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Lyon Park’s listserv, located on
NextDoor, is a secure, private social
network and an easy way for
neighbors to connect and share
information. It’s free.
Lyon Park neighbors use this app
and/or website to:
● Say, “Thanks” to a Good
Samaritan
● Find an exemplary furniture
store
● See alerts about speeding cars
● Comment on this newsletter!
=
Join here:

www.nextdoor.com/join
Code: SBCFNC

November Meeting

Otherwise at

https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 871 7118 4392
Passcode: volunteer
Come or log in as early as 7 PM to
make sure your system works and to
engage in some small talk. Agenda
items begin promptly at 7:30.

President’s Message
With Gratitude
As we move into November, our thoughts turn to the cooler weather of autumn,
Thanksgiving, and time spent with family and friends. The past 18 months have been
hard on so many, and it may seem difficult to be sincere in our gratitude when we are
all ready for this pandemic to be over and return to the normalcy of the "before
times." However, we do want to express our thanks to the many people in our
community who routinely do whatever they can to connect us to one another and
build a sense of community.
This month, we specifically thank three people who have built our sense of community
for several years. The pandemic has only heightened their creativity and resolve. We
are grateful to neighbors Paul Showalter, Natalie Roy, and Jeannette Wick.
Paul Showalter consistently gets things done and makes things fun while he is doing it.
From the bouncy house he has in his front yard for the neighborhood kids, to bringing
the sound and lights to the October in-person LPCA meeting at Zitkala-Sa Park, to
assisting with the preparations for the Zitkala-Sa Park ribbon-cutting and reception for
Zitkala-Sa's descendants who flew in for the event, to hosting the Halloween Parade of
Costumes, Paul is someone who consistently delivers for his community.
Natalie Roy is also someone you can call in a pinch. She has a tremendous amount of
positive energy, is always looking for ways to better serve our neighborhood, and
recently pulled off a wonderful lunch for Zitkala-Sa's family who flew in for the ribboncutting for the park with very little notice. She is also spearheading the donuts and
cider distribution at our annual bonfire on Halloween night.
At the beginning of term as your LPCA co-Presidents, it appeared that we may no
longer have a newsletter, as our LPCA leadership hadn't recruited anyone to do it, nor
had we asked Jeannette to continue. Our newsletter is critical, since it is one of the
chief ways we communicate information to our Lyon Park neighbors. Jeannette Wick
has for years been a tireless advocate and "doer" in our neighborhood, and when
asked she agreed to continue putting out the newsletter for another year. She is
incredibly patient and flexible with us on information and deadlines, and produces a
professional newsletter that makes us the envy of other Arlington neighborhoods.
We are grateful to live in this wonderful community and have the kind of neighbors like Paul, Natalie, and Jeannette - who consistently give their time, energy and
creativity to make Lyon Park the friendly and caring community we are.

Happy Thanksgiving!
Thora Colot and Kathleen McSweeney , LPCA Co-Presidents

Classified Ads

The Lyon Park Citizens Association
P.O. Box 100191, Arlington, VA 22201

GET SOMEONE’S ATTENTION! The Citizen is hand-delivered to
1,900 households every issue.
TEEN SERVICES
Interested in including your free teen ad? Visit www.lyonpark.org/library to share your
information!
● Max Kiriakou, 17, yard work, shoveling, lawn mowing, trimming. I have my own
equipment! Phone/Text: (571) 244-8982
● Kate Kiriakou, 15, Babysitter, mother's helper, odd jobs, plant sitter. Red Cross
certified. Phone/Text: (703) 587-9277
● Delaney Loughney, 15, Babysitter, odd jobs, plant sitter, dog walker, pet sitting. Text:
(571) 458-0512
● Finn Loughney, 18, Odd jobs, dog walker, plant sitter, shoveling. Text: (571) 289-4823
Email: finnloughney@gmail.com
● Mae Seward, 15, babysitter, mother's helper. Red Cross certified. Available Fridays
after 3 PM and Saturdays and Sundays after 12 PM. Phone/text: (703) 473-3378.
● Sylvia Goldener, 14, babysitter, mother's helper, plant sitter, odd jobs. Text/Email:
(703) 401-7234 sylviagoldener@icloud.com, Red Cross certified
● Ella Bomberger, 16, babysitter, mother's helper, dog walker, plant sitter. Fully
vaccinated. Text: (571) 775-9205. Red Cross babysitting certification
● Morgan Thomas, 13, experienced dog walker, cat visits, plant sitter. Text: (240) 8104834.
● Josie Whitaker, 14, babysitter, plant sitter. Red Cross certified. Text: (703) 717-1993
● Lauren Thomas, 16, babysitter, mother's helper, plant sitter, dog walker. Red Cross
babysitting certification. Text: (571) 352-0605
● Layla Eisenberg, 14, babysitter, dog walker, mother's helper, pet/plant sitter. Red
Cross certified. Text: (703) 300-5535
● Cameron Hershey, 14, yard work, shoveling, odd jobs, dog walker, cat visits, glass
recycling, mother's helper, plant sitter, babysitter. Phone, Text: (703) 505-9729 Email:
mhershey28@gmail.com
● Natalie Urais, babysitter, dog walker, pet sitting , yard work, odd jobs, plant sitter.
Phone Call, Text: (703) 213-7874

2021-2022 Lyon Park Community Center Board of Governors
LPCA Representatives

Woman’s Club Representatives

Bill Anhut

Kit Putnam

Natalie Roy

Tagrid Wahba

Paul Showalter

Shelya White

Aaron Schuetz

Jeannette Wick

Beth Zelle

Elizabeth Wray
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LPCA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Co-Presidents
Thora Colot and Kathleen McSweeney
LyonParkPresident@gmail.com
Vice-President/Neighborhood Conservation
Thora Colot
thora.colot@gmail.com
Vice-President/Development
Aaron Schuetz
ajschuetz@yahoo.com
Vice-President/Business Liaison
Bess Zelle
besszelle@gmail.com
Treasurer
Bill Anhut, Jr.
(703) 528-3665
billanhut@yahoo.com
Secretary/Historian
Elizabeth Sheehy elizabeth.r.sheehy@gmail.com
Membership Chair
Darcy Rosenbaum
darcy.rosenbaum@gmail.com
Sargeant at Arms
Jamie Seward
jkseward@hotmail.com
Member at Large
Julia Young
juliagyoung@gmail.com
John Goldener
goldener@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Jeannette Wick, Chair
jywickrph@aol.com

(703) 524-8531

IMPORTANT CONTACTS
Community Center Rental Agent
Cindy Stroup
(703) 527-9520
rent@lyonpark.info
Clarendon Alliance Representative
Debbie Kaplan
debbiekaplandk@gmail.com
Civic Federation Reps
Steve Geiger
(703) 522-0026
Larry Juneer
(703) 525-8921
Natalie Roy
(703) 819-4915
Jim Turpin
(703) 248-6988
Doorways for Women and Families Liaison
Saif Amin
saiful.amin@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Jeannette Wick
Submissions
Send photos and articles to
lyonparkeditor@gmail.com
Distribution
Kim Franklin
(571) 239-1790
blufftonjoy@gmail.com
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Craft Fair Returns
November 20, 2021

For many years, the Lyon Park Community Center has hosted an annual craft fair on the Saturday before Thanksgiving. Our
last craft fair in 2019 was very, very busy and well-received. The 2020 Craft Fair had to be canceled.
Our juried group of crafters is itching to be stitching, sitting and knitting, pasting with haste, and otherwise cutting, gluing,
embellishing, and crafting away. And we are BACK.

Saturday, November 20, 2021
Lyon Park Community Center
414 N. Fillmore Street
9 AM to 3 PM
Watch the Listserv for more information
Please contact Jeannette Wick at jywickrph@aol.com or (860) 376-3281 if you have questions.

Lyon Park Santa Express
Coming to Your Neighborhood in December 2021
Santa and a few of his elves will make
their way through Lyon Park once again
this holiday season in our very own
customized Lyon Park Santa Sleigh.
Be on the lookout for days, times and
routes as Santa makes his way through
Lyon Park.
Information will be in the Lyon Park
December newsletter, posted on
Nextdoor, and the Lyon Park website
and Facebook page.
For more information, reach out to Paul Showalter (aka: the head elf) at lyonparkevents@gmail.com.
www.lyonpark.org • November 2021
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Exciting Progress on the Highland Street Project!
The construction phase of the Neighborhood
Conservation (NC) project on the first two blocks of
North Highland Street commenced with a preconstruction meeting with county staff and the
contractor (Sagres) on September 8. To date,
construction of the curb, gutter, and sidewalk is
taking place on the west side of the street. The
work started with excavation, then installing
concrete formwork, followed by pouring concrete.
“While there have been some concerns along the
way, overall work is progressing nicely and
coordination and support from the County has
been good,” comments neighbor Mark Montgomery. He, with Scott Milam,
coordinated the project and worked closely with NCAC staff. After the curb,
gutters, and sidewalk are installed on the west side, contractors will begin a
similar process on the east side of the street. Upon completion of the
concrete work, the focus will shift to resurfacing the street. Most concrete
and street construction is anticipated to be completed by the holidays, with
final landscaping in the early spring of 2022.
“Since we commenced this process over a decade ago with our neighbors, we
look forward to an ongoing partnership with the County in making Highland
Street the safest in Arlington. In addition to generally narrower streets and
sidewalks from the NC project, we will continue to advocate for additional
safety measures such as crosswalks and stop signs, and lowering the speed
limit to the minimum allowed by the state (15 mph) to allow for a safe street
for all users - pedestrian, cyclists, and residential traffic,” Milam stated.
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Neighbor Profile: Doorways
Community members who were concerned that there was no
safe space in Arlington for families in crisis founded Doorways in
1978. The organization aims to address the interconnectedness
among the cycles of sexual assault, domestic violence, and
homelessness, and help survivors avoid having to choose
between staying with abusers or facing homelessness.
What began as a single shelter to support families in crisis has
since grown into a wide range of programs and pathways for
people of all ages and genders. Doorways envisions a community
where all people live free from violence and have safe and stable
housing. Every year, the organization provides shelter and
housing for more than 200 people and helps them achieve safety
and stability. Doorways also supports hundreds more adults,
youth, and children through their 24-hour domestic and sexual
violence hotline ([703] 237-0881), mobile advocacy services,
court advocacy, hospital accompaniment, individual and group
counseling, and prevention programming.

"We believe that violence, abuse, or homelessness
have no place here, or anywhere,” said Diana Ortiz,
M.Ed., LPC, Doorways' President and CEO. “But we
also know the difficult truth: as many as 1 in 3
people are abused, and almost one-third of those
experiencing homelessness are families and children.
We know that our Black neighbors, people of color,
immigrants, and the LGBTQIA+ community are
disproportionately impacted by these traumatic
experiences," "During the pandemic, our doors
stayed open, and while others went home, our
shelters operated up to and above 120% capacity
throughout the longest year. Our team has been
serving on the frontlines of two crises simultaneously: COVID and increasing, more severe and lethal
domestic and sexual violence. Especially in times of
crisis, this community depends on Doorways, on our
staff, for top-notch care. In turn, we depend on our
neighbors and supporters for the support that makes
our work possible. We are so grateful to our
incredible community for investing in our clients, in
Doorways' response, and for working to end abuse
and homelessness."

● 94% of Doorways Safehouse households did not return
to abusive living situations.
● 74% of family home households obtained permanent
housing post-shelter.
● 99% of children with social-emotional issues received
services and counseling.
Services like these have been essential throughout the COVID
pandemic, with many families experiencing financial and
emotional strain, loss of employment, and eviction. The
Doorways Family Home team in our neighborhood has
supported families throughout this period to ensure that
members of our community receive shelter, housing, and
comprehensive support.
Doorways is a non-profit organization supported by donations
from neighbors (including United Way and Combined
Campaigns), matching corporate gifts, gifts, and in-kind giving.
To learn more about Doorways, including ways to volunteer and
help, visit www.doorwaysva.org
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Arlington County Welcome Kit for New Residents
The Lyon Park Citizen is hand-delivered to 1,900 homes around
the 10th of the month from September through June (10 issues),
with artwork and copy due the 20th of the previous month.
These are our advertising rates:
Ad size

Measures
(In inches)…

Cost

Business card

3.5 by 2.3

$85/month color
$59/month B&W

Quarter page

3.5 by 4.5

$130/month color
$89/month B&W

Half page

7.5 by 4.5

$210/month color
$149/month B&W

Full page

7.5 by 9.5

$350/month color
$249/month B&W

Full page freestanding insert

8.5 by 11

$450/month color
$400/month B&W

We offer a 5% discount for residents who have paid their LPCA
dues, and an additional 10% discount for advertisers who
commit to three or more months in a row. A designer will draft
artwork for an extra 10% charge. Contact
lyonparkeditor@gmail.com to reserve space.
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New residents can download a handy 4-page Welcome Kit with
information on the County, contacts for various County
Government departments, and information for getting involved
in the community. You may access the kit online:
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wpcontent/uploads/sites/21/2018/05/Welcome-Kit-2018.pdf
A comprehensive list of topics and County services may be
found online as well: https://topics.arlingtonva.us/welcomekit/
Hi Jeannette One of our neighbors lives on the border of Ashton Heights and
Lyon Park. She receives newsletters from both neighborhoods.
She asked me to deliver two copies of the LP newsletter to
friends who live on the Ashton Height side of Irving Street.
Moving forward, she sent the link to the March LP Citizen to
her friends. She also suggested adding the link to the Ashton
Heights newsletter to the LP Citizen and asking the Ashton
Heights newsletter editor to include a link to the LP Citizen in
all future newsletters. She (like so many other neighbors)
enjoys reading both newsletters. Can you make that happen?
Helen

Can do!!! Find Ashton Heights newsletters here:
https://ashtonheights.org/ahca-newsletter/

www.lyonpark.org •

Vanishings
Arlington's Poet Laureate, Holly Karapetkova
A language left to die cannot be resurrected.
The sounds of Virginia Algonquian
are absent in these woods, the difference
between the syllables shifting into silence.
For every arrowhead uncovered at Gulf Branch
thousands more lie deep beneath the dirt,
sleepers refusing their secrets in this once
fishing camp that’s now an overpriced suburb,

Community House Rental Rates
Lyon Park and Ashton Heights residents are eligible for
resident rates, but cannot sponsor non-resident events.
Monday – Thursday (8 AM–10 PM, 4 hour minimum)
<75 guests, $50/hour resident; $125/hour non-resident
>75 guests, $75/hour resident; $125/hour non-resident

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Holidays
HALF DAY (8 AM–2:30 PM or 3:30–10 PM):
$400 resident; $1050 non-resident
WHOLE DAY (8 AM-10 PM):
$750 resident; $1,900 non-resident
Children’s Birthday Rates for children 10 and under,
maximum 40 attendees, booked <2 months in advance:
Four consecutive hours ending before 2 PM, small
kitchen use only– Includes the time you will need to set up
and clean up.
$200 resident; $500 non-resident
Grounds preservation fees:
● $30/inflatable (can only be rented from Arlington TEAM)
● $30/pole tent (floored tents are not allowed)
● $100 grounds fee for ponies, petting zoos, large events
Use of inflatables and/or tents must be approved in advance
and specified in rental contract.
A security deposit is required for all rentals.
MAKE A RESERVATION TODAY!
Check online calendar for availability and complete the
online reservation form at www.lyonpark.info

Find news and more pictures on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/lyonparkcommunitycenter
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its creek too full of nitrogen for fish to survive.
The map folds in upon itself, its lines forming scars,
the places of theft. Draw the treaty up tight
then break it open like a clamshell
and you won’t need to hide the evidence,
a history written in the King’s English.
I want to think of the past as something other
than a wound that doesn’t heal.
I want to come upon this creek and find it full of fish,
campfires breathing their hot smoke into the air
calling out a question in a language
there’s no one left to answer.
Published with permission of the author.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
ONE-TIME PARK & PLAYGROUND
CLEAN-UP COORDINATOR
Several people have complained about the state of
the park and especially the playground. The park
has been heavily used in the last 18 months, and
the trash receptacles often over flow. We’ve
asked the people who have complained if they
could organize a clean up, but unfortunately they
have been unable or unwilling.
We need ONE person to organize an afternoon
posse of maybe four others to empty and clean
the trash cans, pick up trash, and troubleshoot
recurring problems. Please contact Jeannette at
jywickrph@aol.com if you can help.
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LPCA Community Builder: Saif Amin

Nature’s Chocolate: Humble Custodian
Heidi Ananthakrishnan
What's slimy, powdery, and makes navigational decisions? A
slime mold, of course. I saw this chocolate tube slime (Stemonitis
splendens) while walking along Fillmore Park's trail and couldn't
resist a photo. I later learned there was much more to this
organism than belies its somehow both delicious and disgusting
appearance. A slime mold isn't really a mold, which is a type of
fungus. It is a single-celled amoeba, containing millions of nuclei.
To reproduce, it forms fruiting bodies, such as these brown
spaghetti-like tubes, which turn to powder that carries spores off
to colonize new places.

Saif Amin represents our LPCA community as the liaison to
Doorways, an Arlington safety net provider that serves
homeless families and those who have experienced intimate
partner violence in Arlington. As our representative, he serves
on the organization’s Board. Saif is an enthusiastic supporter of
Doorways’ work in our community. "It is a fantastic
organization and I volunteered because they fill an important
gap in our community services. When you don't have a place to
live, that impacts how successful you can be. Add to that the
people—often children—dependent on you to care for them
and that creates a cycle that impacts everyone downstream,"
Saif explained. "That cycle is very hard to escape
without some help." He described the trauma of homelessness
and domestic violence on families as "...a major impact.
Supporting these families ultimately strengthens our
community. It changes lives."

In spite of the outlandish forms and colors their fruiting bodies
take, slime molds are one of nature's humble custodians,
consuming bacteria and fungi as they move. They are also nontoxic to people and pets and harmless to plants. Scientists have
discovered that as slime molds explore, they develop
sophisticated networks to relay nutrients from one location to
another. In fact, when researchers placed slime mold on a map
of the US with piles of rolled oats (a preferred snack of theirs) in
the locations of major cities, the network the mold created
looked uncannily similar to our interstate highway system. From
this experiment, scientists learned they could use slime molds to
map the most efficient routes for future infrastructure planning.
Not only does slime mold navigate intelligently, it also gravitates
toward the most nutritional food sources for its anatomy. When
scientists placed foods varying in nutritional content in a circular
pattern around a slime mold, it assessed the most wholesome
one and attached itself to that food alone.

Saif has lived in this area for much of his life, and before moving
into Lyon Park had lived in Rosslyn. He and his wife, Etaf Khan,
are raising two young daughters ages 4 and 6. They love Lyon
Park’s proximity to businesses, and were drawn to the
neighborhood to be near friends in the area. "I see us staying
here for awhile," he said.

I am glad we are finally appreciating and even learning from
these obscure organisms. Without a brain, slime mold manages
not only to discern the healthiest foods for itself, but find the
most logical path to them. Even with nutritional labels and maps,
that is more than I can say for myself at times!

When you see Saif, Etaf, and their young daughters walking
through the neighborhood or playing in one of our parks,
please stop and say hello, and thank Saif for his service to our
community as a Board member of Doorways.
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He would like more opportunities to gather with neighbors they
don't yet know, and admitted that the pandemic has put a
damper on community gatherings. He mentioned how fun it
was that they and other Cleveland Street neighbors organized
Covid-safe trick-or-treating for kids last year. During the
pandemic he has started to take walks through the
neighborhood, and has enjoyed meeting neighbors who have
been sitting on their front porches. He looks forward to the
time when our community may gather more frequently for inperson meetings and events.
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See a Problem? Report it.
Arlington County has a handy tool to report problems
that are theirs to handle. Here’s what you can report:
● Street lights/park lights
● Graffiti
● Bus stops
● Signs (traffic, stop, parking)
● Parking meters
● Streets (potholes, concrete, gutter)
● Parks (dog park, facility, field, playground)
● Trails maintenance
● Trees & mowing on County property
● Litter
● Trash/recycling
● Water repair (utility cover)
White
Ash
Here’s
thethat Lost a Limb –
circle
marks the break
link:https://topics.arlingtonva.us/reportproblem/

Puzzled? Who You Gonna Call? Not Ghostbusters!
Many people think that the Community Center/Park and the Lyon Park Civic Association are the same entity. While they are closely
related, they have different roles and responsibilities.
Lyon Park’s organization can seem confusing with good reason; Lyon Park has a civic association; a not-just-for-Woman’s Club; a
community house and park and its governing body and rental agent. Use this guide when you need to address specific problems.
The Lyon Park Citizens Association (LPCA; lyonpark.org) is one of 57 such organizations in Arlington. County government
communicates with and through civic associations to maintain and enhance neighborhoods. A list of the LPCA’s elected officers,
appointed representatives, and volunteer workers appears on page 2 of this newsletter. LPCA is often a liaison to the County’s
planning, traffic, parks and recreation, or historic preservation departments. Refer neighborhood and County issues to LPCA. The
LPCA meets on the second Wednesday of the month from September to June. To join the LPCA, you simply have to pay your dues!
Since 1924, the Lyon Park Woman’s Club has supported the community center and park. Over the years, club activities have
included support for the County Library and Arlington Hospital, and volunteer work with other charitable programs. Its numbers
were dwindling, but this group has rallied and has now raised thousands of dollars for the community center. Interested in joining?
We are open to all sexes/genders, and our activities include cupcake sales, which have become signature events for Lyon Park, and
Reggiano Parmesan sales. The Woman’s Club meets once monthly for a stupendous lunch (when possible). Contact Elizaebth Wray
at (703) 522-1263 for information.
The Lyon Park Community Center (LPCC; lyonpark.info) is the lovely white community house in the park. It supports itself via rentals
to Lyon Park residents and others. Its elected Board of Governors oversees management of the Clubhouse and the Park—Arlington’s
only privately owned park. The BOG has ten members—five from the LPCA and five from the Woman’s Club. Direct questions or
complaints about the clubhouse, the park, or policies to the Board of Governors in writing, at P.O. Box 100191, Arlington, 22201, or
contact Jeannette Wick (see page 2).
The Community Center Rental Agent oversees Clubhouse rentals and advises the BOG. Cindy Stroup holds that position, and we are
now booking rentals well into 2022. Reach her at rent@lyonpark.info.
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Want to learn more about local
development?
You can read about the plans, watch presentations, and plan
to attend future meetings by going to these sites:
www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/PlansStudies/Land-Use/Clarendon-Sector-Plan-Update
www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/PlansStudies/General-Land-Use-Plan/Studies/Pershing-Drive

Paige Kellogg
47 Lee Hwy Suite A
Arlington, VA 22017
Cell: 703-598-2785
571-677-2566
homepaige4u@gmail.com
paigekellogg@realtor.com
Licensed in VA

Dominus

Margaret Dean
Dominus, Saylor tells us
in his opening pages,
meant “Master” in Latin
but the usage evolves
from the master/slave
relationship to the name
by which worshippers in
the new Christian church
pray to their solitary
god. Saylor traces that
divine evolution through
seven generations of the
Pinarii family by
highlighting the life of
the senior male
member.

Saylor, with his
extensive knowledge of
things Roman and his
easy prose style, creates
a realistic backdrop to the political events in the Roman
empire in the years 165-326 A.D. Through good emperors and
bad, the leitmotif is the slow, steady growth of Christianity,
despite some setbacks, until Emperor Constantine espouses
and endorses that religion.
The Pinarii are a family of sculpturers who generally flourish in
Rome as talented craftsmen able to fulfill the most modest or
the most grandiose visions of the ruling emperor. Through fire
and famine, the family fares well; the Pinarii attribute their
luck to the protection of a silver amulet, a fascinum. This
family keepsake is handed down generation to generation,
until the new emperor confronts young Pinari and asks he
become a Christian. Young Pinari buries the treasure just as
he abandons the gods of Rome.
Saylor ‘s descriptive writing brings Rome to life, but also to
death. If pictures linger with you, it may be necessary in
torture or other violent scenes to skip entire paragraphs.
kinderhaus@comcast.net
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Dominus, A Novel of the Roman Empire by Steven Saylor. St.
Martin’sPress , NY, NY. ISBN 978-1-250-08781-2. Hardback.
$29.99. 470 pages.
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developer to come to our January LPCA meeting to present their
plan for this site. Our engagement can help them design
something that is a neighborhood asset. We can’t ask them for a
community swimming pool, but we can make suggestions and
raise our concerns about traffic, retail, open space, and
affordable housing. I hope you can make that meeting.
Just outside our neighborhood, there’s lots more happening.
Most important for us, the Silver Diner/Joyce Motors block will be
redeveloped with a hotel on the point closest to the metro, and
two residential buildings that border 10th Street. While the block
involves two separate developers, they are working together on
certain aspects (like a single underground parking structure). The
largest issue for our neighborhood is how it affects Ashton
Heights. While the development is on the far side of 10th street
from Ashton Heights, the County seems to be softening about
some height tapering issues, meaning the building could “tower
over” 10th street. That would be in stark contrast to Ashton
Heights’s single-family dwellings (although some commercial sites
border 10th with residential set back). I’ve been working with
other Civic Associations to push back on the County’s decisions
like these, because later, developers will use them as a precedent
for developments that are in our neighborhood.

Development Update
Aaron Schuetz, LPCA VP Development
Arlington County has changed rapidly over the past few
decades, but with Amazon coming, change seems to have
accelerated. Many of us who have been here for more than a
decade find things have changed in both good ways, and bad.
Gone are many of the modest neighborhood homes built for
the federal workforce. Gone are many small commercial
buildings with surface parking lots. As we continue to urbanize
and up-build, we have gained a lot and have welcomed many
more people into our community. But we’ve also lost a lot. We
might be losing the sense of community that has been so
important to many who choose to live in Lyon Park. Striking a
balance and deciding when to ride the wave, and when to push
back against it, can be challenging.
When I first became involved with the LPCA and Development
issues, the 2201 Pershing project was just beginning. Concern
about how development would change our community and
ensuring it would be an asset was foremost. A decade later,
what do you think? Do you like it? Do you pine for what used to
be there? Do you wish there was even more?
Well, more is coming. Just across Pershing Drive, the Days Inn
site is being prepared for redevelopment. The County just
approved changes to the General Land Use Plan, paving the
way for a similarly large development. These two developments
will define a “Gateway” into our neighborhood. While a decade
ago, the 2201 building was deemed by many to be “too large”
for being so far from the metro, Arlington staff now considers
an even larger building to be OK. At the same time, even more
effort is being put into how that building’s “massing” is
arranged on the site—both in how it relates to the neighboring
houses and apartments, and also in how it “feels” for
pedestrians walking the street. We’ve invited the owner/
www.lyonpark.org • November 2021

In addition, Arlington is considering updates to the Clarendon
Sector Plan. This plan (now 15 years old) created the overall
vision for Clarendon’s redevelopment. It has helped guide the
area’s growth and success, even if many of us miss the old
Clarendon and feel “too old” to hang there now. The Sector Plan
includes the sites I mentioned, and nearby sites (St. Charles
Church, the Fire Station, and the Wells Fargo bank site) that will
soon be redeveloped. While some people believe parts of the
plan need tweaking (like incorporating Arlington’s Vision Zero
plan for making streets safe for everyone, not just cars and
trucks), others are unhappy that County staff seem to be
undermining parts of the plan. My biggest concern is that the fire
station block, which was once designated as a future park space,
will likely not become a park. In Rosslyn, the great new fire
station is integrated into a new development, which freed up
county land. The Arlington Fire Department seems not to be
interested in pursuing a similar solution in Clarendon, preferring
to rebuild the station on the current site.
See important links on page 10
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AmazonSmile

iGive

AmazonSmile is an Amazon program that donates 0.5% of the
purchase price of eligible products to charitable organizations.
AmazonSmile is a simple, automatic way for you to support Lyon
Park Community Center (LPCC) every time you shop, at no cost
to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the
exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping
experience as Amazon.com. Go to smile.amazon.com from the
web browser on your computer or mobile device. Select LPCC as
your charity and then start shopping. It’s that easy. You may also
want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com.

iGive works similarly. It’s free. iGive partners with more than
1,700 online stores. It donates an average of 3% what you
spend to your selected charity . The stores pay for it all. You
never pay more, and often you pay less with coupons and
deals. A typical shopper raises more than $100/year. Go to
igive.com from the web browser on your computer or
mobile device. Select LPCC as your charity and add the iGive
button. This automatically tells participating stores that you
want your shopping to support LPCC. You can also download
the iPhone/iPad or Android apps.

Community Engagement Opportunities, Arlington Public Schools
Tuesday, November 16
7 PM
Tuesday, November 30
7 PM

School Board Meeting: Tech Ed/Arlington Tech/Internships; Information on School Board Legislative Package; Annual
Summer School Report, Boundary Adjustments & Immersion Feeders
Watch School Board Meetings live online or on Comcast Channel 70 or Verizon Channel 41
School Board Public Hearing on Boundary Adjustments & Immersion Feeders for SY 2022-23
https://www.apsva.us/school-board-meetings/watch-school-board-meetings/

Thursday, December 2
7 PM

School Board Meeting: APS-ACPD MOU; Action on Summer School Report & Boundary Adjustments & Immersion
Feeders. Information on SY 2022-23 SY Calendar & MS & HS Programs of Study
Watch School Board Work Sessions live online or on Comcast Channel 70 or Verizon Channel 41
Tuesday, December 7
School Board Work Session on Compensation and Human Resources Update
6:30 PM
Watch School Board Work Sessions live online or on Comcast Channel 70 or Verizon Channel 41
Thursday, November 9
School Board Work Session on Programs of Study
6:30 PM
Watch School Board Work Sessions live online or on Comcast Channel 70 or Verizon Channel 41
Arlington County is offering free, walk-in COVID-19 vaccine clinics to individuals ages 12+. (Appointments are required for boosters.) Children 12-17
must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.
See https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Health/COVID-19/COVID-19-Vaccine/Vaccine-Registration

*View Board meetings live online or on Comcast Channel 70 or Verizon Channel 41.
** Watch Work Sessions live online at https://www.apsva.us/school-board-meetings/school-board-work-sessions-meetings/.
Work sessions are opened to the public but no public comments are accepted.
Visit www.apsva.us/Engage to stay up-to-date on engagement opportunities.
To read Community Engagement Opportunities in other languages, visit https://www.apsva.us/school-communityrelations/community-engagement-opportunities/ and use the auto-translation feature (top of page) to select preferred language.
Visit www.apsva.us/Engage for community engagement opportunities, School Board calendar, Arlington County’s Engage calendar.

Please Pay Your LPCA Dues!
$10/year, $20/two years, $250 for life
Please complete this form (Hint: use a return address label!)
and mail it with your check to: LPCA Membership, P.O. Box
100191, Arlington, VA 22201

Name__________________________________
Address_________________________________
Preferred phone__________________________
E-mail__________________________________
May we add you to the community listserv? ○ Yes ○ No
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Community Volunteer Interests (Check all that apply):
___Neighborhood Conservation
___Community Center and Park
___Development issues
___Social Events (Holiday Party, Halloween)
___Homes and Gardens Tour
___Spring Fair
___Traffic issues
___Newsletter
___Trees/Conservation
___All-purpose volunteer
www.lyonpark.org • November

Zitkala-Sa Ribbon Cutting Celebration
On a cool and breezy Saturday morning, members of the County
Board, the County Manager, County Parks staff, and Lyon Park
neighbors gathered at Zitkala-Sa Park to celebrate its opening.
The October 23rd event was made all the more special with the
attendance of three of Zitkala-Sa's descendants who flew in to
attend the ceremony. Holly Bonnin Ogle, great-granddaughter of
Zitkala-Sa and two of Holly's children, Elizabeth and Justin, attended
the opening ceremony. Arlington's poet laureate, Holly Karapetkova,
wrote a poem entitled Vanishings (see page 7) for this event. A
framed copy of the poem was presented to the family by Thora Colot
on behalf of the County and our civic association, and is reprinted in
on page 7 of this newsletter.
After the celebration at the park, Gary and Kit Putnam, who live in
Zitkala-Sa's old house, provided the family with a tour of the home
and hosted them for lunch. Special thanks to the neighboring Wu
family for providing cupcakes at the ribbon cutting - it was a
welcome and tasty surprise!

Holly Bonnin Ogel and her two
children Justin and Elizabeth
www.lyonpark.org • November 2021
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Lyon Park – Business Spotlight: Troy’s Italian Kitchen
Bess Zelle, LP Business Liaison
Throughout the year, the newsletter will feature Lyon Park businesses to
broaden awareness of nearby services. If you visit a highlighted
establishment, please let them know you saw their profile!
What is the focus of your business?
We offer classic Italian dishes such as pasta and pizza, but also a variety of
appetizers, salads, and sandwiches. We are passionate about ensuring that
people from all walks of life feel included when they dine with us. Therefore,
we also offer a wide variety of vegetarian and vegan options, our modern
touch to classic Italian dishes. We were established in May 2019, and are
locally owned and operated. The majority of our customers are based in
Arlington, but with such a diverse menu we attract diners from all over the
DMV area, as far out as Frederick, MD, and even West Virginia.
What do you want the community to know about your establishment?
Our love for food inspires us to always be better in our business. We are
always on the look out for better quality ingredients that also taste great. We
are passionate about ensuring that anyone that walks into our restaurant is
able to find something to eat, whether they are a meat eater, a Pescatarian, a
Vegetarian, a Vegan, or someone with celiac disease.
What do you love about Lyon Park?
We love that even with being nestled into a large area like Arlington, and right
outside a major city like Washington DC, Lyon Park still feels like a small family
community. We love that so many of our customers become regulars and we
can know them by name. We opened about 10 months before the pandemic
hit, and the Lyon Park community has been so supportive of us. We truly feel
like we belong here.

Troy’s Italian Kitchen
Neel & Palak Vaidya (Owners)
2710-B Washington Blvd, Arlington VA 22201
(703) 528-2828

Your advertisement here?
If you love the newsletter, please note that
it’s a huge production requiring advertising support.
How can YOU help?
● If you’re a business owner, please consider advertising
● If you’ve got something to sell–a car, a vintage iron
bathtub, or grandma’s china, consider advertising here
● Maybe buy a space to say Happy Birthday,
Happy Anniversary, or THANK YOU to someone!
See page 6 for sizes and rates!
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“Trees are poems that the earth
writes upon the sky.”

7

— Kahlil Gibran

1
2
What Rhymes with TREE? Well, FREE!!!

4

The Arlington County Tree Canopy Fund (TCF) program
has just released information on their next FREE tree
planting. Arlington County distributes free native trees
through their TCF program. The trees are about six
feet tall and 1.5-2" caliper trees (diameter at breast
height). This year, the program is offering seven types
of tree:
● American hornbeam, ironwood (Carpinus
caroliniana, #1)
● American linden (Tilia americana, #2)
● American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis, #3)
● Pin oak (Quercus palustris, #4)
● River birch (Betula nigra, #5)
● Sugarberry (Celtis occidentalis, #6)
● Swamp white oak (Quercus bicolor, #7)

6

Please contact Bill Anhut at billanhut@yahoo.com by
November 19 if you are interested in this program.
Please provide an e-mail, address, and phone number.
Bill will schedule an individual appointment at your
home to review the tree choices and look at location
options together. He will schedule site visits by
December 15. Bill will assist with the application
process and the (also FREE) planting. The County will
schedule planting in the spring of 2022.

3

Lyon Park’s tree canopy is thinning! Our big trees are
more than 100 years old. This means that it will take
more than a hundred years to replace each tree we
have lost. Let's plant now!

5

#7

“Finland is officially the world’s happiest
country. It is also 75% forest. I believe these
facts are related.”
― Matt Haig
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