
Upcoming Events

November/December 2022

LPCA Monthly Meeting  
at the Community Center
7:00 p.m. Socializing; 
7:30 p.m. Meeting Start

11/9

12/14

LPCA Monthly Meeting  
at the Community Center
7:00 p.m. Socializing; 
7:30 p.m. Meeting Start

11/19
Craft Fair at Lyon Park
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

• Frank Lyon and Arlington
• Urban Heat Islands
• North Arlington Segregation Walls

• Don't Commit "Crepe Murder"!
• Treasurer's 2022 Message

...and more!

Photo of the Netherlands Carillon by Debbie Kaplan

12/17

Santa Express “Sleigh”
will drive through the Lyon  
Park neighborhood
11:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

Holiday Party
at the Community Center
12:00 p.m.–2:00 p.m.

11/17

Lyon Park Woman’s Club 
Potluck Lunch  
at the Community Center 
12:00 p.m.

12/15

Lyon Park Woman’s Club 
Potluck Lunch  
at the Community Center 
12:00 p.m.

What’s Inside?



DONATE . REGISTER . SPONSOR . VOLUNTEER

Online Registration Opens September 1

ARLINGTONVATURKEYTROT.ORG
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President’s Message: “Give 10” for Lyon Park
by Kathleen McSweeney, LPCA President

Have you ever looked around while enjoying a community event to consider what it took to pull it off? Take our 
two most recent events in Lyon Park—the Food Truck Festival and the Villas & Vistas Home and Garden Tour. 
Both showcased the best of our neighborhood. They broke previous attendance records, and required hours 
of planning, recruiting volunteers, and hard work. Everyone had a great time. We are fortunate that we have 
long-time community leaders (like Aaron Schuetz and Natalie Roy, who chaired those respective events) who 
dreamed them up a few years ago, brought a proposal to the Board, then took the reins and coordinated the 
event year after year.

Volunteerism has been the lifeblood of our community since Lyon Park’s founding in 1919. I would like to ask 
you to consider pledging 10 hours of volunteer time between now and June 2023—an average of one hour a 
month—to any or all our neighborhood groups. It could be running the Lyon Park Spring Fair, helping pass out 
donuts at the annual Halloween bonfire, or serving teacher breakfasts with the PTA. In doing one  
or more of these things, you will further strengthen our community, as you meet your neighbors and forge  
new friendships. 

We have just started a new LPCA year, and a new Board was elected at the October meeting. Thank you to our 
outgoing Board members and a special note to Thora Colot, last year’s co-President who is not only leaving 
the Board but has also moved from Lyon Park – thank you and we hope you visit often! Welcome to the new 
Board. We are excited that some newer neighbors have raised their hands to volunteer. If you are on the fence 
about volunteering, please consider this your personal invitation to dive in. I am grateful that so many of you 
share your time and considerable talents to make Lyon Park a warm, welcoming, and fun place to live. Here’s to 
the start of another terrific year in our neighborhood!

Please note:  
Paid advertisements in the Lyon Park Bulletin do 
not reflect any official position of the LPCA.

BUILDING QUALITY HOMES &
LASTING RELATIONSHIPS SINCE 2003

www.coupardarchitects.com
703.533.3210

Have you checked out the new and 
improved Lyon Park website?

Visit lyonpark.org to learn more about our 
neighborhood’s history and all that we have to 
offer to residents!

https://lyonpark.org
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Get In Touch
 
Mailing Address:  
LPCA, P.O. Box 100191, Arlington, VA 22210

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President 
Kathleen McSweeney 
[LyonParkPresident@gmail.com]

Vice-President/Development 
Aaron Schuetz [ajschuetz@yahoo.com]

Vice-President/Neighborhood 
Conservation 
Tabitha Ricketts  
[tabitharicketts@gmail.com]

Vice-President/Special Events 
Paul Showalter [lockport00@comcast.net]

Treasurer 
Bill Anhut, Jr. [billanhut@yahoo.com]

Secretary/Historian 
Elizabeth Sheehy  
[elizabeth.r.sheehy@gmail.com]

Membership Chair 
Natalie Roy 
[natalieuroy@gmail.com]

Sergeant at Arms 
Jamie Seward [jkseward@hotmail.com]

Members at Large 
Julia Young [juliagyoung@gmail.com] 
Bess Zelle [besszelle@gmail.com] 
John Goldener [goldener@gmail.com]

OTHER IMPORTANT CONTACTS

LPCA Representatives to the Board of 
Governors (BOG) 
Bill Anhut, Tabitha Ricketts, Natalie Roy, 
Paul Showalter, Aaron Schuetz

Newsletter Editors 
Elaine Simmons and Michelle McMahon 
[lyonparkeditor@gmail.com]

LPCC Rental Agent 
Cindy Stroup [rent@lyonpark.info]

Teen Services
Interested in having your teen listed in the Lyon Park 
Bulletin and on the website? Simply fill out the form on 
the Teen Services page [www.lyonpark.org/explore/
resources/teen-services] to share their information!

• Ella Bomberger, 16, babysitter, mother’s helper, dog 
walker, plant sitter. Fully vaccinated. Text: (571) 775-
9205. Red Cross babysitting certification

• Zoe Bomberger, 14, babysitter, dog walker, mother’s 
helper, plant sitter. Red Cross babysitting certification, 
fully vaccinated. Text: (703) 298-3233

• Sloane Escobar, 14, babysitter, dog walker. Red Cross 
certified. Free most days after 3 pm. Text: (703) 870-
1847, sloane_escobar@icloud.com

• Lily Fine-Albert, 15, Babysitter, mother’s helper, plant 
sitter (CPR Certified, Red Cross Certified). Text: (240) 
796-6962, lakbertfine@icloud.com

• Marlena Gutshall, 17, dog walker, pet sitter (very 
experienced with both dogs and cats). Text: (571) 499-
3107, marlenagutshall@gmail.com

• Cameron Hershey, 14, yard work, shoveling, odd jobs, 
dog walker, cat visits, glass recycling, mother’s helper, 
plant sitter, babysitter. Text: (703) 505-9729 Email: 
mhershey28@gmail.com

• Max Kiriakou, 17, yard work, shoveling, lawn mowing, 
trimming. And I have my own equipment! Text: (571) 
244-8982

• Delaney Loughney, 16, Babysitter, odd jobs, plant sitter, 
dog walker, pet sitting. Text: (571) 458-0512

• Olivia Pike, 15, babysitter, mother’s helper, plant sitter. 
Phone, Text: (703) 687-8222, oliviaapikee@gmail.com

• Kai Rasmussen, 15, odd jobs, plant sitter, shoveling, 
yard work. Text: (571) 699-5579

• Lauren Thomas, 16, babysitter, mother’s helper, plant 
sitter, dog walker. Red Cross babysitting certification. 
Text: (571) 352-0605

• Morgan Thomas, 13, experienced dog walker, cat visits, 
plant sitter. Text: (240) 810-4834

• Josie Whitaker, 14, babysitter, plant sitter. Red Cross 
certified. Text: (703) 717-1993

https://lyonpark.org/explore/resources/teen-services/
https://lyonpark.org/explore/resources/teen-services/
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Our Lyon Park website indicates that Lyon Park is named after Frank 
Lyon, who developed Lyon Park in 1919. It talks about Lyon Park’s 
development, but not much about Frank Lyon. Lyon descended from 
a family that was established in Virginia in 1730. His grandfather was 
a general contractor in Petersburg, Virginia. His father was a lawyer 
in Petersburg and, later, in Richmond. During the Civil War, his father 
served in the office of the Advocate General of the Confederacy. He 
was married to Mary Margaret Springs of Charlotte, North Carolina, and 
they had four children, including Frank.

Born on December 30, 1867, in Petersburg, Virginia, Lyon attended 
public schools in Richmond, graduating in 1884. After 18 months at 
Richmond College, Lyon began working in administration for railroad 
companies. In 1887, Lyon became the private secretary to Walter 
Bragg of the newly formed Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC). He 
remained with the ICC until 1899, during which time Lyon also studied 
law at Georgetown University. He received a Master of Laws in 1890 
and began to practice law in Alexandria County (renamed Arlington in 
1920). 

Lyon married Georgie Hays Wright in 1890, and they built a small house, 
which no longer exists, on Lubber Run. They later lived on Kirkwood Road at the current site of the YMCA. The 
house they built in 1907 was Lyonhurst, now Missionhurst, at 4651 25th St. N. This residence was said to be 
the first home in the county to have electricity. 

Frank and Georgie Lyon had three children who survived to adulthood, two daughters and a son. The son, Lt. 
John Lyon, died near the end of World War I in the Argonne offensive in France. The John Lyon Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 3150 located at 2116 19th St. N., is named for him.

Lyon became the owner and editor of the Monitor newspaper in the early 1900s and was associated with the 
paper until its sale in 1928. He and the paper played a significant role in the dissolution of liquor and gambling 
interests in Rosslyn. He joined the legal crusade against liquor by representing temperance movement leaders. 

Lyon became a law partner of Robert Walton Moore and participated in the development of Moore’s addition to 
Clarendon. His development firm, Lyon and Fitch, developed Lyon Park in 1919. Later, the depression caused 
the dissolution of Lyon and Fitch, after which Lyon continued to practice law. He died on November 29, 1955 
and is buried in Petersburg, Virginia.

NOTE: This article is derived from Rose, Ruth P., “The Role of Frank Lyon and His Associates in the Early 
Development of Arlington County,” The Arlington Historical Magazine, Vol. 5, No. 4, 1976.  

Frank Lyon and Arlington (Part I of III)
By Tracy Hopkins

Lyon Park Woman’s Club Update

THE LYON PARK WOMAN’S CLUB (not just for women) meets the third Thursday of the month at noon at the 
Community Center for a delicious potluck lunch. All residents, women and men, of Lyon Park and Ashton 
Heights are welcome to attend. Please join us! For more information, contact Elizabeth Wray at ejswray@
yahoo.com or (703) 522-1263.
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https://lyonpark.org/about/our-history-2/
https://library.arlingtonva.us/2011/01/09/back-pages-the-lyons-den/
https://www.vfw3150.org/who-is-john-lyon
https://www.vfw3150.org/who-is-john-lyon
http://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1976-8-Lyon.pdf
http://arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/1976-8-Lyon.pdf
mailto:ejswray%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:ejswray%40yahoo.com?subject=
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TRANSFORMED
REAL ESTATE

LYON PARK’S REAL ESTATE LEADERS

703 822 7400  |  johnandtrevor.com 
 @johnandtrevor  @johnandtrevorteam

Call Us!

John Eric + Trevor Moore empowers homeowners to achieve 
a top price for their sale. They utilize two important tools, 
Complimentary Home Staging and COMPASS Concierge.

• Complimentary Staging – John Eric + Trevor Moore 
provides complimentary staging for all our listings. We own 
our staging furniture – this means that if you need a full 
house of furniture or just a few pieces, we have it covered.

• Compass Concierge – A hassle-free way to sell your home 
faster and for a higher price utilizing the equity in your 
home for upgrades and repairs. Get funding for the cost of 
home improvement services with no interest. Ever.

 Our team provides excellent service locally for all your 
needs, but we can also help if you are relocating out of the 
DC Metro Area or looking for a second home. We have a 
vetted network of agents that provide exceptional service 
coast-to-coast – and even worldwide!

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.  Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square 
footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 3001 Washington Blvd., Suite 
400, Arlington, VA 22201  |  703.822.7400

We’re here to help!

LP.AD.082922.V2.indd   1LP.AD.082922.V2.indd   1 8/29/22   10:35 AM8/29/22   10:35 AM

Join LPCA

Lyon Park residents and residence owners are eligible for membership in the LPCA. Memberships 
run from October 1st to September 30th of each year. Only members can vote at LPCA meetings, and 
members can receive special rental rates at the Community Center. If you have any questions, please email 
lyonparkpresident@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP DUES:  1 YEAR for $10 |  2 YEARS for $20 | LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP for $250

Fill out the form on our website to join! www.lyonpark.org/connect/join-lpca-volunteer

For more information, and to check the online 
calendar for availability, please visit:

www.LyonPark.info

Email: rent@lyonpark.info with any questions.

Rent the 
Lyon Park Community Center

Residents of Lyon Park and Ashton Heights are 
eligible for a special “resident rental rate” when 
booking the Community Center for their own event. 

AmazonSmile is an Amazon program that donates 
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to 
charitable organizations. It’s a simple, automatic way 
for you to support the LPCC every time you shop, 
at no cost to you. Visit smile.amazon.com to get 
started. Be sure to select LPCC as your charity and 
then shop away! 

iGive partners with more than 1,700 online stores. 
It donates an average of 3% of what you spend to 
your selected charity. A typical shopper raises more 
than $100/year. Get started at igive.com, which will 
tell you how to set up an account for the Lyon Park 
Community Center as your charity. 

mailto:lyonparkpresident%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://lyonpark.org/connect/join-lpca-volunteer/
https://lyonpark.info/
mailto:rent%40lyonpark.info?subject=
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.igive.com/welcome/lp16/cr64a.cfm
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Urban Heat Islands
By Elaine Simmons

As Arlington County increases its 
density of buildings and residents, 
more people can access our many 
benefits. However, growth also 
increases the possibility of the 
phenomenon known as the urban 
heat island effect: cities experience 
higher air temperatures than non-
urban areas.

On average, cities tend to be 1–7°F 
warmer than non-urban areas 
around them during the daytime and 
as much as 5°F warmer at night. On a summer 
day, the sun can heat buildings, roofs, and cars 
to temperatures 50 degrees higher than the 
surrounding air. Urban air quality also suffers since 
more pollutants are pumped into the air in densely 
populated areas, and stagnant air conditions during 
heat waves can trap pollutants near the ground. 

Natural surfaces like trees and plants have cooling 
effects from shade and “evaporative cooling,” whereby 
evaporating water from vegetation absorbs heat 
(much like sweat cools the human body). Artificial 
surfaces such as roads and buildings that replace 
vegetation typically lack those cooling effects and 
instead absorb and re-emit more heat, which makes 
their surroundings warmer too. 

As the planet warms, urban heat islands will only 
intensify higher temperatures. To cope with higher 
temperatures, cars and buildings consume more 
energy for cooling—frequently via fossil fuels— 
which worsens air pollution and contributes to  
climate change. 

An important way to fight the urban heat island effect 
is to reintroduce vegetation. This includes planting 

trees, expanding parkland, and installing “green roofs” 
designed to support plants. Building cool roofs and  
pavements—which have bright coatings that reflect 
more sunlight and, therefore, absorb less heat—also   
can reduce the urban heat island effect. A model by 
the MIT Concrete Sustainability Hub estimated that, 
if widely implemented, cool pavements could reduce 
the frequency of heatwaves by 41% across all US 
urban areas.

As residents, a key thing we can do is plant and 
properly care for tough native shade trees (like oaks, 
sycamores, hickories, tulip trees). Those of us with 
shady yards know that tree cover makes a HUGE 
difference in how hot it feels. A friend in McLean 
with lots of shade trees has measured a 10-degree 
difference in his yard compared to nearby exposed 
areas. Next time you venture out, notice how much 
better streets and sidewalks with tall tree overhang 
feel and look compared to those that are sun-beaten. 
To get a free tree, including installation, contact the 
Tree Canopy Fund established by Ecoaction Arlington. 
You may also register for a free tree on Arlington 
County’s Urban Forestry Dept web page. Or visit your 
local garden center.

Image: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

Lyon Park “Letters to Santa”
Santa has arranged for a special Santa Mailbox to be in Lyon Park to collect all 
the letters children write to him. The “Letters to Santa” mailbox will be located 
inside Troy’s Italian Kitchen, 2710 Washington Blvd, Arlington, VA 22201. Santa 
will also collect letters when he passes through Lyon Park on December 17. Just 
hand your letter to one of Santa’s elves. Santa will read every letter sent to him. 
Remember to include your name and address.

https://www.ecoactionarlington.org/community-programs/trees/
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Memories of Arlington: Growing up in Halls Hill (now High View Park)
Based on an interview with LaVonia Sweeney

I was born in Washington, DC in 1942 and lived there until my parents moved to Halls Hill about 3 years later. 
Our house had been given to my parents by my grandfather as a wedding present with the condition that they 
pay off the $2000 balance. Our home in DC had indoor plumbing but the Halls Hill home only had an outhouse, 
which my mother found unacceptable. A bathroom with indoor plumbing was added and we moved in. Halls 
Hill was very rural, with woods all around and houses spread out. 

Halls Hill was an island of Black residences surrounded by houses owned by Whites. Segregation meant that 
Whites and Blacks did not mix or socialize. One example I recall is that my mother could not give birth to my 
baby brother (born in 1946) at Virginia Hospital just a few blocks away; my father had to take her to DC. Certain 
streets were walled off by White residents but, even where it was possible to walk into a White neighborhood, 
we did not do so because our parents told us not to. The reason was Whites did not want us there. 

I did not visit a public library in Arlington until much later since they were inside White neighborhoods. There 
were no nearby movie theaters or swimming pools we could use. There was a grocery store and a “5 and 
Dime” on Lee Highway we could shop at. We could buy ice cream at Giffords in Falls Church but not sit down 
in the restaurant to eat it. In case of fire, there was a Black firehouse for Black neighborhoods. If assistance 
was needed, the White fire departments would not send help to a Black neighborhood. But if assistance was 
needed in the White neighborhood, the Black firemen would help. 

We loved having parties with friends and family; it was our main entertainment. For school, I went to 
kindergarten at a lady’s house up the street and then attended grade school at Langston Elementary. In 7th 
grade I went to Hoffman-Boston, the only Black high school in Arlington. On Sundays, we attended the Black 
Catholic church in South Arlington called Our Lady Queen of Peace, which still exists. 

[continued on next page]

TRIVISTAUSA.COM 

P.  703.243.3171

DESIGN + BUILD
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lawn mowing & turf care • leaf removal • leaf vacuum service • 
general cleanup • weeding beds • edge & mulch • trimming shrubs • 
gutter cleaning • drainage & grading • sodding & other work

www.paulsbestlawn.com
703.204.2826

full service property maintenance, local family owned

During 7th grade my family moved back to DC. I eventually went to a 
school in Powhatan, VA, near Richmond (formally named St. Francis de 
Sales High School for Colored and Indian Girls). My mother worked as 
a dental assistant and cut hair on the side. She said her tips sent me 
to boarding school. My father worked for the Army postal service in 
the Pentagon. He was not promoted for a long time but when he finally 
was, a White man quit his job there rather than work for a Black man.

In DC we could go to movies and swimming pools, but some 
places were still segregated, such as National Theater, where Black 
ticketholders could only sit in the balcony section. Now those are 
considered choice seats!   I never encountered the Ku Klux Klan in DC 
or Virginia but did when I worked in a Southern Maryland school. One 
day a Klansmen came to the school to distribute pamphlets—not for 
any specific event but to let everyone know the Klan was there.  

A highlight of my years in DC was attending Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech. I attended with my friends, so we were socializing during the 
event. We could hear him in the distance speaking for a long time, so 
we tried our best to pay attention!  Eventually I married a corpsman 
who became a warrant officer in the Navy, had two children, and moved around the east coast. I returned to my 
childhood home in Arlington in 2014, and I remember marveling at how I could go anywhere and do anything in 
the neighborhood. I walked up all the streets I couldn’t have walked before, and I have lived here since. Today, 
my daughter lives in southern Maryland and my son in Hawaii.



www.lyonpark.org | November/December 2022 | page 10 

North Arlington Segregation Walls
By John Ausink

If you’ve ever gone to the Heidelberg Pastry Shoppe you’ve been 
in North Arlington’s High View Park area —formerly known as 
Hall’s Hill, an historically Black neighborhood outlined in red on 
the map. If you travel south on nearby N Culpepper St. and look 
down 17th Rd N. when you get to the bottom of the hill, you’ll 
notice an imposing cinderblock wall, shown behind me in the 
photo. What’s going on?
  
The four thick blue lines on the map show the locations of 
various walls, erected in the 1930s, that at one time enclosed 
portions of Hall’s Hill to physically separate it from White 
neighborhoods. If I had tried to ride down N. Culpeper St. before 
the mid-1960s I would have been blocked at 17th Rd N. by the 
wall:  the only way to drive through Hall’s Hill from Lee Highway 
(now Langston Blvd) was 
via N. Edison to the west. 

Some claim that Hall’s Hill was once entirely enclosed by walls of 
various materials, but the only segments I can document from county 
records and “eyewitness” accounts are the four in blue on the map. 
When Langston Elementary School was closed in the mid-1960s and 
Hall’s Hill students were assigned to a new school south of 17th Rd N., a 
group of Black and White citizens asked the county to open a section of 
the wall so students wouldn’t have to walk all the way to N. Edison and 
back again (14 blocks, some say) to get to school. One source says the 
county bought and demolished two houses and their adjacent section of 
segregation wall to create an opening. 

If you have not visited the segregation wall, it is important to do so—and 
take your kids, since they don’t learn about this local injustice in school. 
You can easily ride your bike from Lyon Park. It’s worth noting that, while 
the county changed its zoning to permit the segregation walls, the walls 
themselves were built and paid for by White homeowners. 

Bring your families, neighbors, and friends to the 
Lyon Park Community Center. Join us for photos 
with Santa, beverages, treats, and holiday cheer! 
Most of the socializing will take place outdoors, 
weather permitting. Some activities may be 
available inside the Community Center.

Volunteers and donations are needed for both the 
Holiday Party and the Santa Express. If you can 
offer assistance, please email Paul Showalter at 
LyonParkEvents@gmail.com. 

Please Join Us!

mailto:LyonParkEvents%40gmail.com?subject=
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Business Spotlight: Interview with Sue Pyatt, 
Co-Owner, Kinder Haus Toys in Clarendon
 
How long have you been in 
business?
My store came into being 
in 1982. We opened in the 
Lee Heights Shops in a tiny 
space of only 650 ft2. When 
we started the business, my 
husband and I had two little 
girls, ages 9 and 11. But there 
was a bit of a complication 
as I was expecting my third 
child! I figured if I waited for 
the perfect time, it would never 
come, so the store opened in 
April and a baby boy, Jeffrey, 
came in June.

What are the advantages and disadvantages of being a small 
business in Arlington?
The greatest advantage is our Arlington customers, who 
want quality toys, books, sporting goods, and clothes for their 
children and are very appreciative of our store. Because we had 
great customer support, we grew and are now a big 5,000 ft2 
store. The only disadvantage is that parking can be a  
problem sometimes.  

How did COVID change your business?
We took a tip from the neighborhood restaurants and swung 
into action with curb service. We advertised on Facebook that 
customers could call in, see pictures, and charge on the phone. 
It worked!

How do you know what will be big sellers vs. duds?  
We never know for sure, and a few duds do happen. But I’ve 
learned which catalogs of toys are popular with our customers. 
I also see a few trusted reps and attend toy fairs. Reading trade 
magazines and the Wall Street Journal can be helpful. Listening 
to customers is very important, as is being flexible. Most toys in 
our store are winners.

What kinds of things still surprise you after so many years  
in business?
After 40 years, people still tell us they love our store, and it is a 
favorite. We never ever get tired of hearing this.

What else do you as an owner feel is important?
When you surround yourself with good people, they will make 
you look good. I am grateful for Everett, Laura, Dylan, and 
Angela and I appreciate the fine high school students who have 
worked for us from Lyon Park and Ashton Heights.

The gardening term “crepe murder” has been 
called the high crime of horticulture. It refers 
to turning crepe myrtles or other trees into ugly 
stumps by indiscriminately cutting the ends of 
healthy branches. This practice creates stress 
on the tree, can lead to decay, and destroys the 
natural form of the tree. No one should do this 
to any tree. 

Large shade trees should be pruned by 
reputable companies with trained arborists 
specializing in tree care; these are different 
from a lawn service. Smaller ornamentals are 
suitable for select trimming by owners, but 
it is important to know what you are doing. 
Websites such as the International Society 
of Arboriculture extension services from 
universities such as Oregon State, and even 
commercial websites such as Fiskers provide 
information on tools, techniques, when to trim, 
and what to trim. 

You can also call a local arborist in for a 
walk-through for all your trees. Some people 
hire consulting arborists, who evaluate your 
trees but not to do any tree work, because 
such professionals don’t have any incentive 
to recommend unnecessary tree work. If cost 
is an issue, you can look up Tree Stewards of 
Arlington and Alexandria, a group of volunteers 
who have gone through classroom and field 
training on how to plant and prune trees. 
 
What should 
you trim? 
Weak, dead, 
or diseased 
wood is 
fair game. 
Crossing 
branches 
are also 
candidates 
for pruning. 
Select trimming is also acceptable to increase 
air circulation and penetration of light. But 
often the less you trim the better; poor pruning 
can wound a tree in such a way that it is 
damaged forever. Pruning can be like giving 
someone a bad haircut; there’s always one 
more cut you need to make. So be careful! 

Don’t Commit “Crepe Murder”!
By Elaine Simmons and Dean Amel 
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Treasurer's 2022 Message
By Bill Anhut

The Lyon Park Community Center’s (LPCC) fiscal year ended June 30, 2022, reporting the sixth year of 
operations for the renovated Community Center. The Covid-19 outbreak continued to curtail the operation of 
the Community Center for much of the fiscal year. The Omicron variant had a particularly devastating impact 
on rental operations during the 2022 winter months, when renters cancelled events and the Board decided that 
refunding security deposits was appropriate. Since all-time high rental revenue of $120,600 in 2019, the impact 
of COVID-19 has reduced rental income to $51,400 in 2020, $85,300 in 2021 and $69,300 in 2022.  

The Spring Fair returned in 2022 and combined with the yard sale and craft fair, contributed $3,900. As a result 
of the above, total operating revenue decreased, by $12,600 to $74,500 in 2022 compared to $87,100 in 2021.  

LPCC’s cash balances dropped to dangerously low levels during the months December, January and February, 
when renters canceled rentals but operating expenses required payment. Thanks to good fundraising 
leadership and a responsive community, residents donated $25,100 for LPCC to pay its expenses. With the 
donation funds and rental income of $3,200, $6,200, $7,900 and $10,200 during the months March thru June 
2022, LPCC restored its cash balances to more normal levels. 

Net Operating Income, comprised of the above mentioned revenue, less operating expenses of maintaining the 
community center building and park grounds, decreased $19,800 to a loss of $12,400, compared to operating 
income of $7,400 in 2021. LPCC held cash security deposits and prepaid rent totaling $60,600 and had a net 
cash balance of $22,100 as of June 30, 2022. 
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Operations 2022 2021 2020
Revenue:

Community Center Rental Income 69,268$       85,306$       51,360$       
Lyon Park Fair 2,829$         - -
Other Income 1,350$         - 18,968$       
Other Fundraisers 1,081$         1,819$         4,279$         

Total Operating Revenue 74,528$       87,125$       74,607$       
Operating Expenditures:

Community Center Operation and Maintenance:
Rental Agent (26,715)$      (18,601)$      (23,933)$      
Maintenance & Repair (24,263)$      (22,837)$      (15,419)$      
Utilities (6,347)$        (6,206)$        (7,265)$        
Administration (14,512)$      (13,386)$      (13,689)$      

Total Community Center Operation & Maintenance (71,837)$      (61,030)$      (60,306)$      

Park Grounds, Trees, Playground (14,419)$      (18,702)$      (4,250)$        
Community Events (700)$           (27)$             (426)$           
Total Operating Expenditures (86,956)$      (79,759)$      (64,982)$      

Net Operating Income (12,428)$      7,366$         9,625$         

Development Revenue & Expenditures
Donations and Fundraising Revenue 25,120$       4,458$         6,743$         

Net Development Income 25,120$       4,458$         6,743$         
Increase (decrease) in Cash Balances 12,692$       11,824$       16,368$       
Security Deposit change 8,151$         34,204$       (33,062)$      
Beginning Cash Balance 61,895$       15,867$       32,562$       

Ending Cash Balance 82,738$       61,895$       15,867$       

Lyon Park Community Center
Statement of Operations, Development and Changes in Cash Balances

Fiscal Years July 1, to June 30,
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Operations 2022 2021 2020
Revenue:

Dues 6,157$          4,092$          2,970$           
Advertising 11,535$        11,290$        19,512$         
Donations

Newsletter Donations 130$             50$               51$                
Other Income 4,000$           

Total Revenue 17,822$        15,432$        26,533$         
Expenses:

Newsletter Design & Printing 16,912$        16,758$        17,947$         
Web Site Maintenance 425$             99$               141$              
Neighborhood Conservation Plan - - -
Civic Federation Dues 65$               20$               50$                
Events:

Halloween Bonfire 562$             
Centennial Celebration - - 2,897$           
Zitkala-Sa Park Dedication 500$             
Erik Gutshall Memorial - 1,115$          

Other 129$             277$              
Total Expenses 18,464$        18,121$        21,312$         

Increase (decrease) in Cash Balances (642)$            (2,689)$         5,221$           
Beginning Cash Balance 22,897$        25,586$        20,365$         

Ending Cash Balance 22,255$        22,897$        25,586$         

Lyon Park Citizens Association
Statement of Operations, Development and Changes in Cash Balances

Fiscal Years July 1 to June 30

The Lyon Park Citizens Association (LPCA) ended the year with a cash balance of $22,300, a $600 decrease 
from the prior year’s ending balance. Dues collected totaled $6,200, a $2,100 increase over the prior year’s total, 
due to the collection of several new lifetime memberships. The net cost of producing Lyon Park’s newsletter 
was $5,400 in 2022, unchanged from the prior year. LPCA sponsored two community events in 2022, the 
Halloween Bonfire and the Zitkala-Ša Park dedication.
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47 Lee Hwy  Suite A
Arlington, VA 222017
Cell: 703-598-2785
    571-677-2566
homepaige4u@gmail.com
paigekelloggreltor.com
Licensed in VA

Interview with Small Business Owner Sofonias
Gebretsadick of Idido’s Coffee and Social House

  Elaine Simmons
Why did you want to open a small business in Arlington?
I lived in DC and came to Arlington often to shop at places like
Toys-R-Us . I chose Arlington over Silver Spring because I knew
the area, as did my business partner, Mesfin Demise, who lived
nearby. Here we are well situated right next to Columbia Pike
on the north-south artery, Walter Reed.

What do people like best about Idido?
The combination of quality product, a comfortable lounge area,
and friendly service. Yes, we serve excellen La Colombe coffee,
but also simple, fresh food. I love to see people enjoying a meal
here. Many of my staff have been with me since we opened,
and they share my goal to make people happy. They know they
can replace any food or drink the customer is not satisfied with;
they don’t have to ask me. Our high ratings indicate we are
succeeding in making people happy.

As a Black-owned business you have a wonderfully diverse
clientele; it’s a real melting pot here!
Yes, that’s one of my favorite things about the job; it is a truly
American small business where all are welcome, and everyone
gets treated well. Many of my clients have made friendships
with people they may not normally meet in the course of their
daily lives.

What are the main challenges you face as a small business
owner?
Covid was a challenge; our business dropped last spring for two
months but has steadily come back. It was so sad to see the
lounge area deserted before business picked up again. My
happy hour business declined but we are now doing brisk sales
of beer and wine to-go given our reasonable prices.

Being a small business owner is challenging; banks will not lend
you money until you are well established. Even getting a
business credit card is difficult. But it is very satisfying to
employ a total of 8 people. I am always telling my young staff
that if they work hard, they will do well.

Sofonias, you are a true believer in the American Dream!!

47 Langston Blvd., Suite A
Arlington, VA 22207
Cell: 703–598–2785
        571–677–2566
homepaige4u@gmail.com
paigekelloggrealtor.com
Licensed in Virginia

Santa Express “Sleigh”

Santa and several helper elves will slowly 
make their way through Lyon Park on 
Saturday, December 17 starting at 11 a.m. 
in Santa’s customized Lyon Park Santa 
Express Sleigh. Don’t miss it! Santa’s route 
will start at N. Wayne St. and Washington 
Blvd. and proceed along N. Wayne St. through 
the Washington & Lee apartments and then 
onward through Lyon Park.

Make sure to check groups.io, Nextdoor, 
and the Lyon Park website for updates on 
Santa’s route and any changes due to weather 
(Inclement weather date is December 18).
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Put our energy  
to work for you!

Bicycling Realty Group 
www.bicyclingrealty.com

703-819-4915
Natalie Roy

Homes@bicyclingrealty.com
Licensed in VA, DC and MD

Karen Grunstra
Karen_grunstra@kw.com

Licensed in VA

Michele Moore
Micheledpayne@gmail.com

Licensed in VA

Each Keller Williams Office is 
independently owned and operated

KW Metro Center, 2111 Wilson Boulevard, #1050  |  Arlington VA  |  22201  |  703-224-6000

Natalie Roy, 30+ year resident of Lyon Park,  
voted Best Real Estate Agent by  

Arlington Magazine Readers in 2022!


