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President’s Message

Please pay your annual dues.
See page 4
Lyon Park’s listserv, located on
NextDoor, is a secure, private social
network and an easy way for
neighbors to connect and share
information. It’s free.
Lyon Park neighbors use this app
and/or website to:
● Find a home for a piano
● Chit-chat about Lyon Park’s
centennial
● Look for that cat that slipped out
the door!
● Find out whose power is out (or
back on)!
Join here:

www.nextdoor.com/join

Next meeting:
Wednesday,
November 13, 7:00 PM
Lyon Park Community Center

There is not much more I can say about the ongoing Lyon Park centennial celebration
than “Wow!“ The events so far have been a resounding success, even though Mother
Nature hasn’t been as kind as she could be. Hats off to Natalie Roy, Bill Anhut, Sky
Adler, Darcy Rosenbaum, Paul Showalter, and Aaron Schuetz for spearheading these
events. Of course, they wouldn’t have been able to pull them off without the assistance of countless other volunteers. They set the bar awfully high for those tasked to
mark the next historical milestone for our community.
While the fun is fleeting and memories of the events will soon fade, the Centennial
Historical Committee, led by Thora Colot, has made sure the centennial celebration
will be remembered for years to come. They have encapsulated the rich history of Lyon Park, from the earliest Native American settlers to the present day, in a series of
banners that now hang in the Community Center sunroom. It is quite an impressive
display, and I encourage you to take time to enjoy the fruits of their labor the next
time you are at the center.
Unfortunately, the lead up to the centennial events was marred by an ugly incident in
our community park. In late September, several nannies were watching their wards in
the park, when a woman passing by took offense at the fact they were speaking in
Spanish, and started hurling racist insults at them. When one of the nannies started
capturing the verbal assault on her cell phone, the woman picked up a large plastic
toy and hurled it at her. Although the nanny was hit, she was not injured. It is hard to
believe that the woman, who was charged by Arlington County Police, hasn’t gotten
the message posted in front yards across our community -- Hate Has No Home Here!
However, that was not always the case, as our final centennial celebration event will
underscore. Christa Abbott has organized a community conversation on the legacy of
racial covenants in Lyon Park , which will be held as part of our monthly meeting on
Wednesday, November 13. Lindsey Bestebreutje, whose doctoral dissertation examined the development of the African-American community in Arlington County, will
lead the conversation. Please plan to attend.

Peter Zirnite
LPCA President

October was a very busy month in
Lyon Park. So many pictures, so little
space in the newsletter.
Find more pictures on the
Community Center Facebook page!
Find news and more pictures on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/lyonparkcommunitycenter
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Classified Ads
GET SOMEONE’S ATTENTION! The Citizen is hand delivered to
1,900 households every issue.
TEEN SERVICES
Interested in including your free teen ad? Visit www.lyonpark.org/library to share your
information!
● Kenna Geary, 16, babysitter and mother's helper - Red Cross Babysitting Certified, pet
and plantsitter, too! Text: (571) 353-9259 E-mail: kennageary8@gmail.com
● Timmy Geary, 12, pet and plant sitter. Text: (571) 525-8612
● Abby Kant, 14, babysitter, dog walker, mother's helper, odd jobs, plant sitter. Text:
(703) 626-4531
● Toby Kant, 16, babysitter, dog walker, plant sitter, shoveling, pet sitter, yard work.
Experienced sitting exotic pets (turtles, guinea pigs) as well as dogs. Text: (703) 6260453
● Max Kiriakou, 14, yard work, shoveling, lawn mowing, trimming, yard work. I have my
own equipment! Phone/Text: (703) 862-3597
● Kate Kiriakou, 13, Babysitter, mother's helper, odd jobs, plant sitter. Red Cross certified.
Phone/Text: (703) 587-9277 E-mail: hkiriakou@me.com.
● Delaney Loughney, 12, Babysitter, odd jobs, plant sitter, dog walker, pet sitting.. Text:
(571) 458-0512
● Finn Loughney, 15, Odd jobs, dog walker, plant sitter, shoveling. Text: (571) 289-4823
Email: finnloughney@gmail.com
● Adalie Wilson, 17, Babysitter, dog walker, mother's helper, plant sitter, pet sitter.
Experience with children with disabilities. Red Cross certified. Phone/Text (703) 8558279 Email: aawilson54321@gmail.com
● Ella Bomberger, 14, Babysitter, Mothers’ Helper. Red Cross certified. Text: (571) 7759205

Such a Coincidence! A Happy Encounter
The Lyon Park not-just-for-Woman's Club had a
"visitor" during our last luncheon on Thursday. A white
haired older gentleman, Edwin D. Armbruster,
wandered in, looking around and very politely
apologized for interrupting. Turns out he had absolutely
no knowledge that Lyon Park was in the midst of
celebrating our 100th anniversary. He was just taking his
wife Jean around, showing her where he grew up.
He went to kindergarten here in the Community Center
in 1942, Henry Clay School
for his elementary years, and
Washington Lee (Liberty) for
high school. He served in the
Air Force for awhile, became
a flight instructor and was
stationed in the Panama Canal Zone for a long period of time.
He and a few friends built a private air strip there on a very
informal basis. He published a book "Unusual Attitudes- A
Flight Instructor's Memoirs of the US Panama Canal Zone"
which is a really interesting read partly because of its unusual
candor, wit, and humor. Its chock full of photos—many aerials
naturally—and if you forgot about the white Go-Go Boots of
the 70s, this should bring it back.
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The Lyon Park Citizens Association
P.O. Box 100191, Arlington, VA 22201

LPCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Darcy Rosenbaum and Peter Zirnite
LyonParkPresident@gmail.com
Vice-President/Neighborhood Conservation
Thora Colot
thora.colot@gmail.com
Vice-President/Development
Aaron Schuetz
ajschuetz@yahoo.com
Vice President, Communications/Social Media
Sky Adler
sky.x.adler@gmail.com
Treasurer
Bill Anhut, Jr.
(703) 528-3665
billanhut@yahoo.com
Secretary/Historian
Annemaries Selvitelli
astanz10@hotmail.com
Membership Chair
Vicky Hush
vhush@yahoo.com
Sargeant at Arms
John Goldener
goldener@gmail.com
Members at Large
Christa Abbott
christalpca@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Jeannette Wick, Chair
jywickrph@aol.com

(703) 524-8531

IMPORTANT CONTACTS
Community Center Rental Agent
Cindy Stroup
(703) 527-9520
rent@lyonpark.info
Clarendon Alliance Representative
Debbie Kaplan
debbiekaplandk@gmail.com
Civic Federation Reps
Steve Geiger
(703) 522-0026
Erik Gutshall
(703) 276-0809
Larry Juneer
(703) 525-8921
Natalie Roy
(703) 819-4915
Jim Turpin
(703) 248-6988
Doorways for Women and Families Liaison
Saif Amin
saiful.amin@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Daniel Holland
Jeannette Wick
Submissions
Send photos and articles to
lyonparkeditor@gmail.com
Distribution
Helen White
(703) 527-2977
hmwhite33@verizon.net

www.lyonpark.org • November 2019

© Can Stock Photo / freesoulproduction

© Can Stock Photo / tashatuvango

www.lyonpark.org • November 2019

Page 3

Please Pay Your LPCA Dues!
$10/year, $20/two years, $250 for life
Please complete this form (Hint: use a return address label!)
and mail it with your check to: LPCA Membership, P.O. Box
100191, Arlington, VA 22201

Name__________________________________
Address_________________________________
Preferred phone__________________________
E-mail__________________________________
May we add you to the community listsevr? ○ Yes ○ No
Community Volunteer Interests (Check all that apply):
___Neighborhood Conservation
___Community Center and Park
___Development issues
___Social Events (Holiday Party, Halloween)
___Homes and Gardens Tour
___Spring Fair
___Traffic issues
___Newsletter
___Trees/Conservation
___All-purpose volunteer
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Cathell Team Repeats as 2019 Tourney
Champions!!!
A record number—39 players—participated in the 2019 Lyon
Park/Ashton Heights Golf Tourney at South Riding Golf Club on
Sunday October 13, 2019. Two teams tied for first place. Lyon
Parker Chris O’Donnell and her team including Ellen Manges, and
Tracey Switzer shot a sixteen-under par 56, as did the Ashton
Heights team of Ron Cathell, Tim Anderson, Al Johnson, and Sabino
Molina. However, the Cathell team won the tie-breaker and the
2019 Championship trophy by tie-breaker rules. Greg and Henry
Bramham, Bobby Hong, and Wally Hays finished 3rd, a stroke back
at fifteen under par.
Individual prizes of $50 gift certificates donated by our sponsors
were awarded to closest to pin and long drive winners, Ellen
Manges (twice!) Al Johnson, Greg Bramham, Mike Pohl, and Gregg
Siegal. Tracey Switzer won the Putt-off (and two dozen Pro V1x golf
balls) by sinking her 35 foot putt before everyone else.
This year’s golf tourney raised $2,600 which will be used to help
fund the Lyon Park Community Center’s Legacy Endowment. The
golf tourney has raised $19,150 over its nine-year history.
The Lyon Park and Ashton Heights communities are grateful for the
generosity of tourney participants and our Clarendon Merchants
who donated gift certificate prizes: Circa, Lyon Hall, Green Pig
Bistro, Texas Jack’s, and Four Sisters Grill. Please support our
generous merchant sponsors!

The field (minus 1)

I send my sincere gratitude to Ron Cathell for his efforts in
recruiting players to this year's tourney and for helping me
coordinate the tourney while I was in China the week before the
event!

Editor’s note: Bill Anhut did not golf while in China. Our Chinese
contact indicates golf is very expensive, and usually, a platform for
business and government people networking and doing business.
Green fees and club memberships in China are considerably more
expensive than in developed nations.
www.lyonpark.org • November 2019
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The Lyon Park Citizen is hand delivered to 1,900 homes around
the 10th of the month from September through June (10 issues),
with artwork and copy due the 20th of the previous month.
These are our advertising rates:
Ad size

Measures
(In inches)…

Cost

Business card

3.5 by 2.3

$85/month color
$59/month B&W

Quarter page

3.5 by 4.5

$130/month color
$89/month B&W

Half page

7.5 by 4.5

$210/month color
$149/month B&W

Full page

7.5 by 9.5

$350/month color
$249/month B&W

Full page freestanding insert

8.5 by 11

$450/month color
$400/month B&W

We offer a 5% discount for residents who have paid their LPCA
dues, and an additional 10% discount for advertisers who
commit to three or more months in a row. A designer will draft
artwork for an extra 10% charge. Contact
lyonparkeditor@gmail.com to reserve space.
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Community House Rental Rates
Lyon Park and Ashton Heights residents are eligible for
resident rates, but cannot sponsor non-resident events.
Monday – Thursday (8 AM–5 PM, 4 hour minimum)
<75 guests, $50/hour resident; $100/hour non-resident
>75 guests, $75/hour resident; $100/hour non-resident
Monday – Thursday evening (6–10 PM)
<75 guests, $200 resident; $400 non-resident
>75 guests, $300 resident; $400 non-resident
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Holidays
HALF DAY (8 AM–2:30 PM or 3:30–10 PM):
$400 resident; $900 non-resident
WHOLE DAY (8 AM-10 PM):
$750 resident; $1,600 non-resident
Children’s Birthday Rates for children 10 and under,
maximum 40 attendees, booked <2 months in advance:
Two time slots (8:30-11:30 AM) OR (12-3 PM) – Includes
set up and clean up. If your party lasts longer than 3 hours,
please rent at the half-day rates above.
$150 resident; $400 non-resident
Grounds preservation fees:
● $30/inflatable (can only be rented from Arlington TEAM)
● $100/floored tent, $30/pole tent
● $100 grounds fee for ponies and petting zoos
Use of inflatables and/or tents must be approved in advance
and specified in rental contract.
A security deposit is required for all rentals.
MAKE A RESERVATION TODAY!
Check online calendar for availability and complete the
online reservation form at www.lyonpark.info
Find news and more pictures on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/lyonparkcommunitycenter
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819 N Daniel

315 N. Garfield St.

N. Garfield St.
and 3rd St. N.
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The entire Centennial Celebration weekend was a tremendous success. Hundreds of neighbors
came out to pose for photos, watch movies, and enjoy the Community House’s transformation
into a Speakeasy with a fabulous Jazz Band and delicious desserts. They also enjoyed beer,
music and games at our Sunday Picnic in the Park. A complete wrap-up of the Centennial
events will be included in an expanded December newsletter.
Centennial Poster Contest
First, Congratulations to Zoe Bomberger, a Thomas Jefferson Middle School 6th grader, for
winning the Centennial Poster Contest. Zoe wrote, "Lyon Park makes the community come
together. That makes me think of people coming together to make the world a beautiful place."

2
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&
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Movie Night
Local children gathered in the
Community Center on Friday, Oct.
18, for a showing of Disney's "The
Emperor's New Groove." Girl Scouts
served free bags of popcorn and
cups of lemonade.
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The front door of the Community Center was mysteriously closed. Guests had to find the side door and whisper the secret password -- "Putnam Pancakes."

Kids played a version of
"Simon Says" in the
Community Center
during the

Picnic in the Park.
And the Band Played
On…
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Paige Kellogg
REALTOR®

5900 Kingstowne Towne Center
Alexandria, VA 22315
Cell: 703-598-2785
Office: 703-922-4010
Paige.kellogg@c21nm.com
Licensed in VA

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

kinderhaus@comcast.net
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The Wright Brothers

Margaret Dean
Most anyone with an engineering background will enjoy reading McCullough’s detailed
account of Wilbur and Orville Wright ‘s efforts to create the first airplanes. McCullough has
done a tremendous amount of research, integrating primary and secondary sources of
information, with 32 pages of interesting photos and 32 pages of footnotes.
What strikes the more casual reader is the intensity and dedication of both Wrights, as well as
that of their sister Katherine, to an arduous and uncertain project. This family was religious,
their father a bishop, but religious in a practical, integrated way. They were devoted to their
family and to each other. They did not work on Sundays, were tranquil of spirit and dedicated
to discovering the mysteries of practical aero-dynamics. Even at the height of their
international fame and popularity, with tens of thousands on both sides of the Atlantic,
including royalty, coming to see them, demanding to see them, the Wrights maintained their
social countenance as unprepossessing Ohio boys.

H

EE

Essentially by studying the flight of birds and then using hand crafted gliders, the Wrights
moved toward a flying machine. Their self-discipline, their devotion, their open-mindedness
and their attention to detail, continually refining pieces and processes, ‘gave’ them their
dreamed of aircraft. Ironically one pundit noted that before the Wrights no one could fly but
after the Wrights anyone could fly (but only because the Wrights made it look easy having
already invested years of detailed work).
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Another point of contrast is that the Wrights used their personal finances (about $1,000 over the years) and succeeded whereas
Langley, a competitor who had the backing of the USG and the Smithsonian including a budget of $70,000, failed.
In May of 1912, at the age of 45, worn out defending Wright patents from infringements, Wilbur contracted typhoid fever and died.
McCullough points out that Orville lived to see ’the horrific death and destruction wrought by the giant bombers of WWII.’ Orville
outlived Wilbur by 37 years, both convinced that flying answered a call in man’s soul.
The Wright Brothers, by David McCullough. Simon & Schuster. NY, NY, 2015 IMBD: 978-1-4767-2875-9, paperback, pp 262, $17.00.

Community Engagement Opportunities, Arlington Public Schools
Search for New APS Superintendent
The Arlington School Board is conducting a nationwide search for a new superintendent. The goal is to find a highly-qualified leader
who will sustain our positive culture of learning and promote excellence and equity for all students. The Search for New APS
Superintendent web page provides a timeline, links to important updates and resources, and ways to engage.
Arlington Public Schools has several events coming up that may be of interest to you!
Monday, November 11
2 - 4:30 PM
Wednesday, November 13
7 PM

APAH Career Day for High School Students. For transport, email aelborno@apah.org.
Arlington Mill Residences, 901 S. Dinwiddie St. 22204
S School Board Work Session** on Program Evaluation of Services to Students With Special Need
Syphax Education Center, 2nd FL School Board Room, 2110 Washington Blvd. 22204

Tuesday, November 19
11:30 Am - 1 PM

Nonprofit Forum: The Changing Face of Volunteerism, hosted by Chamber’s Community Action Committee.
WETA-TV 26/90.9 FM, 2775 S. Quincy St. 22206

Tuesday, November 19
7 PM

School Board Meeting*. Full agenda posted one week prior.
Syphax Education Center, 2nd FL School Board Room, 2110 Washington Blvd. 22204

Tuesday, December 3
6:30 PM

Joint County/School Board Work Session** Tentative
Courthouse Plaza, 3rd FL County Board Room, 2100 Clarendon Blvd. 22201

Thursday, December 5
7 PM

School Board Meeting*. Full agenda posted one week prior.
Syphax Education Center, 2nd FL School Board Room, 2110 Washington Blvd. 22204

Tuesday, December 10
7 PM

School Board Work Session.**
Syphax Education Center, 2nd FL School Board Room, 2110 Washington Blvd. 22204

*View Board meetings live online or on Comcast Channel 70 or Verizon Channel 41.
** Watch Work Sessions live online at https://www.apsva.us/school-board-meetings/school-board-work-sessions-meetings/.
Work sessions are opened to the public but no public comments are accepted.
Visit www.apsva.us/Engage to stay up-to-date on engagement opportunities.
www.lyonpark.org • November 2019
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Clay Park: Getting a Facelift
The reconstruction of Clay Park will commence Oct. 21 and take 12 months. The
complete revamp will provide new equipment in two resituated playgrounds, a new
shelter, more seating, a grass playing field, a basketball court, new plantings, and
more. The cost is $1.44 million.
For the map and pictures, see the county website.
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/henry-clay-park-renovation/
The sidewalks will remain open, but fencing will be put around the perimeter by the
contractor, Pivot Construction of Falls Church. The maple trees along Highland St.
will be retained and protected.

Say Cheese!!!
Photo: Jim Brady

The not-just-for-Woman’s Club will offer
Parmigiano-Reggiano at slightly less than
market price. Pick-up is November 17 at
The Community Center.
This is restaurant quality cheese, freshly
cut from the wheel.
Please pre-order, as we need to plan
ahead–We’ve had difficulty getting an
adequate supply recently, so we are
stalking the supplier! Pick up your
preorder at the November 17 not-just-aCraft Fair, or make arrangements for
pickup at a different time and place.
To order, please contact Jeannette Wick
at jywickrph@aol.com. We provide pieces
of about one pound. If you order more
than one pound, please indicate
if you prefer multiple one-pound pieces,
or larger pieces.

Isn’t Halloween the best?
This future fire fighter attended
the 2019 Parade of Costumes
Page 12
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People and Pup Walk-Abouts (Chapter 3)
Kit Putnam with Helene Lamanna,

Now, that you've sampled some of the best of Northern Virginia's
dog walking spots, it could be time to expand your horizons to the
other side of the Potomac. Some of these spots are probably
familiar in name but may have seemed too far away to be
tempting. However, once you have ventured there you'll find that
they are well worth the trip for human and pup alike—new sights
and smells for the adventurous and a way to leave the city behind
for the rush- and crowd-weary.
Rock Creek Park is an amazing urban treasure running right up the
middle of northwest DC to Maryland. There are many trails, picnic
areas and parklets along its length. A very helpful guide to the
park's riches is https://tinyurl.com/yxfh7dnq. Another excellent
resource is https://tinyurl.com/yyyef6q6. One of Matthew and
Seven's favorite easy-to-get-to starting points is Peirce Mill at
Tilden St., NW and Beach Dr. Find it and other Rock Creek Park
advice on one of these two websites. During warm weather
weekends some parts of Rock Creek Parkway are open to bike or
pedestrian traffic only. Lane closures also occur during rush hours
and for maintenance so always check on current conditions before
setting out.
One of the loveliest nature preserves, “an oasis in the city,” is
Tregaron Conservancy. It also has a beautiful and richly
informative website at https://tinyurl.com/y22cnvcj that tells
everything you need to know to tempt you to check it out-parking, access, history and philosophy.
The 7-mile Capital Crescent Trail is a lesser known walking/biking
option that begins at the Potomac Boat Club in Georgetown and
continues out to Bethesda. The lower level trail is unpaved and
the upper is paved. Watch for cyclists especially on the paved trail.
A helpful website for first-hand information and commentary on
this trail is https://www.cctrail.org/access. Park and walk as far as
you wish and then turn around and enjoy what you missed on the
way in.
Dumbarton Oaks Park is another jewel of nature at the northern
edge of Georgetown. The website is a complete guide for visitors
to the Park, including pups: https://dopark.org/visit-2/. It's a
naturalistic retreat to be savored in many visits at many different
times of year.
And last, another garden spot deserving of many visits is the US
National Arboretum, a research facility of the US Department of
Agriculture off of New York Ave., NE. At 412 acres it has trails,
open space, specialty gardens and something of interest for
visitors at any time of year. The website,
https//:www.usna.usda.gov, has an interactive map and loads of
information about the facility which is open from 8:00 to 5:00
every day. There is no wifi so if you want to use their mobile app
you should download it to your phone.
Many happy walk-abouts to you and your pup!
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Quick glimpse of the 2019 Parade of Costumes!
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metromotor.com
P: (703) 528-8320

At Lyon Park Liberty,
air for your tires is
FREE!
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We take pride in service; and
our customers are our number one priority.

VIRGINIA
STATE
INSPECTION
50% off
Watch for our sign!

We offer services from general repair and maintenance to
comprehensive diagnostics. Hours of operation are from 8:00 am
- 5:00 pm Monday to Friday and 8:00 am - 2:00 pm Saturday.
Stop on by to allow us to introduce ourselves and present this
add to the Service Manager and receive 10% OFF ON REPAIRS.
Thank you for the continued welcoming into your community.
We look forward in servicing all of your automotive needs.
Jay Harb, Service Manager
jay@metromotor.com
Metro Motor I Lyon Park Liberty
2717 North Pershing Dr.
Arlington, VA 22201

