safer and more attractive play areas, as
well as spruced up picnic tables and park benches. We all owe a special
debt of gratitude to Aaron Scheutz (who got the ball rolling) and Bill Anhut,
who is treasurer of both the Lyon Park Citizens Association and the Lyon
Park Community Center. Bill not only spearheaded the fundraising drive
and gave it a final boost, he also worked closely with the contractor to make
sure that the dollars you donated stretched as far as possible.
We are counting on the spirit of giving to linger through the New Year to
make it a memorable one. In 2019, we will be marking the centennial of the
founding of our beloved community, and we plan to celebrate this momentous event in October. To do so in appropriate style, the most important
donation we need is your time; it is more valuable to us than your money.
Please include giving a few hours a month to the LPCA on your list of New
Year’s resolutions. It will help guarantee the success of our centennial celebration and other activities we have planned for 2019.
We look forward to seeing you at the annual holiday party at the Community Center on Friday, December 14. For those who can’t make it, we send
best wishes for a joyous holiday season!

PS
If you are still need a gift idea for a friend or neighbor, consider giving them
an LCPA membership, and treat yourself while you at it.

Next meeting:
Wednesday,
January 9, 2019, 7:00 PM
Lyon Park Community Center

Classified Ads
GET SOMEONE’S ATTENTION! The Citizen is hand delivered to
1,900 households every issue. Use area code 703 below unless otherwise noted.

TEEN BABYSITTING
Anne Bell, 17, Babysitter. Red Cross Babysitting certified,First Aid, CPR, and Automated External
Defibrillator certification. Please text to schedule: 623-3507
Toby Kant, 15, babysitter, dog walker/ sitter (guinea pig and turtle specialist), house/plant sitter. Call or
email to schedule: 626-6725 or zoekant@yahoo.com
Logan Rowland, 16, babysitter, mother's helper, pet and plant sitter, Girl Scout certified, CPR, First Aid,
AED certification, and medicine administration, experience with disabilities, (703) 915-2073 or
loganashley@verizon.net
Ella Bomberger, 13, mother's helper and babysitter. Red Cross certified. Text/call 571-775-9205 or email
turtleflips10@gmail.com
Mae Seward, 12, babysitter and mother's helper, Red Cross certified. Available weekends. Please call or
text 473-3378.
Kenna Geary, 15: babysitter and mother's helper - Red Cross Babysitting Certified, pet and plant sitter,
too! Please text 571-353-9259 or email kennageary8@gmail.com
Lilly Loughney, 16, odd jobs including (but not limited to) pet sitting, dog walking, house/yard work, and
babysitting/mother's helper. 298-9701 or lillyloughney12@gmail.com
Luka Mota-Clem, 15, babysitter/helper/plant-sitter/dog-sitter/lawn-mower. CPR certified and nut-free. Email
lukamotaclem@icloud.com or text (202) 294-9392.
Sarah Eichorn, 12, babysitter, mother’s helper, petsitter. Call/text 202-364-5874 or email
lauramazz22@gmail.com
Adalie Wilson, 17, babysitter or mother's helper. Worked as a camp counselor at Arlington County camps.
Has experience working with children with disabilities and has Red Cross babysitter certification. Also
available to pet and plant sit. E-mail aawilson54321@gmail.com or call/text 703-855-8279.

Please Pay Your LPCA Dues!
$10/year, $20/two years, $250 for life
Please complete this form (Hint: use a return address label!) and mail it with your
check to: LPCA Membership, P.O. Box 100191, Arlington, VA 22201

Name__________________________________
Address_________________________________
Preferred phone__________________________
E-mail__________________________________
May we add you to the community listsevr? ○ Yes ○ No
Community Volunteer Interests (Check all that apply):
___Neighborhood Conservation
___Community Center and Park
___Development issues
___Social Events (Holiday Party, Halloween)
___Homes and Gardens Tour
___Spring Fair
___Traffic issues
___Newsletter
___Trees/Conservation
___All-purpose volunteer
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The Lyon Park Citizens Association
P.O. Box 100191, Arlington, VA 22201

LPCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Darcy Rosenbaum and Peter Zirnite
presidentlyonpark@gmail.com
Vice-President/Neighborhood Conservation
Thora Colot
thora.colot@gmail.com
Vice-President/Development
Aaron Schuetz
ajschuetz@yahoo.com
Vice President, Communications/Social Media
Sky Adler
sky.x.adler@gmail.com
Treasurer
Bill Anhut, Jr.
(703) 528-3665
billanhut@yahoo.com
Secretary/Historian
Annemaries Selvitelli
astanz10@hotmail.com
Membership Chair
Vicky Hush
vhush@yahoo.com
Sargeant at Arms
John Goldener
goldener@gmail.com
Members at Large
Christa Abbott
christalpca@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Jeannette Wick, Chair
jywickrph@aol.com

(703) 524-8531

IMPORTANT CONTACTS
Community Center Rental Agent
Cindy Stroup
(703) 527-9520
rent@lyonpark.info
Clarendon Alliance Representative
Debbie Kaplan
debbie.kaplan@verizon.net
Listserv
Louise Maus
lcmaus@comcast.net
Civic Federation Reps
Steve Geiger
(703) 522-0026
Erik Gutshall
(703) 276-0809
Larry Juneer
(703) 525-8921
Natalie Roy
(703) 819-4915
Jim Turpin
(703) 248-6988
Doorways for Women and Families Liaison
Erik Gutshall
(703) 276-0809

Newsletter Editor
Daniel Holland
Jeannette Wick
Submissions
Send photos and articles to
lyonparkeditor@gmail.com
Distribution
Helen White
(703) 527-2977
hmwhite33@verizon.net
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Saturday, January 26, 2019.
Pancakes 8-10:30 AM
Beverages and coffee cake 10-11 AM
Please contact Margaret Fibel at
4 in
mfibel002@gmail.com if you3 are interested
helping in the kitchen, with set-up, or with
clean-up.
www.lyonpark.org • December 2018
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It'll be a cold day in March without a little Chili.

WANTED
Dead or alive
(Preferably alive)

CHILI COOK-OFF
COORDINATOR
Previous organizer moseyed along to
Seattle, but left ample notes!
Can you fill the empty boots, podna?
We need to get started with a
March 23, 2019 date in mind!!!
Contact Kit Putnam at (703) 527-2266 to volunteer.
© Can Stock Photo / klenova
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Treehugger Returns: Leaves are Gone, But Trees Need Attention
Bill Anhut
Leaves have dropped and the winter season is upon us. With bare branches, it is a good time
to assess the trees on your property. Consider the following three actions:
1. Prune dead, low hanging or crossing branches (branches that touch or rub against
each other).

Eastern Hophornbeam

American Hornbeam

2.

Mulch trees and flower beds. By mulching now, rather than in the spring, your trees
and plants will benefit from the insulation of the mulch and begin processing nutrients for spring growth. Yes, you can order mulch deliveries from Arlington County
with virtually no wait time.

3.

Plant new trees. All trees provide certain environmental benefits by converting carbon dioxide to oxygen, controlling storm water runoff, and adding to a property’s value. Deciduous trees (those that shed their leaves) are particularly beneficial because
they provide cooling shade in the hot summer months. Are the southern and western facing sides of your home protected from direct sunlight? Are there open areas
in your yard that could support a shade tree? By planting a canopy tree such as an
oak or maple, you will help reverse the Lyon Park neighborhood’s tree canopy decline.

Arlington County offers to plant nursery-grade canopy trees on private property, free of
charge. The spring 2019 Tree Canopy Fund cycle has begun. Application deadline is January 7,
2019. If approved, trees will be planted March-May 2019.
This past fall, eleven residents of the Lyon Park community received canopy trees. In addition,
our park was approved for 4 trees, (a Red Maple, 2 Sycamores and a Pin Oak), to be planted
around the perimeter of the Community Center. Visit the Community Center to get an idea of
the size and quality of the trees.

American Beech

To request consideration for a canopy tree to be planted on your property, please contact me
by email BillAnhut@yahoo.com or telephone (301) 908-8204. Please provide your address,
email address and phone number and one or two choices of trees. We will schedule a visit to
your property to discuss the location and type of tree. Please contact me as soon as possible
to help ensure you obtain the type of tree you desire.

Available trees include American Beech; American Hornbeam; Basswood; Black Gum;
Bald Cypress; Eastern Hophornbeam; Red, Scarlett, White and Willow Oak; Sweetgum

Basswood

Black Gum

Bald Cypress
Scarlett Oak
Sweetgum

www.lyonpark.org • December 2018 018
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The Lyon Park Citizen is hand delivered to 1,900 homes around
the 10th of the month from September through June (10 issues),
with artwork and copy due the 20th of the previous month.
These are our advertising rates:
Ad size

Measures
(In inches)…

Cost

Business card

3.5 by 2.3

$85/month color
$59/month B&W

Quarter page

3.5 by 4.5

$130/month color
$89/month B&W

Half page

7.5 by 4.5

$210/month color
$149/month B&W

Full page

7.5 by 9.5

$350/month color
$249/month B&W

Full page freestanding insert

8.5 by 11

$450/month color
$400/month B&W

We offer a 5% discount for residents who have paid their LPCA
dues, and an additional 10% discount for advertisers who
commit to three or more months in a row. A designer will draft
artwork for an extra 10% charge. Contact
lyonparkeditor@gmail.com to reserve space.
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Community House Rental Rates
Lyon Park and Ashton Heights residents are eligible for
resident rates, but cannot sponsor non-resident events.
Monday – Thursday (8 AM–5 PM, 4 hour minimum)
<75 guests, $50/hour resident; $100/hour non-resident
>75 guests, $75/hour resident; $100/hour non-resident
Monday – Thursday evening (6–10 PM)
<75 guests, $200 resident; $400 non-resident
>75 guests, $300 resident; $400 non-resident
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Holidays
HALF DAY (8 AM–2:30 PM or 3:30–10 PM):
$400 resident; $900 non-resident
WHOLE DAY (8 AM-10 PM):
$750 resident; $1,600 non-resident
Children’s Birthday Rates for children 10 and under,
maximum 40 attendees, booked <2 months in advance:
Two time slots (8:30-11:30 AM) OR (12-3 PM) – Includes
set up and clean up. If your party lasts longer than 3 hours,
please rent at the half-day rates above.
$150 resident; $400 non-resident
Grounds preservation fees:
● $30/inflatable (can only be rented from Arlington TEAM)
● $100/floored tent, $30/pole tent
● $100 grounds fee for ponies and petting zoos
Use of inflatables and/or tents must be approved in advance
and specified in rental contract.
A security deposit is required for all rentals.
MAKE A RESERVATION TODAY!
Check online calendar for availability and complete the
online reservation form at www.lyonpark.info
Find news and more pictures on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/lyonparkcommunitycenter
www.lyonpark.org • December 2018
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819 N Daniel

315 N. Garfield St.

N. Garfield St.
and 3rd St. N.
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“Martha Stewart” Prosciutto Bread
Ingredients

Directions

● 1 packet active dry yeast (or 2.25 teaspoons of
instant yeast)

In bowl of electric mixer fitted with a dough hook, mix yeast and sugar with
warm water (mix yeast with 1.125 cups then rinse deliberately with remaining
0.25 cups); stir until dissolved. Let stand until foamy, 10 minutes.
● Or whisk instant yeast into flour, salt, and pepper. Then add to water in
bowl.

● 2 teaspoons sugar
● 1.375 cups warm water, 100 degrees to 110
degrees
● 1 cup all-purpose flour
● 3 cups bread flour
● 2 teaspoons salt (optional)
● 1 teaspoon ground black pepper
● 4 to 6 ounces prosciutto, chopped into 1/4-inch
dice
● Olive oil, for bowl
● 1 large egg white for glaze
Daniel Holland, coeditor, submitted this recipe
indicating Martha Stewart wouldn’t recognize the
recipe at this point because of his changes
He noted the only required allergen in the MS
bread is gluten. This recipe can be kosher, halal,
vegetarian, and/or vegan if you use beef or vegan
sausage for prosciutto and water spray in place of
egg white
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Add flour, salt, and pepper to yeast mixture. Add meat while mixing on lowest
speed for 5 minutes then increase speed for 1 minute until a smooth ball is
formed (dough will be slightly sticky). Knead dough briefly to evenly distribute
meat through dough.
Transfer to a lightly oiled baking sheet, split dough in half, stretch into log,
then twist dough. Cover with waxed paper or sprayed plastic wrap. Let rise in
warm, draft-free place, for 90 minutes.
● Or, with instant yeast, rise 15 minutes while oven preheats.
Preheat oven to 425 degrees with rack placed in lower third 15 minutes
before putting bread into oven. Bake until top is a dark golden brown, 15
minutes. Then brush top with (one) egg white glaze.
Flip tray around (front/back, left/right) for even heating and reduce heat to
350 degrees. Continue baking for 15 minutes until base of bread sounds
hollow when tapped and sides are golden brown, total of 30 minutes.
Move bread onto cooling rack until completely cool, 1 hour. Bread will keep
wrapped in plastic wrap for 1 to 2 days, although fresh bread always tastes
best.
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10 Facts about Competitive Esports
© Can Stock Photo / duiwoy55

1. Esports are also known as
competitive videogame
playing. Participants consider
Esports to be a "real" sport,
and Esports supports itself
with money from
investments, branding,
advertising, and media deals.

2. Esports fans attend events
in huge arenas, and just like
other sports fans, they wear
team jerseys and often hope to snag a favorite player’s
autograph. It's not unusual for viewers to gather in large venues
and watch giant screens as to players battle. And, this is
happening around the world!
3. Esports surged in popularity recently because of streaming
services’ expanded capabilities. Current streaming services can
broadcast video games to thousands of viewers simultaneously.
Amazon, who is about to become our new neighbor, purchased
the video streaming service Twitch for nearly $1 billion because
it sees a growing future in E sports.
4. Last year, E sports generated $1.5 billion in revenue.
Approximately 258 million fans viewed Esports games. Growth is
expected to continue, and by 2021, approximately 300 million
viewers engage in or view competitive gaming annually.
5. Esports teams are organized into leagues just like regular
sports.
6. Video games that require tremendous competitive acumen
generally are best situated to become an Esport. The biggest
games right now are League of Legends, Dota 2, Counter-Strike:
Global offensive, and Super Smash Bros. Franchise.
7. Esports tends to attract a much younger audience than that of
traditional sports. For marketers, this is a great edge. Marketers
continuously look for ways to reach the younger demographic.
The E sports audience ranges in age from about 21 to about 35,
but a whopping 27% of viewers are between the ages of 10 and
20.

Paige Kellogg
REALTOR®

5900 Kingstowne Towne Center
Alexandria, VA 22315
Cell: 703-598-2785
Office: 703-922-4010
Paige.kellogg@c21nm.com
Licensed in VA

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
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8. Professional gamers who compete often have nicknames,
commonly referred to as “gamer tags.”
9. Professional gamers often go away to training camp, just like
other athletes. In training camp, they go through strength
training, aerobics, yoga, and other physical workouts to improve
their endurance. They also undergo brain scans to measure
stress. And some gamers live in group houses.
10. Some colleges and universities now offer scholarships for
gamers who compete in E sports. And, the US State Department
grants athlete visas to professional gamers who wish to enter the
United States.
www.lyonpark.org • December 2018

Jacob Greenwald
Video games have become an integral part of society over the last
30 years. They have entertained children and adults alike with
graphics, stories, and the ability to take a person to another
world. Another intriguing aspect of video game is the competition
between friends and family. Everyone knows the feeling of
starting a game of monopoly or chess and strategizing how to win
the game. This sense of rivalry between players in physical games
also occurs in the virtual world. One of the biggest industries in
video gaming is competitive gaming. When people compete at
such a level, they will find any advantage they can, even if it
means turning to drugs. As the use of prescription drugs among
competitive gamers becomes more prevalent, the gaming
community needs to examine whether this drug use should be
regulated or used at the player’s discretion.

The Underworld of Gaming

SAY C

Competitive gaming, also recognized as Esports, is an
international success, spanning multiple genres such as 2dimensional fighters, massive multiplier online, and multiplayer
online battle arena. Esports competitions have accumulated
several thousands and even millions of dollars in prize money for
the tournament winners. This overwhelming popularity has led to
various medical professionals stigmatizing the gaming community
as having Internet Use Disorder (IUD). The American Psychiatric
Association (APA) defines this condition as an addiction to
Internet gaming, which from an outside perspective is a very
understandable misconception. The APA also indicates that
people who have IUD experepience anxiety when away from the
keyboard, use games to improve mood, and lose interest in other
activities. One way medical professionals have attempted to treat
this disorder is by using psychostimulants—stimulants that would
otherwise be used for ADHD.

H
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SE

The Controversy
Stimulant use has become commonplace in the gaming
community, even in gamers who lack a proper diagnosis. Since
Esports’ stakes are high, success determines ability to pay bills
and make a living; most players seek even a slight advantage. This
has led to a gaming community controversy: Should they allow
stimulants like Adderall or Vyvanse in Esports or not?
Many Esports players use drugs such as Adderall. One competitor,
after winning a Counter-Strike Global Offensive tournament,
mentions, “We were all on Adderall,” in an interview. Gamers use
Adderall to boost their mental performance, similar to how
traditional athletes use steroids to enhance their physical
prowess. However, a big difference between the two types of
performance-enhancing substances (PES) is accessibility to these
drugs. It’s easier to acquire prescription stimulants than illegal
steroids. Another concern for gamers is their short window of
opportunity. While traditional sportsmans’and Esportsmans’
“primes” are similar, gamers earn significantly less money in their
prime. There are fewer sponsors and lower prize pools. On the
other hand, gamers tend to have more events in a year, but the
events’ intensity can lead to burnout and tendon conditions like
carpal tunnel. This brief window pushes gamers to use PES to
improve their chances. The use of stimulants for off-label
purposes is nothing new to America; experts estimate that
approximately 40% of stimulants are used for non-medical
www.lyonpark.org • December 2018
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purposes. And with the rapidly growing gaming community,
the anti-doping policies will need to change to reflect the
gaming community, not just the world of traditional sports.
The World Anti-Doping Code (WADA) updates its prohibited
drug lists for athletes regularly. It mainly focuses on the
substance’s ability to enhance performance, threaten the
user’s health, and the impact on the “spirit of the game.”
Athletes who require a drug for medical purposes can apply for
exemptions. The gaming community has already tried to limit
PES use for unfair advantage. In 2015, the Dota 2 community,
one of the strictest communities, set policies to prevent PES
use. The company that created the game, Valve, bans anyone
caught cheating for life. However, in the world of psychiatry,
where nearly everything is a gray area, it differentiating
legitimate and recreational use if difficult.
In the fast-paced competitive Counter-Strike: Global Offensive,
where reaction time is a player’s most valuable asset, drugs like
Adderall are every gamer’s best friend. According to Brain and
Behavior, Adderall helps people focus and calm down, which is
crucial during a live tournament with thousands of dollars at
stake. However, Adderall cannot augment a normal person’s
functioning, but rather it corrects ADHD’s deficits. Adderall
may not actually have a significant impact on experienced
players’ gameplay. So why is there such a huge fuss over
stimulants in gaming if there may not even be a scientifically
proven benefit? It is all in the placebo effect. Because gamers
perceive that drugs enhance their focus during competition,
even if Adderall does not significantly change their brains, their
ability is improved.
The Epilogue
With all the fuss around competitive gamer integrity,
tournament organizers debate whether stimulants and other
PES should be allowed. I would like to press the topic further.
If stimulants are benefitting players through the placebo effect,
should they actually be limited or illegal for competitive play?
Should they instead be thought of as a psychological aspect of
competitive gaming? And if limitations are established, should
there be a universal ruling in all of competitive gaming, or have
separate rulings for different games? Often, what determines
the outcome of a game between equal technical players is their
mental game. Should, like traditional sports, PES be allowed
with certain approvals for those who truly have a deficit to
‘even the playing field’?
Page 11

Margaret Dean
Egan is poetic in his descriptions of how the land devastated by the Great Dust Bowl as the
“greatest grassland in the world was turned inside out; how the crust blew away, raged up in
the sky and showered down a suffocating blackness.”

The Worst Hard Time: A December Book (but not a Christmas story)

The great dustbowl (1931-1939) may not even garner a paragraph in an American high school
history book nowadays , but the event should be an ecological bellwether for today. Facts may
not capture the disaster’s intensity and the impact but Nature has the power to reward and to
punish and will be ignored at our peril.
The title is misleading in that, while people are mentioned by name and their suffering is traced
from year to year, this book focuses on the once living land of the High Plains and its murder
and death. Backed by thousands of statistics and individual accounts Egan shows how greed
and ecological ignorance destroyed 33 million acres in six states: SE Colorado, half of Kansas,
the Oklahoma and Texas panhandles, and parts of New Mexico.
The Depression made the Dust Bowl worse. First the buffalo had gone; then the Indians went to make room for the farmers; then,
over-tilled, their agricultural livelihood blew away. With a series of environmental missteps (clear cutting, plowing, single crop
farming, killing birds essential for bug control, grass fires, neglect) combined with extreme weather (erosion, wind, blizzards,
hurricanes, powerful rain, hail storms, plagues of grasshoppers, a decade long drought) and their hubris and ignorance, the farmers
could find no market for their crops and livestock. Later nothing would grow. Unable to meet their mortgages farmers lost their
land. Unmoored the land escaped its root-bound habitat. It blew 10,000 feet high at 60 miles per hour, at times as far as the Atlantic
Ocean. 300,000 tons of top soil blew away. Temperature ranged from 115 degrees in the summer to 14 below in the winter. Animals
died unable to breath, as did people, especially children.
Roosevelt’s government in 1937 began by establishing a committee to determine what had happened and if the manmade damage
could be undone. Then providing subsidies, buying farms, teaching environmental farming with new ways of tilling, using the CCC to
re-sod thousands of acres, tapping into the Ogallala aquifer, planting thousands of trees, the Dust Bowl saw a slow recovery begin.
In his Epilogue, Egan explains that only some of the Great Plains have been recovered. There have been mini dust bowls in 1974-76
and 2000-2003. How easily man forgets the damage he can do to his lifestyle—and even to his own life.
The Worst Hard Time. The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great American Dust Bowl. National Book Award Winner.
Mariner Books, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, NY, NY., 2006. ISBN 13-078-0-618-77347-3. Paperback. 312 pp. Gift.

© Can Stock Photo / Kudryashka

Community Engagement Opportunities, Arlington Public Schools
Arlington Public Schools has several events coming up that may be of interest to you!
*Watch School Board meetings via Livestream, or on Comcast Channel 70 or Verizon Channel 41.
Thursday, Dec 12
School Board Work Session** on Academic Performance Data.
7 PM
Syphax Education Center, 2nd FL School Board Room, 2110 Washington Blvd. 22204
Thursday, Dec 20
7 PM

School Board meeting*. Adopt Elementary School Boundaries and Names for Montessori, New Middle
School & The Building at the Wilson Site (for H-B Woodlawn and Stratford Programs). Full agenda posted
one week prior.
Syphax Education Center, 2nd Floor, 2110 Washington Blvd. 22204
*View Board meetings live online or on Comcast Channel 70 or Verizon Channel 41.
** Watch Work Sessions live online here. Work sessions are opened to the public but no public comments are accepted.
Visit www.apsva.us/Engage to stay up-to-date on engagement opportunities.
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Give That Money, Honey!
I love the feeling of finding that perfect holiday gift for each person in my life, but
let’s face it—money and gift cards are incredibly practical gifts for those people who
are difficult to shop for. This year, add some pizazz to that monetary gift to make it
less boring to give and receive.
1. (S)NAUGHTY or Nice: Use tape to secure dollar bills together in a long row, ending
with a tissue attached to the last bill. Roll up the money and stick it inside of an
empty facial tissue box with the tissue sticking out the top. As your recipient
removes the tissue, money will follow!
2. “Don’t Blow It All in One Place”: Fill a container of your choice with gumballs or
your recipient’s favorite bubble-gum, and hide money or a gift card in the center of
the candy.
3. Color Me Surprised: Buy a pack of crayons, wrap each crayon in a dollar bill, and
put them back in the box. For added fun, pair with a coloring or activity book with
dollar bills tucked inside random pages.
© Can Stock Photo / moshimochi

4. Buried Treasure: Instead of a gift card alone, stick it in a container themed to
match. For example, a manicure jar with a couple of nail polish bottles and a gift
certificate to a nail salon, or a coffee shop card inside a cup from that shop!

© Can Stock Photo / khuruzero

5. Money Talks: If you’re up for a little extra effort, keep your recipient occupied
with a puzzle. Create a word-find, and use the left-over/unused letters to spell
out where the cash is hidden!
6. Food for Thought: For that special foodie in your life, arrange dollar bills to
look like their favorite food. For example, wrap up dollar bills and stick them in a
french fry container, or arrange bills in a circle inside of a pizza box (instead of a
pizza, here’s just the “dough”!)
7. New Year-New Green: Someone in your life just buy a new home, or even set
a goal for the new year to eat a little healthier? Crumple up dollar bills and fill a salad bowl to make a “green salad”,
complete with salad tongs!
8. What A Crappy Gift: Tape some dollar bills together, end-to-end the long-way, and wrap them around an empty toilet
paper tube. If you’re feeling extra cheeky, wrap some actual toilet paper on top.
9. This Gift Really Socks: Buy a silly pair of socks and stick the gift
card or cash inside them.
10. SOUP-er Exciting: Using a can-opener, remove the BOTTOM
of a pop-top soup can, hide the gift inside, and use a glue gun to
re-seal it. Your recipient will open the pop-top to reveal the cash!
11. Fortune Doesn’t Come Easy: Start making Saran Wrap into a
big ball. Hide a dollar bill (or even coins!) every few “wraps” so
your recipient has to work for that cash. If you’re feeling extra
festive, use white crepe paper to make it a snowball!
© Can Stock Photo / FreedomMaster
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Swan Song Fundraising: The Homeward Stretch
For those of you who don't know what a swan song is, it's a song
of tremendous sweetness sung by a dying swan. Metaphorically,
we use the phrase to describe a final gesture, effort, or
performance given just before retirement. So it is with great
delight that I announce my retirement with regard to fundraising
for Lyon Park's renovation-related debt as of January 1, 2019.
After approximately 10 years in this role, this will be my last year
asking, cajoling, tickling, reminding, and petitioning for
contributions. The reason for this is twofold. First, you—our
neighbors—have been incredibly generous in previous years.
Second, the community center rents often, and will soon support
itself. Many people have been involved in fundraising efforts, and
I very much appreciate their help through these 10 years.
Sometime in 2019, and the exact date depends on your
generosity this holiday season, we will retire our existing debt. In
doing so, 14 neighbors will be off the hook as guarantors. We
thank them profusely. And, the community center will be free and
clear of all debt.
On this page, I've included some pictures from recent events. As
you consider if or how much you can donate, please remember
how the community center serves as a gathering place where you
can meet neighbors and engage in good old-fashioned fun.
Many people prefer to donate to human-or animal-based
charities. I understand that completely, and am a frequent donor
to other charities as well. One of the reasons I support buildings
and building funds is that without them, we have no place to
meet. Building funds have no poster child, but this building in
particular is a beauty. In renovation, we have resurrected a
historic building and created a stunning venue.
I hope you'll be able to help this year. Giving is easy (and tax
deductible):
• To donate by credit card or PayPal, go to
http://lyonpark.info/donate/
• To donate by check, mail your check payable to Lyon Park
Renovation Fund, PO Box 100191, Arlington, VA, 22201 or
drop it at the Community Center. Please let me know that
you're sending funds by check so that I can deduct your
donation from the running total.
• You can also donate securities--let us know if you prefer to
do so.
Jeannette Wick
Chair, LPCC Board of Governors
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